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| Tus following performance is with. diffidence ſubmit- 
ted to the judgment of the public. The difficulties that 
muſt have occured in comprifing the principal events of 
| great kingdom, during more than twelve centuries, 
within three octavo volumes, may probably entitle them 
to the candour of the reader: But the author would be 
| Inexcuſable did he not devote a moment to the mention 
of the different es which the work is founded. 


| In French he has diligently conſulted the Hiſtories of 
Daniel, Mezeray, and Henault; the Memoirs of Sully 
and De Retz; the Hiſtories of Lewis the Fourteenth 
and A by Voltaire; and Monteſquieu's Wm of 
Laws. . 1 


5 Engliſh he is ts indebted to Mr. Wraxall's 
| Memoirs of the Race of Valois, Dr. Robertſon's Hiftory 
of Charles the Fifth, . Watſon's Hiftory of Philip the 
Second, and Hume's Hiſtory of England ; nor would he 

| wiſh to conceal that in ſome few inſtances, where he found 
it neceſſary to convey the exact ſenſe of theſe writers, 
he ſhould have thought it e, to have altered 
their expreſſions, 


h 


— 


a comers 


n ——— n parts ve. 


n — TOE HOLE EO OETe EY Ha 


(0 


CONTENTS 


OF THE 


FIRST. VOLUME. 


dune, the rig. | | 
8 Page 
O and firſt ge Fe of the Franks : 
Reign of Clovis; His victories over the Romans, 
the Alemanni, the Burgundians, and the Viſigoths ; 
His converſion to the Chriſtian faith ;—Diviſion 
of his empire between his ſons Thierri, Clodomir, 
Childebert, and Clotaire.--Succeſſion and extinction 
= ea ttt 4-4294 - - - - . - - - 8 


0 bapter the Second. 


The monarchs of the Carlovingian race, Reign and 
—dAͥeath of Pepin the Short, --Acceſſion of Charlemagne, 
| | king of France and emperor of the Weſt: —His vie- 
| tories in Aquitain, Spain, Italy, and Germany: 
His death and character. I he reign of Lewis le 
Debbonaire, or Gentle.— Final diviſion of the do- . 
5 miniĩons of Charlemagne between his grandſons Lo- 
TT, thai, Levis the German, and Charles the Bald, - 35 


Chapter ihe Nl. _ 5 ; 


| Reign of Charles, ſurnamed the Bald. —Lewis 5 
Stammerer—Lewis and Carloman—Charles the Fat 
- —Eudes, ſon of Robert the Strong—Charles the | 
Simple—Rodolph, duke of Burgundy—Lewis the * 
Fourth, ſurnamed the franger—and' Lewis the [ 
Fifth, in whom the race of Charlemagne was ex- 


| n SCG it nice ws Soi 76 
TY rel 2 


F* 
4. 
7 - 


| cure, the F ont. | 


Franks in Germany.—Authority of Clovis and his 
ſucceſſors. —Diviſion of the ſpoils and lands. The 
nature of alodial poſſeſſions and benefices—The 
laws of the Franks under the firſt and ſecond race. 


5 Page 
* mort view of the government and cuſtoms is the Oo 


Ehe influence of the Clergy. France is converted 


crown is transferred from the family of Charlemagne 


do that of Hugh Capet. — 85 — — 


Chapter the Fifth. a/ 


from an hereditary into an elective monarchy.— The N 


2 112 
* 7 


Acceſſ ion of Hugh Capet to the throne of France. F: 


Charles, duke of Lorrain, aſſerts his claim:—He is 
defeated and taken prifoner,—Death'of Hugh,— — 
Succeſſive reigns of his ſon and grandſon, Robert the 


Firſt and Henry the Firſt.— William, ſurnamed the 


Baſtard, eſtabliſhes his authority over e - 9 


Chapter the Sixth, 


_- % 


Baldwin, Count of Flanders, is appointed regent of 4 
France,—Conqueſt of England by William, duke 
of Normandy Reign of Philip.— Account of the 


firſt eruſade. Death of Philip, and Acceſfion of 
Lewis the Sixth, furnamed the Groſs.— His reign 


and death, - F ͤ⁊ͤͤ· 0 = 


Chapter the FO # 


176 


Acceſſion of Lewis the Seventh; furnamed the Young. ' 
 — CharaQers of his miniſters, St. Bernard and Suger. 


| —Art the inſtigation of the 


he aſſumes the 
croſs, and marches to the relief c 


the Holy Land. 
—His defeat and return.— e divorces | wy is with, EE 


1 


CONTENTS. SEE 


15 Bless lb wars with Mas POR FIT 15 
of England. Character and death of Thomas à 
Beckett, Archbimap of Canterbury,—Death of Lewis 
9 ON Soviets r BI@ 


.Chapte: the E . beh, 3 
| Acceſſion of Bhilip the. Second, ſurnamed Aogaduas' | 
embarks for the Holy Land with Richard of Eng 
land. Siege of Acre, Philip returns to France. 
Succeſſ ve wars with Richard and John. — Battle 7 
eee and charafter of Philip, — 248 
| IG : | Chapter the Ninth, | 3 1 
Reign and death of Lewis the Eighth; 18 ese | 
by his ſon, Lewis the Ninth.—Regeney of queen 
Blanche. Lewis aſſumes the croſs, and embarks for 
Egypt.—Reduces Damietta;——Isdefeated and taken 
priſoner by the infidels 5--Ranſomed, and returns to 
France. Conqueſt of Sicily by the count of Anjou. 
Leis engages 4 ſecond time in a holy war- 
EF =» 27 
. | Chapter t Tenth. Ke, 
Reign of Philip the Third, ſurnamed the Hardy— . 
| Revolt of Sicily from Charles of Anjou.---Death-of 
Philip the Third, and ſueceſſion of Philip the Fourth, 


| 5 ſarnanod the Fair.—War with Edward the | Fus 1 | 
berieben Philip Faure. p 


Chapter the Eleventh. : 


au” — x4 


| Reign of Lende the Tenth, ſarnamed the. Baifiarous 3 
Da —[s ſucceeded by Philip the Long. Expedition into 
 Traly,—Execution of 5 „ _ 


J 


- 


5 | 10 | j 


vin 5 CONTENTS. . _ 


3 Pag 
| of Philip the r of Chælles =Y of Fs 
civil wars in England, and murder of Edward © ws 

the Second.---Charles aſpires to the imperial crown Io 
" of Germany.--- His diſappointment and death. -._ 25 


Chapter the Toolfth. 
Acceſſion of Philip the Sixth, ſurnamed the benennt. 
the firſt of the race of Valois.---Claim of Edward 
the -Third of England. character of Robert oo 
Artois ;---Of-James D' Arteville. Wars between 
France and England.---Battle of Crecy.---Siege of 
. Calais,---Truce between France and England. 
| Death of Fur che Sirth. - - - - - - 346" 
| | Chapter the Thirtunth.. Wy ts 
John,” as the Fertan hg af: Fes en, . 
Character of Charles, king of Navarre.---War with 
England. -Battle of Poictiers.- Defeat and capti- e 
1 vity of John. -Regeney of the Jauphia.-oDiforders,. | | 
| in France. Peace with England. John reſtored to 
freedom, afterwards returns to England and dies 
_ — — 372 


5 


nne, è - © 
1 Acceiion' of the dauphin, Charles the Fifth, to the, 
5 throne of France. The count of Mountfort alia: 7 | 
the duchy of Brittany.--Expedition of Du Gneſclin. 


--Peter the Cruel, king of Caſtile, dethroned by 
08 arms of Du Gueſclin, reſtored by the prince of ©. 
8 defeated and put to death by Henry 
of Franſtamare.--War between the French and _ 
8 eat d character of e the a 392 


400i 1E 12 Ren 3011 Q! 


4 4 — * 8 * 5 © * 
1 — 5 
eee n F F ce : 
: IT Þ 3 9 * 11 Ws oh % MI. - * 1 ; 2 te ihe | 5 3 * As 
- 4 . . , 
- _ % gl 


Marches againſt. | de of Britta 
with inſanity near 5 mr 


55 e 3 


2 wind; 


I 


1 
r ee, — 
— 288 * » - 4 — - 
« 4 — 
\ — a os 1 
1 , I * 
4 * © +8 
& 4 Hf * 4 
9 » * ; 
f 
* ) 5 
« * 1 be: 2 
WE. = 
4 ve, * 
* 4 . - 
271 = 
- 4 
-- 5 


CT — 
Pg Ky — 

- . 

— 


3 8 Reon 
* 


* ä 
2 "2 N pl fas 
x — 


e eee Ss Sg 
2 5 2 iy — 


ä * 
5 5 2 8 — 
. p 9 we * a 
ere = mn — a * n wv v " - ww 8 
ron ̃ — —— LE FT ͤ ˙ůLr—ꝛꝛꝛ Labs EL HED 
TIS = — 
. 2 


: - —— 
hs , . —— - 
2 r rn db hoc (CO GEL 
yn * 6 
— — 
» 


. 
— 


vi 1 * 
EA = 
ba 


- 7 
* * ; * oa 
»\ þ IE £ » us A 2 Ls 
wks hs ee TIO woe 
— 


Paris opens her gates to | Charlie. Bade of Cat. | 5 
* tillonz=The Engliſh are expelled France. Diſcon- 
- tent of the dauphin.—Retires to the duke of Bur- 
n of Charles the Seventh, „ e 


22 


ATE | Chapter the Nintteenth. F ; 


W454 


Acceſſi on 107 Lewis the Eleven th.—League for the pub- 

| "lic good: —Battle of Montlheri.—Treaties of Con- 

fans and St. Maur. Interview of Lewis at Peronne 

with the duke of Burgundy,—Impriſonment of the 
king of France,—Revolutions in England, —Edward a5 

. the F n MONT France,—Treaty of Os; % 


4 „ | Chapter the Ti wenticth, 4. + 


l 


. Wars of Chitfes the Bold, duke of Burgundy. —Death 


"= 4s 


of that prince. B urgundy and Artois re- annexed to . 7 
the crown of France. —Acquiſition of, Provence. 1 5 15 
Death of Lewis the Eleventh. sketch of the conſti- 
tution of France from the acceſſion of Hugh Caper 
to the deack of Lewis the Man „ OY 


' * 8 . 
: » „ 

8 , þ ; 2 $ 

* &Y ; F ” 7 « s f X 42 ox 


« S * 
* * 
1 
3 
! \ 
" *. 4 
% - — » 
% —_— * 5 
y 8 * 4 
* 
* \ ! F 
7 X * , 
Wh, 2 4 
1 
N * N * 
* 
* 
4 
* 
— ; * 
* 5 % 7 * F 
* 
* Ca 54 > 


*, 
e 


4 Ag 
. 4 
* — 
N 
1 
BY „ 8 


* $$ 6 * '2 2 * * * " X n * 
2 2 8 2 


wn? 4 1 .4 


ORIGIN AND: rmsr EXPEDITIONS or THE. FRANKS. SE, 

Rio or CLOVIS ;—HIS' VICTORIES OVER THE A 
MAxs, THE ALEMANNI, 'THE BURGUNDIANS, AND THE. © _ 

'_ , VISIGOTHS.; — HIS. CONVERSION: TO THE: CHRISTIAN. | — «© _ 

- FAITH ;—DIVISION OF HIS EMPIRE BETWEEN HIS © * 

SONS, © THIERRI, 'CLODOMIR, CHILDEBERT, AND. LO 5 


„ 5 4 a - 


* * 


1 


4 TARE.— SUCCESSION AND EXTNGTION OF THE a we + 
. VINGIAN, RACE, | „„ E | 
& 94 3, 1 2 OT 44 * 2 4 5 25 — +4 - 1 £2 4+: 3 . 8 


A. D. 240. 5 


A. D. 260. 


2 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 


| compoſe one of the moſt powerful and enlighten- 


ed monarchies of Europe, has employed every 
effort of learning and ingenuity; Panonia, Gaul, 
and the northern parts of Germany, have ſucceſ- 
fively claimed, and been allowed the honour of 
their birth : But theſe diſcordant opinions are 
rejected by the moſt rational critics; and it is 
now generally ſuppoſed, that about the two hun- 
dred and fortieth year of the chriſtian 
æra, under the reign of the emperor 
Gordian, a confederacy was formed by the inha- 
bitants of the lower Rhine and the Weſer: Theſe 
aſſumed the honoyrable name of F RANKS, or | 
FREEMEN ; and the laws of their union, which 
at firſt were dictated by mutual advantage, were 
confirmed by gradual experience. ; 
The Rhine, the boaſted ſafeguard of the Ro- 
man provinces, proved but a feeble barrier a- 


| | theſe enterpriſing confederates ; the devaſt- | 


ations of the Franks ſtretched from 

„that river to the ſpot of the Pyrenees ; 

their army penetrated through the paſſes of thoſe 
difficult mountains; and Tarragona, the capital 0 


of a peaceful province, was ſacked and almoſt de- 


ſtroyed by their rapacious fury. For twelve years, 
while the imperial ſceptre was feebly ſwayed by 
Gallienus, Spain was the theatre of their deſtruc- 

tive hoſtilities; the ports of the exhauſted coun- 


5 try ſupplied them with veſſels to tranſport them- 


ſelves 
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felves into Mauritania; and Africa beheld with 
terror and aſtoniſhment. the manners and habirs, 
the complexion and ferocious! courage, of theſe 
new invaders: | ; 4 
In the reign of Probus, the Franks were com- 
pelled by the victorious arms of that monarch to 
repaſs the Rhine, and to ſhelter . 
A. D. 277. 
ſelves in the flat maritime country - 
which they had previouſly occupied, interſected 
and oyerflowed by the ſtagnating waters of the 
redundant river ; but a colony eſtabliſhed by the 
emperor on the ſea-coalt of Pontus, animated by 
their unconquerable love of freedom, ſeized a fleet 
ſtationed in the harbours of the Euxine, and re- 
ſolved to explore their way from the mouth of the 
| Phaſis, to that of the Rhine, They eſcaped through 
the Boſphorus and Helleſpont, and ſpread their 
depredations along the coafts of the Mediterra- 
nean; the defenceleſs and unſufpecting. ſhores of 
Aſia, Greece, and Africa were afflicted by their 
frequent deſcents; the city of Syracuſe was ſur- 
priſed, her treaſures rifled, and her inhabitants 
maſſacred. - Thenee directing their courſe to the 
columns of Hercules, they committed themſelves 
to the wide expanſe of the ocean; and ſteering 
through the Britiſh channel, landed inn on 
the Batavian or Friſian ſhores. 


During a long period of barbarie darkness, the 
Franks are concealed from our view; but they 
| WY emerged 


* 5 TORY OF FRANCE. | 


.emerged again when the throne of Valentinian the 
Third was ſhaken by. the Scythian torrent, and 
Attila poured on the empire the tempeſt of his 
arms. The Franks, who had already eſtabliſhed 
the right of hereditary- ſucceſſion in the Merovin- 
gian race, eagerly ſeized the favourable moment 


of enterpriſe, and embraced the opportunity of 


extending the limits of their monarchy, ſtill con- 
fined to the neighbourhood of the Rhine. Diſ- 
pargum, a village between Louvain and Bruſſels, 
was the reſidence of Clodion, the firſt of their 


kings mentioned in authentic hiſtory: Informed 


by his ſpies of the defenceleſs ſtate of the adjacent 
.country, he preſſed through that part 
of the foreſt of Ardennes between the 
Scheld and the Meuſe, occupied the cities of 
Tournay and Cambray, and extended his con- 
queſts as far as the river Somme. Though ſur- 


A. D. Ae. 


priſed and routed by the Roman general Etius, 


he ſoon retrieved his ſtrength and reputation, and 
maintained the poſſeſſion of his new acquiſitions. 
But his death expoſed his kingdom to the diſcord 
and ambition of his two ſons; and while the 
elder ſought the formidable alliance of Attila, the 
Seythian monarch, the younger implored and ob- 
tained the protection of the court of Rome. 

The weſtern empire of Rome, ſeparated from 
that of the eaſt, already rapidly verged towards 
its ; and the authority of Odoacer, a E 


* 
1 2 


HISTORY OF FRANCE. 5 
barbarian mercenary, was extinguiſned by the 
- reign of Theodoric the Oftrogoth ; when the kin- 
dred tribes of the Franks ſeated along the Scheld 
and the Meuſe, the Mofelle and the Rhine, were 
attracted by the fuperior merit of Clovis, who 
had ſucceeded to the command of the Salic tribe 
by the death of his father Childeric. The narrow 
limits of his kingdom were confined to the iſland 
of the Batavians, with the ancient dioceſes of 
Tournay and Arras; but his martial bands were 
. ſwelled by the voluntary allegiance of his country- 


men; and his victorious banner was followed 


by the warriors, who, though governed by the 
\ Jenna; kings of the Merovingian race, were 
ree to ſhare the fortunes of a poplar and fuc- 
ceſsful general. 
Egidius, a noble Roman, and the rants gene- 
ral of Gaul, had eſtabliſhed an independent fove- 
reignty beyond the Alps. When the Franks were 
diſſatisfied with the youthful follies of Childeric 
their king, they entruſted the ſceptre to the hand 
of the Roman general; but as ſoon as the fickle 
barbarians repented of their injury to the Mero- 
. vingian race, the reſtoration of the lawful prince 
was prudently acquieſced in by the moderation of 
Zgidius : Syagrius, his ſon, with the authority at 
| leaſt, if not with the title of king, poſſeſſed the 
city and dioceſe of Soiſſons, with Rheims and 


"_ Beauvais and Amiens. The glory of the 
B23 e father, Fs 


o 
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father, with the power of the ſon, excited cha | 
| jealouſy and ambition of Clovis; and Syagrius ac- 
cepted the hoſtile defiance of his riyal, and ap- 
pointed the day and the field of battle. The Ro- 
man chief, with his diſorderly multitude, * was van- 
quiſhed by the intrepid Franks at Nogent, about 
ten miles from Soiſſons: The unfortunate Egi- 
dius in vain eſcaped to the diſtant court of Thou- bs 
louſe ; he was ſurrendered. to the menaces of the 
victor. The Belgic cities, Soiſſons, Rheims, Pro- 
vence, Sens, Troyes, and Auxerre, opened their 
gates to the triumphant Clovis; ; Whoſe dominions 
| towards the eaſt were enlarged by. the dioceſe of 5 
"a Tongres, 2 conqueſt. which he at- 
AD. . chieved in the cent 7 of this 
| reign, | 
he Alemanni had foread iemſtves's in Gaul 
over the modern provinces of Lorrain and Alface, 
and their invaſion of the kingdom of Cologne 
ſummoned Clovis to the defence of his kinſman 
A _ oy and ally. In the plains of Tolbiac, 
8 twenty-four. miles from the city of 
C ologne, the two armies encountered each other 
with equal valour and mutual animoſity, -In the 
firſt onſet the ranks of the Franks were broken, 
and the ſhouts of the Alemanni proclaimed their 
hopes of victory: But the battle was: reſtored by 
the {kill and example of Clovis; the F ranks re- 
s 2 the charge, and: their tranſient Hig 


wet 
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} 


vas effaced by a erved! laughter. The Alemanni 


| in vain endeavoured to ſhelter. themſelves in the 


deep receſſes of their foreſts; their king, the laſt 
| who could boaſt that title, periſhed in the field; 
and his ſubjects were preſerved only by the, mo- 


deration of the conqueror, who condeſcended 29 
accept their ſubmiſſion, and permitted them, while 


they acknowledged his ſovereignty, to retain their 
peculiar manners and inſtitutions, under the go- 
yernment of official, yy at IN AOL 
dukes, 
Clovis had been 50 educated, Had perfevered 
until the thirtieth year of his age, in the errors of © 
puaganiſm: But although he had hitherto rejected 
or diſregarded the evidence of chriſtianity, his 


ſubjects of Gaul enjoyed the ffee and uncontroul- - 


led exerciſe of their religious worſhip. He had 
eſpouſed in the fair Clotilda, the niece of the king 
of Burgundy, a zealous catholic; and the influ- 
ence of the queen was inceſſantly directed towards 
the converſion of her huſband. Some ſuperſtiti- 
ous fears were excited in Clovis by the death of 


their infant ſon, who had been purified i in the fount 


ol baptiſm; but he was perſuaded to renew the 


 facred experiment; and in the battle 055 cow 


When the broken ranks'of the Franks were preſſed 


| bythe Alemanni, Clovis loudly invoked the god of 


Clotilda, and of the chriſtians: His deciſive victory 


| contributed to confirm his wavering mind; he 
| 708 cs Si a _ liſtened | 


1 The 1 of Clovis had boon affected by the pa- 
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domeſtic contention, had ſacrificed the tives! 'of 


two of his brothers, one of whom was the father 
of the queen of the Franks; a third brother, 
| Godegeſil, had been ſpared: by his policy or hu- 

manity, and was ſuffered'to' poſſeſs the dependent | 


principality of Geneva. The faith of Gondebaud 


was ſtained with Arianiſm, but his ſubje&s were 


ſtrongly inclined to the orthodox religion; and 


is brother Godegeſil conſpired with Clovis, who 
was ſtimulated by inordinate ambition, holy zeal, 


and a deſire to revenge the murder of the father 
of Clotilda, In a, battle fought between Langres 
and Diva,” Gondebaud, deferted by 
Godegeſil, was forced to yield to the 


ee of his brother and the irreſiſtible valour 
of the Franks; he abandoned to the purſuit of 


Clovis the important cities of Lyons and Vienne, 


and fled with precipitation to Avignon: The 


impetuous ardour of the victor was checked by 


the ſiege of that city; the vigour and reſolution 
of Gondebaud induced the ſon of Childeric to liſ- 
ten to terms of accommodation; a certain annual 
tribute was ſtipulated; a conſiderable ſum of money 


was immediately diſburſed to ſatisfy the demands 


of the Franks; and Godegefil was confirmed 


in the poſſeſſion of Vienne, and ſeveral other 


2 places which he had ST oxy s the. Ore 
of the ... 185 | 


The nd of Clovis had ſcaree- wh bein the 
| ceerritories 


| HISTORY oF * FRANCE. | "oy 


territories of Gondebaud, before chat nonat 
| Proc to efface his diſgrace, and avenge the 
reaſon of his brother: He aſſembled with-dili- 
gence. an army at Lyons, and advanced with ra- 
pidity towards Vienne, which was garriſoned by 
-five thouſand Franks, commanded. by Godegeſil 
in perſon. - The ſecret paſſage of an aqueduẽt was 
| revealed to Gondebaud by a perfidious citizen; 


in the ſilent hour of night, a choſen band entered 
the ſubterraneous channel; they inſtantly ſeized 


the moſt important poſts ; the gates were thrown 


open to their Companions ; ;, the Franks who 


eſcaped the ſword, were ſent priſoners to the king 


of the Viſigoths; and by the death of Godegeſil, 
the king of Burgundy a third time, in 4 ie 


Kin. ſtained his hands with fraternal blood. 
The capture of Vienne was followed by the gab. 


e of the other cities which. had been, occu- 


pied by Godegeſil; the inhabitants acknowiedged 
the authority, and implored the clemency of their 


muſt no longer expect that tribute he had pre- 
ſumed to extort· Although the pride of the king 


of - the Franks muſt haye been ſenſibly wounded 


by this. declaration, though he could not be indif- 
ferent to the fate f his ſubjects and the death 4 


bis ally, vet ihe conqueror of Gaul diſſembled 


the injury, releaſed the tribute, and accepted the 
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HISTORY or P, ee 
alliance and military ſervice ol che 


mme great Alaric in the ſouthern em 'of = 
had, during the reign of Theodoric his for, ct 
rength and maturity ; after the death 
55 Theodorie, who fell in the battle 8 
A:D-45, Chullous defending: be Roman empire 
againſt the invaſion 'of Attila the Kg of W. | 
Paſſed to en ee Tore. as 


7 
1 
4 


of 


Pampeluna, and 3 into the heart of Lu- . 
ſitania, he paſſed the Pyrenees; from thoſe moun: 
* nee, ry 5 


the . 
| ſeble youth of his fon Alavic ; and the long peace 


* 


| vic ba norte menial ee , 
— the inexperience of their" ſovereign,” "and 
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n the dy of Faris, which he already con- 
fidered as the xoyal ſeat of government, the king 
of the Franks propoſed to his nobles u e | 
. © © the Gothic expedition. It is with concern,” 
5 mg he, © I ſuffer the Arians to poſſeſs the moſt 
< fertile part of Gaul; let us, with the aid of God, 
« march againſt them, and having conquered 
« them, annex their kingdom to our dominions.” 
The Franks applauded the religious ardour of 
their ſovereign ; and Clovis, in conformity with 
the piety of the age, having vowed to erect a 
church in honour of the holy apoſtles, prepared 
to march againſt a prince, whoſe friendſhip ne 1 
| had recently Een Nen "7 the more an w_— 1 Nj 
feſſions of regard. 3 
, Although Alaric 1 was Ae dens of ae ex- 
perience, in perſonal courage he was not inferior 
to his aſpiring rival: The Viſigoths, long diſ- 
uſed to war, once more reſumed their arma, and 
© crowded round the ſtandard of their youthful king; 
but their preſumptuous valour was unequally op- 
poſed to the diſcipline and veteran intrepidity of 
the Franks. In the deciſive battle fought on the 
. banks of the Clain, about ten miles to ; 
I die fouth'of Poitiers, the Goths were 4b „ . 
oy totally routed, and purſued with a cruel ſlaughter. 
Alaric, diſdaining to fly, ruſhed againſt his royal 
antagoniſt, and obtained an honourable death 
from the hand of Clovis, An infant . a baſ- 


* 
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tard competitor. factious nobles, and a dilloyal 
people, facilitated. the progreſs of the victor. 
Aquitain readily ſubmitted; and the king of the 
Franks, without further oppoſition, eſtabliſhed uy 
winter quarters at Bourdeau nx. 
In the enſuing. ſpring, Thoulouſe 8 ; 
\, _ - + the royal treaſures of that capital were 
A 2 8 tranſported to Paris ; and the walls of 
Angouleme fell before the fortune of the. con- 
queror. But the rapid career of Clovis was 
checked by the policy and power of Theodoric, 
the king of the Oſtrogoths; that prince, with 
the concurrence of the Roman emperor of the 
eaſt, had delivered Italy from the uſurpation of 
Odoacer the Mercenary, and eſtabliſhed in it the 
ſeat. of his own independent ſovereignty. The 
monarch of Italy had eſpouſed Albofleda, the ſiſter 
of Clovis, and had alſo beſtowed his daughter in 
| marriage on the late king of the Viſigoths. He 
had in vain endeayoured to maintain, by media- | 
tion, the tranquillity of Gaul; and early educated. 
in the profeſſion of Arianiſm, he was influenced 
by religious as well as political motives, to op- 
poſe the ambition of Clovis, and to preſerve the 
remaining poſſeſſions of the kindred Viſigoths. 
He declared himſelf the protector and guardian 
of the infant ſon of Alaric; and Clovis, who had 
formed the ſiege of Arles, was defeated with che 
oy of thirty thouſand Rs and was forced to re- 
3 | * 
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treat with diſgrace before the general of the great 
Theodoric: : At the F ranks ſtill retained the 
greateſt part of their late acquiſitions z and che 
ample province of Aquitain, from the Pyrences to 
the Loire, was indiffolubly annexed to the F roach 
monarchy... RI | 
Eye 0 55 che Robes, h which 
had been conferred on the king of Italy by Zeno, 
the emperor of the eaſt, was by his ſucceſſor 
Anaſtaſius, granted to the king of the Franks. 
Amidſt the ſhouts of the joyful multitude, who in- | 
ceſſantly repeated, the acclamations of conſul and 
Auguſtus, Clovis entered the cathedral _ 6 
A. wo, 509. 
of Tours, after being inveſted in the 
church of St. Martin with a purple tunic and. 
mantle... By theſe honorary diſtinctions the actual 


authority of the monarch of Gaul was not aug- 


mented; but the Romans were diſpoſed to revere 
in the perſon of their maſter the conſular title, and i 
the emperors, by theſe marks of friendſhip and 
alliance, racitly ratified. the W of the ſon of 
Childeric. 3 | 
The ties of Zo ork the precepts of the 
pure religion he had ſo lately profeſſed, were not 
ſufficient to reſtrain the ambition of Clovis; his 
A. P. $10. | 
his kinſmen, the Merovingian princes. 5 
Among other victims to his inſatiate thirſt of 
Power, we diſcern Neider the — of Cologne, 
| " with 
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in the battle of Tolbiac his ſword was drawn 
againſt the Alemaini in the defence of his ally and _ 
kinſman Sigebert, yet he ſoon after heſitated not 
to ſecure his throne by the death of that very 
ally: in whoſe cauſe he had triumphed. : His rul- 
ing paſſion was to render himſelf abſolute mo- 
narch of all Gaul; and he may de confidered as 
more fortunate in the execution of his deſigns than 
juſtifiable in the means he employed. In private 
life, after his converſion to chriſtianity, he was 
chaſte and temperate; nor does it appear chat the 
huſband of cram ever violated the 28875 ee 
marriage - bed. | 
The conduct wh chav of 4 Founder of 
che. French monarchy, naturally excite” our curi- 
oſity and enquiries; but it is not conſiſtent with 
the limits of this work to beſtow an equal degree 


of attention on his immediate ſucceſſors. His do- 


minions were divided between four ſons; Clbdo- 
mir, Childebert, and Clotaire, the children of Clo- 
tilda, reigned with independent authority over Or- 


| leans, Paris, and Soiſſons; and Thierri, the illegi- 


timate offspring of Clovis before his marriage, 
poſſeſſed the greateſt part of Aquitain, and erect-. 
ing a new kingdom under the name of Auſtraſia, 
fixed the ſeat. of his government at Meta. 

The ſons of Clotilda were prompted by ambi- 
tion, and the reproaches of their implacable mo- 
. enn of ayengi ng the death of her father - 
N | | on 
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on the family of the aſſaſſin, to invade the king- 


dom of Burgundy. > Gondebaud was no more:; 


and his ſon and ſucceſſor, Sigiſmond, was ſtained 
with the blood of an infant child, whom he inhu- 
manly had ſacrificed to the pride and reſentment of 
a ſtep- mother. The Burgundian monarch, who 
had too late diſcovered. his error, was arouſed. 


from the proſtrate poſture of penitence, t defend 
his crown and life againſt. the rapacious invaders 


of his country: His Fefe were in vain; 


AD 7:9 1. ons; eine 11-4. deckGve. enn 


deſerted by his ſubjects, and, with his wife and 
two of his children, was buried alive in a 
well, by the ſtern command of the ſons of > 


vis. His brother Godemar ſtill maintained the 
war; but his forces, in a ſecond battle, were 


routed by Clodomir: yet the victory proved fatal 
to the victor; and Clodomir, entangled 


A. . 5 IH 
5 in the purſuit, was in the moment of 


triumph ſurtounded and ſlain. Of his two ſons, 
the elder was afterwards maſſacred, and the younger 


tion of their uncles. 


The arms. of Childebert and Clotaice dee: 


the final conqueſt of Burgundy ; overwhelmed'- 
the remaining poſſeſſions of the Viſigoths, whoſe” 
youthful king, Amalaric, ſunk into the grave; 
A p. and divided the Dominions of their 


S, 388. late * Clodomir. But an alliance 
"IK | „% i als 


ured in a convent nenen . 2 


* 
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founded in guilt was not likely to be of long du- 
ration; their friendſhip was ſoon interrupted by 
mutual complaints, and at length gave way to 


open hoſtilities. A temporary reconciliation was 
with difficulty effected; and the natural death of 
Childebert preſerved Clotaire from the commiſ- 
ſion of a crime which he had | long contemplated, 


if not with pleaſure, at leaſt without horror. 


During theſe various tranſactions, Thierri, the 


king of Auſtraſia, acquired by arms the poſſeſſion 
of Thuringia, and bequeathed it with the reſt of 


his dominions to his ſon Theodebert; who re- 
duced under his authority Auvergne, reſiſted the 
ambitious enterpriſes of his uncles, Childebert 


: and Clotaire, and invaded with impartial rapa- 
| city the Italian territories of the Ro- , D. 


mans and the Oſtrogoths. His prema- 5 583. 


ture death placed the Auſtraſian ſceptre in the 


hands of his natural ſon Theodebalde; and on the 
demiſe of that prince, his ſubje&s conſented to 
acknowledge as their fovereign Clotaire, who 
by the ſubſequent. deceaſe of Childebert united - 
the dominions of Clovis under his ; ole mo 


ment. 


Clotaire had ſearce time to inſts the Joys of | 


undivided empire before he was ſummoned by 
death, to account for the means by which he had 


acquired it ; and his four ſons immediately divi- . 
* the kingdom which he had cemented at the 
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8 of o much blood. Paris fell by lot to 
A. 5 Caribert; z. Orleans and Burgundy to 
562, 613. Sontra; Auſtraſia to Sigebert; ; 125 
once more kindled the flames, of diſcord among 
the Merovingian princes; and a temporary compro- | 
miſe, which divided the city of , Paris into three. 
parts and confined | each, prince to his ſeparate. 
diſtrict, was nat. likely to extinguiſh. the glowing | 
embers. Tt is unneceſſary to diſguſt the reader 


with the unintereſting ſeries' of fraternal diſcord, © 


or the immortal hatred of Brunehaut, the wife of 
Sigebert, and Fredegonde, firſt the concubine 
and afterwards the conſort of Chilpetic. 2 
ſucceſſive years open violence and ſecret in- 
trigue, the ſword and the dagger "alternately in- x 
terrupted the tranquillity” of the ſubſect, and al. | 


failed the life of the ſovereign. Sigebert. was al- 


| ſaſſinated at the inſtigation of Chilperic; and > 


that prince himſelf was afterwards. doomed to 
experience the fame perſdy as he h ad pradtiſed 
againſt his brother. His ſon, Clotaire the Se- 
cond, then only four months old, Was pro- 5 
tected in the poſſeſſion of Soiſſons by his uncle 


a Gontran, the king of Burgundy, againſt Chil 95 


bert, the ſon and ſucceſſor of Sigebert of Auſtra- 
ſia. The death of Gontran devolved his domi- 5 
nions on the Auſtraſian monarch, who in vain. re 
need Ar i ONS on the : youthiol FO, of Soi. 
8 8 bons; . 


* * „ 
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Dns! ; And expiring ſoon ih. left tis kingdom f 


and his two infant ſons the victims of their own 


ambition, and of the artifices of the very prince 
vhom he himſelf had endeavoured to oppreſs. 
The different rr of Gaul again obeyed 


the authority of a ſingle maſter, and the | | 
ſole power which had been poſſeſſed 0 


by Clotaire the Firſt was revived in his ay 


Clotaire the Second; who during fifteen years held 
the reins of government with a ſteady hand, and 


chaſtiſed, in a ſignal victory, the inſolence of the 


Saxons. On his death, his eldeſt ſon, 


Dagobert, who had already received 
from his father the crown of Auſtraſia, ſucceeded 


A.D. 628; 


= the kingdoms of Neuſtria, (which compriſed 


the country between the Meuſe and the Loire,) and 


- Burgundy : To his younger brother, Caribert, he 


aſſigned à part of Aquitain, with the royal city 
of Toulouſe. The deceaſe of C aribert, wo en- 


Joyed his trgnfient ſovereignty but three years, 


was followed in a few days by that of his ſon Chil- 
peric, who was ſuppoſed to fall a victim to the 


ambition of his uncle; and Aquitain again was 


annexed to the crown of France, and to the do- 
minions of Dagobert. An unſucceſsful war with 
the Selavoriians induced this monarch to reſign 


the ſceptre of Auſtraſia to his eldeſt ſon, Sigebert; 
and the death of the former aſter a reign 


of ten 1 confirmed Sigebert in the e 
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expence of o much FEW? Paris fell by lot to 


A. D. Caribert; 5. Orleans and Burgundy to 
562, 613. - Gontran ; Auſtraſia to Sigebert; ; and 


| Soiſſons to Childebert. The death of Cekibert 
once more kindled che flames, of diſcord among 


190 54 


the Merovingian princes; and a temporary compro- : 
miſe, which divided the city of Paris into three. 
parts and confined each, prince to his ſeparate 
diſtrict, was not likely to extinguiſh the glowing 
embers, Tt is unneceſſary to diſguſt the reader 


with the unintereſting ſeries of fraternal diſcord, © 


or the immortal hatred of Brunchaut, the wife of 
Sigebert, and F. redegonde, firſt the concubine 
and afterwards the conſort. f Chuperic. 5 During 
ſucceſſive years open violence and ſecret | N= 
trigue, the ſword and the dagger alternately in- 
terrupted the tranquillity of the ſubject, and al. 
failed the life of the ſovereign, Sigebert was al- 
ſaſſinated at the inftigition” of Chilperic; ; and 
that prince himſelf was afterwards doomed to 
experience the ſame perfidy as he had Practiſed | 
againſt his brother. His ſon, Clotaire the Se- 
cond, then only four months old, Was pro- 


tected in the poſſeſſion of Soiſſons by his uncle : 


5 Gontran, the king of Burgundy, againſt Childe- 


bert, the ſon and ſucceſſor of Sigebert of Auſtra 

ſia. The death of Gontran devolved his 1 bn 
nions on the Auſtraſian monarch, who | in vain re 
need ny attempts on the e youthful king of Soi. 
ore 5 ſons; 5 
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fons; ; and expiring ſoon after, left his kingdom 
and his two infant ſons the victims of their own 85 


ambition, and of the artifices of the very prince 
whom he himſelf had endeavoured to oppreſs. 


The different provinces of Gaul again obeyed 
the authority of Age maſter, and the 
ſole power which had been poſſeſſed 
by Clotaire the Firſt was revived in his grandſon, 
Clotaire the Second; who during fifteen years held 
the reins of government with a ſteady hand, and 
chaſtiſed, in a ſignal victory, the inſolence of the 
Saxons. On his death, his eldeſt ſon, Dt, 
Dagobert, who had already received 
from his father the crown of Auſtraſia,  ſacceeded | 
ro the kingdoms of Neuſtria, (which compriſed 
5 the country between the Meuſe and the Loire,) and 
. Burgundy: To his younger brother, Caribert, he 
of aſfigned 2 part of Aquitain, with the royal city 
* of Toulouſe. The deceaſe of Caribert, who en- 
3 joyed his tranſient ſovereignty but three years, 
Vas followed in a few days by that of his ſon Chil- 
| peric, who was ſuppoſed to fall a victim to the 
ambition of his uncle; and Aquitain again was 
. annexed to the crown of France, and to the do- 
; | minions of Dagobert. An unſucceſsful war with 
the Sclavonians induced this monarch to reſign 
x the ſceptre of Auſtraſia to his eldeſt ſon, Sigebert ; ; 
” I ane the death of the former after a reign 
of ten * confirmed Sigebert in the 
E 5 3 "poſſeſſion 


A. D. 613. 


628. 


A. D. 628. 
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poſſeſion of Auſtraſia, _ devolved on. him the | 
kingdoms of Neuſtria and Burgundy. | 


From this period, the luſtre of the Meoria. 
gian princes is overſhadowed by the power of 
their ſubjects, the mayors of the. palace : In Auſ- 
traſia, the names of Sigebert, Dagobert, Childe - 
bert, and Childeric ſucceſſively, but darkly, mark 
the adminiſtrations of Pepin and his ſon. Grimo- 

| alde: In Neuſtria and Burgundy, Clovis the Se- 
cond, and Clotaire the Third, were pbſcured by 
the authority of Archambaud and Ebroin. After 
a diſcordant. æra of internal revolutions, Auſ- 
traſia was re· united to Neuſtria and Burgundy, 
a D 952 under the ſole name of Thierri, the 
173 ſonof Clotaire the Third; but the go- 
vernment was entirely ent ruſted to Ebroin, the 
mayor of the palace, whoſe boundleſs ambition 
and bloody tyranny provoked the revolt of the 
nobility of Auſtraſia: Theſe elected as their inde- 
pendent dukes Martin and Pepin, already united 
by the ties of blood. The forces of the confede- 
rates were defeated by Ebroin ; and Martin, who 
had ſurrendered the city of Laon on a promiſe 
of ſafety, was beheaded by the perfidious mayor. 

But Pepin had employed each moment of the 

ſiege in recruiting his ſhattered forces; and the 
aſſaſſination of Ebroin, by the hand of 


A.D. 688, 


a 1 e need him from 5 


oo 
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an Aire and implacable rival, and opened the 
road of greatneſs to the Carlovingian princes. *_ 
The arms of Pepin, furnamed d'Heriſtal from 
his palace on the Meuſe in the neigh-- 
| bourhood of Liege, ſoon after the death 
of Ebroin penetrated. into the Vermandois, and 
| defeated the royal army commanded by the new 
miniſter Bertaire and animated by the preſence of 
Thierri himſelf; this victory rendered Pepin maſ- 
ter of the capital, the finances, and the perſon of 
the king. While he engroſſed the public autho- 
rity, he affected to treat the captive monarch with 
every mark of external reſpect: and the proud 
claims of- ſucceſsful uſurpation were concealed 
beneath the veil of apparent humility. During 
the yarious nominal reigns of Thierri, Clovis the 
Third, Childebert, and Dagobert, he maintained 
his power unſhaken and vndiminiſhed; and his 
repeated triumphs over the F riſons, the Alemanni 
and the Bayarians, confirmed his influence and 
extended his reputation: The latter years of his liſe 
vere embittered by the loſs of his ſon Grimoalde, 
who fell a victim to the envy of the nobility; but 
his death was ſeverely revenged by Pepin, who 
ſoon afterwards terminated.” with his laſt GH 
a proſperous: adminiſtration of twenty- | 
fix years, having previouſly appointed ” D. 716: | 
his grandſon Theudoalde, then only: fi year old, 
the mayor of the palace. e pe 
C4 | | Fi rom 
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From a race of princes deſtitute of virtue and 


: ability, we turn with pleaſure to their powerful 


miniſters, whoſe enterpriſing counſels and ſteady 


valour augmented the glory, and protected the 


dominions, of the French empire. The infant 


years of Theudoalde were indeed oppreſſed by | 
the jealouſy of his ſovereign Dagobert, and the 
defeat of his adherents was ſoon followed by his 


death: But the tottering houſe of Pe- 
pin was propped by the ſplendid talents 
of his illegitimate ſon Charles, who, amidſt the 
alternate viciſſitudes of fortune, diſplayed a mag- 
nanimity of mind worthy of his father. Burſting 


A. D. 355. 


from the bands of enthrallment, he was received 
with open arms by the Auſtraſians, raiſed to the 


dignity of duke, and entruſted with the abſolute 
command of their forces; though encompaſſed | 


| by difficulties, his genius roſe ' ſuperior to his 


ſituation. The death of Dagobert reliev- 
ed him from an antagoniſt, who diſplayed 


a degree of ſpirit uncommon in the degenerate 


Merovingian race; and the election of Chilperic 
from the cloyſter, preſented a competitor whoſe 


virtues were unequal to pierce through the miſts 


of a monkiſh education. In his retreat through 
hs foreſt of — the "_—_ of 22 incautious 


n 


A. D. 71 · Chats; and. in a more ieee | 


action 
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action between Arras and Cambray, the royal 
forces fled before the victorious Auſtraſians. 
The diſtreſs of Chilperic prompted him to ne- 
| 9 an alliance with. Eudes, duke of Aquitain, 
who during theſe troubles had occupied all the 
Franks formerly poſſeſſed on the other ſide of the 
Loire; the friendſhip of Eudes was purchaſed by 
the ſolemn ceſſion of the country he had ſeized. 
To encounter with equal arms his. adverſaries, 
Charles, in imitation of the policy of 
his father Pepin, raiſed to the throne | | 
in, Clotaire a new phantom of royalty; and ad- 
vancing rapidly to Soiſſons, ſurpriſed by his un- 
expected appearance the confederate princes. The 
hoſt of Chilperic and Eudes gradually diſſolved 
before the preſence of the hero; and the duke 
of Aquitain, hopeleſs of ſucceſs, accepted from 


AP 719- 


Charles the ſame terms as he had ſtipulated with 


Chilperic, and delivered the Merovingian king 
into the hands of the duke of Auſtraſia. 
The misfortunes of the unhappy Chliperic, 
whoſe conduct has procured him an honourable 
| exemption from the liſt of indolent princes, receiv- 
ed ſome alleviation from the reſpe&ful treatment 
he experienced. On the death of Clotaire, Charles 
cauſed him to be acknowledged king of Auſtraſia, 

and ſovereign of all the dominions of the Frat 
but from this moment, the adminiſtration was ab- 
ſolurely veſted in the mayors of the palace; and 
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the provinces of the eaſt; the victorious Saracens 
| had * into Wee occupied Spain, paſſ. 
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| alive names of ſucceſſive Merovingian 8 
whoſe feeble characters are deſeribed by the 
epithet faineants, lazy, have almoſt W 0 

reſearches of the hiſtorian. | 


One competitor ſtill rejected the Aber 7 * 


ene the arms of Charles; and Rainfroy, 


who had been appointed by Dagobert the mayor 
of the palace, obtained from his vigorous de- 


| fence an advantageous treaty with the peaceable 


enjoyment of the country of Anjou. 'The indefa- 


tigable efforts of Charles had no ſooner triumphed 


over domeſtic foes than he prepared to encounter 


| the foreign enemies of the ſtate: His life was | 
ſucceſsfully and inceſſantly exerciſed in the cabi- 


net and the field; the Suevians and 


A. D. 728. Friſons were vanquiſhed ; the havghty _ 
ſpirie of the Alemanni was broken by reiterated 


victories; twice he baffled the perfidious enter- 
priſes of Eudes, and by the invaſion of 
. ' Aquitain, taught him in future to ob- 
ſerve the faĩth he had pledged: The diſtreſs of that 


prince ſoon ſummoned Charles to his relief; and 


the duke of the Franks, in the defence of the reli- 
gion of Chriſt, prepared to erect a 288885 monu- 
ment to his own glory. 

In the rapid growth of little r more "Rey a cen- 
wary, the faith of Mahomet had over - ſnadowed 5 


a. 


'v 
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ed the Pyrenees, and appeared under the walls of 


Thoulouſe. Near that city, in an obſtinate en- 
gagement with Eudes, the lieutenant of the Caliph 
loſt his life and army: But the faithful were not 
diſmayed by adverſity; the barrier of the Pyre- 
nees was once more burſt; the ſouth of France 
ſubmitted to the religion of Arabia; and Eudes, 
defeated by Abderame, the leader of the Saracens, 


was reduced, to ſolicit the protection and implore 


the aſſiſtance of the duke of the Franks. 


The forces of the confederates were command- | 
ed by Charles and Eudes; between Tours and 


Poitiers the - chriſtian religion was vindicated 
| againſt the followers. of Mahomer. During fix 
days of deſultory combat, the archers 
and horſemen of the eaſt maintained 
their wonted ſuperiory; but on the Soma the 
| hoſt of the Saracens was oppreſſed by the robuſt 


A. D. 732. 


ſtature and nervous courage of the warriors of the 
| weſt: On that memorable occaſion, the weighty 
_ ſtrokes of Charles firſt acquired him the ſur- 


name of Martel, the Hammer; the bloody field 
was ſtrewed with Abderame himſelf, and; if we 
credit the monkiſh writers, three hundred and ſe- 
venty-five thouſand Mahometans. But though this 


number is, doubtlefs, exaggerated, the victory was 


complete; the chiefs of the Saracens, amidſt the 


: 
F 95 
; 


terror of the. night, nen each for his ſeparate ; 


6 + | TR a: 
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_faſety ; and Aqua: recovered bythe arins 
of Eudes. be: „ x TT * . 2 


A ſecond irruption a he Moflulinen'i into bre 
W revived the laurels of the invincible Martel, 
who in a eciſtye battle humbled again the Fri 
ſons, and ſlew their duke with his own hand. 25 

On the death of Eudes, Charles granted Aquitain 
to Hunalde, the ſon of that prince, reſerving to 
"himſelf the claim of homage without mentioning 

Thierri, who had ſucceeded to Chilperie as titular 
monarch, and who expired ſoon after. T he am- 
bitious mayor of the palace no longer deigned ; 
to- coneeal his authority beneath the ſanction of 
the Merovingian name, and without appointing 
any ſucceſſor to Thierri, ruled the empire of 

France with abſolute power, His weighty medi- 
ation with the Lombards engaged the gratitude 
7  of- pope Gregory the third; and the Roman poti- 5 

tiff ſent him the keys of the tomb of St. Peter, 
offered to ſhake off his dependence on the em- 
peror, and to proclaim Charles conſul of Rome; 
but while the duke of the Franks favourably re- 
garded and encouraged this negociation, the per- 
ſons moſt intereſted in it, pope Gregory the third, 
Leo the third emperor of the eaſt, and Charles 
M.,artel N enn a few ſucceſſive months, . 


expired. 
| A, Ne he r. 


— — 


0 he: cones Mien of O&ober, | 
after an aninterrupged career of _ | 
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perity, ini an adminiſtration. of twenty · wo ; 
years from the battle of Cambray, Charles Mar- 
tel breathed. his laſt in the fiftiech year of his 
age. Although his victories oyer the Saracens 
moſt probably preſerved. Europe from the im- 
pending yoke c of Mahomet, yet the future e, 
pineſs of the ſaviour of Chriſtendom has been im- 
| preached. by the legends, of the monks; and the 
clergy: h reſented the freedom, with which he 
applied the revenues of the church to the defence 
of. the chriſtian religion, have not heſirated to en- 
roll him among Na damned : ; In a letter addreſſed - 
to Lewis, the g on of Charlemagne, it is aſ- 
ſerted, that on opening the tomb of Charles Mar- 
tel, the ſpectators were affrighted by. the. ſmell of 
fire and. the aſpelt of an borrid dragon; and that 
a aint of the. times W2 ; indulged with a viſion. of -/ 
_ the foul and body of the founder, of the See 
gan race burning in the abyſs. of hell. Lacht, 
In an afſembly, of the nobles, ai Gore due] PT ; 
vious to his death, Charles aſſigned to his eldeſt ! 
ſon, Carloman, Auſtraſia; and to his ſecond ſong ' | 13 
Pepin, ſurnamed the Sbort, N euſtria and Bur- 
gundy ; to a third ſon, the iſſue of a ſecond mar- 
riage, he only allotted, ſome lands in France; and 
the reſentment; of  Grippon ſoon diſturbed the 
tranquillity of his brothers. With the aid of his 
mother Sonnechilde he occupied the city of Laon, 
and farrengerey not Th he had endured a cloſe | 
and 


P ˙ TTT 
2 * * > POS STR . har ag” = ng — 


and vigorous ſi iege. | Sonnechilde' was by che vic- 
tors diſmiſſed to a convent; and Grippon was 
confined in a caſtle in the foreſt of Arden. a6 


harmony which prevailed between the two bro- 


front. 


. 
BY 


2 
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The prejudice which might have attended the 


diviſion of the empire, was averted by the entire 


P 


RS Carloman and Pepin. To reſtrain the tur- I 
bulent diſpoſition of the nobles, the 


d e. Jarter reſtored in Childeric, the ſon of 
Thierri, the regal title; but Carloman, though be 


aſſented to the proptiety of this meaſure in Neuſ- 
tria and Burgundy, ruled Auſtraſia, which he con- 
ſidered as hereditary in his farvily, with indepen-"' 
dent authority: the intrigues of their mother-in- 
law ſoon compelled the two brothers to vindicate 
their different titles by arms: That enterpriſing 
woman had negociated a marriage between Hil- 
trude, the ſiſter of Carloman and Pepin, , and 
Odilon the duke of Bavaria. The Bavarian, inſti- 


gated by Sonnechilde, and alarmed at the grow- 


ing power of the ſons of Marte}, formed a con- 


federacy with Theodebald, duke of the Alemanni, 


and Theodoric the duke of the Saxons; a formĩ-· 
dable army was aſſembled, and the allies, to cover N 
their country and protect their camp, cautiouſly | 
poſted . themſelves with the river Leck in their 5 


Carloman and Pepin were not ignorant of theſe” 


danger, nor unacquainted with the deſigns of the 


* ; 
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confederates; 3: at the head of their faithful Franks ' 


they advanced towards the enemy, paſſed the ri- 


ver at different fords at the filent hour of night, 


and at the ſame moment attacked the 


camp of the allies. During five hours A. D. 70. 
the action was maintained with perſevering valour; 

but at length the entrenchments were forced on 
every fide ; the dominions of the Bavarians and 


Saxons were delivered to the rapacity of the vic- 
tor ious ſoldiers; and the dukes gladly embraced 


the offer of pardon, on the renewal of their ho- 


ah and a ſolemn promiſe of future fidelity. 


vaged the open country, and conſumed with fire 


the magnificent cathedral and the greateſt part of 
the city of Chartres. On the approach of the 


Franks, he haſtily retreated; and in the enfuing 


year the inſult was avenged by the preſence of 


Pepin at the head of a numerous army. 
Aquitain was doomed to expiate by the 


calamities of war the crime of her fovereign ; and 


Funalde, rofmented with the pangs of diſappoint- 


ed ambition, reſigned his dominions to. 5 fon, 5 


and retired to a convent. 


Far different were the motives which influenced. 
Carloman to embrace a life of religious folitude ; 
eren in the motnent of triumph, in the midſt of | 


ſucceſſive 


ig the abſence of the two brothers, Hu- 
nalde, duke of Aquitain, in conſequence of his 
engagements with Odilon, paſſed the Loite, ra- 
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ſucceſſive victories, he conceived” the deſign at, 
ſecluding himſelf from the follies and vices of the 


world in the ſilent gloom of a, cloyſter. In vain 
did his brother Pepin, at leaſt with the appear - 
ance - of ſincerity, . labour to diſſuade him from a 
deſign ſo grateful to his own ambition: Firm and 


unalterable in his reſolution, after humbling: tlie 


rebellious nations of Germany, Carloman aſſumed 
A 570 the monaſtick habit, and fixed his final 
70 reſidence in a Benedictine abbey on f 


Mount Caſſin. But while he defiicated. the re- 


mainder of his life to retirement and religion, 
his manly mind deſpiſed the auſterities of. the Aſ- 
cetics, , who mortified their affeRtions as oa mies | 


of eternal happiness. 


"ob The. undivided . 4 . Satin $0 


the Franks was, by the abdication of Carloman, 


veſted in the hands of Pepin; and we are pleaſed 
to diſcover in the treatment of his younger bro- 
ther, a proof of the regret with which he ac- _ 
quieſced in, the ſeceſſion of his elder. Grippon 


was immediately releaſed from his tedious confine- 


ment, entruſted with the juriſdiction of a large do- 
main, and the expenditure of a conſiderable reve- 
nue: Adverſity might have damped, but it had 


not extinguiſhed the latent flame of ambition; he 


once more incited the duke of the Saxons to ſup- 


5 Port his claims by. the terror of a foreign invaſion. + | 
the arms of Fin as gin; the Saxons | 


5 


were 


Mis rohr or FRANGE: | 2 
1 Gb 3; theit duke Theodoric, the captive of 
| the victor, was from that moment bu- 15 % 
ried in oblivion; and His ſubjects pur. | . | 5 
chaſed their pardon by the ſacrifice of their re⸗ 
ligion, and purified themſelves in the We | 
| - fount from the crime of rebellion. . Na „ 
The death of Odilon, duke of Bavaria, * „ 
ä volved his ſceptre o on his infant ſon Taſſilon; and | 
his widow. Hiltrude readily . offered an afylum o 
1 - half- brother, the fugitive Grippon. ® 1 
ed by a ftrong body of maleron- . 70 EY 
| tent Fi ranks, the eee ſuppliant ſeized his 


36 IJ the his alien power vaniſhed on the OY i 
| ae. of Pepin; Taffilon was once more re- 93 
ſtored to his domũinions; and Grippon, again pa- 
doned by his brother, again endeavoured to awake. = 
the dormant embers of faction; and eſcaping from ew 
the city of Mans, fought protection in the court 
of the duke of Aquitain 
I) ue enemies of Pepin were cuter . va- 
jour, his friends were multiplied by his liberality; 
all the powers of royalty had been exerciſed by 
the mayors of the palace, and the regal title 
was only wanting to confirm the ſucceſſion, and- | 
gratify the ambition of the deſcendants of Charles 
Martel. The Franks were perplexed between the #; 3 
name and ſubſtance of their government; and the 
3 nobles were bound * a e oath - 
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of fidelity to the feeble Childeric, Their. com- 95 


. mon ambaſſadors addreſſed pope Za- 

a chary to diſpel their ſcruples and abſolye 
their promiſe and the Roman pontiff pronounced, 
that it was lawful to transfer the egal dignity 
from hands incapable of maintaining it to thoſe 
which had ſo ſucceſsfully preſerved , it; and that 
the nation might unite in the ſame perſon the au- 
thority and title of king, An anſwer ſo agreeable 


to the wiſhes of the Franks was received with 5 
tumultuous approbation; the unfortunate Chil- 


deric was degraded,, ſhaved, and immured for ever. 
in a monaſtery ; and the final extinction of the 
blood of Clovis Was forgotten in r + hey glories pl 
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fend * arms ths e n he had h the 
revolt of the Saxons claimed the preſence of 
Pepin} and at the head of a royal army he cha- 
tiſed the levity of that turbulent people, and aug- 
mented their tribute, During this expedition he 
was delivered from the active enmity of an im- 
placable relation: The reſtleſs temper 

of Grippon ever ſtimulated hit to new A n nod 
| etiterpriſes ; he determined to eſcape from the 
court of Aquitain, and to throw himſelf on the 


| protection of Aſtolphus, the king of the Lom- 
| D 2 | . 
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| bards; but he was lain, as he boldly attacked, 
Voith a handful of troops; à fortified paſs on the 
= E _ confines of Italy. The ſubmiſſion of the Saxons 
= was ſoon followed by that of the Bretons ; Nar- 
5 ko bonne Was recovered from the infidels ; and the 
injuries and preſence of pope Stephen the Third - 
determined the deyout te; e ee as ad | 
1 the ſucceſſor of St. Peter. 775 
The kingdom of the Lombards, which WE the 
toyal reſidence at Pavia extended to the gates of 
the ancient capital, oppreſſed the waining ſtrength 
and feeble age of Rea Aſtolphus, the ſovereign - 
of the hoſtile nation, had poſſeſſed himſelf of Ra. | 
venna, and extinguiſhed in Italy the nominal au- 
' thotity of the emperor of the eaſt; Rome was 
| menaced by the viRtorious Lombard, and the 
| life of each citizen was fixed at the annual tribute 
of n plece of gold. The Roman pontiff had in 
d vain endeavoured to deprecate the injuſtice of his 
"i enemy! with fearful ſpeed he traverſed the Pen- 
_—_—_ nine Alps, and Implored the protection of the 
monarch of the Franks He was lodged in the 
| Abbey of St. Denys, and, during a dangerous. 
fickneſs, attended by the king in perſon, - On his 
regovery, Stephen ſolemnly placed the diadem 
on the head of his benefactor, beſtowed the. 
regal unction on his ſons Charles, and Carloman, 
and conferred on the three princes yy ge. of. 


P atrician of Rome, . | | 
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| As che Gritnd'of the Roman pontiff as the father 
_ of 'the ancient capital of the world, the grateful 

- Pepin, at the head of a zealous and mar- 7 06 oY 
tial people, conducted in triumph his- 5 
late ſuppliant into Italy. Aſtolphus, bee ln BO 
- Payia by the devout Franks, renounced all pre- 
tenſions to the ſovereignty of Rome, reſtored the 
city and exarchate of Ravenna, and pledged his 


oath ſcrupulouſly to obſerve the conditions of the 1 


treaty. Ravenna was by the haſty generoſity of 
Pepin transferred to the holy ſee; and the king 
ol the Franks, exulting in the ſucceſs of his « ex- 
pedition, repaſſed the Alps in triumph. 
The ſatisfaction of Pepin was but of tn 
ration 4 the retreat of the Franks diffipated the 
fears of Aſtolphus ; he refuſed to fulfil the condi= 
tions which had been extorted from him, and al- 
ready preſſed with menaces and arms the indepen 
dence of Rome. An eloquent eplſtle, in the name 
and perſon of St. Peter himſelf, rekindled the zeal 
of the French monarch the ſon of Martel reſumed 
his armour, and the rapidity of his march was 


5 only to be equalled by that of his ſueceſl. The | 


_ diſtreſs of Stephen was relieved, the perfidy of 
Aſtolphus was chaſtiſed, by the appearance of the 
hero; the Lombard was a ſecond time compelled. 
to ſue for peace; and to the former termg was 
added the oh of. an annual eee The | 
"7 b. 3 8 5 | paris 
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9 8 | '  barians-to'a tranſient ſtate. of reluctant 
= A 2 75. trariquillity z and their general Didier - 
2B having ſeized the ſceptre, as à title to his. uſur 
— pation, ſolicited and worden the ſandtion 4 this 
Roman e e | 
Taue repoſe of Pepin was diſturbed b gene- 
xuul revolt of the impatient Saxons; but their en- 
IN / deavours to break, ſerved only to rivet, their 
95 chains; and their pardon was purchaſed by a re- 
5 newal we their. tribute, and an annual ſupply of 
If Ap. three. hundred horſe. Vaifar, duke of 5 
288, 765. Aquitain, who had long regarded the 
1 growing power of Pepin with a jealous eye, ſeized 
4 the moment of commotion, entered Burgundy, * 
and ravaged the open country as far as Chalons. 
But the king of the Franks was not to be in- 
ſiiulted with impunity; rapidly returning from Ger- 
1 many, he paſſed the Loire, levelled the caſtle of 
1 Auvergne, and extended his devaſtations as ſur as 
5 Limoges; Aquitain would probably have been 
reduced into the form of a province of the F rench 
empire, had not the deſigns of Pepin been inter- 
- rupted by the ſecret and hoſtile Preparations a '; 
5 1 nephew Taſſilon, duke of Bavaria. 5 
| - The boundleſs luſt of power which has mar 
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firained by the ties of conſanguinity, or the im- 
pulſe of gratitude; and the moment that Taſſilon 
beheld with envy che riſing fortune of his uncle, 
he ceaſed to remember that Pepin had formerly 
delivered him from the uſurpation of Grippon. 
From the court of France he retired into his own - 
dominions, renounced his homage to the French 
King, and prepared to aſſert 5 arms his claich of | 
eee, eee 1 | 
The prudence of Pepin 1 was atisfied with, K. | 
5 curing his frontier by a chain of poſts, againſt the 
raſh-incurſions of the Bavarian; and having pro- 
; vided for the internal peace of his own kingdom, 
he once more appeared in arms on the banks of 


the Loire, - determined vigorouſly to proſecute 


the war in Aquitain: That river proved but a 

feeble barrier; and Vaifar, who at firſt had en- 
deavoured to impede his progreſs by laying waſte 
part of the country, embraced the more generous e 
reſolution of defending; his dominions in a field 
of battle. A total defeat reduced him to ſue in 
vain for peace; the duke of Bavaria, intimi- 


dated by the misfortunes of his ally, ſought a re- 


conciliation, and by his ready ſubmiſſion diſ- 


armed the reſentment of the victor, who advanced 


with diligence: towards the banks of the Garonne. 
Di. ittreſs diffolved the allegiance of the ſubjects of 
Vaifar; and that unhappy prince, conſcious of his 

| impending TROP: retired with & faithful band of 
"D 4 . , followers 
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follewers into the country. of Xaintonge, and de- 
| © fending himſelf with indignant valour, eng, 
EE of deſpair yielded vp bis crown and . 
E | | mesa Pepin, en de aer of | 
France; and the victorious monarch had ſcarce 5 
time to indulge the pleaſing viſion of future con- 
queſts, when he was reminded of the inſtability of 
human power by the ſymptoms of his approach 
ing end, He e eee en at | 


90 * 


I WP - 


— 


| « 5 56s. in the ſeyenteenth year of his reign and 
the fifty-fourth year. of his age. = The "oY 
- diminutive form of | Pepin concealed the 'migd 
and ſpirit of a hero; and his genius was equally N 
diſplayed in action and in councils under hia 
. aupices, France attained that ſtrength which en- 
abled his ſon to purſue his triumphant career of 
 » greatneſs; but a lively. people were intoxicated 
with the glory of the ſucceeding reign ;. and the 
humble epitaph inſcribed on the tomb of Pepin. FA 
_— e Here lies the father of. Charlemagne,” is an 
= imputation on the diſcernment of poſterity, :. 
IT 1ͤ.ͤũxs dying words of Pepin bequeathed his 
bb minions to his. ſons C Hons: and . Ca 
empire 25 — The boſom. of ahe Cr was | 
— Med: with * oye Eq "Wien ng « . 3 "a, 
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the feeble capacity of the latter regarded with envy | 1 
the ſuperior fame of his brother; and his early N 
death fortunately averted the dangers which me- 
naced the infant 1 170 * meg from his 
| hoſtile jealouſy, . 
I be firſt kad to fre 1 nervous e 
Charles was Hunalde, the old duke of Aquitain, 
who burſting from a monaſtic retirement of above 
twenty years, aſſumed the garb of royalty, and was 
received by the returning affections of his ſub- 
jects: The moſt. important cities freely opened 
their gates to their long-loſt fovereign; ;\ and 2 
conqueſt which had been. laboriouſſy atchieved e 
in ſucceſſiye years, was threatened to be oyer- _ OE 
whelmed in a revolution of a few weeks. Charles 
was ſenſible how much his own reputation was 
concerned, to oppoſe the torrent; his entreaties 
perſuaded the reluctant Carloman to take the | 
field; but the forces of the royal confederates e 
were ſcarce joined beſore the fickle prince chan | 
ed his ſentiments, withdrew with the troops G 
; immediately attached to his ſtandard, and left . 
brother to ſupport alone the weight of the war. 
The commanding genius of Charles ſu pplied the 
; deficiency of his numbers; Pg eg ; 
| Aquitain, defeated in a deciſive battle, 
. eſcaped with difficulty to the territories of La - 
T mo: duke of Gaſcony, who ſurrendered him to 
abl _— of tos and the cap- 
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1 5 tive Hunalde Was diſtniſſed to a priſon, / ER 
| whence he eſcaped, to embark it in new. 1 8 9 


and to endure new calamities.. 
A marriage which Charles had ede with" 


the daughter of Didier, the king of the Lom- 
dards, was diffolved by the influence of the pope, 
who reproached that people with the firſt ſtain of 
teproſy; and in his holy invective, ſeems not un- 
mindful of the ſufferings which their ſword” had 


inflicted on the - ſucceſſors ' of St. Peter. The 
Nog death 'of Carloman, who was ſurpriſ- 
AD. zn. ed by a mortal diſcaſe in the moment 
that he meditated a public rupture with his 
brother, had rendered Charles ſole maſter of the 
empire of the Franks; and the revolt of the Sax- 


ons engaged him in a war which, with ſome ſhort 


intervals, exerciſed his perſevering valour during 


 vhirty-=three years: From the Rhine and beyond 


| the Elbe, the martial inhabitants of the north of ' 
Germany were ſtill inimical to the government 
and religion of the Franks; they rejected with 


contempt the ſervile obligation of tribute, and 


in ſucceſſive engagements diſplayed a ferocious : 
courage which could only be repulſed« by the ve- 
teran intrepidity of the troops of Charles: A 
repetition of defeats humbled their haughty ſpirit. 
The diſturbances in Italy required the preſence | 
of the king of the Franks; and the bee 
were content c to offer, and Charles to accept, the 
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language of ſubmiſſion, which Acud neither 
party, and enabled both to wait a more favour- 
able opportunity of ee _ hoſtile or am- 
bitious deſigns. 
The Lombards, forgetful of the abdble chaſ- 
tiſement which they' had received from Pepin, 
continued to harraſs the Romans with a repetition 
of vexatious claims and deſultory inroads. The. 
apoſtolic- ſee was protected by the zeal and pru- 
dence of pope Adrian the firſt; and the valour and 
greatneſs of the king of the Franks. At the en- 
treaties of the former, the latter prepared to paſs 
the Alps; he ſkilfully evaded the fortified poſts of 
thoſe mountains; his preſence diſperſed , . 
the army of the Lombards; and while 77% 77% 
Didier with the old duke of Aquitain, who had 
eſcaped from priſon, te took ſhelter in Pavia, his ſon 
Adalgiſe with the widow and children of Carlo- 
man, ſought immediate ſafety in Verona. Both 
cities were beſieged at the ſame moment by the 
impatient activity of Charles; Verona was ſoon © 
compelled to ſurrender: Adalgiſe eſcaped to 
_ Conſtantinople ; but the widow and ſons of Carlo- 
man are from that period loſt in oblivion. 'The 
| victor, after a ſhort viſit to Rome, and confirming 
and enlarging his father's donation to the ſucceſ- 
ſors of St. Peter, returned to preſs the ſiege of 
Pavia; the arms of the Franks were ſeconded by 
an e e and the ravages of the plague 
F e | 
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determined the inhabitants to i implore the e 1eney 
of Charles: The old duke of Aquitain fell by 
to his conſtancy in oppoſing the tumultuous cla - 
mours of the people; the gates were thrown opens 
the kingdom of the Lombards was finally extin- 
gviſhed ; but the fate of their unhappy monarch 
PDPidier has eluded the reſearches of the hiſtorian. 
In Milan, the victor. was crowned king, of 
; 1 ; arid. after receiving the oaths of al- 
legiance from the nobility, he haſtened to o repaſs 
the Alps, and reſtrain the deſtructive incur 
of the Saxons, wha had already re-aflumed. their 
arms, and recovered Ereſpourg, near the Weſer, 
= i FAY which they had loſt in the former cam · 5 
© paign: That city, on the appearance of 

Charles, was again compelled to change its maf- , 
ter; but a conſiderable Getacn 
appointed to guard the paſſage, and f | 
from their companions by the head ſtream of the 
river, was. in the moment of heedleſs confidence 
overwhelmed by the crafty ' barbarians, This 
check, with new, diſturbances. in Italy, induced 
| Charles to receive, with hoſtages from the different 
- tribes, the doubtful profeſſions of the Saxons; 
and after ſtrengthening the fortifications of Ereſ- 
baurg, he pointed his march with unvearied a 
gence ee the xeſt. 

The clouds which darkened A 1 which 
ad ben dee by the ac of the em- 
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peror of the eaſt and the fugitive Adalgiſe, wete v 
diſpelled by the preſence of the monarch; but 
the ſtorm ſtill ſhook the north with unabated 
violenee, and the boaſted works of Ereſbourg 
were ſwept away by the fury of the tempeſt. 

The rapid return of Charles ſurpriſed +, p. 
the Sanom I in the ſiege of Sigebourg, 77, 777. 
Decte appearance once more re- 
fellions of loyalty.” The fortifi- 
| AT os reſtored ; new | forts 
were conſtructed along the Lippe; an aſſembly 
of the barbarian chiefs was held at Paderborn, 
n Wallphaliss and Charles having received their 
| prepared, at the ſolicitation of Ibinala, 
ln bf Snag: to march into WN and » 
reſtore the ſuppliant Emir. ts * 
The authority of the exiled Arabian was re- 
eſtabliſhed by the arm. of the chriſtian monarch, 
who reduced Pampeluna, traverſed the Ebro, and 
ſuceeſsfulty inveſted the city of Saragoſſi, The 
rebellious followers of Chriſt and Mahomet were 
impartially oppreſſed by the defender of inſulted . 
ſovereignty ; and the march of Spain, 
which the victor inſtituted, extended , 
from the Pyrenees to the river Ebro. Barcelona 
was the reſidence of a French governor; he ob- 
tained the cpunties of Rou Mllon and C atalonia; 5 
and te kingdoms of ' Navarre and Arragon were 
| 3 85 his Wee But in his return, his 
rear- 


—— 


wi 
= ; 
a 

} 

> 4h 

1 NY 4 oF 

ng > 

bo 

i * 1 

4} : 

* 

I. 

L 

Tr TR : 8 
ii 7 
EY 

149 = : 5 - 
1170 
ME | * » 1 
"71 i 
15 - 

1 9 

443+ 

$9) $5 

TR {7/8 

. * 

| a |; 

: J 14 

1 4 

4 of 

. 


* 
p 
" / 
* 


5 i 


| HISTORY: oF FRANCE. . 


rear- guard was defeated in the Pyrenean moun- 
rains ; and this action, which has been ſo much 
celebrated i in romance for the death of the famous 
Roland, ſeems to impeach the ene . . 
prudence of Charles. * 
The n en year was deditated * the: Binde ; 
fatigable monarch to again ſuppreſſing 
the commotions of the Saxons, and to 
2 that ſyſtem of laws which has even com- 
manded a degree of reverence in this more en- 
lightened | age. With his queen and his two | 
younger ſons, Carloman and Lewis, he re- paſſed 
the Alps; repoſed during the winter at Pavia; and 
on the approach of ſpring, entered Rome amidſt 
the triumphant acclamations of the inhabitants. 
In that Imperial city, and in the preſence of the 


A. D. 779˙ 


Roman pontiff, on Eaſter-day, in the thirty- | 


ninth year of his age, he divided his dominions: 
He conferred on Carloman, who then changed 
his name to Pepin, the kingdom of Lombardy; 
and on Lewis he beſtowed that of Aquitain: 
The latter he conducted in perſon to Orleans, But 
while he congratulated himſelf on the ſubmiſſion 
of Taſſilon, duke of Bavaria, and vainly ima- 
gined, that by the diviſion of the empire he had 
- ſecured the tranquillity of his reign, the pleaſing. 
viſion was diſſipated by the reſtleſs temper of the 
en and As MER valour of Charles was 

| | ſeverely 
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ſeverely exerciſed. in the e labouts wa may 
JETMAT campaigns. 29575 . 
The latent ſpark of e e gilt _ | 

oaks: the martial boſoms of the barbarians: The 
riſing flame was fanned by the breath of Witi- 
kind, a Saxon chief, who had twice retired from 
the yictorious arms of Charles to the friendly. 
court-of the king of Denmark. His return in- 
flamed the indignant ſpirit of his countrymen; 
his counſels guided, his courage animated them; 
the diſſenſions of the royal generals enſured their 
: defeat: The ſcanty and deſponding remnant of the 
Fr ranks beheld before, a hoſt of enraged barba- 
rians; FO - behind, the rapid ſtream of the 
Weſer. Their deliverance was atchieved 
by the incredible diligence of Charles; the Saxons: 
vere again diſperſed; and the implacable monarch _ 
| burning for revenge, penetrated. into the heart 
of their country. Witikind had again eluded the 


A. D. 715. 


royal reſentment, but his confederates were tbe 


victims of offended majeſty ; four thouſand five 
hundred of the champions of freedom purpled 
with their blood the polluted waters of the Weſer 
and Charles, by the unprecedented execution, re- | 

| linquiſhed his claim to humanity without attaining, | 
* ſubmiſſion of Saxony. e . 
| The emotions of rage were r a moment fu 
pended by thoſe of fear; but they ſoon 4 b. 
burſt forth with accumulated violence; 253, 7s. : 
1 ; - and 
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and the ineffectual viftoties of three ſucceſſive years 
induced Charles, fatigued with the unavailing car- 
nage, to attempt that by poliey which he ro 
fruitleſsly endeavoured to atchieve by force. E 
perſuaded Witikind and ſome of the moſt der 
ful chiefs to an interview; he urged to them the 
impending ruin of their country; and prevailed on 
them, by the powerful arguments of intereſt and 
flattery, to embtace the chtiſtian faith, and to 
diſpoſe the minds of their 0172 09; derong to'a Gick-. 
| ſub ap$-premancnt ſubmiſſion. | 0 . 
The revolt of the Saxons had been ape orted 
by the friendly aſſurances of Taflilon, duke of 
Bavaria. The king of the Franks, at the head 
4 of a formidable army, was determined 
. . to chaftife a Richie Kinfirnin, who h 50 
tteaties could bind. The deſtruction of Taſſilon 
appeaacd inevitable ; ; and Charles had already pe- 
netrated to the banks of the Lech; when the duke 
privately entered the camp, and threw himſelf at 
his feet. The abject poſture of the Prince excited 
the compaſſion of the monarch, and he was diſ- 
miſſed to fwell the account of his ingratity and 
treachery. His hoſtile negociations were extended 
to the barbarian Huns, the emperor of the Greeks, 
and the fugitive Adalgiſe ; his intrigues fomented | 
© the diſcontents of the factious nobles of Aquitain 
and Lombardy; . but his ſubjects dreaded in his 
raſh _ their own deftruBtion;- 288 evealed- 
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the erer of his perfidy to Chiarles : and Taſſilon, 
as he fearleſßly entered the diet of Ingelheim, 
| was arreſted by the command of the French mo- 
narch: The evidence of his guilt was 
inconteſtible; he was condemned, with 
his two ſons, to loſe his head; the bene TA was 
commuted into monaſtic confinement; and the 
principality of Bavaria . was annexed to the domi- 
nions of Charles, 14 
The fate of Taſſilon bel not deter his con- 
ſederates'the Huns, and the emperor of the eaſt ; 
but their enterpriſes only. ſerved to aug- 4 p. 
ment the glory of Charles, and his 7% 7. 
commanding genius triurnphed over the barbari- 
= ans in the fields of Bavaria, and over the Greeks 
in the plains of Italy: The latter renounced fot 
ever the fortunes of Adalgiſe, and the vain hope 
of reſtoring the kingdom of the Lombards:; ; bur 
the former ſtill continued their deſultory incur- 
1 and provoked Charles to retaliate the cala- 
nities they had inflicted on Bavaria. At the 
ead of a formidable army, he entered the 
country of the Huns, forced their entrenchments 
in an obſtinate engagement, and penetrated as __ 
a8 Raal, on the Danube; an epidemic diſorder, 195 
with the approach of winter, compelled him to 
retire; and his tranſient exultation was ſoon in- 
terrupted by a calamity of a domeſtic nature. His 
eldeſt ſon Pepin,. umpatient. ud taſte the joys of 
VOL. T. : 2 Is empire, | 
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empire, and envious of the eſtabliſhment of his 
younger brothers, conſpired againſt the life of his 
father; the unnatural project was revealed by a 
prieſt, who had accidentally fallen aſleep in the 
church where the conſpirators aſſembled ; he was 
awaked by a number of voices, and found the 
aſſociates deliberating on their laſt meaſures. 
Charles was ſummoned from his bed to learn the 
guilt of his ſon; the feelings of a father checked 
the hand of juſtice,. and dgpmed Pepin to expiate 
his crime by a life of religious' penitence. 
The reſtleſs ſpirit of the Huns was again in 
arms; the impatient Saxons once more threw off 
the yoke; the Moors deluged with their 
4. p. m. numbers the dominions of Charles in 
Spain; and while that monarch flattered himſelf 
with the vain hope of tranquillity, his conqueſts | 
were ſhaken, - and his kingdom aſſailed on every 
ſide. - Inſtead of endeavouring inſtantly. to repel 
the attacks of his enemies, with a well-appointed 
army, the king of the Franks waited to ſeize the 
' favourable moment; the. Moors were ſoon recalled 
by the victories of A lonſo the Chaſte, king of Leon; 
and Charles marched in perſon to chaſtiſe e 
ons, and humble the Huns, e 
The former conſented again to receive the brig | 
Ap. tian religion, and to deliver one-third 
795» 198 of their army to the ſervice of the vic- 


tor; the latter en * freedom and country 
with 
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| with incredible obſtinacy. Although often defet- 
ed, their love of independence was invincible ; 


and the war was only concluded by the death of 


the prince, and the almoſt annihilation of the peo 
ple. One tribe alone was induced to ſubmit to the 
rites of baptiſm, and to acknowledge. the fove- 
reignty of the king of the Franks. 
| The diſſenſions of the Mooriſh. chick n 
Charles to the conqueſt of the iſlands of Majorca 
and Minotca, but the. ſatisfaction attending this 
expedition was more than balanced by the tu- 
mults which reigned at Rome. Aſter the death 
of Adrian, his nephew aſpired to the apoſtolic 
chair; but Leo the Third, a prieſt of the Lateran, 
was preferred by the voice of the eleftors. For 
four years, the diſappointed candidate nouriſhed - 
the ſecret deſire of revenge, and, on the day of a | 
proceſſion, a futious band of conſpirators aſſailed 
the ſacred perſon of the pope. Leo was left for 
dead on the ground; his reviyal from his ſwoon, 
| with the natural recovery of his ſpeech and ſight, 
were improved to the miraculous reſtoration of his 
eyes and tongue, of which it was aſſerted he had 
been deprived by the knife of the aflaflins, From 
the priſon he eſcaped to the vatican, and was pro- 
zected by the duke of Spoleto, then general of the 
French forces. Charles ſympathized in his diſ- 
treſs, and invited the Roman pontiff to his camp 


| Af Fado, in Weſtphalia; with a mn 


ith vr Our: or FRANCE. 75 5 


17 82 


eſcort he Güte the holy ſuffere to Rome, 
and declared his intention ſoon to viſit the ſacred 
city, and to redreſs the 1 cher of the eee 
of St. Peter. I” 


The — deſcents of Us! Normans ad 
afflicted the dominions of Charles which bordered 
on the ſea: Theſe. daring adventurers, deſcending 
from the ſnowy mountains of Norway, explored 
every ſhore that promiſed ſpoil, or ſettlement. 
Their naval atchievements commanded the pre- 
ſence of the king himſelf; and the French mo- 
narch reſtrained his impatience to avenge the in- 

juries of his holy ally, till he had en- 
n | Jeavoured to provide for the ſecurity of 
his own ſubjects, and to reſtrain the depredations 
of the northern pirates, by conſtructing forts at 
the mouths of the moſt navigable rivers. To 
this mode of defence he added à regular militia, 
and appointed ſquadrons, at 1 e ſtations, to 

"cruiſe gainit the thvadets. no EE 

Aſter having diligently traverſed the boy 140 
of his territories, the zealous monarch Prepared 
to paſs the Alps, on his fourth, and, laſt pilgrimage : 

to Rome, The conqueror of the Saxons was re- ; 
BE ot St © ceived. in the eternal city with the due 

e e honours of King and Patrician. Les 
was Sable to clear himſelf, by oath, of the 
crimes which had been imputed to him; and the 
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bye of his enemies. It was on the feſtival. 
of Chriſtmas that Charles appeared in the church- 
of St. Peter; and after he had d devoutly aſſiſted at 
| maſs, the pope ſuddenly placed a precious crown on 
his head, and the dome reſounded with the accla- 
mations, (Long life to Charles the Auguſt, crownu- 
& ed by the hand of God! Long life and victory 
| © to the great and pacific; Emperor of the Ro- 
e mans.” The pope immediately conſecrated his 
head and body by the royal unction, and · conduct- 
ing him to a throne, paid him thoſe marks of re- 
ſpect which had ten only claimed by the ancient 
Cæſars. In his familiar converſation with his ſe- 
_ cretary and ſon-jn-law Eginhard, Charles, who 7 
henceforth indiſfolubly blended in the name of 
Charlemagne the appellation of magnus, great, pro- 
teſted his i ignorance of the intentions of Leo; and 
declared, had he known them, he would have diſ- 
appointed theme hy his abſence on that memorable | 
day. But the preparations of the ceremony muſt | 1 
have diſcloſed the ſecret; and though the ſon of N 
Pepin affected to deſpiſe a title which was accomn - | 
panied by no real advantages, yet, in his correſpon- 
dence with the emperors of the Eaſt, he exacted, 
with a ſcrupulous jealouſy, their acquieſcence in the 
dignity. which he derived. Tom the awoke of * 
ſucceſſor . ea +. {1-1 ; 
Among the ambaſſadors who ho Sens the great- 
2 and . the fortune of the em: 
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| eee thſe of the caliph Harun- - 
m be a ne of the holy. 
1 ſepulchre, and the ſacred city of Je- 
rufikim: A mote important negociation was en- 
truſted to the miniſters of Irene, the empreſs of 
the eaſt; and the -artful Princeſs, odious to her 
own ſabjects by the murder of her fon, endea- 
voured to ſecure the protection of Charlemagne, 
wo was then a widower, by, a propoſal of mar- 
riage. The king of the Franks readily entertained 
the idea; tuo arnbaſſadors were diſpatched to 
the. Byz tine court; and if Charlemagne was 
ſincere in this treaty, he muſt have been diſap- 
pointed by the nuptials of Irene with- -Nicepho- 
ru: The new empetor of the eaſt conſented to 
atknowledge in his unſucceſsful rival the dignity 
of Auguſtus, and to ſettle n e ee | 
of che rwo empires. W 
The Normans, whoſe eus ſpirit wht 
deſtined to ſhake the empire of Charlemagne, un- 
der their leader Godfrey, menaced with their fleets 
and armies the tranquillity of the weſt. A tran- 
fient peace was eſtabliſhed, from .motives of mu- 
teu convenience; the ſubjects of Charlemagne 
-*, - were to reſpedt the Norroan territory; and Godfrey 
promiſed, in his piratical derm, enn from | 
Cntr fea gra ee d e 
I en 
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A hie of (continual action muſt have impaired . 
the moſt vigorous conſtitution ;. and his exceſſive 
attachment to female charms, contributed to haſ- 
ten the decay of Charlemagne's;' while | vl 
a momentary calm allowed him a ſuſ⸗ | 
penſion from the labours of the field, at an aſſem- 
bly held at Thionville, he ſettled the final*diſtribu-. 
tion of his dominions. Aquitain and Gaſeony, 
with: the Spaniſn March, he aſſigned to his ſon 
Lewis; his poſſeſſions in Italy he confirmed to Pe- 
pin, and added to them the beſt part of Bavaria, 
with the country at preſent inhabited by the Gri-. 
ſons. | To Charles, his eldeſt, he reſerved the 
more powerful kingdoms of Neuſttia, Auſtraſia, | 
and Thuringia; and after publicly ſubſeribing the 
1 2 he rendered it, in a ſuperſtitious 
The different princes were, in * * in | 
ſummoned to defend their new dominions by the 
ſorce of arms; in Aquitain and Italy, Lewis and 
Pepin triumphed over the infidels, whom the for- 
mer expelled from the iſland of Corſica, and the 
latter defeated in Catalonia, The revolted Scla- 
vonians, who had ravaged Bohemia, were cruſhed 
by the power of Charles; and the declining age of 
Charlemagne liſtened with paternal fondneſs to the 
martial atchievementa of ” ſons. Ir 
E n But 


is 


| 
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But the cares of the imperial e t ln d 
were numerous and frequent; his happineſs was 
rare and fleeting. The Normans already evil 5 


upon his empire with accumulated force; and the 


terror of the Scandinavian name had extended from 
the Baltic to the Britiſh Channel: The infirmities 


of waining liſe were ſilenced by the imperious voice 
of ambition; and Charlemagne's vain menace, 


that he would ſettle his diſputes with Godfrey on 
the Norman frontier, was retorted by the daring 
_ adventurer, that he would ſave him that trouble, 
by advancing with an army to the gates of Aix- la- 
Chapelle. The policy of Charlemagne delayed 
the threatened \ danger, by fomenting the diſcon - 
tents of the northern powers; but thoſe diſtur+ 
bances were no ſooner quelled, than the ſquadrons 
of the Scandinavian rovers, commanded by God- 
frey in perſon, nfl anchor on the conſt of . 
land. 
The undiſtipllned 0. courage of the 8 
and the inexperienced bands of militia, were in 
vain oppoſed ta the hardy invaders, trained to 
arms, and exulting in war,' The French and 
Friſons were incapable. of withſtanding their rapa · 
cious fury; and Charlemagne, with what forces he 
could haſtily: collect, advanced to reſtare the con- 
fidence of the diſmayed provinces. Whilſt he 
anxiouſly awaited the ſignal" of battle, he was 
agreeably ſurpriſed by the unexpected * 
| 2 „ | 8 6 


HISTORY OF FRANCE 8 57 
the enemy; and the dagger of a private aſſaſſin 


_ extinguiſhed the life of Godfrey, and delivered te 


king of the Franks from his moſt formidable an- 
tagoniſt. The ſon of he Norman chief inherited 
not the martial diſpoſition of his father; his firſt 
| ſtep was to ſolicit a ſincere alliance with the em- 


peror of the weſt; and Charlemagne was preſerved 


from hazarding the glory which he had ſo-painfully 
acquired in a doubtful conteſt * ne n war⸗ 
riors of Norway. 

The ſatisfaction which Dicks indulged 
on this fortunate occurrence, was embittered by 
the death of his moſt favourite daughter Rotrude, 
and of Pepin, king of Italy: An inflint and ille- 
gitimate ſon of that prince was by the diſconſo- 
late emperor appointed to ſucceed to the Italian 
ſceptre ; and the lapſe of a few months again 
beheld the unhappy monarch weeping over the 
tomb of his eldeſt ſon; Charles. The inctedfing 
veight of publie cares ſuggeſted to him the ne- 
ceſſity of aſſociating his ſurviving ſon Lewis to tho 
Imperial purple: The ceremony was performed at 
| Aix-la-Chapelle, and the aged emperor inculcated 
to his youthful colleague the maxims which had 
advanced, during his own reign, the happineſs of 


his ſubjects. His augmented infirmities admoniſh- 
ed Charlemagne to prepare for his impending end. 
About the middle of the month of January, which 


aa einen of Lewis, he was attacked 
| | by 


„ HISTORY OF FRANCE, | 
| by a fever, and conſcious of his danger he be- 


| held with firmneſs the approach of death. On 


Vited ta his court. But though the encouragement 


the twenty ſeyenth, a fainting fit ati« 

. P. 3:4 nounced his ſpeedy diſſdlution; and on 

the twenty-eighth, after uttering, in a low and faul- 
tering voice, theſe words, © Into thy hands, Lord, 
« | commend my ſpirit,” he immediately expired, 

in the ſeventy-firſt year of his age, ang I 

ſeventh year of his reign. 

At the concluſion of the life of ee e. 
may be expected that ſome moments ſhould be 
employed in delineating his character, the maxim 
+ of his government, and the extent of his conqueſts. 
In height, he exceeded the common race of men, 
and the accuracy of a French writer has fixed his 
ſtature at upwards of ſix feet ; his robuſt form was 
endowed with a mind equally ſtrong; and his pa 
tronage of literature is atteſted by the foundation 
| of ſchools, the introduRion of arts, and his'fami- 
liar converſation with the learned whom he in- 


of learning encircles with the pureſt luſtre the me- 
mory of Charlemagne, yet It cannot be concealed 
that his own acquifitions were tardy and im- 
perfect; and that, in the more mature period of 
his life, he ſtrove with difficulty to acquire the 
practice of writing. Simple in his dreſs, tempe- 
rate in. his diet, he bore with patient firmneſs the 
viciffitudes of the ſeaſons ; and the fatigues of war 

oma 585 were 
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were ſucceeded in peace by the manly exerciſes of | 
the chace. Yet his moral virtues are ſtained with. 
the charge of incontinence; and nine wives or 
concubines, with a train of licentious arriours, pro- 
claim the vigorous conſtitution of the king of the 
Franks; whoſe numerous illegitimate offspring 
ſought refuge and ſupport in the plentiful eſta - 
bliſhment of the church; and whoſe daughters too. . 


openly indulged thoſe appetites which had ſullied * 


the fame of their father. 
As a ſtateſman, his prudence muſt be arraigned 
by the dangerous meaſure of dividing his king- 
dom among his ſohsz but his counſels, 
league, Lewis, which exhort him to conſider the 
people as his children ] to be gentle in his admi- 
nitration, but firm in the execution, of juſtice ; to 
reward merit to promote his nobles gradually; 
to chooſe his miniſters deliberately, but never to 
remove them capriciouſly ; are maxim which can» 
not be too ſtrongly recommended, or too readily 
adopted. Yet his own humanity is impeached by 
the ſilent extinction of the ſons of Carloman; and 
even could he elude the doubtful fate of his ne- 
phews, the wanton maſſacre of four thouſand five 
hundred Saxons, who were beheaded on the ſame 
ſpot, ſpeak the unſeeling hero of a barbarous age. 
But although a mind inflated by proſperity "ey 


A ſometitnes be inſenſible to the voice of pity, it 
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manners of the Franks; the inveterate evils of the 
times were mollified by his government 1 and his 


attempts, however wem announce the n 
of the legiſlator. 

The vlckories of Charlemagne reſtored to 405 
monarchy of ' France the province of Aquitain;. 
confined the Bretont to the ſhores of the ocean, 


and compelled them to acquieſce in the ſeeurity of 


hoftages and the diſgrace of tribute. His au- 
thority embraced that part of Spain which extends 


5 from the Pyrenees to the river Ebro, and com- . 
| 2 Rouſillon and Catalonia, Navarre hs * 


From the Alps to the borders of Ca- 


labria, Italy revered in the perſon of Charlemagne, 


the patrician of Rome, and the king of the Lom- 


bards; but the Duchy of Beneventum, which 


ſpread over the modern kingdom of Naples, elud- 


ed rather than reſiſted the power of the fon of | 


Pepin ; and after a tranſient ſubmiſſion, eſcaped 


from the French yoke. - To the ſceptre of France, 
the emperor of the weſt united that of Germany; 


and the ſchools which he [eſtabliſhed in the bar- 


| harous regions on either fide of the Weſer, a. 


roned, in ſome meaſure, for the cruelties he per- , 


petrated in the purſuit of dominion, The Avars, 


or Huns of Pannonia, in vain oppoſed to his am- 
bition their love of independence and hereditary 


valour: In eight ſucceſſive campaigns their youth 


were fizughtered, _ rreaſures rifled, and their | 
ſtrength 


a 


had 
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'Ntrength broken! and the endpire of the Franks 
ſtretched between eaſt and weſt from the Ebro to 
the Elbe or Viſtula ; and between the north and 
ſouth from the duchy of Beneventum to the river 
Eyder, which Rl TOs Denmark from Ger- 
many. 
The union and ſtability of the e en 
depended upon the life of the hero who had re- 
ſtored it, and the mighty maſs was feebly inſpired 
by the ſoul of his ſon and ſucceſſor Lewis the 
| _ The adminiſtration of that prince in 
vitain, had been ſtamped by the approbation 
by us father, and his reputation might perhaps 
have ſtood higher with poſterity, had he never 
been called from the regulation of a narrow prin- 
cipality to conduct the complicated machine of a 
great empire. Traly alone, of the dominions of 
Charlemagne, acknowledged in Bernard the ſon 
of Pepin a diſtin maſter, who only confeſſed 
the ſuperiority 'of Lewis his uncle by the form of 
homage ; ; but the reſt of the inheritance and ac- 


quiſitions of Charles were e ov the Ow - 


ys will of Lewis. 


At the time chat Levis, 0 Giant Debunnaire, 
h Gentle, aſcended the imperial throne of his father, 
he hadd attained the mature age of thirty-ſix years, 
and had eſpouſed Ermangarde, the daughter of 
the count of Heſbai, of the dioceſe of Liege; 

TUB hang Lothaire, TID, and Lewis, were the 
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fruits of theſe nuptials ; the eldeſt was A cisted 


to the empire, the two younger were entruſted 


A.D.8 with the government of Bavaria and 
251 Aquitain; and each violated every tie 


of filial and fraternal duty. The partition of the 


empire was oppoſed by the arms and intrigues of 


Bernard king of Italy; his fruitleſs attempts proved 


fatal to himſelf; the tings of diſappointed am- 


bition haſtened his premature death, which had 


already been decreed by the ſentence of the em- 
peror. The fierce nations of the North, ſcarcely 


to be controlled by the genius of Charlemagne, 


diſdained the weak arm of his ſucceſſor; the Bre- 
tions burſt again from their narrow bounds, and 4 
were with difficulty repelled and confined within 


their proper circle: But the moſt diſaſtrous. events 


þ which diſtinguiſhed the. year, were the death of 
Ermangarde, and the marriage of Lewis with Ju- 


dith, deſcended from the nobles of Bavaria and 


the dukes of Saxony; but whoſe ſplendid accom- : 


pliſhments concealed an ambitious mind, the 
ſource of equal calamities to her conſort and * 


: empire. Tron Fi» 


The meek piety af the maſter of the ub had 


' . nouriſhed the holy ambition of the ſucceſſors of St. 


Peter; and Paſchal the F irſt, without deigning to 
ſolicit the conſent of the emperor, ſeated himſelf 


in the apoſtolic chair. To Lothaire was aſſigned 
the LE taſk ' of 3 the n 
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pope; but the excuſe of the artful prieſt was too 
readily accepted; the liberality of Lewis confirm - 
ed to the holy ſee the prodigal donation of his an- 
ceſtors; and Lothaire condeſcended to ö 
receive his crown from the hands of 
the Roman pontiff,, 
It is unneceſſary to diſguſt the reader with the 
weakneſs of a monarch, . who was prevailed on by 
monkiſn influence to atone, by public penance, 
for the firmneſs with which he had guarded his 
ſceptre from the invidious attempts of his nephew 
Bernard; and I haſten from his vain efforts to 
convert the unbelieving warriors of Denmark, to 
the birth of his ſon Charles, whoſe fa- , p. , 
tal pretenſions ſhook the throne of his 35%. 
father, and involved the empire in the calamities 
of civil war. Already that empire was aſſailed by 
the fury of its foreign enemies; the Bretons once 
more reſumed their arms, and lated their re- 
cent, oaths of allegiance; a torrent of Moors de- 
luged the face of Catalonia; the revolt of Navarre 
may be conſidered as the foundation of its future 
independence; and the ambitious deſigns of che 
| empreſs Judith cloſed the gloomy proſpect with 
the dark ſcene of fraternal diſcord. | 


nen 


The Kingdom firſt intended for Charles n 


that part of Germany which is bounded by the 
Danube, the Maine, the Neckar and the Rhine, 
the country * the Griſons, and the diſtrict of Bur- 
gundy, 


| 4.D. 831, 
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gay, which comprehends Geneva and tlie e Seit 
Cantons; but the ſons of the emperor rejected 


the i injurious partition with contempt; Pepin and 


Lewis advanced with the forces of Aquitain and 

Bavaria; the royal troops deſerted the imperial 
ſtandard, and crowded to that of the malecon- | 
tents; the em peror himſelf became a priſoner in 
the hands of his children; and on the arrival of 


Lothaire, to whoſe ſuperior dignity the other bro- 


thers reluctantly ſubmitted, the empreſs retired to 
a a monaſtery, and exchanged her diadem for a veil. 
But the heart of Lothaire was not entirely callous 
to the impreſſions of filial affection; he dreaded 
the reproaches of the world, nor could he be in- 
different to the menaced cenſures of the church; 
pProſtrate at his father 8 feet he implored the par- 
don of his guilt; and the diet which met to de- 
| poſe, was moſt eager to e ms pee of 5 
the emperor. 


Lewis was no ſooner re-eſtabliſkied« on o his throne 


ligious retirement; and the monaſtic 


— 


than he recalled his empreſs from re- 


vows of Judith were abſolved by the fickle indul- 


gence of Gregory the Fourth. The implacable 
enmity of an injured female was not to be conci- 
 liated by the tardy repentance of Lothaire;. that 
prince was depoſed from the rank of emperor, and 
reduced to the title of king of Italy; and the im- 
politic violence of his ſtep· mother compelled him 


to 
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wiGik his des afory i in joining the hoſtile prepa- 
rations of his brothers Pepin and Lewis 
The emperor was ſcarcely informed of the de- 
Ggns of his ſons before he encreaſed the general 
diſcontent, and alienated ftill more the minds of 
his fubjects by revoking his grant of 
Aquitain to Pepin, and transferring it 
| to Charles, chen only nine years of age; while 
Gregory the Fourth reſtored to Lothaire the im- 
perial dignity, and ſtrengthened by his preſence 
the arm of the ſon againſt his father. Again de- 
ſerted by his people, the unhappy monarch was 
| haſtily-depoſed: by an obſequious aſſembly. of the 
dependants of the confederates; and Lothaire, by | 
_ the: ſame authority, was raiſed to the vacant throne. — » © | 
The empteſs, was diſmiſſed to à nunnery at Tor- 
tona, and Charles was ſtrictly guarded in a caſtis 
in the foreſt of Arden. The victorious princes, 
after ſolemn profeſſions of mutual attachment, „„ ä 
parated, and each retired 10 his reſpective domi- - 
nions; the pope to Nome, rt Heaps i 
Ee ee 5 | 
In the moment of triumph, Lankaire had em- 
| inde the degradation of his father by an often - 
tatious diſplay of ceremony, and inſtead of the 
purple robe had aſſigned him the humble habit of 
a penitent. His ſubmiſſive reſignation to the in- 
fults/of an unnatural ſon obliterated the... 
5 guilt - .of his conſort; the misfortunes 
VOL, 1. F X > 0 


A p. 336 


A. D. 177. | 
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of their lawful ſovereign excited the pity of the 
multitude, ever diſcontented with the ruling pow- 
ers; and the active diligence of his adherents: ſoon 


opened the road for his reſtoration. Dreux, - 


biſhop of Mentz, awakened Lewis of Bavaria to a 


- ſenſe of his intereſt and duty; he armed in the 


cauſe of a ſovereign and a parent; the nobility of 


France encouraged. by their alacrity his hopes; : 


the Saxons ſwelled the numbers and terror of his 


| hoſt; the aged emperor was reſtored to St. Denys ; 
his ſon Charles was releaſed from priſon; and Lo- 


thaire, after a fruitleſs reſiſtance, was compelled 
to deplore his crime, and, throw. Mn on the 
mercy of his father. | 

Empire had no charms for the uxorious W hots | 
unleſs it was ſhared with the partner of his bed; 


and Judith was once more recalled, and once more 


abſolved; yet ever reſtleſs, and unbroken by ad- 


verſity, ſhe again reſumed her intrigues for the 
eſtabliſnment of her ſon, and engaged the fond 


partiality of her huſband to add the kingdom of 


Neuſtria to the dominians. before intended for him. 


In a ſolemn aſſembly, and in the preſence of Lewis 


| : of Beverlay Charles was declared king of Neuſtria, 


and the. diſcontent of Lothaire and 


2 D. 
n. Pepin died away in ineffectual mur- 


murs; but the death of the latter was produc- 


tive of a new a. ; "the claims of his children 
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(Pepin and Chafles were diſregarded. ; the ſon. of 
Judith was inveſted with the kingdom of Aqui- 
.tain ; and the French dominions of the deceaſed 
prince were divided between the brothers, Charles 
and Lothaire, the latter of whom was . as the 
guardian of his infant nephe p. 

Lewis of Bavaria, enraged at a diviſion in which 
his intereſt was neglected, again unfurled the ban- 
ner of revolt; but the unexpected appearance of 

the emperor, with the hoſtile preparations of the 
Saxons, compelled him to ſue for pardon; yet the 
inſatiate ambition of the empreſs, and the facility 
of her aged huſband, kept alive the glowing em- 
bers of ſedition. The commons of Aquitain vented = 
their diſcontent in ſecret meetings, and the nobles 
openly remonſtrated againſt the injuſtice which was 
offered to the ſons of their deceaſed ſovereign. It 
was in vain that Lewis engaged to provide for his 
| grandchildren; the adherents of the youthful Pepin 
ſteadily refuſed to deliver him up to the dangerous 
protection of an abandoned woman; the empire 
was menaced with the reiterated calamities of civil 
commotion ; and the implacable rage of _ 
| fraternal diſcord was ſuſpended, rather 5 85 81 
than extinguiſhed, 15 ths death of Levis le De- 
bonnaire. | 

The placid virtues and . manners of the 


""_ but ill compenſated for the miſeries which 
„„ were 
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were engendered by his feeble adminiſtration; and 
a prince, to whoſe name has been added the epi- 
thet of gentle, lived without the regard, and ex- 
Pired without the regret, of his ſubjects. His ad- 
vanced age, of ſeventy-two years, accounts for his 
deceaſe, without aſſigning the unnatural conduct of 
his ſons as the ſource of his immediate diſſolution; 
but it is certain that he ſunk into the grave with 
2 hvely reſentment towards the king of Bavaria: 
and when reminded by the biſhop of Mentz, that 
it was his duty, as a chriſtian, to forgive, he re- 
plied, © I pardon him with all my heart; but 
cc tell him from me, that he ought to think of ſe- 
< riouſly obtaining pardon from God alſo, for 
8 bringing my grey hairs with ſorrow to. the | 
grave. 
. The laſt reproof of a Sing aber aten 
| abt by thoſe ſons, for whoſe ambitious views 
he had already reigned too long. The diviſion 
of his dominions was diſputed in a field of battle: 
and after two years of alternate fraud and force, 
the plains of Fontenoy atteſted the active hatred 
of the contending rivals. Lothaire, with his ne- 
1 phew Pepin, was forced to relinquiſh the bloody 
5 conflict, memorable for the ſlaughter 
of one hundred thouſand Franks ;. and 
the victors Lewis and Charles muſt have contem- 
x with horror, 2 wꝛhieh juſtifies the hiſ- 


— torian's 


A. D. 342. 
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torian's remark, that whole generations may be 
ſwept away by the madneſs of kings in the ſpace | 
| of a ſingle hour, Yet the advantages they ob- 
tained from the ſanguinary triumph were far 
from deciſive: Motives of caprice or intereſt 
induced each to retire within the circle of his 
reſpective dominions; and Lothaire having united 
his ſcattered forces, again preſſed with his ſupe- 
rior numbers his brother Charles, who was reſcued 
from deſtrution only by the return of Lewis, 
The viciſſitudes of three ſucceſſive years of diſcord 
exhauſted at length the ſtrength, without impair- 
ing the animoſity; of the kindred princes; and they 
conſented to divide thoſe dominions for which 
they were no longer able to contend. To Lo- 
thaire was allotted all Italy, with the ſovereignty 
of Rome, and the tract of country within the 
rivers the Rhone and the Rhine, the Meuſe and 
the Scheld. Charles obtained Aqui- | 
tain, with the territory between the v. lc. 
Loire and the Meuſe; and, with Bavaria, 8 reſt 
of Germany was affigned to Lewis, who will heres 
after be diffiiguilſiee : as "LOWS the German. 25 
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"Chapter the Third, | 


REIGNS or CHARLES,  SURNAMED THE BALD 
LEWIS THE STAMMERER — LEWIS AND CARLO». 
MAN — CHARLES THE FAT — EVDES, SON OF 
ROBERT THE STRONG — CHARLES THE | SIMPLE | 

1 — RODOLPH, DUKE OF BURGUNDY — LEWIS 
THE FOURTH, SURNAMED THE STRANGER — 
AND LEWIS THE FIFTH, | IN -WHOM THE RACE | 
or cane WAS EXTINGUISHED. 5 


11 


* 5 a 


1 the late partition of Fi 3 of 0 "= 

| lemagne, the kingdoms of Germany and France 
were for ever ſeparated ; and from this period it 
is with diſguſt that the reader muſt turn from the | 
dark annals of the Carlovingian race, who through- 
the diſgraceful ſeries of one hundred and fifty 
years reigned without virtue or power. The part 
of Gaul which Lothaire retained, he diſtinguiſhed 
by his own name; and by the inſenſible corrup- 
tion of time it has ſunk. into that of Lorrain, 
which 


— 
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which is ſtill annexed to the diſtrict. But the 
empire which he had purſued at the expence of 
every filial duty, which he had eſtabliſhed by the 
blood of his ſubjects, afforded him but a trans 
fient ſatisfaction: From the ſummit of grandeur, ' 
which he had attained, the proſpect was dreary 
and comfortleſs; and amidſt the cares of royalty 
he ſighed for the tranquil ſtation. of religious pri- 
vacy. Fifteen years after the deceaſe of Lewis le 
Debonnaire, he aſſumed the habit of a monk; 
and a few days of monaſtic retirement 
were only allowed to the prayers of the 

royal penitent. On his retreat from the throne, 
he aſſigned to his eldeſt ſon, Lewis the Second, 
the realm of Italy, the proper patrimony of a Ro- 
man emperor ; ; to Lothaire, his ſecond ſon, the 
kingdom with the title of Lorrain ; and to 
Charles, his youngeſt, Provence, Dauphine, and 
part of the kingdom of Burgundy. The death of 
the two laſt princes united the greateſt _ 

part of their dominions under Charles 
the Bald, who may properly be conſidered as king 


A. D. dos. 


A. D. 86g. 


of France; and to his hiſtory we haſten: to re- 


turn. * F 
The en of Charles had 15 afflicted by 
the annual depredations of the Nor- 4 . 
mans; and the retreat of theſe north- 845, 887. 
ern rovers was purchaſed at an expence which 
os 4 might 


1 
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might have ſupported a vigorous and ſucceſsful 
war: The Bretons alſo had attempted to ſhake off 
© the yoke which they indignantly bore, and twice 
had triumphed in aſſerting their independence. A, 
third army, led by Charles in perſon, extorted a 
tardy and reluctant ſubmiſſion z but no ſooner had 
the repeated incurſions of the Normans recalled 
Charles, than Lewis, duke of Brittany, violated 
the recent treaty, ſubdued the neighbouring dio- 
ceſe of Rennes, aſſumed the royal title of king, 
and tranſmitted it to his ſon Heriſpee ; who. main- 
tained it. in a bloody field, which beheld the total 
defeat of Charles, and eſtabliſhed the claims of 
the king of Brittany. 99 bes 

A factious people will ever be ihe a 
of a weak adminiſtration; and the ſuhjects of 
Charles, inſulted by their foreign enemies, - and 
oppreſſed by their own ſovereign, implored the 
protection of Lewis the German: The ambition 

of that prince readily liſtened to their diſtreſs ; 
and while Charles was engaged in repelling an 
Invaſion of the Danes, Lewis with a formidable 
army marched into the heart of France; receired 
the ſubmiſſion of the inhabitants, and was ſo- 
A. D. lemnly crowned by the archbiſhop of 
n 359. Sens. But while he too readily kiten 
ed to the deluſive counſels of his courtiers, who: 
* his 3 as e and pre- 
| | 1 Vvoailed 
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yelled on him to: difnifs his faithful Germans, his 
tranſient throne already tottered ; his power was 
- undermined; and the approach of Charles com- 
pelled him to abdicate a kingdom which he had 
occupied without a battle, and. which he. reline | 
quiſhed without a ſtruggle. 

The rapacity of the N ormans bad 1 W 
by the former liberality of Charles the Bald; and 
during the internal diſſenſions of France they had 
ſeated themſelves 6n the banks of the Seine and 
the Somme. Solomon, who had ſeized the throne 
of Brittany, extended his devaſtations to the gates 
of Poictiers; the intereſt and honour of Charles 
called aloud for revenge: At the head of a pow- 
erful army he entered the hoſtile coun- . 86. 
try of the Bretons; but the ſuperior >. 
number of his forces only aggravated his diſamce; 
and in a battle, which was maintained with perſe- 
: vering valour during two ſucceſſive days, he was 
totally defeated. The victory was chiefly aſcribed 
to the ſkill and courage of Robert le Fort, or 
Strong, who commanded the army of the Bre- 
tons; and the vanquiſhed monarch, ſenſible of 
his merits, allured him to his ſervice by the go · 
vernment and ducal title of the Duchy of France, 
which comprehended the e berwern the 
Seine and the Loire. 75 

5 policy of Charkes divided os _- of 
the 


go 
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A.D. the Normans; and the ſword of the 
60, 369. Pirates of the Somme was unſheathed 
_ againſt thoſe of the Seine. The abilities of Ro- 
bert contributed to prop the tottering throne of 
France; but that gallant chief unfortunately fell 
in the moment of victory, as he bravely repelled 
an invaſion of the Danes; and his loſs was ſcarce- 
| ty compenſated by the ſubſequent death of Lo- 
thaire, the king of Lorraine, which added to the 
crown of France the dioceſes or cities of Lyons, 
| Befangon, Vienne, Toul, Verdun, Cambray, Vi- 
viers, and Urez; together with Hainault, Zea- 
land, and Holland. The remainder of the terri- 
tories of Lothaire, Cologne, Utrecht, Straſburgh, 
Treves, Mentz, Te. was 0 to Lewis hav 
German. 3 
The incurſions" of the Norman Ain afflicted | 
the kingdom of France; Solomon, king of Brit- 
tany, was perſuaded to join his forces to thoſe 
of Charles, and to concur in expelling the formida- 
ble invaders. The principal leaders of theſe dar- 
ing adventures were beſieged in Angiers; and 
after being reduced to the laſt extremity, fubmit- 
tee to purchaſe their retreat and ranſom their ſhips, 
a is br by ſurrendering the ſpoil they had ac- 
1 quired. Solomon himſelf enjoyed the 
\ 8 triumph over the pirates of Scandinavia 


but a ſhort time; and his life was the victim of 2 
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conſpiracy of his own ſubjects, whoſe 
happineſs he had promoted in the 
council and the field. From the internal diflen- 
ions of Brittany,” the eyes of Charles were turn- 
ed to a more conſiderable object; and the death 
of Lewis the Second, emperor of the Romans, 
was ſcarce announced, before the French king, 
with a well- appointed army, appeared in Italy: 
His activity anticipated the deſigns of his brother 
Lewis, the German; he was received at Rome 
vith the applauſe ef the inhabitants; 
and the Roman pontiff placed the im- | 
perial crown on his head, 200 n him n | 
ror of the Romans. | 

It was with indignation that Lewis beheld him-- 
ſelf the dupe of his perfidious brother; he reſent- 
ed in arms the ſhameleſs breach of faith; entered 
Champagne, and diſcharged his fury on the de- 
fenceleſs country: Though he retired at the ap- 
proach of Charles, he only ſuſpended his hoſtile 
meaſures; his preparations were continued with 
inceſſant diligence; and the new emperor had rea- 
ſon to rejoice in the death of the king 
of Germany, who united in his cha- 
racter the qualities of a ſtateſman and a general, . 
and who of all the deſcendants of Charlemagne, 
moſt reſembled him. His dominions were divi- 
ded between tus three ſons: To Carloman he aſ- 
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| figned Bavaria; Bohemia, Carinthia, Sclavonia, 
Auſtria, and part of Hungary; to Lewis, Fran- 
conia, Saxony, Thuringia, the lower Lorrain, to- 
gether with Cologne and the cities of the Rhine; 
to Charles was left the country between the Maine 
and the Alps. The news of his brother's deceaſe 
no ſooner reached the emperor Charles, than his 
reſtleſs ambition prompted him to deſpoil his ne- 
phew Lewis; at the head of fifty thouſand. men 
he advanced to ſeize that part which formerly had 
belonged to Lorraine: In the neighbourhood of 
Cologne he was encountered by his nephew, with 
infefior numbers; with equal courage, and with 
| ſuperior ſkill; the army of the Franks was broken 
by the charge of the German cavalry, and Charles 
| himſelf was glad to eſcape from the fatal carnage 
of his devoted ſubjects: He had ſcarce united his 
feattered forces before he was confounded with 
the intelligence that the Normans had entered the 
Seine, laid waſte" the adjacent country, and 2 
ſefſed themſelves of the city of Rouen. 
A rapid ſucceſſion of mortifications overwhelm= 
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ed the fortitude of Charles: The pangs of his 
mind were- ' communicated to. his body; ; and the 
ambition which could not be contained within the 
limits of an extenſive empire was for ſome months 
confined to the narrow ſpace of a bed. From 


this ſeene of CR . beneath the effects 
of 
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of diſeaſe, he was ſummoned by the importunities 
of the Roman pontiff, who claimed from the im. 
perial purple the protection of Italy: That « coun- 
try was ftill expoſed to the defultory 
attacks of the infidels; the continual A. 
deſcents of the Saracens were encouraged by the 
intrigues'of the duke of Beneventum, and the em- 
peror of the Greeks; and the banners of Maho- 
met daily inſulted the holy ſeat of the ſucceſſors 
of St. Peter. The exhauſted frame of Charles the 
Bald might well excuſe him from new labours ; 
and ſome praiſe muſt be granted to that vigour 
which could rouſe him from the couch of ſickneſs 
to reſume the weight of armour. With a ſmall 
train of followers he paſſed the Alps; but he had 
ſcarce entered Pavia, to which city the Roman 
Pontiff had: advanced to confer with him, when he 
was informed that Carloman, the king of Bava- 
ria, was already in Italy with a numerous army, | 
and claimed by the will of his father the imperial 
title. The forces of Charles were ſtill in France; 
the generals to whoſe fidelity he had entruſted 
them, conſpired againſt him; and the ſoldiers, in 
tumultuary exclamations, declared their reſolution 
not to paſs the Alps: The indignant emperor, a- 
ſtoniſhed and deſerted, retired to France, at the 
ſame moment that his competitor, Carloman, a a 
larmed at the rumour of his approach, had pre | 


cipitarely re-entered his German dominions. 
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The grandſon of Charlemagne had ag the 
ws of his open enemies, to periſh by the prac- 
tice of domeſtic treaſon: His retreat from. Italy 


had been attended with a return of his indiſpoſi- 


tion; but the favourable ſymptoms of his diſeaſe 


vere extinguiſhed by the treachery of his phyſi- 


cian. Sedecias, by birth a Jew, poſſeſſed and be- 
trayed the confidence of the monarch; the deadly 
poiſon arreſted the unfortunate prince in his paſ- 
| fage over Mount Cenis; in a miſerable village, 
and in a more miſerable cottage, the emperor of 
the Romans breathed his laſt, in the fifty- fourth 
year of his age; thirty- eight years from 
his aſcending che throne of F rance, and 
only two from his attaining the imperial dignity. : 
The ambition of Charles the Bald had conti- 
1 diſturbed the repoſe of his ſubjects with 
the ſound of war; the feeble counſels of his ſon 
A.D. JF and ſucceſſor Lewis, ſurnamed, from 
ol imperfe&tion in his ſpeech, The 
| Stammerer, expoſed the kingdom to the fatal con- 
ſequences of a weak and divided adminiſtration. 
To ſecure the attachment of the nobles, . he Pro- 
fuſely laviſhed the honours and eſtates of the 
crown; and the power of the ſovereign was, dur- 


ing his improvident reign, reduced to an empty 


ſhadow. The diſcontented chiefs were ſtrength- 


ened by the wnlluence of Richilde, the widow of 
the 
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the late emperor, and the ſtep- mother of Lewis; 
who ſurrendered with reluctance the enſigns of 
royalty, entruſted to her by her huſband, into the 
hands of the ſon of Hermantrude. The monarch 
received the crown and was anointed with the holy 
oil by Hincmar, archbiſhop of Rheims; and the 
pope, John the Eighth, who had impatiently ex- 
pected the aid of Charles to repreſs the inſolence 
of the Saracens, endeavoured in vain to raiſe his 
ſon to the imperial dignity ;- his meaſures were 
ſucceſsfully traverſed by Lambert duke of Spole- 
to, and Adelbert,-marquis of Tuſcany: The for- 
mer, reſigning his own pretenſions, ſupported 
thoſe of Carloman of Bavaria; and the Roman 
pontiff, incapable of reſiſting the arms of the dyke 
of Spoleto, abandoned Rome, and embarked for 
the friendly coaſt of France. 

The reception of the ſucceſſor of St. Peter was 
ſuch as he might naturally expect from a monarch 
whoſe cauſe he had eſpouſed with ardour. In a 
council aſſembled at Troyes, the Roman pontiff 
preſided, and the authority and influence of the 
Church was not neglected by its holy Father: 
Among the various canons framed to ſupport the 
epiſcopal dignity, it was ordained that all ſecular 
powers, under the penalty of excommunication, 
ſhould obſerve the reſpect due to biſhops; and all 
perſons, however high their rank, were precluded 
„ 5 from 
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from fitting down in their preſence without ob 
taining their permiſſion. But although the pope 
repeated, at the deſire of Lewis, the ceremony of 
his coronation, and placed with his own hands the 
crown on his head, yet his fervour foon cooled 
towards a prince whom he diſcovered to be deſti- 
tute of power and capacity; and his intereſts in- 
clined him to ſeek a more effectual ſupport in the 
friendſhip of the factious and independent nobles 
of his court. The thunders of the Vatican, which 
he brandiſhed againſt the rebellious peers of 


| France, were rather intended to deceive the ſo- 


vereign than diſmay the conſpirators; and John, 
after having in vain exhorted the nation to re- 


x 


| ſpeck the diftreſs of Rome and to unſheath the 


| frord againſt the preſumptuous 8 aracens, 12 
* on his return to Italy, 

Bernard, marquis of Languedoc, had a 
oa the ſtandard of revolt; and equally indif- 
| Keene to the temporal menaces of the king and 
the ſpiritual cenſures of the chureh, maintained 
an haughty and ſullen independence. As the mo- 
narch advanced at the head of a royal army, to 
chaſtiſe the diſobedience and inſolende of his ſub- 
Jects, he was ſeized at Troyes with a diſorder 
which ſoon proclaimed his approaching diſſolu- 
tion: Sonſible of his danger, he defired that his 


end and crown — be delivered to his ſon 


1 5 | . 


1 
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Lewis; and after a feeble reign of about eighteen 
months, he was preſerved by death from 
nn the anne calamiries 4 4 : 

5 ——— on the dectaſy of her Wee . 
abandoned to a ſtate of anarchy and confuſion: 
I.ewis and Carloman, the iſſue of his firſt mar- 
riage, were oppreſſed by a factious nobility; and 
Adelaide, his ſecond wife, was pregnant of a ſon, 
ſoon after baptiſed by the name of Charles, and 
diſtinguiſhed by the opprobrious epithet of Simple. 
Of the nobles who, as intereſt dictated or caprice 
ſuggeſted, propped or aſſailed the throne of their 
prince, the firſt place was due to the rank and 
connections of duke Boſon : His fpirit, naturally 
haughty, was inflated by his marriage with the 

daughter of Lewis the Second; his boundleſs am- 1 
bition had already attained whatever a ſubject 
could poſſeſs, high rank, important governments, 

and a royal alliance; But theſe acquiſitions ſerved 
only to augment his avidity ; and the crown itſelf 
appeared not too great for his merits, or two high 

for his pretenſions. The furname of Hugo he . 

Adbut; proclaims his early intention to have dedi- 

cated his ſervices to the church; but, bold and 
aſpiring, he ſoon embraced the more enterpriling 
profeſſion of arms, and relinquiſhed the mitre and 
the croſs for the helmet and the ford. To hie 

Vor. . 5 valour 
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83 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 
valour and abilities was entruſted the govern: 
ment of the country between the Seine and the 
Loire; and the rovers of the north found in Hu- 
go an antagoniſt who left them little reaſon to ex- 
uit in the death of Robert the Strong. Thierri 
had, in the reign of the late king, been promoted 
to the poſt of chamberlain; and the favours he 
had received ought inviolably to have attached 
him to the, family of his benefactor. Bernard, 
count of Auvergne, had been appointed by Charles 
the Bald, with Boſon and Hugg, to command the 
troops deſtined for the Italian expedition; and 
was, with thoſe nobles, ſuſpected of having con- 
ſpired againſt the life of the king. Such were 
the four Chiefs to whoſe, protection Lewis had be- 
" queathed the inexperienced. youth of his ſons; 
and their influence was oppoſed by the policy 
of Abbẽ Goſlin, who had been the principal miniſ- 
ter of Charles the Bald, by the name of Con- 
rad, count of Paris; and, a long lift of nobles 
averſe to tranquil. dee and enamoured of 
_ ſedition. 
The deſigns of Goſlin 1 were veiled bay an appa- | 
rent eancern for. the proſperity of France, and an 
7 ardent zeal for th the family of Charlemagne. Both 
of theſe were united in ſetting aſide the children 
of, Lewis the Stammerer, and i inviting the mature 
age of Lewis of e to e the throne of 
ai | France: 
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France i that monarch readily.liſtened to the flat- 
tering propoſal j and while the guardians of the 
young princes, aſſembled at Meaux, diſputed with 
each other the, ſpoils of the crown, they were: 
alarmed by the intelligence that a royal army © 

Germans was rapidly adyancing to the frontiers of 
the kingdom. Ahject deſpair ſucceeded to ill- 
grounded confidence z and a diſgraceful acqui- 
eſcence in the claims of the invader was only 
averted by the ſteady and prudent counſels of Hu- 


go. The impending danger and diſtreſs ſanctioned 
the ſacrifice; and he conſented to purchaſe the 


retreat of Lewis by the ceſſion of that part of Lor- 
rain which had been allotted to Charles the Bald. 
The offer was accepted; the king of Germany, 
with a conſiderable territory in the Low Coun- 
tries, acquired Toul, Metz, and Verdun; and the 
abbe Goſlin, with his aſſociates, indulged their 
ineffectual reſentment by INE the perfidy 
of their _—_—.- | 
Carloman, the ſecond of the forg of Lewis, Lad f 
eſpouſed the daughter of duke Boſon; and that 
powerful noble prevailed on the aſſembly held at 
Meaux to diſregard the laſt inſtructions of their 
deceaſed monarch, and aſſociate with his elder 
brother Lewis, Carloman to the royal auth. 
power. The two; princes were crown- + 379, 882, 


ed amidſt the acclamations of the people, who 
Go aad 
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had long demanded with impatience the authority 
of a ſovereign: But the deſigns of Boſon extend- 
ed not alone to the elevation of his daughter; his 


ambition prompted him to aim at a ſolid eſta- 


bliſhmenr, and to fecure his fortune beyond the 
frown of kings. In a long adminiſtration of the 


ſouthern provinces of France he had redreſſed the 


grievances of the people, foothed the haughty 
ſpirit of the clergy, and attached to his intereſt 
a proud and factious nobility: His ready atten- 
tigns had conciliated the favour/of the pope, who 
wiſhed to diſplay his gratitude by contributing to 
the completion of his aſpiring hopes. Three arch- 


85 biſhops; twenty biſhops, and a number of counts, 


aſſembled at Mante, deliberated on the melan- 
choly ſtate of their country: The expedient they 
propoſed was to erect a new kingdom; and an 


Inſtrument, ſubſcribed by the aſſembly, offered 


Provence to the abſolute rule of Boſon. The 
propoſal was graciouſly received and readily ac- 
cepted; and the brows of Boſon were at length 
encirckd with a royal diadem. The countries 
which compoſed this new principality, and which, 
from the ſeat of government have been denominat- 
ed Arles, were Provence, Lyonnois, Dauphiné, 
Savoy, Franche Compté, and part of the kingdom 
of Burgundy, extending on one fide into Langue- 
doe, and on "op other * the Lake of Ge- 

neva, 
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— Thus the ſons of Lewis beheld themſelves - 
with indignation deſpoiled of. the faireſt part of 


their inheritance by the ſword of a powerful neigh- 
bour, and the intrigues of a faithleſs kinſman. 
Their throne indeed was ſhaken on every ſide; 
and the very foundation would poſſibly have been 
ſubverted, had it not been protected by the fide- 
lity and abilities of Hugo the abbot. The ſplen- 
did-promiſes of Goſlin had prevailed on Lewis of 
Germany to violate the recent treaty, and again 
aſpire to the crown of France: But the inclina- 
tions of the malecontents were overawed by the 


prudent diſpoſitions of Hugo; the Germans in 


vain penetrated into the heart of France; and the | 
hopes of Lewis were chilled by the languid ope- 
rations of his partizans. He conſented to an in- 
terview with his youthful rivals; and a ſubſequent 
congreſs at Gondreville on the Meuſe, at which 
all the deſcendants. of Charlemagne were preſent, 
ratified the ſucceſſion of Lewis and Carloman, 
and confirmed the poſſeſſion of Lorrain to the 
king of Germany. 

The royal brothers, delivered from the terror 
of foreign invaſion, prepared to chaſtiſe the inſo- 
| lence of domeſtic rebellion; ſtrengthened by their 
new alliances, they marched with a numerous ar- 
my through Burgundy, and entered the revolted 


territories of their preſumptuous vaſſal, The con- 
I TY 
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% HISTORY OF FRANCE. 
federate forces, aſſiſted by thoſe of Charles, king 


i \ 


of Italy, formed the ſiege of Vienne, defended 
with maſculine valour by Hermingard the conſort 
of Boſon. But the princes" were ſoon compelled 


to ſeparate; ; and while the continuance of the 
ſiege was deyolved on Carloman, Charles return- 


ed to Rome to receive the imperial crown, and 


Lewis, with a conſiderable detachment, directed 


his march againſt the Normans. 
Theſe hardy adventurers, . diſdaining the ſeve- 


- rity of winter, had in the month of December 


ſurpriſed the city of Tournay, and ſpread their 
devaſtations along the banks of the Scheld. At 


Saucour in Picardy the rovers of the north were 


encountered by the maiden valour of Lewis; nine 
thouſand Normans, with their leader Guaramond, 
expired on the field of battle; the remainder re- 
paſſed the Somme, and conſulted their ſafety by 


a haſty retreat: But the inaCtivity of the conque- 
ror betrays his own loſs; and the prudence of 
Lewis reſpected the deſpair of a valiant though 


vanquiſhed enemy. The victory of Saucour had 


diſplayed the courage, and the death of Lewis 


of Germany proclaimed the moderation, of the 
youthful king of France; he rejected with firm- 
neſs the crown proffered by the inhabitants of 


| Lorrain, and yielded to the ſuperior pretenſions 


70 the emperor, Charles the Fat. But the French 


Were 


| 


HISTORY OF FRANCE. 3 
were ſuffered only a ſhort time to contemplate the 
riſing viftues of their prince. While, at the .invi- 


tation of the duke of Brittany, he indulged in 
the hope of erecting freſn trophies over the inde- 


fatigable Normans, he had ſcarce advanced as far 
as Tours before diſeaſe compelled him to renounce 
the generous enterpriſe ; he returned to expire at 
St. Denys in the twenty-ſecond year of his age, 
and his premature death is ſtrongly marked with 
the ſuſpicion of poiſon; a ſuſpicion countenanced 
by the turbulent temper of the my yoo of 
an active and virtuous reign. 
Carloman was ſtill before Vienne when he re- 
ceived the unexpected intelligence of , p. 
the death of his brother, and his own $82, 884. 
ſucceſſion to the undivided crown of France. He 
left the blockade of that place to his principal of- 
ficers; and at the head of the army aſſembled by 
the deceaſed prince, moved towards the Meuſe to 
repel the robbers of the north: Theſe retired at 
the approach of the monarch, but their return 
ſoon ſummoned him again to arms; and his dou- 
ble triumph over the rapacious invaders was more 
honourable to himſelf than ſerviceable to his 
country. His proſpects of victory were blaſted by 
the breath of peſtilence and the intractable ſpirit 
of his own ſubjects; he was eompelled to ſheath 


the _— and 4 a laviſh. donative to obtain a 
Go; — · ons 
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| ſhort and precarious truce. | The W 
vas but ill compenſated by the capitulation of 


Vienne, which permitted Hermingard to retire to 
her conſort at Autun; and while Carloman en- 
deavoured to diſſipate his chagrin by the exerciſes 
of the chace, an erring javelin, aimed at the boar 
by one of his attendants, pierced his thi gh, and in 
a a few days deprived him of his crown and life; yet 
his laſt moments intereſt us in his premature fate; 
- andwe drop a tear of pity over the pious deceit 
of 2 prince, who endeavoured to ſcreen from the 
miſtaken reſentment of the public his unfortunate 
domeſtic, by imputing his wound to he: rage of 
the animal he purſued. _ 
The activity of Charles the Bald and his _— 
| fon Levis had awakened the fatal jealouſy of their 
aſpiring nobles; and it was natural to ſuppoſe the 
principal lords would have readily concurred in 
placing the crown. on the infant brows of Charles 
the Simple, the ſon of Lewis the Stan by 
his queen Adelaide: Yet Hugo, the abbot, in 
vain zealouſly eſpouſed the cauſe of that young 
prince; and Charles, ſurnamed the Fat, the em- 
peror of the Romans, was invited. 0 | leh; 1 
chrone of France. 
We ew invaſion of W e * 
termined the French to veſt the ſcep- 
1b. 55, tre in the hands of- a porer ful branch 
of the Seen race; and the dominions of 
„ Charles 
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Charles promiſed an effectual ſuccour, while his 
limited capacity removed any apprehenſions they 
might entertain from his increaſe of territory. 
Godfrey, king of the Normans, had been aſſaſſi- 
nated at a treacherous interview; and to avenge 
his death, a hoſtile fleet of ſeven hundred ſail en- 
tered the Seine, and ſpread their devaſtations as 
far as Paris. But the capital was defended by the 
prudence of Goſlin, its biſhop, and the valour of 

Eudes, the ſon of Robert the Strong. In three 
attacks, the Normans were repulſed with obſti- 
nate courage and cruel ſlaughter; their rage was 


vented againſt the defenceleſs inhabitants of the 1 


adjacent country; and in a fourth and general 
aſſault they endeavoured to efface their ſhame: 
But their deſpair was ineffectual, and their defeat 
bloody; in the moment as they retired with a "gh 5 
of deſpondence, the gates were thrown open; | 
daring band ſallied from the city, and ſpread ter- 
ror and deſtruction through the ranks of the be- 
ſiegers. The walls however of Paris were already 
ſhaken ; to open violence ſucceeded ſecret. ſtrata- _ 
gem, and the flow but more certain attacks of 
famine: A cloſe blockade ſeemed to preclude all 
ſuccour, when the fainting ſpirits of the Pariſians 
were raiſed by the appearance of Charles, who, 
with an army collected from Germany, preſſed 
forwards to the relief, and encamped within fight. 
Se | | oo 
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go HISTORY OF FRANCE. 
of his capital. Yet Sigefroy, the Norman leader, 


. beheld the hoftile ſtandards with an undaunted 


countenance, and ftedfaſtly maintained his ſta- 
tion before the gates of the city. The emperor 


was awed by the firmneſs of an enemy whom he 
might have overwhelmed; he baſely conſented to 


purchaſe a peace which he might have command-_ 
ed; and he ſacrificed to a moment of doubtful 
tranquillity the fame which he had acquired by 
his former conduct and courage: As his treaſures 
were inadequate to the ſum ſtipulated, part of 
' Burgundy was abandoned to the avarice of the 
| Normans; and the labours they had endured were 
repaid by the ſpoils, and drowned in the luſcious | 
wines, of the proſtrate province. : 

The piety of Goſlin could not ſupport kim un- 
der the accumulated preſſure of fatigue of body 
and anxiety of mind, and he expired while yet 


the city was afflicted by the deſolating rage of the 


Normans; Eudes, his companion in toil and glory, 
ſurvived to receive the. applauſe of his country 
and the reward of a grateful ſovereign. The 
death of Hugo, the abbot, had deprived both 
Charles and his ſubjects of a faithful miniſter and 
a ſteady patriot; and his title of count of Paris 


was with general approbation beſtowed upon Eu- 


des, whoſe gallantry borrowed- additional luſtre 
from the ignominious conduct of the emperor. 
„„ oy 3 
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The health and reputation of that prince rapidly 
£ declined; his' faculties were viſibly impaired; he 
had ſcarce returned into Germany before he diſ- 
played manifeſt ſymptoms of a diſtempered ima- 
gination; and in a diet which was held at Op- 
penheim he was declared by the nobles of France 
and Germany incapable of ſupporting the weight 
of royalty. e 5 
In Italy he had long poſſeſſed only the empty - 
name of ſovereign; and the Lombard princes of 
Benevento, Salerno, and Capua rejected his autho- 
rity, and aſſerted their independence. The crown 
of Germany was conferred by the free voice of the 
nobles on Arnold, natural fon of Carloman, king 
of Bavaria, and who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf as 
an able and active general on the frontiers of 
Pannonia: The unhappy Charles was reduced to 
beg his bread from the ſucceſsful rebel, by whoſe 
contempt his life and liberty were ſpared. , So 
| headlong was his fall from greatneſs, fo diligent 
was the revolt of his ſubjects, that in three days 
he was left without a ſervant to adminiſter to his 
infirmities! The compaſſion of the biſhop of 
Mentz relieved his immediate neceſſities; and a 
ſcanty and tardy ſupply from the fri- 1 Jan.. 
gid pity of Arnold, enabled him to A. D. 832, 
linger through. a few months of diſeaſe and diſ- 
* | 
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The moſt: plauſible and powerful niere to 
che vacant ae of France were Guy duke of 5 
Spoleto, and Berenger duke of Frioul, both 
equally deſcended from Charlemagne; Herbert, 
count of Vermandois, who claĩmed from Bernard 
king of Italy; Arnold, king of Germany; and 
Charles, ſurnamed The Simple, the poſthumous 
ſon of Lewis the Stammerer by his ſecond wife 
Adelaide: But his feeble years were incapable of 


\ wielding the ſceptre of à tottering empire; and 


the exigencies of the ſtate called aloud for the 


virtues of a foldier and a ſtateſman. Eudes was 


encircled with recent laurels from the important 
defence of Paris; and the popular opinion named 
im for the. ſovereign of F rance, But che virtu- 


ous patriot refuſed to trample on the laws of ſuc- 


ceſſion, or to plunge his country in the calamities 
of civil war; he declared that he would hold the 
crown only as the faithful guardian of the infant 
Charles; and that the formidable competition of 
Arnold muſt- be averted by. the ſanction of his. 
ſree conſent. The king of Germany was van 
quiſhed by the generous ſcruples of his rival; 
and the name of Eudes is * among * 
monarchs of France. | 
The ſhort reign of Eudes was e Pg 
„ p. voted to repreſs the infolence of the 
„ e. nobility, and to humble the foreign and 
 Goraeſtic enemies of the ſtate. At the head of one 
. . _ thouſand 


— 
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| Wonen horſe he diſperſed an army of twenty thou- 
ſand Normans; and the victory of Montfaucon 
might have been improved to deciſive advantage, 
had not Eudes been recalled from the purſuit by 
the revolt of Aquitain. His preſence reſtored the 
allegiance of that province; but the Normans had 
ſeized the favourable opportunity: Their banners 
were diſplayed on the walls of Meaux, Toul, and 
Verdun; and Paris itſelf was again inſulted by 
the licentious arms of the northern rovers. Their 
deſtructive incurſions into Lorrain were chaſtiſed 
by the arm of the king of Germany ; but in 
France a ſcene of anarchy and'diſcord preſented 
itſelf on every ſide ; the nobles of each province 
diſobeyed their ſovereign, oppreſſed their vaſlals, 
and exerciſed perpetual boſtilities againſt their 
equals and neighbours. 1 

Ihe diſorders of the times were Gs tn 
and the glory of Eudes; and his vigour was exerted _ 
to reſtrain the ambition of the chiefs, and re- eſta- 
bliſh the regal authority. Count Walgaire had 
availed himſelf of the general diſtraction, and 


ſeized the important city of Laon: The ai, 
ment of his preſumption was inſtant and ſignal; 
before he could ſufficiently fortify the object of 
his uſurpation, he was ſurpriſed by the unexpect- 
ed appearance of the French king. The rebel- 
lious garriſon was compelled to furrender, and the 
— zS . ö life 
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life of Walgaire atoned for his guilt. The factious 
chiefs beheld in the chaſtiſement of that noble, 
their own fate. Aquitain once more erected the 
ſtandard of revolt; the king of Germany encou- 
raged the growing diſcontent; Herbert, count of 
Vermandois, and Philip count of Senlis, em- 
braced the cauſe. of 'the emprefs Adelaide and 
her youthful ſon. The feeble prince was conducted 
to Rheims, and crowned by Fougues, the arch- 
biſhop of that city: The army of the confederates | 
advanced to the gates of Paris, but the fears of 
the capital were diſſipated by the approach of Eu- 
des; the forces of Charles inſenſibly melted away 
before the preſence of the hero; the king of Ger- 
many was reconciled by the ſincerity of his de- 
 clarations; and Eudes himſelf ſoon after extin- 
guiſhed the torch of diſcord by acknowledging 
the ſovereignty of Charles the Simple; and only 
retaining, under an oath of homage and fidelity, 
the country from the Seine to the Pyrenees. Eu- 
des ſurvived to enjoy but a ſhort time the tran- 
quillity eſtabliſhed by his own moderation; in the 
month of January ſubſequent to his abdication, 
he expired at La Fere in Picardy, in the fortieth 
year of his age; eſteemed by the Normans whom 
he had vanquiſhed, beloved by the people whom 
he had protected, and hated yet dreaded by the 


cn whoſe 0 he had firmly oppoſed. 
His 
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His infant ſon, Arnold, ſucceeded to his princi- | 


pality, with- the title of king; but his death in a 


few days after united F rance under the ſole aitho- y 
riey of Charles the Simple. : 
But that extenſive Kingdom had mouldered away 
in the feeble hands of the Carlovingian race; 
Lorrain was ſolemnly ceded to the 4 ,, 
king of Germany; duke Rodolfe had #98, 923. 
in the reign of Charles the Fat, erected the diſ- 
trict of Burgundy, beyond Mount Jura, into a 
kingdom, and ſtretched his ſway over the greateſt 
part of Franche Comtẽ; Lewis, the fon of Boſon, 
maintained an havghty independence in Arles; 
and though Charles might nominally reign over 
the remnant of his diſmembered dominions, yet 
his real power was controlled by the formidable 
pretenſions of Herbert, count of Vermandois, and 
Robert, the brother of Eudes. The wiſe coun- 
ſels of Fougues, the archbiſhop. of Rheims, might 
haye preſerved; the unfortunate monarch from the 
calamities which menaced him; but that prelate 
was aſſaſſinated by Baldwin, earl of Flanders; and 
the indifference with which Charles received the 
fate of a faithful ſervant, who firſt placed the 
crown on his head, leſſened the zeal of his adhe- 
rents and eee the "_ * of his 
enemies. 
Kollo, whoſe noble 4 and dal quali- 
; fications raiſed him aboye the crowd of northern 
| adventurers, | 
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the Duchy of Normandy and the robbers of the 
. i? 245 b 8 . bs TP 5 © 8 p 3 > h 


0 


himlelf of che cliy; e Se Tbe diſtreſs. of | 
Charles, and the influence of Robert the brother 

of Eudes, who had cultivated the friendſhip of . 
the Norman, firſt ſuggeſted the propriety . of. a 


treaty with Rollo: The kingdom of Neuſtria, with 


the county of Brittany, was offered to the gallant 


invader ;; and the conditions that he ſhould be- 
come a chriſtian, eſpouſe the daughter of Charles, 
and do homage for his principality, were accept- 
ed by the Norman, chief: He was purified in the 


waters of baptiſm; and received from the brother 
of Eudes, his friend and ſponſor, the chriſtian 


name of Robert. Though ſixty winters might 
have impaired his vigour, he conſented to divide 


his hed wich a royal princeſs who. ſcarcely: had 
entered her fourteenth year; but ia the er 


of inveſtiture, he rejected with diſdain the ſervile 


Ty indignity of proſtrating himſelf before, and kiß- 


ing the feet of his ſovereign: After ineffectual 
efforts to ſubdue his inflexible ſpirit, one of his 
guards was accepted as his ſubſtitute; and the 
rude Norman, unpractiſed in the arts of courts, 
toſſed the kingly foot with fo. much violence 'as 
nearly to overturn the ny; and bene che 
neck of Charles. 

The, principality of Riker affomed _ aue ef 


wet. — * 
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acquieſced in the language of peace and mo- 
deration; and\ were inſtructed by their duke to 
prefer the produce of a fruitful ſoil to the ſpoils 
of piratical adventure. Charles in the ſame year 
received ſome compenſation for the dominions he 
had diveſted himſelf of by the death of Lewis 
the king of Germany. With that prince expired 
the male line of Charlemagne in Germany; and 
the vacant throne was, by the free voice of the 
nobility, filled with Conrad duke of Francania ; 
but Lorrain refuſed to acquieſce in the injurious 
election, and in Charles ſought the protection, 
and acknowledged the authority, of thy teſt RO 
of the Carlovingian n 
The ſubjects of the French ah den dil. 
els that the weakneſs of Charles, under the 
name of z favourite, required a maſter; and the 
obſequious arts of Haganon, a private gentleman, 
without birth and without fortune, gained che 
confidence of the king: The cares of empire were 
devolyed' on, and the hours of the prince were 
devoted to, this new minion of fortune; and it 
was obſerved by Henry; duke of Saxony, 'one of 
the ableſt princes of the age, and whoſe. requeſt 
ef an audience had been continually evaded by 
as 5 that the king was engaged with Haga- 
« Fither Haganon will ſeat himſelf, on the 
a 1 e throne with Charles, « or Charles will be- 
vor- 3 e H e 9678 com 
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tc come a private gentleman like Haganon. ” Yet 
the favourite, however unpopular, cannot be de- 
_ nied the praiſe of penetration and fidelity; but 
the times were adverſe to the adminiſtration he 
| had aſſumed; and the two Roberts, dukes of 
Normandy and France, overſhadowed with united 
influence the power of the crown. Their for- 
midable confederacy compelled the king to diſmiſs 
his miniſter; and their ambition, nouriſhed by ſuc- 
- ceſs, , ſoon revealed the pretenſions of Robert to a 
throne which had been occupied by his brother 
Eudes. The recall of Haganon was the ſignal of 
war; Robert was ſolemnly crowned at Rheims: 
and with the forces of the conſpirators d 
under the walls of Soiſſons. While in oftentatious 
ſecurity he enjoyed the pleaſures of the table, he was 
| ſurpriſed by the appearance of Charles at the head 
of a few faithful followers : With undaunted cou- 
rage he mounted his horſe, and endeavoured to re- 
ſtore order to his troops; but in the tumult of the 
conflict he received a mortal wound from the 
z«th June, Tpear of his rival, and was diſpatched 
A. P. 923. by his ſurrounding enemies. Yet his 
fn Hugo, and Herbert count of Vermandois, 
maintained the battle with more ſucceſsful valour; 
ee "her: Having enjoyed the triumph of 
| revenge, Was in his turn compelled to retreat 
before ſuperior numbers, with the loſs of his bag- 
Sage and the brave of * ä 1 
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The confederates proceeded immediately to 


elect a new king; the principal competitors were, 


' Hugo, duke of France, and ſon of the deceaſed. 
Robert; Herbert, count of Vermandois ; : and 


| Rodolph, duke of Burgundy, who had. eſpouſed 


Emma the ſiſter of Hugo. The lat , p. „ 


was by the influence of his wife, crown- x3th July., 
ed at Soiſſons; and Charles, deſerted by his ſub- 


jects, endeavoured to arm in his ſupport, by the 


offer of Lorrain, Henry, king of Germany: That 


monarch was not deaf to his own intereſt, and the 


intreaties of his royal ſuppliant; the inclinationg 


of William, duke of Normandy, who had ſuc- 
ceeded his: father Rollo, leaned to the ſame ſide; 


and the danger of Rodolph was only averted by 


the treachery of Herbert, count of Vermandois. 


That nobleman, dreading the reſtoration of a 
- monarch, whom he had. injured tos much to for- 
give, pretended . to deſert the cauſe of the | new 
king, and offered, by his deputies, to erect once 
more the ſtandard of loyalty. Charles, confiding 


in his promiſes, marched into the country of Ver- 


mandois, with the faithful few who, ſtill followed 


his broken fortunes; and was ſeized by the per- 
fidious count, and impriſoned in the fortreſs of 


Chateau Thierri; his queen, Egiva, eſcaped with 
her ſon Lewis to the court of her brother Athel- 
ſav, . of England; and Rodolph, releaſed 
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ita "his apprehenſibns, turned his arms in 


Willam, duke'of Aquitain. : 


That prince was compelled to ck his par- 
don by a ready ſubmiſſion, and the ſervile con- 
dition of homage; but this gleam of proſperity 
was ſoon darkened by ſurrounding clouds of ad- 
verſity. The rovers of the north renewed their 


depredations; the Normans of France broke fort! 
into open hoſtilities ; the fickle nobles of Lorrain 


ſhook off their allegiance, and claimed the pro- 
tection of Henry, king of Germany; ; and the 
black ſwarm of Hungarians, emerging from the 
heart of Tartary, ſcourged the defenceleſs fron- 
tier with the hand of violence and rapine. The 
throne of Rodolph might have ſtood ſeeure againſt 
the foreign enemies of the ſtate; ; It was ſhaken to 
its foundation by a formidable conſpiracy of do- 
meſtic foes. His late aſſociates became his moſt 
dangerous adverſaries ; ; Herbert, count of Ver- 
mandois, had claimed, as' the reward of his per- 


fidy, and was refuſed; the city of Laon; his diſ- 


content was communicated to Hugh, duke of 
France, who had lately married Ethelinda, the 
daughter of Edward, king of England, and the 
fiſter of Charles s conſort: In conjunction with 
William, duke of Normandy, they determined 
to reſtore the captive Charles to the throne; and 


Henry, king. of Tm and pope John the 
5 ninth, 
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ninth confirmed that prince's hopes by the promiſe 


o E 


of temporal and ſpiritual ſupport. 
The power of Rodolph ſeemed unable to with- 
ſtand, yet his genius and policy diſperſed, the riſing 


ſtorm; the death of the Roman pontiff delivered 
him from the menaces of the church; the zeal of 1 


Henry was diſarmed by the arts of flattery; Her- 
bert was gratified by the acquiſition of Laon; and 
drew along with him Hugh, duke of France; 
Egiva, once more, by the advice of the duke of 
Normandy, retired to England; and Charles was 
ſurrendered by the count of Vermandois into the 
cuſtody» of Redo] ph. He was received with re- 
| ſpe, and the royal fetters were rendered leſs | 
cumberſorne by the liberality of the hand which 
impoſed them; yet Charles ſurvived not long 
this ſecond revolution; in the fifty- A. p. 929. 
firſt year of his age, at the caſtle of Oct. tn. 
Peronne, he was releaſed by death from a life of 
diſappointment; and if his feeble character cannot 
command our eſteem, the ſplendid miſery to which 
he was invariably allotted, cxcites, at leaſt, our 
compaſſion. 
| The remaining years of the reign Hi * Rodolph 
preſent a glorious, but ineffectual ſtruggle with 
the difficulties. of his fituation ; his ſucceſsful con- 
flifts with, and the laurels which he acquired | 
oo the Normans of the Loire, and the ſavage 
| 3 . | 
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- Hun garians, could not reſtore the internal vigour 
of France, deeply wounded by the rage of civil 
commotion, The friendſhip of Herbert, count 
of Vermandois, and Hugo, duke of France, was 
ſoon converted into implacable hatred; the ſwords 
of their adherents were unſheathed in this private 
quarrel; and the latter, who was ſecretly ſupported 
by Rodolph, diſpoſſeſſed the former of Eu, Amiens, 
Ham, Arras, and Rheims, and at length beſieged 
him in the city of Laon. Yet Herbert, though 
unfortunate, had maintained amidſt defeat the cha- 
rafter of a great captain and conſummate ſtateſ- 
man; and jealouſy of the growing power of 
Hugo induced the king to extend to the count of 
Vermandois the clemency he implored ; the duke 
of France reluctantly reſtored the towns he had 
taken, and the homage of Herbert was accepted 
by Rodolph, That monarch was allowed to enjoy 
bur a ſhort time the tranquillity he had eſtabliſhed; 
A D. 936. in the fourteenth year of his reign he 
Jan. x5th- expired at Auxerre, and his death re- 
vived thoſe pretenſions which his courage and 
activity had cruſhed. . 
The duchy of Burgundy devolved on the 1 
cher of Rodolph, Hugo ſurnamed the Blact; but 
the moſt powerful claimant to the French crown was 
Hugo, duke of France: His deſigns were traverſed 


0 his rival, Ty count of Vermandois; and 
r 


* 1 
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cheir contention allowed Athelſtan, king of Eng- 
land, to plead the cauſe of his nephew, the ſon of 
Charles the Simple. The duke of France was rea- 
dily perſuaded by William of Normandy to ſtifle 
his ambitious hopes, and to concur in placing on 
the throne, a prince with whom by marriage he was 
fo nearly connected. William, archbiſhop of Sens, 
was deputed to England to invite Lewis, ſur- 
named D'Outre-mer, beyond the Sea, or Stranger ; 
and the young prince, landing at Boulogne, pro- pro- 
ceeded to Laon, and was crowned in, , p. 26. 
that city by en ee o June zoth. 
Rheims. 
The firſt meaſures of Levis, who +, p. 
was but juſt entered into the ſeven- 936 94% 
teenth year of his age, promiſed to maintain the 
internal tranquillity of his kingdom : To diſcharge 
his obligations to Hugo, and to ſecure the fidelity 
of that powerful nobleman, he appointed him mi- 
niſter, and committed to his hands the reins of 
government, The duke of Burgundy had pre- 


| ſumed on an infant reign, to violate the ſanQtity 


of the peace, and to ſeize the city of Langres; 
the inſult was reſented by the duke of France ; 

at the head of a powerful army he penetrated into 
Burgundy, and compelled the brother of Rodolph 
'to purchaſe an ignominious peace by the ceſſion 


- of oy * of that fruitful duchy. So vigorous a 


„„ conduct 
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conduct inſpired the French with the moſt pleaſing 
expectations; but the flattering proſpect was ſoon 
overcaſt, and the mind of the king appeared to 
be impreſſed with a deep and fatal ſuſpicion 
of his miniſter, The duke of France perceived 
himſelf eſtranged from the confidence of his maſ- 
ter, and retired from an ungrateful court to culti- 
vate the returning friendſhip of the count of Ver- 
mangois: That nobleman ſurpriſed, the city of 
Laon; and the king, ſenſible of his weakneſs, 
once more affected to commit himſelf to the coun- 
ſels of Hugo, duke of Fragce. Yet, amidſt the 
marks of external regard, he only waited a fa- 
vourable opportunity to break the chains of his 
powerful ſubject; he recalled his mother Egiva, 
and allured to his ſide, Hugo, duke of Burgundy, 
Artaud, archbiſhop of Rheims, and the count of 
Poictiers. The duke of France was ſupported 
by William, duke of N ormandy, Arnold, count 
of Flanders, and Herbert, count of Vermandois. 
Rheims ſurrendered, Laon was inveſted by the 
army of the confederates; and Charles, having 
ſuſtained a deciſive defeat, in the vain hope of 
- >relieving that city, conſented to a peace, which 
was negociated under t 1 holy edition of "Y | 
arne the: eighth, 
1 Fan 1 William, FOR of Nor or- 


5a, 906. Ae who was aſſaſſinated at the in- 
ſtigation 
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ſtigation of the count of, Flanders, and of Her- 
bert, count of Vermandois, changed the appear- 
ance of public affairs; the ſon of Herbert was 
protected by the honourable friendſhip of Hugo; 
put Richard, the ſucceſſor of William, was an 
infant, whoſe feeble age and extenſive dominions 
promiſed an eaſy and wealthy conqueſt. The 
neutrality of the duke of France was purchaſed 5 
by the ceſſion of part of Burgundy ; and Lewis 
entering into Normandy, was received at Rouen 
with every mark of reſpect by Bernard the Dane, 
to whoſe protection the deceaſed duke had be- 
queathed the tender years of his ſon. The Nor- 
mans were prevailed upon, by the friendly proteſ- - 
tations of Lewis, to reſign their young duke ta 
his care; he was conyeyed to Laon, and the dark 
deſign of murder has been imputed to the faithleſs 
guardian; but Richard was preſerved from this 
danger by the vigilance” of his governor, Oſman, 
who, in the diſguiſe of a groom, eſcaped with his 
pupil concealed in a truſs of hay, and mounting 
him on a fleet horſe, conveyed him in ſafety to 

the friendly caſtle of Bernard, count of Senlis. 
On the flight of Richard, Lewis entered Nor- 
mandy, and advanced to Rouen with a powerful 
army, while the duke of France penetrated into 
the country of Bayeaux; but the king was de- 


ceived wy the ſubmiſſive declarations of Bernard 
| . 


'\ 
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the Dane, and the count of Senlis; he com. 
manded Hugo to retire, who reluctantly obeyed 
the royal mandate; and, in concert with Bernard, 
advanced to encounter Aigrol, king of Denmark, 
who had landed in Normandy to ſupport the 
- claims of the infant duke, The 'pious fraud of 
Bernard ſecured the defeat of the French; and 
while Lewis was engaged in a friendly conference 
with. Aigrol, his army was fuddenly aſſaulted by 
the Danes; the Franks were furpriſed and broken 
on every ſide; the count of Ponthieu, with eighteen 
other nobles, periſhed on the field; and the king 
| himſelf, overtaken in the putſuit, was carried 
priſoner to Rouen, | | 

The perſon of the captive 9 was 0 
. p. to the weighty ſolicitations of Hugo; 

944, 95+ but Lewis ſoon diſcovered that the fet- 
ters ofhis ſubject were equally oppreſſive with thoſe 
of the Normans; and the price of his freedom, 
after atwelyemonth's confinement, was the city and 
dioceſe of Laon. , Theſe were granted by Hugo 
to the count of Chartres; and the marriage of 
Emma, the daughter of the duke of France, with 
Richard of Normandy, awakened the jealouſy of 
the nobles, and the apprehenſions of. Otho, king 
of Germany, A formidable conſpiracy enabled 
Lewis to avow his reſentment againſt his powerful 
vaſſal; and che Provinces or France were alter- 
3 . nate ly 
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nately afflicted by the arms of Lewis and of Otho, 


of Hugo and of Richard, During five years the 
flames of civil war raged without intermiſſion; 
and the precarious peace which was concluded in 


a perſonal interview, may rather be conſidered as 


a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities than a reſtoration of 
tranquillity. The latent etnbers of diſcord were 
ſtill kept aliye, and they again broke out with 
freſh violence; they were finally extinguiſhed by 
the mediation of the two ſiſters, the daughters of 
Henry of Germany, and the conſort of the king; 
and duke of France. A permanent peace was eſta- 


bliſhed; and Lewis prepared to aſſert his autho- 


rity over the revolted lords of Aquitain, when his 
deſigns were broken by a ſudden and accidental 
death: As he purſued a flying wolf with incon- 
ſiderate ardour, his horſe ſtumbled and threw 


him; the injury proved fatal; and in a few days, 
in the thirty-third year of his age, he A. p. . 


cloſed at Rheims a ſtormy and unſue- O. 1. 
ceſsful reign of nineteen years, 

The life of Hugo had been ſpent in 4 p. 
an inceſſant ſtruggle to elevate himſelf 954 955+ 
above the condition of a ſubje&t; the path of 


greatneſs now lay open to his ambitious ſteps, yet 


he declined the eaſy aſcent, and raiſed to the 
throne Lothaire, the ſon of Lewis, then only in 


was 


. , „ ' 


4» 


the fourteenth year of his age, The young prince 


\ ® 
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was W at Rheims, and the haſty gift af 
Aquitain proclaimed his gratitude to Hugo: That 
province had long beſtowed the title of duke on 


the counts of Poictiers; and William the ſecond” 
of that family, reſented the juſtice which trans- 


ferred his hereditary honours to the duke of 
France: He refuſed to acquieſce in the partial 
diſtribution; and the lords of Aquitain, impatient 


and diſcontented, crowded to the independent 


ſtandard of Williim. With a conſiderable army, 
ſanctioned by the name and preſence of Lothaire, 
Hugo formed and preſſed the ſiege of Poictiers; 
but his mind, incapable of perſonal fear, was 
ſuſceptible of ſuperſtitious terror; a clap of thun. 
der broke with violence over his tent, and 


Hugo raiſed the ſiege. In his retreat he was 


attacked by William, with his new raiſed forces; 
the action was ſhort and deciſive; the count was 
totally defeated, and eſcaped with difficulty from 
the ſword of the victor. | 

The ſun of proſperity had 13 gilded the 
A. p. career of Hugo; and his laſt triumph 
956, 980. gyer the count of Poictiers cloſed a ſe- 
ries of memorable actions: The year following, 


this celebrated chief, the fon and father of a king, 


and who, without a crown himſelf, had ruled 
France with deſpotic power, ſunk into the grave, 
eſteemed by his countrymen, and, perhaps, leaſt 


of 
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of all, regretted by his ſovereign. To his eldeſt 
ſon, Hugh, ſurnamed Capet, he aſſigned the ei- 
ties and dioceſes of Paris and Orleans, and recom- 
mended him to the protection of Richard, duke 
of Normandy; and the three younger, Otho, 
Eudes, and Henry, ſucceeded each other in che 
wn of Burgundy. ' 

The ambition of Lothaire had invaded the 
duchy of Normandy ;' and the duke, A. bp. 
pteſſed by the ſuperior forces of his an- 93% 330. 
tagoniſt, invited to his ſupport the rovers of the 
north. France was again afflicted by their in- 
defatigable rapacity: Independent and uncon- 
trolled in their depredations, they refuſed to ſub- 
ſcribe to the peace which Richard had concluded ; 
and their retreat was with difficulty purchaſed by 
the treaſures of France and Normandy: Yet Lo- 
thaire no ſGoner had diſengaged himſelf from this 
diſtreſs, than, ever reſtleſs, he attempted to oppreſs 
his vaſſal, the young count of Flanders; that noble- 
man was preſerved by the interpoſition of the Nor- 
mans; and the king, baffled in his endeavours to 
aggrandize himſelf by arms, flattered himſelf, by 
advantageous alliances, with the hope of reſtoring 
the waning grandeur of the houſe of Charlemagne. 

He eſpouſed Emma, the daughter of Lothaire, 
king of Italy, and beſtowed his ſiſter on Conrad, 
ung of e but the ſhort reſpite allowed 
| by 


110 uisrokr of FRANCE. 


by a peace was followed by years of deſolating 
war; and the poſſeſſion of Lorrain was diſ- 
puted, during four ſucceſiive campaigns, by the 
kings of Germany and France: Their, ſubjects 
might mutually regret the deſtructive effects of 
ambition ; but the ſucceſs of Otho confirmed his 
authority, while the diſappointment of Lothaire 
contributed to diminiſh the little . he 
had acquired. 

Four years after, the death of Otho the Second 
TD. diſſolved the alliance between France 
5845 956. and Germany, and awakened the hopes 
of Lothaire: That prince, under the pretence 
of ſupporting the claim of Otho the Third, in- 
vaded Lorrain, occupied Verdun, and affaulted 
Cambray ; but as he indulged himſelf in the flat- 
cering idea of extending the limits of his kingdom, 
A. D. 986. he was ſurpriſed in the forty-ſixth year 
March ad. of his age, and the thirty- ſecond of his 
reign, by the approach of death. He had already 
aſſociated his ſon Lewis the F ifth tothe throne; and 
his premature end, when his affairs had aſſumed 
the moſt favourable appearance, was imputed to 
' Poiſon, and the name of Emma, his queen, has 
been ſullied by the breath of ſuſpicion; but the 
report probably originated in the malice of Charles, 
the brother of the deceaſed monarch, always inimi- 
cal to that —_— and who poſſibly hoped to 


ſubſtantiate 
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ſubſtantiate his pretenſions to Lorain amidſt a 
ſcene of anarchy and diſcord. | 

The throne was filled. by Lin at week | 
neſs has been characterized by the ex- , D. | 
preſſive epithet of | Faineant ; and his n 
inexperienced age of nineteen required the ſupport 
of a mature and powerful guardian : Hugh Capet 
had been appointed to that important truſt in the 
laſt moments of Lothaire; and the fidelity which 
he had preſerved to the father was diſplayed in 
the ſhort and turbulent reign of the ſon. But 
the mind of the headſtrong youth was incapable 
of inſtruction; he drove with contempt and in- 
famy his mother from his court; and che early | 
death, which delivered his ſubjects from the do- 
minion of vice and folly, has been aſeribed to her 
implacable reſentment. The laſt of the Carlo- 
vingian kings, odious as he was deſpicable, ſunk 
into the grave; and the founder of a new dynaſty 
ſeized the vacant throne, and by his wiſe and tem- 
perate counſels reſtored 198 wn and. ee 
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which his regulations afford, is over-ſhadowed . 


"a SHORT VIEW OF THE GOVERNMENT AND CUSTOMS 
* OF THE FRANKS IN GERMANY.—AUTHORITY. OF 

. .CLOVIS AND HIS SUCCESSORS,—DIVISION OF THE 
SPOILS Ax D LANDS,— — THE NATURE or ALLODIAL 

| POSSESSIONS AND BENEFICES.—THE LAWS OF THE 
FRANKS UNDER THE FIRST AND SECOND RACE,— 
THE INFLUENCE or THE CLERGY; —FRANCE 18 
CONVERTED FROM AN HEREDITARY IN r AN 

' ELECTIVE MONARCHY.—THE CROWN. 18 TRANS 
FERRED FROM THE FAMILY' OF. CHARLEMAGNE 


TO THAT OF HUGH CAPET.” 


F ROM the acceſſion of Clovis. to the extinc- 
tion of the Carlovingian race, che reader is labo- 
riouſly and ungratefully employed in tracing a ſe- 
ries of unimportant wars and unintereſting events. 
The imperial majeſty of Charlemagne darts indeed 
through the gloom a ſhort ray of luſtre ; but the 
darkneſs ſoon returns, and the tranſient gleam, 


by a long night of weakneſs. and miſery. The 


hiſtorian might perhaps have abandoned the tur- 
2 9 
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bulent and diſguſting anbals; diſtinguiſhed only © 
by bloody diſſenſions and kindred hatred, had he 
not conceived the tedious detail in ſome meaſure 
neceflary to elucidate the early government and 
| conſtitution of the country that Hs ne to 
deſcribe. Wet. 
In this 3 eee it will not pro- 
bably be deemed ſuperfluous to aſcend to the more 
remote ages of barbariſm. In the woods and the 
wilds of Germany, the Franks, in common with 
the other nations which inhabited the north of 
Europe, acknowledged the authority of magiſtrates, 
or princes: Theſe were appointed in the general 5 
aſſembly to compoſe differences, and adminiſter 
juſtice i in their reſpective diſtricts; but their power 
was limited; and although they were permitted 
annually to divide the landed property of the 
dioceſe they preſided over, they were reſtrained 
from inflicting the ſmalleſt corporal puniſhment 
on a people tenacious of their freedom, and jea- 
lous of their honour. Each youth as ſoon as he 
attained. the age of manhood, was girded with a 
ſword; and claimed his right of voting in the na- 
tional council: To this council, which met at ſtat- 
ed ſeaſons, or according to the public exigency, 
was referred the puniſhment of thoſe capital crimes 
which exceeded the cognizance of the princes; and 
in ĩt were agitated the. aparte queſtions of peace 
vol. 3. 3 and 
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and war. When the laſt queſtion was determined 
on, each tribe elected a general to guide his coug- 
trymen by his experience, or animate them by his 
example; but with the return of peace, the de- 
tegated authority expired, and the chief retired to 
a private ſtation, unleſs the purity of his birth 
entitled him to the adminiſtration: of juſtice, as the 
fame of his valour had ene him to, the 
command in arms. 

But while the Franks rejected with Kain, or 
reluctantly ſubmitted to the authority of. their ma- 
giſtrates, they voluntarily bound themſelves in en- 
gagements the moſt ſacred and indiſſoluble. To 
| borrow in the lively deſcription of Tacitus, the 
elegant pen of a celebrated modern hiſtorian, The | 
nobleſt youths bluthed not to be numbered among 
the faithful companions of ſome renowned chief, 


do whom they devoted their arms and ſervice, ' A 


noble emulation prevailed among the compani- 
ons, to obtain the firſt place in the eſteem of their 

chiefs; amongſt the chiefs, to acquire the greateſt 
number of valiant companions : To be ever ſur- 
rounded by a band of ſelect youths, was the pride 
and ſtreugth of their chiefs; their ornament in 
peace, their defence in war. The glory of ſuch diſ- 
tinguiſhed heroes diffuſed itſelf beyond the narrow 
Imits of their own tribe. Preſents and embaſſies 


folicited their r friendihip; and the fame * their 


* — 


HISTORY OF FRANCE. ms 


arms often enſured victory to the party which they 
_ eſpouſed. In the hour of danger it was ſhameful 
for the chief to be ſurpaſſed in valour by his com- 


panions; ſhameful for the companions not to 


equal the valour of their chief. To ſurvive his 
fall in battle was indelible infamy ; to prote& his 
| perſon, and to adorn his glory with the trophies 


of their own exploits, were the moſt ſacred of 
their duties. The chiefs combated for victory; 


the companions, for the chief. The nobleſt war- 
riors, whenever their native country was ſunk in 
the lazineſs of peace, maintained their numerous 


bands in ſome diſtant ſcene of action, to exerciſe Mo 


their reſtleſs ſpirit, and to acquire renown by 
voluntary dangers. Gifts worthy of ſoldiers; the 
warlike ſteed, the bloody and ever victorious 
lance, were the rewards whieh the companions 
claimed from the liberality of their chief. The 
rude plenty of his hoſpitable board was the only 
pay that he could beſtow, or bey would accept; 
War, rapine, and the free-will offerings of his 

friends, ſupplied the materials of his munificence. 
Such were the early and warlike aſſociations of 
the barbarians; and as their conqueſts became 
more conſiderable, theſe alſo became more ex- 
tenſive and permanent. The adyantages which 
more civiliſed countries perceive in an hereditary 
NOI: moſt probably never preſented them 
12 1 {elves 
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ſelves -to their obſervation ; but the fame of the 
father was reſpected in the ſon, and the hereditary 
virtues which attached them to a particular family, 
were inſenſibly converted into a Claim of ſucceſſion. * 
In the fifth century, the different tribes of the 
Franks ſeated on the banks of the Rhine, all ac- 
knowledged the juriſdiction of the Merovingian 
race, Theſe princes were elevated on a buckler, 
the ſymbol of military command, and the royal 
faſhion of long hair was the enſign of their birth 
and dignity : Yet the influence of theſe long- 
| haired kings was feeble and inadequate ; af- 
fairs of importance were {till determined by the 
whole community; and in war the martial youth 
followed the chieftain they approved, through 
choice and not conſtraint. When Clovis invad- + 
ed the dominions of Syagrius, his own ſubjects 
amounted only to five thouſand warriors; but his 
force was ſwelled by the voluntary acceſſion of the 
neighbouring tribes, and each hardy adventurer 
aſſerted his ſhare in the conqueſts to which his 
valour had contributed. The followers of that 
prince had plundered a church in the city of - 


- Rheims, and carried off, among other ſacred uten- 


fils, a vaſe of extraordinary beauty. The biſhop 
. fent deputies to Clovis, beſeeching him to reſtore 
the vaſe, that it might again be employed in the 
facred ſervices to which it had been conſecrated. 

LES Clovis 
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Clovis deſired the deputies to follow him to Soiſ- 
ſons, as the booty was to be divided in that place, 
and promiſed, that if the lot ſhould give him the 


diſpoſal of the vaſe, that he would grant what the 
biſhop deſired. When he came to Soiſſons, and 


all the booty was placed in one great heap in 


the middle of the army, Clovis entreated, that 
before they made the diviſion, they would give 
him the vaſe over and above his ſhare. - All ap- 
peared willing to gratify the king, and to comply 
with his requeſt, when a fierce and haughty ſol- 
dier lifted up his battle- axe, and ſtriking the vaſe - 
| with the utmoſt violence, cried out with a loud 
voice, © You ſhall receive nothing here but that 
« to which the lot gives you. a right.” The mo- 
narch repreſſed his riſing indignation; and to 
avenge his inſulted dignity, was compelled to ſtoop 
to the arts of patience and diſſimulation. At the 
annual review of the month of March, when the 
arms of his warlike followers were diligently in- 
ſpected, Clovis ſeized the pretence of military diſ- 
cipline; and as he levelled his battle- axe, or Hun- 
eiſca, at the head of the devoted victim, the ex- 
preſſion of © Remember the vaſe of Soiſſons, 
revealed the latent motives of the * chaſtiſe- 
ment. 
The lands hich had been weſted from the 


former Poſſeſſors by the ſword were equally divided, 
: I 3 VT 
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and probably in the ſame manner as the ſpoil and 
perſonal effects; and this new diviſion of pro- 
perty gradually introduced a ſpecies of govern- 
ment formerly unknown, and now diſtinguiſhed by 
the name of the Feudal Syſtem. Though the bar- 
barous nations which framed it, ſettled in their 
new territories at different times, came from dif- 
ferent countries, ſpoke various languages, and were 
under the command of ſeparate leaders, the feu- 
dal policy and laws were eſtabliſned with little va- 
riation in every kingdom in Europe: This amaz- 
ing uniformity has induced ſome authors to be- 
lieve, that all theſe nations, notwithſtanding ſa 
many apparent circumſtances of diſtinction, were 
originally the ſame people; but it may be aſcribed 
with greater probability to the ſimilar ſtate of 
| ſociety and of manners to which they were ac- 
cuſtomed in their native countries, and to the.ſimi- 
lar ſituation in which they found themſelves, on 
taking poſſeſſion of their new dominions, 
The ground which the ſoldier thought requi- 
ſite for his maintenance, or due to his valour, he 
ſeized by force, or acquired by lot, and retained 
without either homage or acknowledgement; he 

enjoyed it during his own life, and could diſpoſe of 
it at pleaſure, or tranſmit it as an inheritance to his 
children. This tenure was diſtinguiſhed by 
the name of allodial Mans of the Ger. 
5 man 
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man particle an and lot, i. e. land obtained by lot) 
and implied the independance of the poſſeſſor, who 
held the entire property and dominion, . without 
| performing ſervice, or owning any ſubordination - 
to a ſuperior lord, But as theſe new Proprietors 
were expoſed to the reſentment and attacks of the 
ancient inhabitants, it became neceſſary that they 
ſhould tacitly acquieſce in certain obligations for _ 
the protection of the community; and every free- 
man who refuſed, or neglected to arm in the com- 
mon cauſe, was liable to a conſiderable penalty. 
Towards the concluſion of the fixth century of 
the chriſtian æra, in the bloody diſcord of the 
Merovingian race, Chilperic, the firſt who ruled 
the kingdom of Soiſſons, and Childebert the Se- 
cond, who had ſucceeded to the throne of Auſtra- 
ſia, exacted fines from certain perſons who refuſed 
to accompany them in their expeditions. Theſe 
fines could not be exacted while property conti- 
nued in its firſt ſtate, and military ſervice was en- 
tirely voluntary; the nature of the tenure was in- 
ſenſibly changed, and military fervice was the 
condition on which each perſon held his allodial 
lands, | 
Such then was the ſituation of the olga ad- 
venturer, who had carved out his fortunes by the 
ſtrength of his arm; but fidelity on one ſide, and 
Bre koche on the other, cemented by the powerful 
"ON 4 hand 
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hand of policy, ſoon eſtabliſhed a new deſcription 


of tenure, under the appellation of beneficia, or 


bengfices. The king or leader of a tribe, whoſe 
| wiſdom or valour had directed or opened the 


road to conqueſt, was naturally gratified with the 


largeſt portion of the territory acquired. The land 


allotted to him he parcelled out to his adherents, 
binding them on whom it was beſtowed to bear 


arms in his defence, and to follow his ſtandard 


with a certain number of men. T he example of 


the ſovereign was imitated by his chief officers, who 


diſtributed alſo portions of their lands among their | 


dependents, annexing to the grant the ſame con- 


ditions; and theſe benefices differed from the allo- 
dial lands, the latter binding the poſſeflor only to 


ſerve the community, the former requiring him to 
arm in defence of the perſon from whom he had 


received the grant; who permitted him to enjoy it 


on the tacit condition of Scl, and who might 


reſume it at his pleaſure. 8 

The proprietor of the allodial lands was a 
guiſned by the honourable appellation of /iber ho- 
mo, or freeman; and was oppoſed to the poſſeſſor 


af a benefice or fief, who was deſcribed by the 
ſervile denomination of vaſſus, or vaſſal. The 


former, it has already been obſerved, could only 8 


be ſummoned for the ſervice of the ſtate; and ſo 
[ mw 5 was the 1 of this duty. that free- 


men 


of 
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| men were prohibited from entering into holy or- 
ders, unleſs they had previouſly obtained the royal 
conſent. The reaſon aſſigned for this ſingular ſta- 
tute, proclaims the nature and reſources of go- 
vernment; © For we are informed that ſome do ſo, 
« not ſo much out of devotion, as to avoid the 
« military ſervice which they are bound to per- 
form.“ It was natural that a government, 
whoſe protection depended on the number and ſpirit 
of her freemen, | ſhould cautiouſly endeavour to 
reſtrain the rapid growth of a profeſſion, the indiſ- 
creet exerciſe of which might impair the ſtrength, 

and looſen the foundation of the monaxchy. 
But the claim of military ſervice was all the 
freemen contributed, and all the ſtate demanded, 
The impoſition of taxes, under the accumulated 
weight of which modern empires bend, he was : 
happily exempt from ; that burden was reſerved 
for the unhappy race of bondſmen and villains, tlie 
Gauls and Romans, who had been ſubjected by 
the ſword of the barbarians.” According to the 
maxims of ancient war, the conqueror became 
the lawful maſter of the enemy whom he had ſub- 
dued and ſpared; and the waſted numbers of the 
original inhabitants were ſupplied by the martial 
_ enterpriſes of the Franks. The leader of a ſucceſsfifl 
expedition, in his triumphant return, dragged after 
him a train of miſerable es, and thoſe who 
were 
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were deſtitute of arts, or charms, to miniſter to the 
pleaſures of their lord, were condemned, without 
the ſmalleſt regard to their former ſituation, to 
tend the cattle, and cultivate the lands of the vic- 
torious barbarian : Their labours were rendered 
more heavy by the addition of the cenſus, or im- | 
poſt; and the king, the clergy, and the lord, raiſed 
regular taxes on the bondſmen of their reſpective 
demeſnes. Theſe taxes are to be conſidered as 
private, not public obligations, and were peculiar 
to the bondſmen, from whom the villains only 
differed in paying a fixed rent to their maſter for 
the land which they cultivated, and retaining what- 
ever remained of the fruits of their induſtry as 
their own property. But although this might 
prove in ſome meaſure an alleviation of. their me- 
lancholy lot, they were, equally with the ſlaves, 
attached to the land, ad/cripti ville, whence they 
derived their name, and were transferable with it. 
This unhappy condition of men, who endured 
the weight without ſharing the benefits of ſociety, 
when the ſource of foreign ſupplies flowed in lefs 
abundance, was ſwelled through the more con- 
tant channel of domeſtic oppreſſion. The policy 
of ancient Rome rendered it impoſſible for a citi- 
zen to loſe or alienate his native freedom. When 
the imperial city was delivered to the licentious 
ne of — che Gothic king, the civil juriſ- 
| prudence 


| 
} 
| 
| 
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prudence had qualified this law by a prudent and 
temporary regulation; and to preſerve from the 
bloody caprice of the Goths, a train of uſeleſs 


captives whom none could legally purchaſe, it 


was ordained, that a Roman citizen ſhould be 
compelled, by five years ſervice, to diſcharge tins © 
price of his redemption, But the Franks deſpiſed 
the manners, and were ignorant of the laws 
of the Romans: The inſtitutions which had pre- 
vailed through the wilds of Germany were fre- 
quently adopted, and generally diffuſed through- 
out their new ſettlements ; and the ſubjects of the 
Merovingian kings claimed the fatal privilege of 
diſpoſing of their perſonal freedom. Famine 
might prevail, on the meagre. wretch to purchaſe a 
continuance of life by all that can render it deſira- 
ble; and the example of the poor was followed by 
the feeble, who, oppreſſed by the powerful poſ- 
ſeſſors of lands, renounced their liberty, and be- 
came the voluntary ſlaves of the great. The for- 
mer hoped for ſubſiſtence, the latter implored pro- 
tection, from their new maſters. In an edict of 
Charles the Bald, the humanity of that monarch 
commands that the freemen who had fold them- 
ſelves, during a recent famine, ſhould be ranſom- 
ed and reſtored to their former condition; but 
this partial effort was more honourable to the 
prince than ſerviceable to the people ; ; and the 
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greater part of the inhabitants of France was, at 
the commencement of the third race of Kings, 
1 to a ſtate of abject ſlaver . | 

Before we proceed to conſider the progreſſive 
change in the conſtitution, during the firſt and 
ſecond race of the monarchs of France, it will, 
perhaps, gratify the curiolity of the reader, to 
glance his eye over a ſhort ſketch of the laws and 


inſtitutions of the barbarians, who ſubdued and 


poſſeſſed the wealthy provinces of Gaul. The 
Salic laws were generally allowed to have been ori- 


ginally pronounced in the Latin tongue; and the 


ignorance of the barbarians of Germany may rea- 


ſonably induce us to conclude, that the ſyſtem of 


juriſprudence, which was delivered in a foreign 
language, could not have been framed before 


they had burſt the limits of their native foreſts. A 


ſeries of fifty years is compriſed, from the acceſ- 


ſion of Clodion to that of Clovis ; and during this 


period, it is more than probable „the Salic laws 


were firſt promulgated, Bur if the language in 
which they were delivered allows us to aſcertain the 
æra of their birth, the features and temper of this 


celebrated code proclaim the country of the pa- 


rent, and expreſs the genuine ſpirit of the Franks. 
Four venerable chieftains, natives of four different 
cantons, whoſe claims have exerciſed the ingenuity 


of modern criticiſm, were appoi inted to compoſe 
| 3 ufLä 
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the Salic laws; and their labours were examined 
and approved i in three ſucceſſive aſſemblies of the 
people. The articles moſt incompatible with 
chriſtianity were afterwards modified by the zeal 
and application of Clovis; and one hundred years 
after the eſtabliſhment of the F rench monarchy, . 


they were finally reviſed and prom ulgated by Da- 
gobert, the fourth in deſcent from the royal proſe- 


lyte. About the ſame time the cuſtoms of the 
Ripuarians were carefully tranſcribed and publiſh- 
ed; and theſe are generally ſuppoſed to have pre- 
vailed from the Carbonarian foreſt to the Rhine, 
while the Salic laws were obeyed from the ſame 
foreſt to the banks of the Loire. 

The admirable ſimplicity and original Þirir 9 
the Salic and Ripuarian laws, as well as thoſe of 
the Alemanni and Bavarians, vaſſals of the victo- 
rious Franks, have challenged the praiſe, and 
commanded the reſpect of modern legiſlators: 

They were adapted to the wants and deſires, the 
occupations and capacity of the barbarians; 
yet the policy or indolenee of the Merovingian 
princes, permitted each people, and each family 
of their empire, freely to enjoy their domeſtic in- 
ſtitutions; nor were the Romans excluded from 
the common benefits of this legal toleration. The 
children embraced the /aw of their parents, the | 


viſe that of her huſband, the free · man that 92 
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his patron; and in all cauſes where the patties 
were of different nations, the plaintiff, or. the ac- 
cuſer, was obliged to follow the tribunal of — 
defendant. e . 

But if ſome cg was ed to he van- 
quiſhed nations in the choice and maintenance of 
their private laws, much more was allowed in the 
public inſtitutions to the haughty ſpirit of the 
barbarian victors. Their lofty notions of ſuperi- 
ority over the degenerate Gauls and Romans were 


ſtudiouſſy encouraged; their pious confidence in 


the interpoſition of heaven was devoutly cheriſh- 


<d; and their unſhaken reliance- on their own 
' perſonal ftrengh. and valour was legally incul- 


cated. 

The independent warrior of G 8800 
to repreſs the ſanguinary emotions of his indig- 
nation; his hand was ever prompt to avenge the 


real or imaginary inſult that rankled in his mind; 


the feeble authority of the magiſtrate might en- 


deavour to propitiate, but could not even hope 


to extinguiſh his inſatiate thirſt for vengeance: 


Uncontrolled by the laws of his country, the of- 


fender had only to dread the reſentment of the 


ſons and kindred of him whom he had ſacrificed; 
but the prince who could not puniſh, frequently 


interpoſed, to reconcile the contending parties; 


he 
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he could prevail on the one to pay, and the other 
to accept the moderate fine, which had been aſ- 
certained as the price of blood. A more rigoroun 
ſentence would have been rejected by the impatient 
Frank; yet ſtill the equality of life was reſpected 
and the aſſaſſination of a peaſant, or prince, was 
attended with a ſimilar penalty. But the pride of 
victory inſpired the haughty breaſt of the feroci- 
ous invader with loftier pretenſions: New diſtinc- 
tions were created ; different- degrees of guilt were 
eſtabliſhed, according. to the condition of the de- 
voted victim; and the proſtrate Roman was 
taught to revere the exiſtence of the inſolent bar- 
barian as of higher value than his own. 

The autruſtion, qui in truſte dominicd oft, hs 
poſſeſſed the royal confidence, and whoſe name is ex- 
preflive of the moſt illuſtrious of the F ranks in 
birth or dignity, might conſider himſelf ſecured 
from the fatal reſentment of his adverſary by the 
protecting penalty of ſix hundred pieces 
of gold; but a noble Roman, although 
he was admitted to partake of- the hoſpitable and 
friendly board of the monarch, could be legally 
murdered. for three hundred pieces. The life of 
a common Frank, or barbarian, was valued by 
the Salic law at two hundred pieces; but the death 
of a Roman proprietor- might be expiated for one 
hundred, and that of a vaſſal for the trifling com- 

| penſation 
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aktion of forty-five pieces of gold. T he rela- 
tive degrees of injuries were wei ighed with the 


ſame ſcrupulous exactneſs: The Frank who was 


impriſoned by a Roman, could claim thirty pieces 


of gold; but fifteen were deemed ſufficient to 


atone for the injuſtice of the Frank, who had wan- 


= tonly confined a Roman. It is with aſtoniſhment 
that we review, in theſe criminal proceedings, the 


cool and deliberate injuſtice of the legiſlators, who 


| could thus arbitrarily appreciate the lives of the 
people they had vanquiſhed; and, after ſubduing 
them by their arms, ſtudiouſſy oppreſs them by 
the iron rule of their laws. But the policy of the 


barbarians was like their limbs, coarſe and maſcu- 


line; the faſtidious Frank was wrapt up in the 
contemplation of his own valour; and, incapable 
of reflection, he knew not how to ſeparate the 


worth of the individual from the degeneracy of 
the community which he had enſlaved. | 
The Ripuarian, and in ſome Meer 40 Salic 


laws, proclaimed the impatient ſpirit of thoſe who 


compoſed them. The reſtleſs barbarian was but 
ill qualified for the patient adminiſtration of juſ- 


tice; and the illiterate chieftain, rejecting a tedi- 


ous inveſtigation of the truth, allowed the accuſed 
to clear himſelf by his own oath, and the concur- 


ring oaths of a certain number of his friends. 
Theſe compurgators, ſuch was their deſcriptive 


name, 
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name, were multiplied according to the nature of 
the accuſation; and the aſſaſſin, or incendiary, 
might retire with impunity, if he could procure 
ſeventy- two fearleſs. confederates, ſtedfaſtly to 
ſwear that he was innocent of the crime alledged. 
But when the chaſtity of Fredegonde, the widow 
of Chilperic, of Soiſſons, was impeached, and the 
legitimate birth of her ſon was queſtioned, the 
queen herſelf not only ſwore that the child was the 
offspring of her deceaſed huſband, but three holy 
| biſhops, and three hundred gallant nobles, depo- 
ſed, upon oath, that ſhe had ſworn truly: Yet hiſ- 
tory allows us ſtill to ſuſpect the fidelity of the 
queen to the bed of her conſort; and the conduct 
of Fredegonde has furniſhed an ample ſubject for 
the pen of ſcandal. Even the indolence of the 
barbarian magiſtrate was vanquiſhed by a ſeries 

of unbluſhing perjuries; and from the evidence 
of man, the unhappy obje& of accuſation was 

commanded to appeal to the judgement of God. 

The perſon who was arraigned, to juſtify his in- 

nocence, was required to plunge his arm in boil- 

ing water, to lift a red-hot iron, to walk bare- 

foot over burning plough-ſhares, or to ſubmit to 
ſome. other experiment, equally perilous and for- 
midable. The interpoſition of heaven, it was ex- 
pected, would change the nature of the elements; 


and theſe extraordinary trials were ſo capriciouſly 
vor. 1. K | .contrived, 
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contrived, that guilt in ſome caſes, and innocence 


The devouring rage of fire, it was preſumed, 


cent victim was abandoned, without pity, to the 
fury of the flames: Credulity was the parent of 


of honour and - hereditary valour, believed the 


— 


and haughty independence: The ſame confidence, 


| future character, depended en his own perſonal 


in others, could not be proved without a miracle. 


could not affect the ſpotleſs; the pure element of 
water would not, it was determined, receive into 
its boſom the polluted. The atrocious criminal 
who ſunk, was eagerly ſaved from the wave, and 
acquitted; but the life and reputation of the inno- 


fraud; the credit of the ordeal was ſupported by 
a long ſucceſſion of ſucceſsful impoſtures; and 
the turbulent Frank, who rejected the deciſion of 
the magiſtrate, patiently acquieſced i in the Jug 


ment of God. 
A nation of warriors, fraught with lofty notions 


brave man ought never to be condemned, and 
the coward ought never to be acquitted. As a 
people, the high-ſpirited Germans had maintained 
in many a bloody field their martial reputation 


with which they aſſerted the glory and freedom of 
their country, they diſplayed in vindicating their 
Private conduct from the ſtain of reproach. Every 
man was the guardian of his own honour, and of 
his own life; and the juſtice of his cauſe, and his 


_ proweſs, 
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proweſs. This mode of deciſion was conſidered 
accordingly as one of the happieſt efforts of po- 
licy; and as ſoon as it was introduced, all the 
forms of trial by fire or water, and other ſuper- 
ſtitious experiments, fell into diſuſe, or were em- 
ployed only in controverſies between perſons of 
inferior rank. The Salic laws for ſome time rejecæ- 
ed the ſanguinary and doubtful expedient ; but it 
w-as early entertained and approved by the Ri- 
puarian Franks; and Gundobald, king of Bur- 
gundy, condeſcended to anſwer the doubts and 
objections of the biſhop Avitus. © Is it not 
ce true, ſaid he, © that the event of national 
* wars, and private combats, is directed by the 
_« judgement of God, and that his providence 
« awards the victory to the juſter cauſe?! How- 
ever ridiculous this argument may appear, it was 
well adapted to an ignorant and ſuperſtitious age ; 
but an edict of the ſame. monarch reveals a more 
prudent and probable reaſon for the countenance 
he afforded to this ſanguinary practice: © It is 
« to prevent our ſubjects from atteſting on oath, 
« what they ſometimes are ignorant of, and what 
« they frequently know to be falſe.” The ſame 
remedy was rapidly applied in every kingdom to 
the ſame evil; the cuſtom ſoon extended from 
Burgundy throughout Europe; and was ſucceſs- 
fully propagated in every monarchy, from Sicily 
K 2 ; to 
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to the Baltic. It was authoriſed by Charlemagne 
and Lewis le Debonnaire; and before the end of 


the Carlovingian race, it received the ſanction of 


Otho the Second, emperor of Germany. During 
ten ſucceſſive centuries it withſtood the ineffectual 
cenſures of ſaints, of popes, and of ſynods; and 
the feeble and enervated citizen was oppreſſed in 


the unequal conflict by the ſtrength 11 {kill of 


the martial barbarian. 
The ſolemnities of a judical nber 0 were ſuch 


as might naturally be expected in a formal appeal 


to God, and in the final deciſion of queſtions of 


the higheſt moment. The accuſer, in the pre- 


ſence of the judge, aſſerted that the perſon whom 


he choſe to impeach had been guilty of a ſpecified 
crime; the accuſed made anſwer that he lied, and 
the judge gave orders that they ſhould maintain 
the juſtice of their cauſe by arms. Before the 


_ combatants engaged, their relations were com- 


manded to retire; ſilence was enjoined* by the 


magiſtrate; and the moſt ſevere penalties pro- 


hibited the ſpectators from offering any aſſiſtance 


to either of the contending parties: The liſts were 
properly and carefully guarded by the civil power; 


the trumpet ſounded; and the champion, who 
came off victorious, was pronounced acquitted by 
the judgment of God. Eccleſiaſtics, women, and 
minors, who could not with decency or juſtice be 
| compelled 


* 
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compelled to take up arms, nor to maintain their 
own cauſe, were forced to entruſt their lives and 
reputations to thoſe whom they could engage 
to enter the liſts in their defence. The firſt might 
depend upon the ready zeal of a ſuperſtitious age; 
the perſonal charms of the'ſecond might probably 
animate the coldeſt warrior; but the third could 
only hope protection from the influence of in- 
tereſt. "The principals on theſe occaſions were 
placed where they could not behold the battle; 
each was bound with the cord deſtined for his 
execution if his champion was overcome; and the 
champion himſelf, that he might engage with 
more obſtinacy in the cauſe he eſpouſed, atoned 
for his defeat by the loſs of his hand. 

At the commencement of the third race, even 
the judges themſelves were ſubject to theſe ju- 
dicial combats; their opinions might be interrupt- 
ed by the contending parties, and they might be 
challenged to defend the integrity of their deci- 
ſions by arms. The honour of the magiſtrate 
was to be vindicated in a field of blood. If his 
authority was contemned, he inſiſted on ſatisfac- 
tion with his ſword, and the words in which 
he demanded it were few and peremptory: «I 
« ſent for thee, and thou didſt not come; I de- 
e mand therefore ſatisfaction for this thy con- 
I ao aac The liſts were accordingly prepared, 
K 3. and 
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| and the breaſt of the magiſtrate was expoſed to the 


lance of the culprit... To uſe the words 

of an elegant and profound Hiſtorian, 
By this barbarous cuſtom the natural courſe of 
ce proceeding, both in civil and criminal queſtions, 
<« was entirely perverted. Force uſurped the place 
& of equity in courts of judicature, and juſtice 
« was baniſhed from her proper manſion. Dif. 


Robertſon ; 


- 


* 


« cernment, learning, and integrity, were quali- 


ce ties leſs neceſſary to a judge, than perſonal 
« ſtrength and dexterity in the uſe of arms. 
cc Daring courage and ſuperior vigour or addreſs 
« were of more moment towards ſecuring the fa- 


« vourable iſſue of a ſuit, than the equity of a 


cc cauſe, or the clearneſs of the evidence.” Men 
of courſe applied themſelves to cultivate the ta- 
lents which they found to be of the greateſt utility. 
As ſtrength of body and addreſs in arms were 
no leſs requiſite in thoſe liſts which they were 
obliged to enter, in defence of their private rights, 
than in the field of battle where they met the 
enemies of their country, it became the great 


object of education, as well as the chief employ- 


ment of life, to acquire theſe martial accompliſh- 
ments. The adminiſtration of juſtice, inſtead of 
accuſtoming men to liſten to the voice of equity, 
ar to reverence the deciſions of law, added to the 


| ferocity of their manners, And taught them to 


conſider 
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conſider force as the great arbiter of right and 


wrong. | 
The preceding Pages may 3 the reader 
with the temper and manners of the conquerors 
of Gaul, from their cuſtoms and inſtitutions; 
one article of the Salic law ſtill demands our at- 
tention: * No part of the Salic lands ſhall be in- 
« herited by a woman ; but being acquired by 
« the males, male children only ſhall be capable of 
« ſucceeding.” Yet this article only expreſſed that 
the males ſhall ſucceed to the lands of their Father; 
but in five articles, which precede this, it is poſi- 
tively declared, that if a man dies without que, 
1. His father or his mother ſhall ſucceed him. 
2. If he has neither father nor mother, the patri- 
mony ſhall paſs to his brother or /ifer. 3. If he 
has neither brother nor 3 the /iter of his 
mother may claim his eſtate. If his mother 
has no ſiſter, the next right is on to the {er 
of his father; and, 5. If his father has no ſiſter, 
the neareſt relation by the male ide ſhall ſucceed. 
Thus, in the third and fourth articles, a direct 
preference is given to the females over the males, 
and particularly in the third article the ſiſter of 
the mother is entitled to ſucceed in prejudice to 
the ſiſter of the father. Even the fifth article, 
which decrees that after the father's ſiſter, the in- 
heritance ſhould paſs to the neareſt male relation, 
| | K 4 | 1S 
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is immediately afterwards limited; and it is declar. 

ed, that if this relation is beyond the fifth degree, the 
regulation ceaſes, and the female may again aſſert 
the claim of proximity of blood, Yet, although 
the Salic law can be accuſed of partiality to the 
males in one inſtance alone, and in regulating the 
ſucceſſion, prefers the ſons only to the daughters, 
this has undoubtedly been extended to the exclu- 


fion of females from the throne of France; and the 
natural rights of the more amiable ſex have been 
thruſt aſide by the arm of the ſtronger. The aſ- 


ſertion is corroborated by a tranſient glance of the 
laws of the neighbouring barbarians: The Bur- 


Sundians, equally with the Salians, precluded 


daughters from inheriting the land in conjunction 
with their brothers, and they were equally de- 
barred ſrom aſcending the throne. The Viſigoths, 


with ſuperior liberality, allowed the claim of the 
daughter equally with that of the ſon; regulation 


of private property was extended to public au- 


thority; and the- ſceptre of the Viſigoths might 


be graſped by a female hand. Among the Lom- 
bards, Theudelinda, the daughter of Garibald, 
king of Bavaria, and the widow of Autharis, the 


| king of Lombardy, was permitted to fill the 


throne with the perſon on whom ſhe beſtowed her 


hand; and Amalaſontha, after the death of her 
ſon Athalaric, ruled with abſolute ſway the king- 


dom 


/ 
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| dom of the Oſtrogoths; and when ſhe conſented 
to divide her throne, her choice was determined 
by the deſcent of T heodatus from the die 
Amalafreda. | 
From this haſty review of the laws and cuſtoms 
of the Franks and barbarians, we return once 
more to the political conſtitution, the progreſlive 
hiſtory of which is the principal object of our en- 
quiries, The freeman, conſcious of his haughty 
independence, might, in the annual aſſemblies of 
the people, controul or inſult the feeble authority 
of the ſovereign; but the waſal reſpected the 
voice of his benefactor, and readily obeyed the 
hand which had beſtowed on him his benefice, an- 
which could reſume it at pleaſure. The lands ori- | 
ginally aſſigned to the monarch were proportion- 
ably more extenſive than thoſe of his nobles : His 
vaſſals were more numerous, and his influence con- 
| ſequently ſuperior; but the precarious tenure which 
depended on the caprice of another, did not long 
ſatisfy thoſe who enjoyed it; and by various means 
the vaſſals gradually obtained a confirmation of 
their benefices during life. This practice appears 
firſt to have been introduced by Charles Martel ; 
but it was not till his deſcendants had aſcended 
the throne, that the benefices were converted into 
hereditary fiefs, and the property taken out of the 
hands of the lord, and lodged in thoſe of the 
yaſal, - | 
Tho 


x38 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 
The influence of the crown was checked and 
diminiſhed by this important change ; the pre- 
rogative of the monarch had derived ſome ſupport 
from his liberality ; the wealth of the Merovin- 
gian princes conſiſted in their extenſive domains, 
the prize of their martial labours; and one hundred 
and ſixty royal manſions, or farms, appear to have 
been ſcattered through the provinces occupied by 
the Franks: This ample patrimony was appro- 
priated to ſupply the h6ſpitality of Clovis and his 
ſucceſſors, and to reward the fidelity of their brave 
companions. But as ſoon as the rapacious and in- 
dependent nobles had eſtabliſhed the perpetual 
property and hereditary ſucceſſion of their bene- 
fices, a new order of tyrants aroſe in the provinces, 
who under the appellation of ſeniors, or lords, op- 
preſſed the ſubje&, and inſulted the ſovereign. 
Secure of perſonal independence, the powerful 
chiefs neglected the labours of government; the 
national council was rarely ſummoned; and when 
ſummoned, more rarely attended; and the mo- 
narchy was left without any regular eſtabliſnment 
of juſtice, of arms, or of revenue. The ſucceſſors 
of Clovis wanted reſolution to aſſume, or ſtrength 
to exerciſe the legiſlative and executive powers 
which the people had abdicated: The royal prero- | 
gative was diſtinguiſhed only by a more ample | 
privilege of rapine and murder; and the love 
EO - Wo 
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of Goon was reduced among the licentious 
Franks to a ns of order, and a delve of 
impunity. | 
The ſame ſpirit of encroachment which render- 
ed fiefs hereditary, excited the inſatiate nobles to 
extort from their ſovereigns hereditary offices and 
| honours; ſo ſolicitous were the monarchs to guard 
againſt this ſpirit of uſurpation, and ſo well appriſed 
were they of the conſequences, that, on ſome 
occaſions, they obliged the perſon whom they pro- 
moted to any office of dignity, to grant an obliga- 
tion, that neither they nor their heirs ſhould claim 
it as belonging to them by hereditary right. This 
feeble barrier was ſoon trampled on by a daring and 
powerful nobility; a new change in government 
was intreduced by this revolution 1n property ; the 
extenſive poſſeſſions of the great vaſſals of the 
crown were gradually accompanied by'a propor- 
tional degree of power; they depreſſed the juriſ- 
diction of the king, and overwhelmed the pri- 
vileges of the people; and the progreſs of feudal 
acquiſitions diſtinctly marks the different periods 
of the conſtitution, and the ſucceſſive political 
influence of the king and the people. 


The firſt princes of the Merovingian race bad 
regarded, with an eye of ede the aggran- 
diſement of their nobles, and had watched their 


an greatneſs with a commendable jealouſy; 
their 


40 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 


their prudent precautions had annually changed 
the governors of the provinces or diſtricts; and the 
regulations which ſagacity had dictated, yielded 
only to the perſuaſive voice of immediate intereſt, 
and the fatal ſpirit of avarice. In the reign of 
Gontram, king of Burgundy, Peonius, count or 
- governor of Auxerre, employed his ſon to pur- 
chaſe the continuance of his authority; the ſon 
betrayed the truſt, and employed the money to 
procure the appointment for himſelf : But the 
tranſaction proclaims the corruption of the times, 
and the narrow. policy of the ſordid Monarch, 
whoſe ſucceſſor, Clotaire the Second, efaced the 
remembrance of the indiſcretion- by a ſtill greater, 
and conferred on Warnacharius, the Mayor of 
Burgundy, his office for life. We reyere the 
piety of the king, who reſpected the oath which 
_ diftreſs had extorted; but the ſucceſſors of Clo- 
taire had reaſon to regret the improvident liberality 
which ſo materially injured, and fo . e 
the royal dignity. 

The king had eſtabliſhed the office of mayor 
for life; and the privilege of beſtowing that im- 
portant appointment was claimed by the people, 
On the death of Warnacharius, Clotaire de- 
manded of the aſſembly, whom he ſhould raiſe to 
the formidable truſt ; but the voice of the council 
waved rac dangerous election, and declared its 

implicit 
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implicit confidence in the ſole adminiſtration of 
the monarch, His ſon Dagobert ſucceeded with 
his throne to his popularity; during the ſucceſſive 
+ reigns of theſe two princes, the regal authority was 
preſerved pure and undiminiſhed ; nor was the 
dignity of the throne inſulted by the preſence of 
a rival ſubject. But on the death of Dagobert 
the appointment of mayor was again revived ; 
and in a ſhort time the influence of theſe power- 
ful miniſters overſhadowed that of the crown. 
The nation, jealous of royal and hereditary power, 
was ready to commit the reins of government to 
the creatures of their own favour, whoſe fortunes 
were founded on popular eſteem, and whoſe autho- 
my might be limited by the public diſtruſt. 
The arm of the mayor was ſoon ſtretched from 
the palace to the camp; the command of the 
armies, the diſpoſal of the revenues, the diſtri- 
bution of the fiefs, or benefices, were veſted in 
the ſame perſon; and the civil and military admi- 
niſtration were divided from the tottering throne. 
The Franks was accuſtomed in their native bar- 


bariſm, to revere the illuſtrious birth of their 


princes, the valour and genius of their generals; the 
former were hereditary, the latter elective; and 
the Merovingian kings, and theſe aſpiring mayors, 
perpetuated in Gaul a ſyſtem which had originated 
in the wilds of Germany. It was impoſſible that a 
1 government 
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government formed of ſuch diſcordant mini 
ſhould long ſubſiſt; the leaſt ſpark was ſufficient 
to kindle the combuſtible matter; and the jea- 
louſy of the monarch, or the ambition of the mi- 
niſter, ſprung the fatal mine: A ſeries of bloody 
wars was cloſed by the victories of Pepin, duke 
of Auſtraſia, and his illegitimate fon, Charles 
Martel. The reins of government dropped from 
the feeble hands of the Merovingian ſucceſſors of 
Clovis: The phantom of royalty might, for ſome 
time, ſerve to amuſe, or delude the people, but 
even that vaniſhed at length: The manly ſpirit of 
_ Pepin, ſurnamed the Short, ſcorned even the 
ſhadow of a maſter ; under his adminiſtration the 
Merovingian race was extinguiſhed ; and with the 
approbation of the people, the ſupport of the no- 
bles, and the concurrence of the Roman pontiff, 
the ſucceſsful mayor aſcended the throne, and tranſ- 
ferred the ſceptre of France to a new dynaſty. 

The holy deciſion of pope Zachary diſſolved 
the allegiance of the Franks to the poſterity of 
' Clovis, and limited the future choice of the nation 
to the Carlovingian race; nor had the inferior 
clergy been leſs zealous in the cauſe of Pepin, 
than the repreſentative of St. Peter; the barba- 
rians had early found the miniſters of the goſpel 
poſſeſſed of conſiderable wealth and power; the 
new proſelytes to the Chriſtian religion, reverenced 

in 
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in his choſen ſervants, the God they adored ; but 
it is poſſible the monarch beheld their riſing great- 
neſs with a different eye from his ſubjects, and 
there is ſtill extant a ſpeech of Chilperic, grand- 
ſon of Clovis, in which he complained that the 
landed property was monopolized by the church: 
« Our exchequer,” ſaid he, © is impoveriſhed, 
e and our riches are transferred to the clergy ; 
| cc none reign now but biſhops, who live 1 in gran- 
te deur while ours is eclipſed.” Yet the jealouſy 
of the king was not able to ſtem the torrent; and 
the ſtream of eccleſiaſtical wealth was ſwelled by 
the liberality of Pepin the Fat. Through ſuc- 
ceſſive reigns it continually increaſed in its courſe. 
and though checked for a, moment by the power- 
ful hand of Charles Martel, yet it ſoon regained 
its force, and threatened at length to overwhelm 
the authority of the people and the crown. The 
perſons of the clergy were already deemed ſacred 
as their function; and it would have been con- 
ſidered as impious to ſubject them to the ſame 
juriſdiction as the laity; their attention to ſpiritual, 
did not allow them to neglect their temporal, 
concerns; and they improved the credulity of a 
luperſtitious age to the eſtabliſhment of courts, 
In which every queſtion that regarded their 
own character and property was tried; the fiefs | 
which had been ſeized * Charles Martel were 
— compenſated 
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compenſated for by the pious generoſity of Pepin 
the Short, and the eſtabliſhment of tythes in the 
ſubſequent reign' of Charlemagne. The eſteem 
of the Imperial votary beſtowed on them that civil 
juriſdiction and temporal dominion, which the piety 
of his ſon Lewis might confirm, but his experience 
muſt have diſapproved, through the vicifſitudes of 
2 long and turbulent reign. 3 
The deciſion of the Roman pontiff had trant. 
ferred the royal title to Pepin, and the name of 
king was united to the higheſt office of the ſtate; 
but although the Franks were commanded, under 
the penalty of interdiction, to perpetuate the re- 
gal authority in his family, they were indulged 
with the liberty of chooſing the moſt worthy or 
moſt popular of his race. This elective right is 
confirmed by the diviſion of the empire which 
Charlemagne made among his three children. 
After he had finally allotted to each his reſpective 
inheritance, he adds, © that if one of the three 
85 brothers ſhould have a fon whom the people 
« are willing to chooſe as a fit perſon to ſucceed 
ce to his father's kingdom, his uncles ſhall con- 


cc ſent to it.” A ſimilar regulation marks, in the 


aſſembly of Aix le Chapelle, the partition of the 
dominions of Lewis le Debonnaire among his 
children, Pepin, Lewis, and Charles; and the 
Important privilege of the * Is clearly aſcer- 

| tained 
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tained by the coronation oath of Lewis the Stam- 
merer: „I, Lewis, by the Divine Mercy, and 
« by the people's election, appointed king,” And 
from the acceſſion of the ſecond. race, France 

may be conſidered as changed from A e 
into an elective monarchy. 

The authority of the annual allemblies, at the 
commencement of the ſecond dynaſty, was ftill 
vigorous and unimpaired; ; their right of deter- 
mining which of the royal family ſhould be placed 
upon the throne has already been noticed; they 
were regularly aſſembled and conſulted in affairs 
of the greateſt importance; and without their con- 
ſent no law was paſſed, and no new tax levied; 
even the imperial fortune of Charlemagne acknow-. 
ledged the conſtitutional authority of the national 
council; his penetrating mind carefully balanced 
every order of the ſtate, and remained perfect 
maſter of them all; and his commanding genius 
united the whole in one grand political ſyſtem : 
But his death diſſolved the confederacy; his ſon 
ſucceeded to the unwieldy empire, with a temper 
better ſuited to a convent than a palace; his cle- 
mency encouraged the turbulent ſpirit of the no- 
bles; his piety nouriſhed the holy ambition of the 
clergy. His dominions, on his deceaſe, were diſ- 
puted with the inveteracy of fraternal hatred; and 
the death of one hundred thouſand French in the 

„ xc 5 battle 
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battle of Fontenoy, looſened the very foundations 
of the monarchy : The vaſſals of the crown, under 
the reign of Charlemagne, had been compelled, in 
caſe of any war, to repair to the ſtandard of their 
prince; but the nobles of France regarded with 
diſguſt the bloody field of civil commotion ; and 
the rival brothers were compelled to foothe their 
indignation, by limiting the claim of fervice to 
the exigency of defenſive war. About the ſame 
period, a new regulation of Charles the Bald, 
ordained that the fon ſhould ſuceeed to the fief 
or government of his father; and the ſource of 
power, by the imprudence of that prince, was 
again removed at a "one" diſtance from the 
throne. | 
From this era is to be dated the rapid decline 
of the race of Charlemagne; the Normans and 
| Saracens afflicted with inceſſant invaſions the un- 
happy kingdom; and the vaſſals of the crown, 
who ſhould have oppoſed them, aſſumed the 
haughty tone of independence : The- ſoyereign no 
longer poſſeſſed any direct authority; his depen- 
dents were few, while thoſe of his nobles were 
daring and numerous: The royal juriſdiction was 
confined to the cities or diftrifts of Rheims and 
Laon; and the powerful barons derided his ſum- 
. Mons, and invaded his prerogative. Each within 
his own dioceſe * * privileges which 
1 FP ought 
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' ought to have been poſſeſſed by the king alone: 
From the gates of his caſtle the lordly chief iſſued 
with a train of fearleſs followers, and ravaged and 
oppreſſed the country round. T he count, whoſe. 
influence extended over a wider ſpace, maintained 
in his territory a more, ample and more regular 
authority; he diſpenſed juſtice, coined money, 
and waged war at pleaſure; and if ever he joined 
the royal ſtandard, it was to gratify, under the 
name of his ſovereign, his own reſentment, or to 


purſue his own intereſt, in the reduction of ſome 
rival vaſſal. - 


The conſtitution was rent between the extremes 
of anarchy and deſpotiſm; and the eyes and hopes 
of an harraſſed people were turned on Hugh 


Capet, duke of France. The dying bequeſt of the 
crown, from the feeble Lewis the Fifth, had ever 
been received with juſt ſuſpicion ; nor could a 
monarch, whoſe own authority was elective, tranſ- 
fer the power he was entruſted with, or in the laſt 
moments of an unfortunate reign, command the 
voice of the nation. The preference of Hugh 
Capet to fill the throne” of France, was derived 
from a different ſource than the expiring breath of 


regal imbecillity ; ; his grandfather had taſted of 


royalty, and the glory of his father was ſtill freſh 
in the minds of his friends and adherents ; he 
himſelf poſſeſſed the important cities of Paris and 
gp bs Orleans, 


5 „ 
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Orleans, which commanded the navigation of the 
Seine and the Loire, and could alone check the 
piratical depredations of the Normans ; affection 
and intereſt combined to direct the choice of the 
nation; and the crown, which in the election of 
Pepin was annexed to the greateſt office, was, in 
the perſon of Hugh Capet, annexed to the greateſt 
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Chapter rbe Fifth. 


i. Is 
7 


ACCESSION or HUGH CAPET TO THE THRONE or 
FRANCE.—CHARLES, DUKE OF LORRAIN, ASSERTS. m 
HIS CLAIM ;—HE IS DEFEATED AND TAKEN PRI- 
SONER.—DEATH OF HUGH,——SUCCESSIVE REIGNS S 
OF HIS SON AND GRANDSON, ROBERT THE FIRST, 

| AND HENRY THE FIRST.—WILLIAM, SURNAMED 
THE BASTARD, ESTABLISHES HJS AUTHORITY 
OVER NORMANDY, | | 


THE hand of death had torn the diadem from 
the temples of the feeble Lewis, and placed it 
on the prudent brows of Capet: Vet one com- 
petitor appeared to diſpute the inva- 
luable acquiſition ; ; and the arm of 
Charles, duke of Lorrain, and uncle to the de- 
ceaſed king, was ſtretched out to intercept the 
royal prize. The neceſſities of the ſtate induced a 
people, oppreſſed by innumerable calamities, to 
prefer the merit and power of Hugh Capet to the 
laſt of the male line of Charlemagne. The elec- 
tion of the duke of France annexed to the crown 
the fertile and wealthy dioceſes of Paris and Or- 
Icans ; ; to his own poſſeſſions might be added his 
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ſplendid and advantageous connections; his bro- 


ther Henry occupied the rich duchy of Burgundy; 


and his brother- in- law, the duke of Normandy, 
was attached to his intereſt by the ties of friend- 
ſhip as well as of marriage; while Charles, inde- 
pendent of his unpopular manners, was doomed 
to experience the implacable reſentment of the 


dowager queen, Emma; who, with. unceaſing 


hatred, purſued the ſlanderer of her reputation, 
and ſought to avenge the injurious rumour which 
named her as the poifoner-of' her huſband. 

The precautions of the duke of F rance were 
viſible in the rapid meaſures he adopted. In a 


few days after the deceaſe of Lewis he was pro- 


claimed king at Nojon, and was fo- 


Bourgo. lemnly crowned at Rheims; yet ſeveral 


of the powerful nobles maintained an ' haughty 


filence, and their ſullen reſerve and abſence from 
the coronation betrayed their envious diſguſt at 
the elevation of their late equal. Had activity 
been among the qualities of the duke of Lorrain, 
he might probably have eſtabliſhed his plauſible 
pretenſions; but it was the misfortune of that 
Prince to be characterized by a ſpirit of procraſti- 
nation; and though neither deficient in courage 
or capacity when once rouſed to arms, he continued 
to deliberate when he ought to have ated, and 
ſuffered his rival to take the field before he erected 
the 
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the ſtandard of oppoſition, and collected his ſcat- 
tered partizans. While his irreſolution cooled 
the flame of his open, and extinguiſhed the fa- 
vourable warmth of his ſecret friends, the king, 
_ impatient of reſiſtance, and eager to embrace the 
auſpicious moment, prepared with a numerous 
force to humble thoſe lords who had refuſed 
to yield him homage. William, duke of Guienne, 
or, as he is ſometimes ſtiled, of Aquitain, was the 
moſt conſiderable among the vaſſals of the crown 
who rejected the authority of their new ſovereign; 
the royal army entered the territory of the contu- 
macious chief, and inveſted the city of Poictiers; 
but the king was recalled from this enterpriſe by 
the intelligence, that the duke of Lorrain, with 
the aſſiſtance of Herbert, count of Troyes, whoſe 
daughter he had married, had levied a formidable 
force in Champagne, and menaced his defenceleſs 
dominions. To protect his unguarded ſubjects, 
and to engage the rival of his crown, Hugh 8 
haſtily raiſed the ſiege of Poictiers, and by forced 
marches preſſed towards the banks of the Loire; 
but his retreat was harraſſed by the hoſtile attacks 
of the duke of Guienne; and that nobleman was 
at length encouraged by the number of his troops 
to encounter in a deciſive field the arms of his 
ſovereign. The conflict was ſhort and bloody; 
and the defeat of the duke was followed by his 
-L 4 immediate 
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immediate ſubmiſſion. Hugh ſeized the favour- 
able hour of victory; and to ſecure the throne to 
his family, propoſed, in an aſſembly of the nobles, 
- the aſſociation of his ſon Robert: His ſucceſs en- 
' ſured the approbation of the barons, humbled: by: 

1 Jan, the chaſtiſement of the duke of Guienne; 
A. D. 988. and Robert, at Orleans, received the 
crown from the hands of the archbiſhop of Sens. 

The prudence of Hugh was inceſſantiy diſplay- 
ed in the meaſures he purſued; but the efforts of 
his rival compelled him alſo to exert his valour. 

Charles had improved the moments of abſence; 
A. p. and with the city of Laon had poſſeſſed 
989, 991. himſelf of the perſon of his inveterate 
enemy, the queen dowager Emma. On the ap- 
proach of Hugh he was reduced to retire within 
the walls of his new acquiſition ; and the activity 
of the monarch was ſtimulated by the importance 
of the prize: Laon was cloſely inveſted on every 
ſide; yet in a ſucceſsful ſally of the beſieged, a 
conſiderable detachment of the royal army was 
deſtroyed ; and the king endured the mortification 
of relinquiſhing) the hopeleſs enterpriſe, Even 
| his policy on this occaſion ſerved only to augment 
his diſtreſs; the archbiſhoprie of Rheims was 
offered by Hugh, and accepted by Arnold, the 
nephew of Charles, and the illegitimate ſon of his 


| brother ie, 0 thp pews of his deſertion, 
93 | but 
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but the monarch was ſtained with the perfidy of 
the intrigue without reaping the benefit. Arnold 
had ſcarce occupied the ſee and city of Rheims, 
before he betrayed the gates to the duke of Lor- 
rain; and the thin veil with which he affected to 
conceal his double treachery, by a pretended cap- 
tivity, was renounced, to appear in arms at the 
head of his uncle's troops, 
Wich a numerous army Hugh directed his 
march towards, and threatened the revolted city; 
but when he had diverted the attention of his ri- 
val to the defence of Rheims, he ſuddenly changed 
the object of his enterpriſe, and rapidly advanced 
to Laon. He had already ſecured in his intereſt 
the biſhop of that place, who had at firſt been 
impriſoned as the paramour of Emma, and was 
now admitted into the confidence of Charles. 
The holy prelate heſitated not to imitate the ex- 
ample of his ſuperior the archbiſhop of Rheims; 
the city of Laon was ſurpriſed by his intelligence, 
and the arms of Hugh; the duke of Lorrain, with 
his conſort and the archbiſhop of Rheims, was 
involved in the general captivity; the two former 
were diſmiſſed to end their days i in an eaſy con- 
finement in the city of Orleans; their ſon was 
allowed to enjoy the duchy of Lorrain; and his 
death without a ſon terminated the male line * 
Charlemagne, | 
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But the perfidy of Arnold called for more ex- 
emplary puniſhment, The prieſt who opened 
the gates of Rheims betrayed his truſt, and ac- 


| knowledged the orders he had received from the 


archbiſhop. That prelate, by the decree of a 
council in which the archbiſhop of Sens preſided, 
was reluctantly condenmed ; and the favourable 
inclinations of the preſident and ſeveral other 
members toward him, were rendered ineffectual 
by a voluntary ſubſcription to his own confeſſion 
and degradation: The vacant ſee was beſtowed on 
Gerbert, a monk of Rheims, celebrated in thoſe 
days of ignorance for his learning; but the court 
of Rome reſented with indignation the proceed - 
ings which had been adopted without her concur- 


rence. The holy pride of pope John the Fif- 


teenth, diſpatched into France a legate, commil- 
ſioned to reviſe the ſentence. A ſecond council 
was held at Rheims, and the papal power was 
ratified by the depoſition of Gerbert, and the 

reſtoration of Arnold. Yet the guilt of chat pre- 
late was not even attempted to be effaced; and he 
was re-ſeated on the archiepiſcopal throne, becauſe 
he had been compelled to deſcend from it without 
the ſanction of the holy ſee. This decree added 


| Iittle to the comforts of Arnold; and Hugh, more 


apprehenſive of his intrigues than the power of 
the pope, ſtill detained him priſoner, 7 
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The authority of the king of France over a 
turbulent nobility was feeble and precarious; his 
victory near Poitiers had for a moment 4 p. 
checked their infolence, but it was ſoon 991, 997. 
_ diſplayed again in a ſeries of domeſtic wars and 
bloody commotions, The count of Anjou, a 
vaſſal of the crown, had in a private quarrel. be- 
ſieged the city of Tours; the royal mandate com- 
manded him to relinquiſh the lawleſs enterpriſe; 
his haughty refuſal provoked the meſſenger to the 
inſulting queſtion of © Who made you a count!“ 
The indignant anſwer proclaims: the independent 
ſpirit of the barons: © Tell your maſter, the 
ſame who made him a king.” The monarch, ſen- 
| ſible of his delicate ſituation, and hopeleſs of re- 
 preſling the daring and factious chieftains, . ſuffered 

them to waſte their ſtrength in mutual hoſtilities, 
and remained an unconcerned ſpectator of their 
ſanguinary feuds; yet his own meaſures were im- 
perceptibly directed to augment the power of the 
crown. Paris, under his reign, became the ſeat 
of government; and under pretence of curbing 
the incurſions of the Normans, he fortified ſeveral 
advantageous tations, and eſtabliſhed a magazine 
of arms at Abbeville: The -tranquillity in which 
he paſſed the reſt of his reign muſt be aſcribed to 
the prudence of his conduct; and near ten years 
| after he aſcended the throne of France, and in the 
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 Kfiy-ſeventh. year of his age, he expired in his 
capital, leaving his dominions in perfect quiet, 


and his ſon in peaceable poſſeſſion of the crown. 
The character of Hugh Capet is not marked 
with thoſe commanding features which generally 


diſtinguiſh the founder of a new dynaſty ; but his 
policy was ſuited to the times in which he lived, 
and his moderation diſarmed the jealouſy of his 
powerful peers. Modeſt in his apparel, abſtemious 


in his diet, and ſimple in his manners, he enjoyed 


in a palace the comforts of domeſtic life; and his 
Private happineſs was ſecured by the chaſte virtues 


and amiable qualities of his conſort Adelaide. 
F rom the moment that he aſſociated his ſon to the 


regal authority, he abſtained himſelf from the uſe 


of the enſigns of royalty; and if ſome praiſe is 
due to the greatneſs of mind which ſcorned the 
pageantry of power, more will always be aſcribed 
to the clemency of a prince who transferred to his 
family a ſceptre unſtained with blood, and who in 
an age of violence preſerved the reputation of 
unblemiſhed humanity. 

Fe ew princes ever commenced their reign with 
more natural advantages than Robert. 
At the deceaſe of his father he was in 
the twenty-ſeventh year of his age, and the graces 
of his mind and body have been equally celebrat- 
ed by the us of the hiſtorian, The people had 

| already 


HISTORY OF FRANCE. mw; 
already been ' accuſtomed to reſpect him as their 
monarch; and the prudent maxims of his prede- 
ceſſor were imprinted on his mind, and adopted 
with more than filial veneration. Yet the riſing 
ſun of his grandeur was darkened by the clouds 
of private and public anxiety ; and he was doomed 
to regret the ſpiritual dominion of the Roman 
ponkiff, and the inflexible deſpotiſm of the repre- 
ſentatives of St. Peter, the ſource of ſo much 
miſery to himſelf and his ſucceſſors. During his 
father's life he had contracted a marriage with 
Bertha, the ſiſter of Rodolph, king of Burgundy, 
and the widow of Eudes, count of Blois. But 
the count of Blois was unfortunately related to 
Hugh Capet, and Robert himſelf had ſtood ſpon- 
ſor to one of that nobleman's children. Either of 
theſe reaſons was ſufficient to awaken the con- 
venient. conſcience of pope Gregory the. Fifch. 
That prelate, the nephew of Otho the Third, 
emperor of Germany, affected to maintain and 
augment the dignity of the holy ſee. In vain did 
the king of France endeavour to ſoothe him by 
ſubmiſſion; the thunders of the Vatican were con- 
tinually pointed againſt the inauſpicious nuptials, 
and although ſuſpended, could not be averted by 
the depoſition of Gerbert, and the reſtoration of 
Arnold to the archiepiſcopal throne of Rheims. 


Without appeaung the pope he enſured the re- 
| ſentment 
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ſentment of Gerbert, who, deprived of his ſee, 


threw himſelf into the arms of Otho, was created 
archbiſhop of Ravenna, and aſſiſted at a council 
which annulled the marriage between Robert and 
Bertha. The ſentence of excommunication was 
pronounced; and the monarch, after an ineffectual 
ſtruggle, was compelled by the clamours of his 


ſubjects to renounce the partner of his bed, to 


whom his attachment was the more honourable, 
as the match was rather ſuggeſted by intereſt than 
affection: Yet Bertha, without youth or beauty, 
preſerved an influence over the mind of her huſ- 
band; and, deprived of her crown, retained che 
eſteem and admiration of thoſe who once hag re-* 


vered her as their queen. 


The death of pope Gregory the F ifth contri- 


| buted but little to alleviate the diftreſs of Robert; 
Gerbert was raiſed from the ſee of Ravenna to the 


apoſtolical chair; and the Roman pontiff, though 


he confirmed Arnold in the poſſeſfion of the arch- 


biſhopric of Rheims, refuſed to revoke the pro- 


ceedings of his predeceſſor; while Robert, deſi- 


rous of heirs, eſpouſed Conſtance, the daughter of 
charms of the princeſs had inflamed * 
the paſſions of the king; but it was the misfor- 
tune of this prince ſcarce to taſte of domeſtic 
prog His firſt. "ow the daughter of Be- 

1 enger, 
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renger, king of Italy, and the widow of Arnold, 
count of Flanders, was early raviſhed from him 
by death. The fate of, Bertha has been already 
deſcribed; and the King, after ſeparating | from a 
wife whom he wiſhed to Tetain, was now com- 
pelled to retain a wife from whom he wiſhed - 
to ſeparate. The beauty of Conſtance concealed 
a mind haughty, vain, and capricious; and the 
flame that was kindled by her eyes was extin- 
guiſhed by her inſolence and avarice. 

For twelve years the ſubjects of France had en- | 
joyed a ſtate of uninterrupted and un- 4 p. 
wonted tranquillity ; but the death of 799%» 1008. 
Henry, duke of Burgundy, and the laſt brother 
of Hugh Capet, was the ſignal for war. His 
wealthy dominions were diſputed by Eudes, his 
natural ſon, and to whom he had bequeathed the 
country of Beauvois; by Otho William, ſur- 
named the Stranger, the ſon of his widow by her 
firſt marriage, and whoſe claim was ſupported by 
| a fictitious adoption of the late duke; and by 
Robert the king of France, who urged his law- 
ful ſucceſſion to the inheritance of his deceaſed 
uncle. The different pretenſions of the competi- 
tors could only be decided by arms; but the for- 
ees of Robert were ſtrengthened. by the troops of 
his kinſman, the duke of Normandy. Though 
repelled in his firſt pt! on Auxerre, that 
town 
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town afterwards capitulated ; ; its example was fol- 
' lowed by Sens; and the walls of Avalon are re- 
ported miraculouſly to have fallen before the 
victor. Yet even the moſt credulous muſt allow 
that the cruelty of the monarch ill deſerved the 
interpoſition of Divine Providence; the favour 
of heaven was ill repaid by the inhumanity of 
the king; and the wretched inhabitants were 
doomed to explate their reſiſtance by exile and 
death. Six years were conſumed. in the gradual . 
reduction of Burgundy; Otho William was com- 
pelled to abandon his vain hopes, and to relin- 
quiſh whatever places he had occupied: Eudes 
acquieſced in the peaceable enjoyment of the 
country of Beauvois;. and Robert, to gratify the 
Burgundians, defirous of an independent prince, 
and to ſoothe his own vaſſals, jealous of their 
-power in the aggrandizement. of the crown, be- 
ſtowed the duchy on, and inveſted his ſon Henry 
with the title of duke of Burgundy. 
The calamities of a diſtant war were los felt 
Ip. by the French; but it was with horror 
2006, 1016. they beheld the ravages of a long and 
deſtructive famine: For five ſucceſſive years the 
unhappy people groaned beneath that. ſcourge of 
human nature; and although” the compuration, 
that one-third of the inhabitants of France periſh- 
ed, may be ſwelled beyond the bounds of truth 
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or ceobabilicy; it is ſufficient to prove the un- 
common violence with which it raged, and the 
devaſtations that it made. The monarch himſelf 
was indeed exempted from the immediate danger 
of his ſubjects; but the ſenſe of perſonal ſecurity. 
was overwhelmed by the public diſtreſs; and Ro- 
bert was doomed to lament his ineffectual (ons 
to relieve the miſery of his people. . Tb 
The palace, inacceſſible to the aſſaults of 8 
mine, was pervaded by domeſtic ſtrife and con- 
tention ; and Robert, to ſooth the impatient 
temper of his conſort, was compelled, againſt the 
advice of his miniſters, . to aſſociate to . 5. 
the throne his eldeſt ſon Hugh. That #97, 1023. 
unprincipled woman had not heſitated to employ 
againſt the counſellors who diſſuaded him, the 'dag- 
ger of aſſaſſination; and the king beheld, even in 
the royal preſence, a faithful ſervant atone with his 
| life for his imprudent integrity. Yet Hugh him- 
ſelf was not long inveſted with the regal dignity 
before he revolted againſt the over-bearing diſpo- 
ſition of his mother; accompanied by a band of 
nobles, attached to. him by a parity of years and 
ſimilarity of temper, he appeared in arms: The 
queen would willingly have employed force to re- 
duce him; but the king preferred the more lenient 
mode of remonſtrance, and reclaimed a mm 
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who never afterwards tranſgreſſed the duty he "uy 
to his parent and his ſovereign. 

The character of Robert was ſtamped by the 

A. D. honourable teſtimony of Henry, king 
1023, 1025. of Germany, and his diſcontented ſub- 
jets, the nobles of Lorrain. Theſe agreed to 
refer their differences to the determination of the 
king of France; an interview between the two 
monarchs, on the banks of the Meuſe, adjuſted 


the terms of reconciliation, and was concluded 
with mutual, and, perhaps, ſincere profeſſions of 
eſteem: The more powerful motive of intereſt 


bound them in a confederacy againſt the arro- 
gance of pope Boniface the Eighth; a ſeaſonable 
death probably ſaved the Roman pontiff from the 
mortification of ſubmiſſion; and the year follow- 
ing was diſtinguiſhed by the deceaſe of Henry. 
The nobles of Italy, tired of a long ſucceſſion of 
German emperors, offered the imperial dignity 


to Robert; but the ſplendid propoſal, which the 


prudence and moderation of the king of France 
declined, was haſtily and improvidently accepted 
by William, duke of Guienne; that powerful 
noble was ſoon reduced to lament his own in- 
diſcretion, and the fickle diſpoſition of the Ita- 
lians. On the appearance of Conrad, who had 
fucceeded to the throne of Germany, the natives 


of Italy, with their accuſtomed levity, flocked to 


8 ns his 


$20 
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his banner; the imperial crown was plated on 
his head by pope John the Nineteenth, and 
William was forced to retire before the arms of 
his ſucceſsful competitor. - 
Whatever ſatisfaction Robert might derive; from - 
the ſituation of public affairs, was continually 
embittered by a ſeries of domeſtic diſ- — 
cord and calamity: His feelings, as a . 
parent, were wounded by the premature death of 
his eldeſt ſon Hugh, with whom he had divided 
the regal title, and whoſe virtues he was ac- 
quainted with and eſteemed ; his. happineſs, as 
a huſband, was continually broken by the im- 
perious diſpoſition of his conſort. On the death © 
of Hugh it was natural that he ſhould aſſociate 
his next ſon, Henry, to the dignity which he had 
| imparted to his deceaſed brother; but the juſtice 
of this nomination was oppoſed with indecent 
warmth and obſtinacy by Conſtance; and her par- 
tiality for her younger ſon, Robert, agitated the 
court with all the fury of contending factions. 
' Yet the ſecret arts of intrigue, the open violence 
of the queen, in vain aſſailed the inflexible in- 
tegrity of the king; the rights of primogeniture 
were reſpected; in an aſſembly at Rheims Henry 
received the crown from the impartial juſtice of 
his hers ; and Robert, his younger brother, re- 
* M2 1 
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fuſing to join in the daring meaſures of Com. 
ſtance, became A the object « her N 


and perſecution. 


The two princes, haraſſed by the inceflant 


A. D. enmity of their mother, retired from 


3027, 1630. court, and entered into an alliance for 
their mutual defence; the eldeſt pofſeſſed himſelf 


of the caſtle of Dreux, the younger occupied the 
city of Avalon, in the duchy of Burgundy. The 
unnatural paſſions of a female had already kindled 
the torch of civil commotion, and the gloomy 
flame was beheld with horror throughout the king- 
dom of France: At the head of a numerous 
army Robert advanced to reduce his revolted 
ſons ; but his march was interrupted by the re- 


monſtrances of William, abbot of St. Benigne; 


the affectionate parent readily liſtened to the re- 
preſentations of the pious prieſt; he was ſoon 
convinced that 'the princes, inſtead of arming 
againſt his authority, ſought only protection 
agai inſt the active hatred of their mother. The 
moment of explanation was that of ſubmiſſion on 


one ſide, and pardon on the other; the ſons were 


again reſtored to the confidence of their father; 
and the force which had been aſſembled to extin- 
guiſh the diſſenſions of his family, was happily 
Employed of Robert in . the haughty 

noble: 
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nobles of Burgundy, who had preſumed to wich- 
hold the homage due to their ſoyereign. | 
A reign of almoſt inceſſant proſperity, a life of 
ſucceſſive domeſtic miſery, were cloſed by the 
expedition into Burgundy ; and three and thirty 
years from his aſcending the throne, and in the 
ſixtieth year of his age, Robert expired | 
at Melun, amidſt the tears and lamen- 
tations of his ſubjects. His own prudence and 
moderation contributed to, and almoſt inſured the 
public happineſs which had fo honourably diſtin- 
guiſhed his adminiſtration ; and the virtues which 
he diſplayed in private, might have ſecured him 
the enjoyment of domeſtic comfort with a temper 
leſs arrogant and turbulent than that of his con- 
ſort; but amidſt the fplendor of a palace, the 
| monarch was often induced to envy the condition 
of the meaneſt peaſant ; and the loſs of Bertha 
was aggravated by the poſſeſſion of Conſtance. 
The rigour with which he puniſhed, in the reduc- 
tion of Burgundy, the obſtinate reſiſtance of the 
ö inhabitants of Avalon, had caſt a flight ſhade on 
a reign of unprecedented clemeney; and a people 
_ whoſe annals hitherto have diſplayed almoſt a con- 
ſtant ſucceſſion of ſanguinary and ferocious prin- 
ces, might well exclaim on the death of Robert: 
We have loſt a father who governed us in 
ie beneath whoſe authority we dwelt 8 
T n 


A. D. 1031. 
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c ſecurity; who ſuffered not in others that op- 


e preſſion which he himſelf diſdained; who com- 
te manded our affections, 122 who baniſhed: our 


ce fears.” 
To the crown of Robert ſucceeded his eldeſt 
ſon Henry, who, at the age of twenty-ſeven, 


| poſſeſſed with the vigour of youth the-prudence 
| and wiſdom of age; yet theſe qualities 


A.D. 1031. 
were ſcarce ſufficient to ſecure his au- 


thority, and the implacable enmity of his mother 


ſhook his throne to the very foundation. At her 
imperious voice the flames of- diſcord blazed with 
redoubled fury: Ambition prompted the count 
of Flanders, and intereſt induced the count of 
Champagne, to ſupport the pretenſions of Robert 


againſt the claim of his elder brother. To Eudes, 


the count of Champagne, was relinquiſhed by the 


force, or occupied by intrigue. * Henry, aſtoniſh- 
ed, and incapable of reſiſting the torrent, eſcaped 
4 with-only twelve faithful followers into Normandy, 
and, deſerted by his ſubjects, threw himſelf on 


the generous friendſhip of duke Robert. The 


liberal compaſſion of his protector juſtified his 
choice; and the treaſures and forces of Normand y 


bs ea > Yevored. to his {ervice: On one ſide, the 


Normans, 


confederates half the city of Sens, as the price of 
his alliance; and that city, with Melun, Soiffons, 
and the adjacent towns, were either reduced by 


2 
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| Normans, commanded by the duke in perſon, | 
ſpread: deſtruction through the kingdom ; and the 
country, which was blaſted at his approach, . ſanc- 
tioned the ſurname of Devil, which the terrified 
inhabitants annexed to that of Robert: On the 
bother ſide, the king himſelf thrice defeated the 
count of Champagne, who eſcaped with difficulty 
the purſuit, of the victor. The tempeſt at length 
was huſhed. by the mediation of Fulk, count of 
Anjou; Conſtance ſunk beneath the pangs of diſ- 
appointed rage ; prince Robert was gratified with 
the duchy of Burgundy; the ſubmiſſion of the 
counts of Flanders and Champagne was imitated | 
by the reſt of the vaſſals of the crown; but the 
gratitude of Henry diſmembered the kingdom he 
had regained ; and the ſervices of the duke of 
Normandy were repaid by the duchies of Giſors, 
Chaumont, and Pontoiſe, and that part of the 
Vexin which had hitherto . to * Fr 
nions of France. 
To the enterpriſes of war n a riegocia- 
tion of marriage; and Henry, peace- 4 p. 
ably eſtabliſhed on the throne, contract- 2932» 2036, 
ed himſelf to Matilda, the daughter of Conrad, 
who ſwayed the imperial {ceptre with courage and 
prudence. Yer the hiſtorians more than doubt 
the conſummation of theſe nuptials; and about 
ten years aſterwards we find Henry eſpouſed to E 
Lo Anne, 5 
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Anne, a daughter of Jeroſolaus, great prince or 


duke of Ruſſia, and who claimed her auguſt de- 
ſcent from the dynaſty of Baſil, the Roman em- 
perors of the Eaſt. The death of Rodolph, 
who, with the title of king ruled that part of 


| Burgundy which comprehended the countries of 


Spwiſſerland and Savoy, the counties of La Breſſe, 
Dauphine, and the Lyonnois, kindled a war be- 
tween Eudes, .count of Champagne, and the em- 
peror Conrad, who each claimed the fucceſſion, 
and ſupported their pretenſions by arms; but 
Eudes was compelled to yield to the ſuperior 
force of his rival, and, driven out of Burgundy, 
entered Lorrain, and poſſeſſed himſelf of Bar. 
Before he could improve this advantage he was 
encountered by Gothelon, duke of Lorrain; the 
defeat of the count of Champagne was rendered 
deciſiye by his death; and king Henry and the 
emperor Conrad might mutually rejoice in the 
deſtruction of a turbulent * and an enter- 
priſing neighbour. : 
But although Eudes was no more, his Ghia 
ſurvived in his two ſons, Thibaud, count of 
| Beauſſe, T ouraine, and Beauvois; and Stephen, 
count of Champagne. Theſe rejected 
with diſdain the ſervile duty of homage, | 
and excited Eudes, the third and youngeſt bro- 
mer of the king, and who had been left without 
| J 0 _ 


A. D. 1037. 
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territories or eſtabliſhment, to fortify their c 
with his name. The forces of the confederates 
were routed by the royal army; Eudes himſelf 
was taken priſoner, and ſecured at Orleans; the 
pardon of Thibaud was purchaſed at the expence 
of Touraine; the count of Champagne was happy 
to eſcape by the ceſſion of a conſiderable part of 
his territory; but Galeran, count of Meulan, who 
had joined the ſtandard of unſucceſsful rebellion, 
was formally attainted ; and the forfeiture of his 
property and life, the firſt example of the kind 
mentioned in hiſtory, proclaims the B n 
the crown had imperceptibly acquired. | 
The faſhionable ſuperſtition of the times had 
- impreſſed the minds of men with the merit of 
pilgrimages to the Holy Land; the 
martial ſpirit and gallantry of the Nor- 
mans were peculiarly inflamed with this adven- 
turous ſpecies of devotion; and Robert, duke of 
Normandy, aſſuming the pious garb of a pilgrim, 
prepared to viſit the ſacred ſepulchre of Jeruſalem. 
His ſubjects had acknowledged as his heir his ſon 
William, whoſe regular pretenſions were obſtruct- 
ed by the illegitimacy of his birth; and the young 
duke was recommended by his father to the gra- 
titude of Henry, king of France, and to the care 
of Alain, duke of Brittany. But the nobles of 


Normandy diſdained the feeble rule of an infant; 
| and 


A. Bs 


% 
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and the helpleſs years of the future conqueror of 
England were inſulted and contemned by his reſt. 
leſs and turbulent barons. The duke of Brittany 
in vain endeavoured to reſtore the general tran- 
quillity; his faint entreaties were difregarded; 
and a ſlow poiſon, (ſuch is the account of the 
hiſtorians of that age) which haſtened his retreat 
and gradually undermined his conſtitution, was 


| the reward of his ineffectual mediation, The 


| king of France was actuated by more politic but 
leſs honourable motives; with a numerous army 
he invaded the defenceleſs frontiers, conſumed 
with fire the town of Argentan, and occupied the 
important fortreſs of Tilleres. . 
The public diſorders were increaſed by the in- 
3 telligence, that duke Robert, on his re- 
1037, 1045. turn from the Holy Land, had expired 
at Nice. The miniſters who yet preſerved their 
fidelity unſhaken, and who watched over the ten- 
der years of duke William, determined to im- 
plore the protection of the king of France: They 
conjured him by the memory of his own diſtreſs 
to repay. the obligations he had received from the - 
father to the fon. The ſuggeſtions of intereſt 
' were vanquiſhed or ſuſpended by the emotions of 
| ſhame or gratitude ; and Henry declared his reſo- 

lution of vindicating the infulted authority of the 
Norman prince ; his friendſhip, though tranſient, 
| | | Was 


7 
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was ardent and effectual; he once more paſſed 
the frontiers, and at the valley of Dunes, between 
Caen and Argentan, encountered the revolted 
barons. The rebels maintained their ground with 
obſtinate valour; the king himfelf was expoſed 
to imminent danger, and, thrown from his horſe 
in the violence of the in was only preſerved 
by the immediate ſuccour of his attendants: But 
his victory was glorious and deciſive; and the 

battle of Dunes fixed the ſceptre in the bands of 

the duke of Normandy. 
I) he acquiſitions of the Normans were not con- 
fined to their ſettlements in France; and under 
different leaders their arms penetrated into the 
fertile regions of Italy, eſtabliſhed an independent 
ſovereignty in Apulia, and ſoon afterwards em- 
braced the kingdom of Naples, and reduced to 
their obedience the iſland of Sicily, Whether 
their progreſs in Apulia had alarmed the vigilant 
Henry, or that he early diſcerned the lofty genius 
and unbounded ambition of William, that mo- 
narch ſoon after violated the friendſhip he had 
newly profeſſed, and ſeemed conſtantly to repent 
of the aſſiſtance he had afforded to the duke 
of Normandy. William de Arques, count of 
Thoulouſe, and fon by a ſecond marriage of 
Richard the Second, who preceded, as duke of 

Normandy, Robert, furnamed the Devil, no longer 
concealed 


j 
i 
* 
4 
3 


172 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 


| concealed his pretenſions to the ducal title: He 


was powerfully ſupported by his bro- 


58 P. 204. ther, Mauger, archbiſhop of Rouen; 
and privately at firſt, and afterwards publicly, by 


Henry of France. But this formidable confederacy, 


which was ſtrengthened by the counts of Poitou 
and Anjou, was broken by the auſpicious genius 


of William the Baſtard. The army with which 


"Henry had threatened to expel him from N ormandy 
was compelled to retreat with diſgrace; a con- 


fiderable detachment, in the march towards Rouen, 


had incautiouſly preſſed before the main body; 
between Eſcoucy and Mortimer, their negligence 


was chaſtiſed by the arms of the Normans; and 
ſew eſcaped to relate the melancholy fate of their 
companions: Henry himſelf with the remainder 


of his forces retired towards Paris, indignant at 
his diſgrace, and impatient to efface his defeat by 


the deſtruction of his rival; while William, who 
had triumphed over his revolted ſubjects, was 


equally determined to purſue with eternal _— 


the perfidy of the French monarch. 
That prince had formed a new alliance with 
Martel, count of Anjou, and engaged again to 


. invade the territories of the Norman; his pre- 
parations were ſuitable to the greatneſs of the 


A.D. enterpriſe; and two armies, which he 
* had diligently levied, threatened the 
WF  deſtruftion 
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deftruftion of the young duke: The one was led 


by Henry in perſon; the other he entruſted to 


his brother Eudes, whom he had releaſed for that 


3 purpoſe from priſon. Bur the ſuperior number of 


his troops ſerved only to augment his confuſion ; 
thoſe led by himſelf were continually harraſſed, 


and repeatedly ſurpriſed; while the army com- 
manded by. his brother was defeated in a deciſive 
action with cruel laughter. Preſſed or broken on 
every ſide, the French were compelled haſtily to 


evacuate a country which they had . unjuſtly in- 


vaded; and the terms of peace,. which foon after 
followed, were dictated by the * duke of 


Noermandy. 


The age of the king, which fearce exceeded 
fifty-five years, allowed him to hope a long con- 
tinuance of his reign; but his conſtitution was 
viſibly impaired; his late defeat probably preyed 
upon his mind; and ſenſible of his approaching 
diſſolution he determined to provide for the tran- 


quillity of the kingdom by the aſſociation of the 


heir to the throne. Of his three ſons by Anne, the 


grand - daughter of Wolodomir, great duke of Ruſ- 


ſia, Philip, the eldeſt, then only about ſeven years 


ol age, was ſolemnly crowned at Rheims by the 


archbiſhop of that city. His tender youth did 
not exempt him from reading and ſubſcribing 
2 Torn in which he promiſes, c in the pre- 

« ſence 


— yy * # . £ I vor K pe P = = 
EE Ge Ie Rt gn ne . - PEPYS . 
8 - — — 9 — 
7 p 
by k 


7 5 HIS TO RY or FRANCE. 


« ſence of God and che faints,” to reſpect and 
defend the clergy in their privileges and immuni- 
ties; to obſerve the laws and to adminiſter juſ. 
tice; and equitably to rule the people entruſted 


to his government. But anxious for the future 


welfare of his ſon, the precaution of Henry, 
named Baldwin, count of Flanders, as the 
guardian of his infancy, in caſe he himſelf 
ſhould not be indulged with the ſatisfaction of 
beholding him attain the vigour of manhood. 
His fears were juſt; in the Auguſt following the 
coronation of Philip, Henry breathed his laſt, 
in the fifty-ſixth year of his age, and the thirtieth 
of his reign. His own indiſcretion, perhaps, 
haſtened his end; and the injudicious L uſe of me- 


dicine is ſuppoſed to have accelerated the progreſs 


of diſeaſe ; but the imputation of poiſon could 


only exiſt in a credulous age, invariably deſirous 
of aſcribing the death of every ſovereign to the 


effects of ſecret fraud or open violence. 
Prudent in peace, and intrepid in war, the cha- 


racter of this monarch is chiefly ſtained by his 


ungenerous attempt againſt the feeble youth of 


the duke of Normandy ; z and the injuſtice of the 


enterpriſe did not ſerve to reconcile him to the 


mortification of defeat; yet the firmneſs with 


which he reſiſted the encroaching ſpirit of the 


pops has merited the * of che hiſtorian, and 


| = 
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_ ought to have been imitated by his ſucceſſors. 
Leo the Ninth had entered France, and in a 
council held at Rheims had degraded ſeveral bi- 
ſhops contrary to the inclinations of the king; 
pope Nicholas the Second was deſirous of tread- 
ing in the footſteps of his predeceſſor; but he in 
vain ſolicited the conſent of Henry to a ſimilar 
viſit, who ſtedfaſtly declined the proffered | ho- 
nour; and the Roman pontiff, after a fruitleſs | 
negociation, was compelled to relinquiſh the im- 
practicable deſign. 
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| Chapter the Sixth, 
7 | ee a SS + Wa 1 - | | 155 6 


BALDWIN, COUNT OF FLAND ERS, IS APPOINTED 
' REGENT OF, FRANCE, — CONQUEST OF ENGLAND 
| BY WILLIAM, DUKE OF NORMANDY, . — REIGN 
OF PHILIP, — ACCOUNT OF' THE FIRST CRU- 
SADE, — DEATH OF PHILIP, AND ACCESSION 


Or LEWIS THE SIXTH, SURNAMED THE GROSS 
HIS REIGN AND DEATH. WEE Tec, | 


05 the deceaſe of Henry, the regency of the 
ſtate and the protection of his infant ſon might 
naturally have been expected by the widow and 
brother of the late monarch; Anne, indeed, might 
have aſſerted her indefeaſible right over her child; 
nor were there examples wanting, in which the 
reins of adminiſtration had, during a minority, 
been committed to the hands of a female; but 
Henry had conſidered that princeſs was a ſtranger, 
and that ſhe was ill qualified to control the im- 
patient ſpirits of a haughty nobility with whom 
ſhe was but little acquainted. Anne, in filence, 
acquieſced in his deciſion, and beſtowed her hand 
on Raoul, count of Valois, after whoſe death ſhe 
retired to her native climate of Ruſſia, | 
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If Henry prudently deemed his conſort unequal 
to the toils of government, it was with a different 
eye he regarded his brother, Robert, duke of 
Burgundy. The abilities 6f that pritice were ac- 
knowledged and dreaded; his power was already 
formidable; his influence with the nobles of 
France conſiderable; he had once already afpired 
to the crown; and. it was to be feared, if placed 
ſo near, his ambition might be revived, and his 
hand again ſtretched forth to ſeize it. But Bald- 
win, count of Flanders, was free from every ob- 
jection, and poſſeſſed every quality which could 
recommend him to this important truſt; his va= 
lour was tempered by caution, his vigilance was 
joined with a noble frankneſs: The guardian of 
the crown, and the friend of the people, he pro- 
teted the prerogative of the firſt without infring- 
ing the rights of the laſt; without endeavouring 
to oppreſs the nobles he reſtrained them in due 
ſubjection, and maintained peace by his prepara- 
tions for war. The people of Aquitain had pre- 
ſumed on the youth of their ſovereign; they were 
chaſtiſed by the arm of Baldwin ; and the anxious 
guardian, amidſt the complicated cares of govern- 
ment, neglected not to beſtow upon his royal 
pupil ſuch an education as might contribute to 
his own happineſs, and that of the people over 


whom he was e to reign, | | 
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Yet the adminiſtration of Baldwin has not en 
tirely eſcaped cenſure ; and it has been imputed 
to him as an inexeuſeable error, that be ſuffered ſo 
dangerous a neighbour as the duke of Norntandy 
to extend the limits of his dominions, and to at- 
chieve the important conqueſt of England. Per- | 
haps he was influenced by a natural regard for 
a prince who had married his. davghter; perhaps | 
he dreaded his enterpriſing ſpirit, and was willing 
to ſecure the immediate tranquillity of the coun- 
try he ruled, by diverting the ſtream of conqueſt 
another way. Whatever were his motives, the con- 
ſequences were fatal; and the ſplendid acquiſition 
was attended with a ſeries of bloody and deſtruc- 
tive wars, which always contributed to exhauſt, 
and frequently threatened to ſubvert the monarchy 
of France. 
I lt is the obſervation of the celebrated hiſtorian 
of the reign of the emperor Charles the Fifth, 
ee that whoever records the tranſactions of the 
e more conſiderable European ſtates during the - 
two laſt centuries, muſt write the hiſtory of 
„Europe.“ The remark, which does honour to 
his judgement, may, in regard to France and Eng- 
land, be extended to a more early, period; and 
from. the union of the latter kingdom with Nor- 
mandy, the wars and negociations of the French 


and — have been — blended, and 


form 
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form one great and complicated ſyſtem of poli- 
tics. 80 intimate a connection not only juſtifies, be 
but demands an haſty ſketch of the circumſtances 
which illuftrate the fnemorable event. 
The Roman government was ſcarce diſſolved 
in Britain before the iſland was ſuddenly and ſuc- 
ceſſively afflicted by the fword of the Scots and the 
Picts, the Danes and the Saxons: The conqueſts 
of the latter were permanent; and ſeven inde- 
pendent thrones, the Saxon heptarchy, were found- 
ed by the victors. Theſe, in the courſe of little 
more than three revolving centuries, were united 
under Egbert; and the ſceptre, when firſt aſpir- 
ed to by William, was feebly and irreſolutely 
ſwayed by Ldward the Third, ſurnamed the Con- 
ſeſſor. The partiality of that monarch for the 
Norman might countenance the report that he 
had bequeathed to him his throne. The mother 
of Edward was Emma, the ſiſter of Richard of 
Normandy; and when the Britiſn prinoe was com- 
pelled to fly before the ſword of the Danes, he 
found a ſaſe and hoſpitable retfeat in the Norman 
court. The ties of blood and [gratitude attached 
him to his'kinſman and protector; and it is pro- 
bable that he would readily have preferred him to 
an ambitious ſubject, whoſe father was ſtained 
with the royal blood of his brother, and whoſe 
own popularity was hateful in the eyes of the 
| N 2 king. 
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king. But when Edward breathed his laſt,” Wil. 


liam was diſtant. in Normandy, and the vacant 


throne was occupied "7 Harold, the on of on 
[: Goodwin. 


The impatient ſpirit of William 8 to dl 
ſemble his ſenſe of the injury, and his ambition 


permitted him not to relinquiſh his lofty hopes. 


In a formal embaſſy he demanded the ſceptre 


which Harold had ſeized; and the refuſal was at- 
tended with a e e of war. A powerful 
armament was equipped in the ports of Norman- 


dy; and while Harold was engaged in the North 


in repelling the invaſion of Harfager, dhe of 


Norway, William failed from St. Valery, and 
landed at Pevenſey on the coaſt of 


| A-D.no66. Suſſex. From a glorious victory over 
Harfager, Harold was recalled to encounter this 


more formidable rival. The fatal battle was 


fought on the fourteenth of October, about ſeven 


miles from Haſtings; and the native valour of 
the Engliſh was unequally oppoſed to the diſ- 
cipline and artful evolutions of the Normans. A 
random arrow pierced the brain of Harold; and 


the remnant of the Englifh, army, after the death 
of their gallant leader, was only preſerved from 
the purſuit of the Normans by the friendly dark- 
neſs of the night. The fall of Harold eſtabliſhed 
5 e fortune of WE and the ſcep- 


tte 


4 
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tre of Britain, which for ſix hundred years had 
been ſucceſſively ſwayed by a Saxon, was in one 
deciſive day transferred to the hand of a Norman. 
The death of Baldwin, count of Flanders, ſoon 
ſucceeded the invaſion and conqueſt of | 
England; and in the fifteenth year of 
his age his royal pupil aſſumed the peaceable ad- 
miniſtration of his dominions. The able miniſters 
who had been promoted by the penetration of 
Baldwin, were no longer ſuffered to guide the 
councils of Philip; and the beginning of his va- 
rious reign was equally characterized by activity, 
as the concluſion of it was by indolence. The 
territories of Geoffrey Martel, count of Anjou, 
were diſputed by his two ſons, Geoffrey and Fulk; 
and the incautious integrity of the former was en- 
ſnared by the perfidious artifices of the latter: 
Vet, although Fulk was at firſt menaced with the 
reſentment of the king of France, the emotions 
of juſtice were ſoon ſaerificed to the ſuggeſtions 
ol intereſt; the anger of Philip was diſarmed by 
a ſhare in the ſpoils; and on the ceſſion of the 
Gaſtinois, the younger brother was permitted to 
retain in peace the inheritance of which he had 
fraudulently deprived his elder. | | 
The care of Baldwin had imbued the mind 
of Philip with every royal ſcience, and the maſ- 
ters he had * and fitted his body for the 
| * 3 martial 


A. D. 1067. | 


115 
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martial exerciſes of a warlike age; but the heart 


had reſiſted: the admonitions of the virtuous tutor; | 


and as Philip advanced in years, his ſubjects dil. 
cerned, with a capacity which might have en- 
ſured their happineſs, a diſ poſition which menaced 
them with the inceſſant calamities of war, The 


love of glory, the vice of great minds, never 


found entrance into the boſom of Philip; but 
throughout his reign he diſplayed 1 in every enter- 
priſe the invariable features of treachery with the 
propenſity. of inſatiate avarice, He. had deſerted, 


not much to his reputation, the cauſe. of Geoffrey, 
to partake the crime and plunder of Fulk; but in 


2 diſpute reſpecting the ſucceſſion to the territory. 
of the late regent, he ſtained his character with 
the meaneſt perfidy and the blackeſt ingratitude. 
Baldwin and Robert were the two ſons of Baldwin; 
the former and elder inherited from him, his dig- 
pity with the principality of Flanders; . the latter 
and younger, the title with the country of Frize: 
But Baldwin, diſcontented with-his awn ſhare, beheld 
with envy the domain of his brother. - With a nu- 


werous army he inyaded the province of Robert, 


and his own death in battle was the conſequence of 
the unnatural enterpriſe: The victor ſeized on 
Flanders, and the widow of the . deceaſed count, 
with her two ſons, Arnold and Baldwin, fought 


ſhelter vow. the remageſt 3 in * dan of Philip. 
28 
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She was received by that monarch with every | 
mark of reſpect, and with every profeſſion of re- 
gard. To reſtore her ſons, with a numerous 
army he entered Flanders; but in a deciſive battle 
near St. Omers the French were defeated, and 
the young count, Arnold, periſhed i in the action. 
This check cooled the ardour of Philip, and he 
from that moment abandoned the cauſe of the 
widow and the orphan. | Their diſtreſs induced 
| them to apply to Henry the Third of Germany, 
and his compaſſion aſſured them of his protection, 
and induced him to arm in their ſupport, Hope 
once more ſmiled ypon the youthful Baldwin; but 
the proſpect was ſoon darkened by the intrigues 
of Philip. He had engaged to marry Bertha, 
the daughter of the counteſs of Frize, by a for- 
mer huſband, and to maintain her preſent in the 
poſſeſſion of the dominions he had uſurped. The 
feeble efforts of Baldwin were overwhelmed by 
the united force of the confederates; ; he. was con- 
pelled. to acquieſce i in the diſtrict, with the title of. 
count of Hainault, and to leave his uncle i in the 
peaceable enjoyment « of Flanders, 2 5 
With equal ſucceſs P hilip encountered che arms 
of William, who, had exchanged, N 
che acquiſition of England, the oppro- 3 hes 
brious diſtinction of Baſtard fo or the honourable 


| ſrname of Conqueror. 5 3 an army of his 
N 4 new 


[ } 


184 HISTORY or FRANCE. 


new ſubjects, that prince had traverſed. the fra 
to reduce Hoel, duke of Brittany, who had re- 
fuſed to yield him homage. But the firſt place 
that he beſieged: was witneſs of his diſgrace; and 
with the loſs of his baggage the king of England 
was obliged to retire before the fortune of his 
royal rival. The conditions of peace were dic- 
_ tated by Philip; ; and his mind, naturally preſump- 
tuous, was inflated by the adyantage he obtained, 
Robert, the eldeſt fon of the conqueror, had yio- 
lated the duty he owed to his parent and ſovereign, 
and erected the ſtandard of revolt in, Normandy, 
He Was privately encouraged by Philip, who be- 
ſtowed on him the town of Gerberoi, in the Beau- 
voiſins; in that place he was inveſted by William. 
In a ſally from the town Robert diſplayed the he- 
reditary valour of his race; his lance transfixed 


he thickeſt ranks of the beſiegers, and unhorſed 


William himſelf. The king of England would 
have periſhed by the hand of his ſon, had not 
his voice revealed his perſon and danger: The 
aſtoniſned Robert, ſtruck with horror at the crime 
which impended over him, raiſed the fallen mo- 
narch from the ground, and mounted him on his 
own horſe. The pardon of his father was the 
reward of his gallantry and penitence; and Philip 
affected to rejoice at a reconciliation which i it was 
no er in his power te to ö 5 

3 8 For 
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For ſome years the animoſity of the monarchs 
was happily for their ſubjects ſuſpended, It was 
again kindled by a jeſt of Philip: The corpu- 
lency of the king of England, who was indiſpofed, 
pr rovoked the obſervation, © Although William 
* long lying- in, I doubt, when he comes 
« abroad he will be as big as ever.” The retort 
of the Norman. was an alluſion to the cuſtom. of 
carrying lights when women are churched : * It 
will not be long before I go abroad; and let 
e Philip know, that ſo many lights thall be 
* carried at my churching as ſhall enlighten all 
France, and make him repent of his jeſt.” 
The menace was rigorouſly fulfilled ſoon after ; 
William landed in France with a formidable army, 
poſſeſſed himſelf by aſſault of the town of Mantes, 
and delivered it to the flames; but as the victor 
endeayoured to retire from the heat of the fire, 
his horſe, in leaping over a ditch, threw him. on the 
pummel of the ſaddle; the contuſion proved mor- 
tal, and William the Conqueror in a 
Wort time aſter expired at Rouen. 
The death of that prince delivered Philip from 
a formidable enemy, and the dominions of the 
deceaſed monarch were conteſted by his three ſons. 
Of theſe, the ſecond, William, ſurnamed Rufus, 
by the dying breath of his father was recommend- 
ed to the throne of England; but for the poſſeſ- 
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fon of it he was probably more indebted to the 
attachment of Eudes, the miniſter of the late 
king, who delivered into his hands the royal tre- 
ſures, than to the favourable opinion of a ſove- 

reign, who, neyer had acquired the affections of 
his ſubjects. Robert, the eldeſt, ſucceeded. to 
Normandy and Maine; and to Henry was only 
bequeathed a ſum of money, Vet Rufus, not 


content with the crown he had raviſhed from the 
expectations of Robert, invaded ſoon, after the 


duchy of Normandy: The. latter was faintly ſup. 
ported by Philip of France; and by the ceſſion of 
u ee, Ha, Feleump, and, Cherbourg, pur 

9 chaſed a diſadvantageous Peage, which 


e e him to retain the Fang: wanant of his 
dominions. "rr 


Ihe intereſt of Philip had ſuggeſted to ba A mar- 
. D. riage with the daughter of the counteſs 
3092, 1045. of Flanders; but two ſons and a daugh- 
ter, the iſſue of thoſe nuptials, could not reſtrain 
the fickle monarch from divorcing Bertha from 


his ſide: A diſtant and doubtful degree of conſan- 


guinity afforded. the pretence; and the unhappy 
ee baniſbed i, ya expired he a 


next in e, aan of — 


Roger, the brother of che duke of Calabria: The 


: hay, richly adcrned: with en and liberally por- 


tioned, f 
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tioned, was eſcorted to the F rench court; nor is 
it without a bluſh the hiſtorian records that Emma 
was diſmiſſed, and her fortune retained. The 
paſſions of Philip had been inflamed by Bertrade 
de Montfort, the wife of Fulk of Aryou, wha ' 
with the aſſiſtance of the king had ſupplanted his 
elder brother Geoffrey : The vanity of a licentious 
woman was gratified by the addreſſes of a royal 
lover; and the counteſs heſitated not to forſake 
the bed of an aged and moroſe huſband, and to 
follow her paramour to Orleans. The aſcendancy 
ſhe obtained over the affections of Philip was 
diſplayed in his ſubſequent conduct; he deter- 
mined to ſolemnize a marriage which was doomed 
invariably to embitter his future days. The cere- 
mony was performed by Eudes, biſhop of Ba- 
yeaux, in the preſence of the biſhop of Senlis 
and the archbiſhop of Rouen. But fo flagrant a 

violation of every moral and civil tie, could not 
eſcape the cenſure of pope Urban the Second. 
Ina council held at Autun, a ſentence of excom- 
munication was pronounced againſt the king 
unleſs he parted with Bertrade: His ready promiſe | 
of ſubmiſſion averted, or rather ſuſpended, the 
thunders of the vatican'; his perſeverance in his 
criminal enjoyments once more arouſed them; 
and in a ſecond council, aſſembled at Clermont, 


with the acquieſcence of _ clergy of France, 
2 =. -. Philip. 
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Philip was again . to the en of ex- 
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the laity, impreſſed on their garments the ſign of 


communication. 
It was in this council 1 Urban firſt preached. 


the facred ſervice of the cruſades, and 


* D. | . 
| 9. awakened the martial nations of Europe 


to the deliverance of the Holy Land. His au- 


dience had already been prepared by the enthuſi- 


aſtic eloquence of Peter the Hermit, and the con- 
tagious zeal ſpread through perſons of all ranks 
and all denominations, To uſe the words of the 


Princeſs Anna Comnena, all Europe torn up from 


the foundation ſeemed ready to precipitate itſelf in 
one united body on Aſia, The vehement exhor. 
tations of the Roman pontiff were interrupted by 


the ſhouts of thouſands, who with one voice, and in 


their ruſtic idiom, exclaimed aloud, © God wills it, 
& God wills it.” It is indeed the will of God,” 
replied the pope, ** and let this memorable word, 
te the inſpiration ſurely of the holy ſpirit, be for 
« ever adopted as your cry in battle, to animate 
er the devotion and courage of the champions of 
« Chriſt; his croſs is the ſymbol of your ſal- 
* vation; wear it, a red, a bloody croſs, as an 
te external mark, on your breaſts or ſhoulders, as 
* à pledge of your ſacred and irrevocable en- 
gagement. The propoſal was joyfully ac- 
cepted ; great numbers, both of the clergy and 


the 
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the crols, and ſolicited the pope to march at their 
head. This dangerous honour was declined by 
the prudent ſucceſſor of St. Peter, who alledged 
the duties of his paſtoral office; recommending to 
the faithful, who were diſqualified by ſex or pro- 
ſeſſion, by age or infirmity, to aid with their 
prayers and alms the perſonal ſervice of their robuſt 
brethren. After the confeſſion and abſolution of 
their ſins, the champions of the croſs were diſmiſs- 
ed with a ſuperfluous admonition to invite their 
countrymen and friends; and their departure to the 
Holy Land was fixed for the feſtival of the Aſſump- 
tion, the fifteenth of Auguſt of the enſuing year. 
That day was anticipated by a thoughtleſs crowd 
of plebeians, who, to the number of 
aboye ſixty thouſand of both ſexes, 
preſſed with clamorous importunity Peter the 
Hermit to lead them to the holy ſepulchre. The 
Hermit, aſſuming the character without the ta- 
lents or authority of a general, impelled or obeyed 
the forward impulſe of his votaries along the 
banks of the Danube and the Rhine. The foot- 
ſteps of Peter were followed by the monk Godeſ- 
cal, whoſe ſermons had ſept away fifteen or twenty 
thouſand peaſants from the villages of Germany. 
The rear was cloſed with two hundreg thouſand 
of the refuſe of the people, who mingled with 
their devotion a brutal licence of rapine, proſti- 
| tution, 
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tution, and runkennefs. Of this motley crew; 


the greater part Kit beneath the fatigues of their 
march, and the accumulated preſſure of hunger 
and thirſt; the remainder, who had endured and 


ſurmounted the difficulties and diſtreſs of their 


long and tedious pilgrimage, had ſcaree refreſhed 
their waſted bodies with the hoſpitable plenty of 
Conſtantinople, before their impatience urged 
them headlong againſt the Turks: Their impru- 
dence betrayed them into the ſnares of the ſultan 
of Nice; and Peter the Hermit, ſeeurely ſheltered 


in the Byzantine court, might lament the fate of 
his imptovident companions, and expect the arrival 


of their more grave and noble brethre. 


Among theſe, the firſt rank, both in war d 
council, was juſtly due to Godfrey of Bouillon, 
who in the hour of victory was elevated to the 
tranſient throne of Jeruſalem. With him were 
joined in the holy enterpriſe, Hugh, count of 
Vermandois, the brother of the king of France; 
and Robert, duke of Normandy, whoſe intrepid 
ſpirit and fickle diſpoſition, equally prompted him 
to embrace an expedition endeared by the proſpect 
of danger and novelty, For the trifligg ſum of 
ten thouſand marks he mortgaged Normandy 
during his abſence to Rufus, who had already de- 


frauded him of the crown of England; and the 


inconſiderable Pittance which he had raiſed at the 
expence | 


sro or ACK or 


erpence of the. ſeanty A of his father's | 


ample territory, was freely dedicated' tothe ſervice 
in which he embarked. But the devout example 
and holy zeal of their brothers, could not kindle 
this flame in the worldly and licentious boſoms of 
William and Philip: The former was diligently 
engaged in extending the terror of his arms, and 
the limits of his dominions, by ſueceſlive expe- 
ditions in Scotland, Wales, and the county of 
Maine; the latter aſſiduouſſy laboured with Ber- 
trade in the purſuit of pleaſure. Bur their hours 

of dalliance , were frequently. interrupted by the 


awful voice of the ſucceſſor of St. Peter; and the 


admonitions of the Roman pontiff were followed 
by the tremendous thunder of papal indignation. 
His lawleſs commerce with the counteſs of Anjou 
demanded. the chaſtiſement of the fpirictal father; 
and the penalties. of excommunication were a third 


time denounced againſt Philip. The profligacy 


of the monarch ſeldom fails to pollute the minds 
of his people ; ; and the powerful vaſſals of 'the 
crown were eager to imitate the amorous conduct 


of their ſovereign, while they inſulted his di dignity 


and contemned his authority. 


The difficulties which embarraſſed the indolent 


and infatuated king, | were in part diſſi- 3 


| pated by the death of Bertha his queen, 1036, 1 100. 


and by the acquieſcence of the count of Anjou. 
Yer 


= 
% 
* 
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Let Folk reluftantly conſented to exchange * 


abandoned woman for the treaſures of ropaky ; 
and the aſcendancy which Bertrade maintained | 


to the laſt over the ſurly mind of that havghty 


chief, may in ſome meaſure impreſs us with 


an idea of her charms, and account for her 


"Influence over the amorous ſoul of Philip. A 


Partial abſolution was by flattery and preſents tar- 


dily obtained from the pope; and the eternal ſe. 


paration from Bertrade was conſtantly = 


3 and as conſtantly elude. 


While Philip: repoſed in the arms of” beau, 
A bis kingdom was doomed by her miſe. | 
wa th aa” es to atone for the vices of the ſove- 


-* 
þ 
> 


| reign. © The Barons once more affected the tone 
of independence, and their private quarrels were 


frequently decided in & field of battle; on each 
fide the indignant chiefs collected their partizans, 
and maintained their excluſive juriſdiction within 


their reſpective territories: The ſcenes of anarchy | 
and civil commotion from which France had been 


reſcued by the prudence of Hugh Capet and his 


: ſucceflors, were again preſented i in every Province. 
But the dignity of the crown, which had been de- 


graded by che follies of the father, was reſtored by 
the virtues of the ſon ; the diſtreſs of Philip 
_ compelled | him to aſſociate | to the throne, Lewis, 


_the eldeſt iſſue of his e uk Bertha: At 
the 


+» 


(Ea 


the early age of twenty years the prince diſplayed | 
2 degree of ptudence which is ſeldom attained, 
even by the experience of mature wiſdom; affa- 
ble, vigilant, and active, he commanded the re- 
ſpect of his people as much by his private quali- 
ties as by his public meaſures. Wich a ſmall but 


well - diſciplined body of troops he continually kept 
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the field, and overcawed the nobles who had diſ-— 
dained the authority of his father. He razed 
their caſtles, redreſſed the injuries of its depen- = 


dants, and compelled them to relinquiſh the lands 
which they had raviſhed from the church. The 
' banks of the Seine and the Loire alternately at- 
teſted his indefatigable promptitude; and the pre- 

ſumption of a haughty nobility was repreſſed and 
chaſtiſed by a cautious, yet enterpriſing prince. 
Early affianced to the daughter of Guy, the count 
of Rochefort, that marriage was oppoſed, and de- 
clared null by the Roman pontiff, Paſcal the Sg... 
cond. The father reſented the facility with which 

Levis acquieſced in the determination of the 
pope; and - encouraged by Thibaud, count of 
Champagne, erected the ſtandard of revolt, plun- 


dered the defenceleſs traders of the country, and 


ſecured his ſpoils in the caſtle of Gournai, * 

But Lewis was not to be inſulted , D. 
vith impunity; with the troops which 1103, 2104 
Ges could- moſt Funny _ he advanced to- 
Von.. | Set Fg - | O a wards : 


\ ; * 


I 
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wards Gournai, paſſed the river at the head of 
his cavalry in perſon, and inveſted the hoſtile 
caſtle. The confederates determined to riſk a 
battle for the preſervation of the fortreſs; and the 
counts of Rochefort and Champagne, at the head 
of their numerous friends, preſſed towards the 
Maine. Lewis having ſecured his camp againſt 
the ſallies of the beſiegers, heſitated not to en- 
counter the ſuperior numbers of his adverſaries. 
His confidence in his own, valour, and that of 
his ſoldiers, was confirmed by a ſignal victory: 
The formidable confederacy was inſtantly diſſolv- 
ed; and Gournai, which had ſurrendered to the 
prince, was transferred by the victor to a en 
family. 
However the abilities of Lewis anight contri- 
bute to his own glory, and to tlie re- 

nes. lief of his father, they ſubjected him 
to the hatred and perſecution of Bertrade; his ge- 
nius and fortune obſtructed the royal hopes of her 
own ſons, whom ſhe ſtill flattered herſelf might, 
"if that prince was removed, ſucceed to the throne. 
The eaſy king was perſuaded to gratify a miſtreſs 
whom he loved, at the expence of a ſon whom he 
muſt have eſteemed ; and to avoid the dangerous 
enmity of his mother-in-law, Lewis obtained per- 
miſſion to viſit England. He was received by 
* _ on the death of his brother William 
5 | a Rufus 


Ap. 
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Rufus had poſſeſſed himſelf of the ſovereignty of 
that iſland, to the excluſion of William of Nor- 
mandy) with every mark of reſpect: Even here, 
if we can credit the teſtimony of concurring hiſ- 
torians, the unabated malice of Bertrade purſued 
him ; and by a letter ſubſcribed with the name 
of Philip, the king of England was requeſted to 
retain his gueſt in confinement, or extinguiſh the 
dread of his return by death. The virtue of 
Henry ſpurned at a propoſal, which inſulted his 
own honour ;- his horror of the crime was diſplayed 
in his tender regard of Lewis; to that prince he 
delivered the letter which contained the fatal 
ſecret. In vain did the injured Lewis demand on 
his return that juſtice to which he was ſo emi- 
nently entitled, both from a father and a ſove- 
reign: Theſe duties were overwhelmed by the 
fatal paſſion for Bertrade ; and the king was con- 
tent with diſowning the ſignature, without en- 
deavouring to diſcover or to puniſh the authors of 
the impoſture. N | | 
But the rage of a Aifippoimed woman was not 

to be checked by ſhame, or controlled . p. 
by the dread of puniſhment : Her 110, 1208: 


former attempt ſufficiently evinced how equal he. --. : 


was to the commiſſion of the moſt glaring crime; 
arid ſhe confided in the partiality of the king to 
ſereen her from the ſword of juſtice, or the reſent- 

02 5 5 ment 
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ment 0 the people: A faithful ſervant of her: 
guilt adminiſtered to her paſſions by the effects of 
poiſon; the baneful potion was ſwallowed by 
Lewis, and the ſtrength of his conſtitution for a 
long time ſeemed overpowered by the violence 
of the noxious draught. . The arts. of medicine 
| were exhauſted in yain, and the ableſt phyſicians 
deſpaired of his life; he was ſaved by the {kill 
of a ſtranger: But theſe re- iterated inſtances of 
implacable averſion had at laft triumphed: over 
his patienee, and he prepared to defend that life 
by arms, which he had in vain endeayoured to 
ſecure by ſubmiſſion and by exile.. Bertrade 
would probably have fallen a victim to the juſt 
vengeance of the injured hero, had ſhe not a- 
verted the danger by the ſame arts as ſhe had ac- 
, quired her dominion over Philip, and maintained 

her aſcendancy over the count of Anjou. Lewis 
was not inſenſible to the tears of repenting beauty; 
he conſented to pardon ; and Bertrade ever after- 
wards affected to declare, with how much ſince- 
rity it is not for us to decide, That he, and he 
alone, deſerved to inherit 185 3 which he 

"3. und preſerved. 5 

„ ſurvived not ng to enjoy * b 
lity eſtabliſhed by this event ; in the forty- ſeventh 
year of his reign, and the fifty- fifth of his age, 
" expired at Melun, EI by his ſubjects, 

„ ' and 
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4 regretted, perhaps, only by Bertrade. 
Let his character, though deficient in © 
virtue, was not deſtitute of endearing qualities; ; 
" courteous, generous, and compaſſionate, thoſe who 
had immediate acceſs to his perſon, forgot in the 
manners of the man the vices of the king. By Ber- 
tha, whoſe peace he ruined and whoſe heart he 
broke, Lewis his ſucceſſor was his only remain- 
ing ſon: Henry died young; and a daughter, 
named Conſtantia, was firſt married to Hugh, 
count of Troyes, and afterwards to Bohemond, 
prince of Antioch. His children by the celebra- 
ted Bertrade were, Philip, count of Mante, whoſe 
eſtates. were confiſcated for rebellion „ and who died 
without iſſue; Florence, who left only a daughter; 
and Cecilia, who was twice married, firſt to Tan- 
cred, prince of Antioch, and next to Pons de 
Toulouſe, count of Pripoli. 2 

Lewis the Sixth, who, from his corpulency in in 
the latter part of his life, was diſtin- 4 5. 
guiſhed by the ſurname of . Groſs, im- 110, 113. 
mediately on the death of his father aſſumed the 
reins of government. A ſchiſm that prevailed i in 
the church of Rheims, induced the king to fix 
| his coronation at Orleans, and to receive his crown 
from the biſhop of that city. But more effectual 
meaſures than an empty ceremony were neceſſary 
to eſtabliſh his authority; and the nobles ſeized 
the f of a new reign, to aſſert again 
„ 3 their 


1108. 
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their pretenſions: Theſe were once more humbled 
in a field of battle; and the impartial ſpirit of 
juſtice which the monarch diſplayed, gradually 
reconciled his ſubjects to his ſway. Let, with the 
' lofty title of king of France, his domain ſcarce 
equalled that of the duke of Burgundy ; and the 
territory which more immediately owned him as 
ſovereign, was confined to Paris, Orleans, Eſ- 
tampes, Compeigne, Melun, Bourges, and-a few 
one places too inconſiderable to be named. 
op am diſaffected barons had been privately ſup- 
ported by Henry of England, whoſe 
un 11 compaſſion for the prince was loſt in 
his jealouſy of the king. But no ſooner had 
Lewis triumphed over the mal- contents than he 
directed his attention towards Normandy; Gi- 
ſors on the Epte was the object of contention 
between the two kings. Lewis demanded that the 
fortifications ſhould be razed, which Henry, with- 
cout refuſing, continually eluded. Their diſcon- 
tents at length broke out in open hoſtilities, and 
the monarchs, in perſon, oppoſed each other in the 
field. Before the armies joined, Lewis in vain 
| propoſed an accommodation; and his propoſal to 
decide the diſpute by ſingle combat, was equaily 
rejected by Henry, who anſwered with a ſmile, 
e that if victorious, he could but keep a place which 
15 * he _ PRs 3 en fighting; and that 
77% thy 


— 
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« the king of F rance hazarded his life indeed to 
« attain an important acquiſition, while his own 
« would be ftaked againſt nothing. In the event 


ol the day, Henry might frequently repent of a re- 


ply more prudent than gallant ; and the forces of 
Normandy were compelled to fly before thoſe of 
France. Yet the victor and the vanquiſhed ahike 


| inclined to peace; and the homage of William, 


the only ſon of Henry, was accepted by Lewis 
for the duchy of Normandy, in the place of that 


of his father, who conſtantly refuſed to proſtitute 


the dignity of his crown by the ſervile ceremony. 


he nobles of France had ſupported Lewis 


in his war with Henry, of whoſe poſſeſſions in 


Normandy they were equally jealous. The con- 


cluſion of peace was the fignal"again of revolt; 
and the life of the king in ſucceſſive battles, was 
expoſed with various ſucceſs. The cauſe of the 
count of Champagne was embraced by the king 
of England; and the count 6f Anjou, the ſon of 


Fulk and Bertrade, renounced his homage to 
Henry, and joined the ſtandard of France: But 
the French, in a deciſive battle, were doomed to 


experience the reverſe. of fortune. The victori- 
ous Normans were commanded by the count of 


Blois; and the count of Flanders, gallantly fight- 
ing in the cauſe of his ſovereign, was nn 


_ his horſe and trampled to death, Yet the 
a 9 % 2; * 


\ 
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diſputes of the two monarchs were again adjuſted 
at Giſors; but the terms were 'preſcribed by 
Henry, and were ſubmitted to with reluctance by 
Lewis ; who beheld his confederates, the count of 
Anjou, and the count of Brittany, yield homage 
to the conqueror for their reſpective countries of 
Maine and Brittany. The influence of Heary 

was further augmented by the marriage of one of 
bis daughters to Conan, the ſon of the duke of 
Britanny; his other daughter was already married 
to Henry the Fifth, of Germany; and his ſon 
William now eſpouſed the daughter and heireſs of 
the count of Anjou. 


The king of France, equally . of ex- 
A p. | tending his connections and providing 


4 1115,1119. for the ſucceſſion of the crown, de- 


manded and obtained the hand of Adelaide, the 
daughter of the count of Savoy. The amiable 
qualities of that princeſs, endeared her to the no- 
bility,” and her good ſenſe and diſcretion contri- 
buted to ſmooth the rugged paths which Lewis, 
throughout his reign, was. condemned to tread, 
The ſucceſs of Henry Ril rankled in the boſom 
of that monarch, and he impatiently waited a 
favourable opportunity to retrieve his glory, 
and re- eſtabliſn his authority. With pleaſure 
he liſtened to the ſuppliant voice, of a young 
prince, who, having in vain attempted to arouſe 
the compaſſion of other monarchs, fought ſhelter 
. 
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and ſupport in the court of France. This prince 
was William, the ſon of Robert of Normandy, . 
and grandſon of the conqueror; whoſe filial piety 
implored the humanity of Lewis to procure | 
the liberty of his father, a priſoner to his brother 
Henry. The king of France heſitated not long 
in granting a requeſt, recommended by the power- 


ful motives of pity and intereſt. He adviſed | 


William to engage the inclinations of the nobles 
of Normandy, and particularly to attach 10 his 
cauſe the counts of Flanders and Anjou. The 
negociations of the young prince were ſucceſsful; | 
and Lewis, apprized of the ſentiments and pre- 
parations 'of the confederates, demanded of the 
king of England the liberty of his brother Ro- 
bert. A peremptory refuſal was the ſignal of re- 
volt to the Norman chieftains; the indignant 
people haſtened to proclaim William their duke, 
and crowded to his ſtandard ; the counts of 
Flanders and Anjou advanced with a formidable 
army to the gates of Rouen; and the mind of 
Henry, aſtoniſhed at the defection of Normandy, . 
was ſurprized and embarraſſed by the dread of do- 
meſtic conſpiracy. 

Yet amidſt the dangers which on every vide 
preſented themſelves, amidſt ſecret diſaffection 
and open rebellion, the intrigues of his own ſub- 
wn and the invaſion of his foreign enemies, the 
| ng : 
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king of England diſplayed: that fortitude which 
ever diſtinguiſhed his character. Inſtead of con- 
deſcending to ſolicit an ignominious peace, he 
diſputed every inch of the ground with unabated 
vigour; his arms were ſeconded by his intrigues; 


dy a liberal diſtribution of his treaſures, he de- 


tached the count of Anjou from the party of the 
confederates ;' in a bloody action, the count of 
Flanders ſhared the fate of his father, and mor- 
| rally wounded in the face, ſoon after expired. 
Alain, duke of Brittany, ruſhed to the aſſiſtance 
of the king of England; and the youthful William 
had the double mortification of beholding his 
enemies encreaſed, and- his friends diminiſhed, 
The forces of France were ſtill entire, and Lewis 
was not inclined readily to abandon an enterpriſe, 
in which his honour and his intereſt were ſo deeply 
7 engaged. As he advanced, in hopes of ſurpriſ- 
ing Nojon, he himſelf was unexpectedly en- 
countered by the Engliſh army, in the plains of 
Brenneville ; his van-guard, commanded by Wil- 
liam, aſtoniſhed yet undaunted, and animated by 
the ſpirit of the gallant youth who led them, 
charged with reſiſtleſs fury; the Engliſh troops 
who oppoſed them, were broken by their impe- 
tuous valour; for a moment, Henry deſpaired 
of his crown and life; ſtruck to the ground by 
the arm of a Numer warrior, he yet roſe with 
| redoubled 


* 
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redoubled ſtrength; and levelled at his feet his 
daring adverſary. His perſevering courage re- 
ſtored order to his troops, and encreaſed the con- 
fuſion of his enemies, already ſcattered by the 
hunger of ſpoil, and by the raſh impatience of 
their king. The fortune of the day was changed 
by the indiſcretion of the. leader and the avarice 
of his followers ; and Lewis was glad to exchange 
his proud hopes of victory for the ſecurity of 
flight: On foot he eſcaped with difficulty to the 
friendly and neighbouring walls of Andeli; and 
relinquiſhed to his rival the glory of a field, of 
which he * been defrauded by his own raſh- 
neſs, 
The French army had onited late 
the walls of Andeli; but the ſtrength | 
of the confederates was impaired by the defection 
of the count of Anjou and the death of the 
count of Flanders. The proffered mediation of 
the Roman pontiff was gladly accepted; and 
Henry, after gloriouſly concluding a war which 
threatened to ſubvert his throne, dictated the 
terms of peace, and repaſſed the feas, to repoſe 
after his fatigues, and diſplay his triumph in 
England. But the exultation of victory was ſoon 
overwhelmed by a calamity, as ſevere as it was 
unexpected. He had leſt behind him his ſon Wil- 
ham, the heir of his crown and virtues, to receivs | 
the 


A.D. 1120s 
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the homage of the Norman nobles. The veſſel 
in which the young prince embarked to rejoin his 
father, was, through the negligence of the Pilot, 

wrecked + near Barfleur, on the coaſt of Norman- 

dy; and William, with Richard, a natural fon of 

Henry, and a train of gallant nobles, fatally pe- 

riſhed, In the midſt of public diſtreſs, Henry 

had diſplayed the undaunted reſolution which be- 

came a hero and a king: In this private and 

irreparable los, the feelings of a father were 

E” | equally conſpicuous; and from the moment that 

| he received the fatal intelligence, his countenance 

invariably acknowledged the ſettled e —_ 


oppreſſed his ſoul, 
J's The haves: of William of Monday 
zes 1123. 


vVere revived by ; the fate of the ſon of 
Henry; and the nobility of that country were 
| ready to receive with open arms, a prince whom 
1 they now. conſidered as the laſt. repreſentative of 
their ancient dukes, The treaſures of France were 
FE 1. by the policy of Lewis, devoted to his ſervice; 
0 and the count of Anjou beſtowed; on him. his ſe- 
cond daughter Sybilla, with the county of Maine: 
His eldeſt had proved barren in the embraces 
of the Engliſh prince; and the premature death 
of her conſort, diſſolved the alliance which Fulk 
had contracted with the king of England. That 
Pe was awakened from the e of grief 
#3 by 
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by the tremendous ſound of war; and the power- 
ful confederates were ſoon admoniſhed by the 
negociations of a ſtateſman and the enterpriſing - 
ſpirit of a warrior, that affliction had not enfee- , 
bled his mind, or cooled his ardour. He had 
' raiſed to the throne of England, as his ſecond © 
wife, the niece of pope Callixtus the Second: The 
Roman pontiff, under the pretence of conſan- 
guinity, declared void the marriage between Wil- 
liam and Sybilla; and that unfortunate prince was 
compelled to abandon, with his wife, the pro- 
vince of Maine. His expectation in Normandy 
proved equally fallacious; the conſpirators, be- 
fore they could aſſemble their adherents, were ſur- 
priſed by the arrival, and reduced by the activity 
of Henry, whoſe voice excited the emperor of 
Germany to arms, and menaced F rance with the 
terrors of foreign invaſion. | | 

In the tempeſt which threatened to overturn 


his - throne, the internal reſources of Me 
Lewis were diſplayed. The vaſſals © 
of the crown crowded to his ſtandard; and the 
celebrated Orifame, the banner of St. Denys, was 
firſt unfurled on this memorable occaſion. The 
German emperor was compelled to retire before 
an army of; two hundred thouſand men, confident 
in their numbers and zealous in the ſervice of 
their country; but when Lewis would have led 

DN | this 
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this fortnidable hoſt to encounter -the king of ” 
England, and to eſtabliſh the fon of Robert in 
the duchy of Normandy, his flattering hopes of 
conqueſt were diffipated by the anſwer of the 
zealous barons. They prudently diſtinguiſhed be- 
tween the cauſe of the kingdom and the king; 
and declared they would not contribute to oppreſs 
the king of England, whoſe poſſeſſion of Nor- 
mandy they regarded as neceſſary to the mainte- 
nance of their own ſecurity. The death 'of the 
emperor 'of Germany on the part of Henry, 
the invincible averſion of his nobles, ſuſpicious of 
his intentions, on the ſide of Lewis, diſpoſed the 
two monarchs mutually to a peace, which they 
nominally kept, and conftantly Meme in on 
cauſe of their vaſſals and allies. 


Charles of Denmark had ſucceeded bis couſin. 
A. D. Baldwin, who periſhed in an action 


#144, 1138. with the Bretons before Eu, in the 
principality of Flanders. Charles fell a victim to 
the diſcontents of his ſubje&s, and was himſelf 


aſſaſſinated at Bruges. The vacant country was 


claimed by Baldwin, earl of Mons; and Thierri, 
count of Alſace : The king of France was deter- 
mined to beſtow it on the ſon of Robert of Nor- 
mandy; and the king of England prepared to 
ſupport the pretenſions of the count of Alſace. 

To ſecure the neutrality of the count of Anjou, 
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be married hl 8 Maude, the fun of 
Henry the Fifth, of Germany, to Geoffrey Plan- 
tagenet, the ſon of that nobleman, and perſuaded 
the count himſelf to embark. for the Holy. Land, 
to receive the crown of Jeruſalem. Thus ſecure 
from any interruption. 'on that ſide, he excited the 
earl of Champagne to arm in the cauſe of Thi- 
erri: The rival princes encountered each other 
near Alort; the valour of the Norman tri- 
umphed over his adverſary; but even in the 
moment of victory his adverſe genius prevailed. 
In the action he was wounded in the hand; a mor- 
tification terminated a life invariably unfortu- 
nate; and the death of William was attended with 
the ſubmiſſion of Flanders, which conſented to 
acknowledge the authority of the count of Alſace. 
The domeſtic: misfortunes of Henry had em- 
bittered the happineſs of his life; and 3 
Lewis, in his turn, was alſo doomed to . 
taſte of the cup of affliction. He had ſcarce aſſo- 
ciated his eldeſt ſon Philip to the throne, before 
he was ſummoned to weep over his tomb: A fall 
from his horſe proved fatal to the young prince; 
and the favourable expectations of a future reign, 
which had been raiſed by his early virtues, were 
| blaſted by his premature death. The loſs of Phi- 
lip was followed by the coronation of Lewis, who 
at the age of twelve years received the crown 
Tn. | | from 
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from the hands of pope Innocent the Secend, 

The ſudden manner in which this ceremony was | 
performed, , is_accounted for by the cabals of the 
nobles, impatient of the king's - rigorous admi- 
niſtration and rigid virtue, and even deſirous of 
transferring the ſceptre to another family. 

Yet the benefits reſulting. from an inflexible ad- 
A p. herence to juſtice, and an invariable 
1130, 1137. zeal for the laws, could not fail at 
length to reconcile his ſubjects to the auſtere in- 
tegrity of their ſovereign. The great vaſſals of 
the crown, convinced that the views of Lewis were 
honourable, were induced to place that confidence. 
in him which they had hitherto withheld from 
his predeceſlors; even Thibaud, count of Cham- 

pagne, relinquiſhed his connections with Henry, 


and attached himſelf to the king of France with 


a fidelity which nothing could ſhake. In the en- 
Joyment of that tranquillity which he had ſo long 
deſired and ſo lately attained, the health of Lewis 
viſibly declined, and his life was threatened by 


the exceſſive corpulency from which he had de- 
rived the ſurname of Groſs. In hourly expectation 


of his diſſolution, he drew his ring from his finger, 
and as he delivered it to his ſon, conjured him to 
recolle&, that the ſovereign power with which it 
inveſted him, was a public truſt devolved on him 


by * and for the in of which, he 
: muſt 
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muſt be accountable in a future ſtate. Some fa- 
yourable ſymptoms of returning health were re- 
ceived by the univerſal acclamations of the peo- 
ple; and before his death he had the ſatisfaction of 
begholding his ſon united to Eleanor, the daughter 

and heireſs of the duke of Guienne and Aqui- 
' tain, The marriage was celebrated at Bourdeaux, 
and the young princeſs was ſolemnly crowned 
queen of France. But the king himſelf had 
ſcarce time. to embrace his daughter-in-law, be- 
fore he ſunk beneath the preſſure of diſeaſe, and 

expired at Paris, in the thirtieth year of his reign 
and the ſixtieth year of his age. His character 
has been deſcribed in a few words, more favour- 
able to his private than his public qualities: He 
might have made a better king, he could not 
prove a better man. 
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ACCESSION oF LEWIS THE SEVENTH, SURNAMED THE. 
 YOUNG.——CHARACTERS OF HIS MINISTERS, sr. 
BERNARD AND SUGER,—AT THE INSTIGATION 

or TRE FORMER, HE ASSUMES THE CROSS, AND 

* MARCHES TO THE RELIEF OF THE HOLY LAND,— 

"BIS DEFEAT AND RETURN.,—HE. DIVORCES HIS 

'. WIFE ELEANOR.—HIS WARS WITH HENRY THE | 

' SECOND, KING OF ENGLAND,——CHARACTER AND 

' "DEATH OF THOMAS BECKETT, ARCHBISHOP OF 
CANTERBURY.——DEATH_ OF LEWIS THE SEVENTH. | 


mo >. Lewis the Seventh, although at 

the demiſe of his father but eighteen 
years old, and who retained the ſurname of Young 
even in the more mature period of age, aſfumed 
the reins of government. The affections of the 
nobility had been conciliated, or their arrogance 
humbled, by the addreſs or arms of his predeceſſor; 


but the vigour and wiſdom which had awed or in- 


fluenced them were no more; and the acceſſion of 


an inexpericnced youth flattered their turbulent 


* 


expectations 
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expectations with an æra of licenſe and anarchy. 
To repreſs their exceſſes, the king retired to Or- 
| leans and prepared to aſſemble his forces; but even 
the Commons, who had invariably ſupported the 
authority of his father, oppoſed with ſeditious cla- 
mours his decrees, and were appeaſed with danger | 
and difficulty. Amidſt a ſcene of revolt and diſ- 
affection, the king remained firm and undaunted; 
and the diſcontented barons were rather intimi- 
dated by the fortitude he vage than h 
by the troops he had collectee. 

Whatever calamities menaced France from her 
internal diſſentions, the delicate ſituation of affairs 
in England delivered her from the dread of an in- 
veterate and formidable enemy. On the death of 
Henry the Firſt, his vacant throne was occupied 
by Stephen, count of Boulogne, the brother of 
Thibaud, count of Champagne, and nephew of 
the deceaſed monarch, The Engliſh had pre- 
ferred the martial ſpirit of a popular general to the 
unſteady counſels of a capricious woman, and the 
feeble name of an infant. Matilda, and her ſon 
Henry Plantagenet, the daughter and grandſon of 
Henry the Firſt, in vain urged their pretenſions ; | 
they were compelled to yield to the headlong 

rage of the torrent, and to ſhelter themſelves in 
Anjou. 

Normandy, long * to England, ſubmitted 
EW; to 
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A. D. to her influence, and acknowledged the 

. 1140, 1144+ authority of Stephen. His ſon Eu. 

ſtace, as the repreſentative of his father, diſcharged 

in perſon the homage due to the crown of France, 
and received the hand of Conſtance, the ſiſter of 
the king. But this alliance could not reſtrain the 
turbulent diſpoſition of Thibaud, count of Cham- 
pagne, and uncle of Euſtace, The. Chapter of 

Bourges had elected, without waiting the appro- 
bation of their ſovereign, Pierre de le Chatre to 
; the vacant archiepiſcopal ſee. The indignant mo- 
 , pnarch; determined to vindicate his inſulted au- 
{| thority, commanded the Chapter to proceed to a 
1 new election; but the clergy firmly maintained 
. their choice. The Roman pontiff eſpouſed the 
cauſe of Pierre de le Chatre ; and he himſelf, 
protected by the count of Champagne, to whoſe 
court he had eſcaped, launched the thunders of ec- 
cleſiaſtical vengeance againſt that part of the royal 
domain which was compriſed within the limits of 
his archbiſhoprick. The brand of diſcord was 
kindled by this haſty ſpark ; and the flame was 
fed by another incident which equally diſplayed 
the dangerous and encroaching ſpirit of the court 
of Rome, nouriſhed the arrogance of the count 
of Champagne, and PTY the reſentment of 

the king of E rance. 


" Rudolph, 
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Rodolph, count of Vermandois, whoſe perſonal 
merit was rendered ſtill more conſpicuous by his 
illuſtrious birth, and who had ſucceſſively preſided 
over the councils of Lewis and his father, had di- 
vorced from his bed, on the common and conve- 
nient pretence of conſanguinity, his wife, the near 
relation of the count of Champagne ; and. had 
eſpouſed Petronilla, the daughter of the late duke 
of Aquitain, and the younger ſiſter of the queen 


of France. The mind of Thibauld was deeply - 


wounded by the indignity offered to his family ; 
the Roman pontiff readily embraced the cauſe of 
the protector of Pierre de le Chatre ; he declared 
the marriage of Petronilla void, and denounced 
the penalty of excommunication againſt Rodolph, - 
unleſs he recalled to his bed his wife, whom he had 
divorced. But Lewis, doubly intereſted in the. 
fate of his kinſman, was not to be diſmayed by. 
the terrors of ſpiritual cenſure; with a formid- 
able army he entered the territories of Thibaud, 
and compelled that haughty prince to ſue for 
peace: As the means of obtaining it, he promiſed 
to intercede with the pope to revoke the excom- 
munication of the count of Vermandois, and 
the interdict which Pierre de le Chatre had 
pronounced againſt the royal domain in the arch- 
biſhoprick of Bourges. Yet the king had ſcarce 
retired within his own dominions before he was 


_— 
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again aſſailed by the hoſtile weapons of the apoſto. 
lical. chair; and enraged at the deceit of Thibaud, 
the ſincerity of whoſe ſubmiſſion he juſtly ſuſ. 


pected, he determined to avenge on the miſerable 
inhabitants of Champagne, the perfidy of their 


reſtleſs prince. The country on every ſide was 
blaſted at his approach; and the tempeſt of his 


indignation burſt with accumylated violence on 


the town of Viri: The waters of the Maine were 
ſtained with the blood of a wretched and defence- 
leſs people; and thirteen hundred perſons are re- 
ported to have periſhed in ne Baines which con- 
ſumed the church of Vitri. 

The emotions of rage and da had at 
firſt oecupied the ſoul of Lewis: To 
theſe ſucceeded compaſſion and repent- 
ance; and the monarch turned with horror from 


A. p. 1546. 


the ſanguinary ſcene, the conſequence of his own 
unbridled paſſions. He reconciled himſelf to the 


count of Champagne; he acknowledged Pierre 
as the archbiſhop of Bourges; and, conſiſtent with 
the devotion of a ſuperſtitious age, he determined 
to merit the abſolution of his crime by the aſſump- 
tton of the holy croſs. Two miniſters at that 
time divided the confidence, and ruled with equal 
influence, but different counſels, the mind of 
Lewis; the veneration for each was encreaſed 
by the ſanctity of their mutual profeſſion; 
n f C | "and 
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and born and educated. in the cloyſter, their abi- 
lities were transferred to the palace and the throne, 
Both poſſeſſed the ſingular qualities of unfeigned a 
piety and unſhaken integrity. Suger, abbot of 
St. Denys, mean in his birth and meaner in his 
perſon, diſplayed. a comprehenſive judgment free 
from the cloyds .of enthuſiaſm, and regarded the 
political horizon. with the eye of a penetrating 
ſtateſman ; he carneſtly admoniſhed Lewis to be 
| fatisfied with the more ' prudent contributions of 
men and money; and by his preſence at home to 
ſecure the tranquillity of his hereditary domi- 
nions. His moderate exhortations were over- 
whelmed by the torrent of his rival's eloquence, | 
and his ſagacity was ineffectually exerciſed in 
foretelling the evils which he was not permitted to . 


avert, The fatal triumph was due to the fervid zeal, 
the vehement tone and geſtures of Bernard, abbot 
of Clairvaux, in the county of Champagne: De 
ſcended from a n noble family of Burgundy, he had 
buried himſelf, at the pleaſurcable age of twenty» 
three, in the auſtere ſolitude of monaſtic retire- 
ment; but his virtues were not to be concealed 
within the walls of his convent, and the holy ap- 
| pellation of faint, was an honourable teſtimony to 
the blame leſs tenor of his life. In ſpeech, in 
writing, and i in action, he ſtood high above his 
rivals and contemporaries; his fame was enhances 
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by ls ficafaſt refulid of aut exctadiatical ignites; | 
he was conſulted as the oracle of Europe ; and 


princes and pontiffs trembled at the freedom of 
his apoſtolical cenſures. His glowing colours de- 


pictured the meritorious piety, the eternal rewards 


which attended the holy warfare ; and the flame 


of fanaticiſm which he kindled in the boſom of 


the king, was only to be extinguiſhed by the 


blood of the infidels. His victory over Lewis 
was followed by the more difficult conqueſt of 
Conrad, emperor of Germany, and of Frederick 


duke of Swabia, his nephew and ſucceſſor ; and at 


the pathetic voice of St. Bernard, profuſe of ſuc- 
ceſs and divine favour, . the myriads of Europe 
were again arouſed to the defence of the holy 
ſepulchre. 

In the parliament of Vezelay, Lewis the Seventh 
with his queen and nobles, received 
their croſſes from the hand of the ab- 
bot of Clairvaux. The diſtreſs of Paleſtine de- 
manded the immediate preſence of the deyout 


warriors ; and the falling fortunes of the Latins, 


could only be propped by the immenſe prepara- 
tions for the ſecond cruſade. The city of Edeſſa 


had been recovered from the Chriſtians by the 


valour of Zenghi, a Turkiſh chief, who ruled 


with independent authority the Afiatic kingdoms 
of Moſul and Aleppo; and the conqueſt which 


3 i had 
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had been atchieved by the father, was protected 
by the fame and fortune of his ſon. The name 
of Noureddin, the Zight, ſtill gleams through the 
darkneſs of Aſiatic hiſtory ; and its meridian glory 
| eclipſed the faint luſtre of the unworthy ſucceſſors . 
of Godfrey. The throne of Jeruſalem was then 
occupied by the inexperienced youth of Baldwin 
the Third, and his tender years were protected 
by the counſels of his mother Meliſenda; while 
_ the principalities of Antioch and Tripoli obeyed 
the authority of the two W of Poitiers 
and Toulouſe. | 

The forces which aſſembled under the ſtandard 
of the king of France, have been com- 
puted at the almoſt incredible number of 
ſeventy thouſand cavalry and one hundred thouſand - 


A. D. 1147. 


infantry. The reins of government were, during : 


his abſence, entruſted to Rodolph, count of Ver- 
mandois, and to Suger, abbot of St. Denys, whoſe 
counſels he had rejected, but whoſe prudence and 
judgment he eſteemed. At the head of this un- 
wieldy hoſt; Lewis traverſed ſucceſsfully the Plains 
of Hungary, and encamped under the walls of 
Conſtantinople. In the interview with Manuel 
Comnenus, the ſeat of the French monarch was 
a low ſtool, before the throne of the emperor of 


| the Eaſt; but Lewis ſoon after aſſerted his op- 


preſſed dienity; ; and when he had tranſported his 
army 
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of a ſecond conference, unleſs his brother would 
meet him on equal terms, either on the ſea or 


land. F rom the ſhores of the Boſphorus, Levis 


advanced through a country inhabited by profeſſed 


friends. and ſecret enemies. The Greeks beheld 
with terror the innumerable ſwarms which had 


poured from the weſt ; and. the gates of the Cities, 


both of Europe and Aſia, were cloſely barred 


againſt the cruſaders. The ſcanty pittance of food 


was let down i in baſkets from the walls; the paſſes 
were fortified, the bridges broken down, and the 


ſtragglers pillaged and murdered. The impetuous 
paſſions of Manuel Comnenus had been arouſed 


by the numbers. and martial ſoirit of the pilgrims 


of the Weſt, who violated the majeſty, and en- 


duangered the ſafety of the empire; and the prince 


and the people eombined to diſcourage the formid- 


able emigration of their Chriſtian brethren by every 
[ores of -injury and oppreſſion, | 


The emulation of the Germans ba N 


| Le to preſs forward to the ſcene of action; the 


lingering ſteps of the French had been-retarded by 
jealouſy ; their junction might have commanded 


| ſucceſs, their diviſion enſured defeat. At Nice, 


Lewis met Conrad, his rival in the pious warfare, 
returning wounded from a glorious but unfortu- 


nate e o on the banks of the Mæander, and 


reduced | 


- 


BIS TrORVY OF FRANCE: . 219 


reduced to exchange the proud dream of conqueſt 
for a ſecure paſſage to Paleſtine by Sea, in ſome 
veſſels which he borrowed from the Greeks. . Vet 
the misfortunes of the Germans ſerved not to 
abate the ſwelling hopes of the Franks; and Lewis, 
without experience or caution, advanced through 
the ſame country to a ſimilar fate. The van- 
guard, with the Oriflame of St. Denys, had 
ruſhed forward with inconſiderate ſpeed ; and the 
king, who commanded the rear, when he arrived 
in the evening camp, could no longer diſcern his 
companions through the gloom of the night. In- 
ſtead of the friendly voices of their countrymen, 
the French were aſtoniſhed and diſmayed by the 
diſſonant and hoſtile ſhouts of the Turks: Their 
terror and diſorder were encreaſed by the dark- 
neſs which involved them; and they were encom- 
paſſed and overwhelmed by the innumerable hoſt 
of the infidels, The king himſelf had diſplayed 
his valour in the foremoſt ranks, and owed his 
ſafety to the darkneſs of the night and the prow- 
eſs of his own arm. In the general diſcomfiture 
he had climbed up a tree, and on the dawn of 
day he eſcaped alive, but almoſt alone, to the 
camp of the van- guard. The condition of this 
part of the army could afford to Lewis but little 
conſolation; the minds of the ſoldiers were de- 


preſſed by the irreparable loſs of their compa- 
N | nions; 


1 


. 
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nions; the ſame fate ſeemed to impend over 


them; their fainting ſteps were | purſued by the 
ferocious myriads of the Turks, inflamed by vic- 
tory and inſatiate of blood: Their fears were aug- 
mented by their ignorance of the country; and the 


majority of the guides, which they had brought 


from Laodicea, had periſhed in the late diſaſter. 
ous action. After a march, memorable for every 
ſpecies of diſtreſs, they beheld with tranſport the 
welcome towers of Salia, and haſtened to ſhel- 
ter themſelves within the friendly walls. The 
fight of the ocean relieved them from the dread 
of future dangers by land; and I.ewis was con- 
tent to embark in that ſea-port, the wretched 
remnant of his hoſt that could be ſupplied with 
veſſels, and direct his courſe for Antioch. He 
was received with open arms by Raymond of 


Poictiers, who ruled that principality with inde- 


pendent authority: But to public calamity ſuc- 
ceeded.the pang of domeſtic miſery; and it could 


not be concealed from the eye of a tender huſ- 


band, that the fidelity of his queen Eleanor had 

been facrificed to repay the lar of TP 
mond. 

From as ſcene of his ilar Lewis, accom- 

panied by his reluctant queen, hoiſted 

AD. 2145. fail for Jeruſalem, and rejoined in the 


facred city the former rival of his glory, the 
preſent 
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preſent partner of his diſtreſs. Yet the ardour 
of the emperor and the king was not totally ex- 
_ tinguiſhed ; their zeal was revived by the ſight of 
the holy ſepulchre; and with the ſhattered re- 
mains of their forces and the troops of Baldwin 
the Third, king of Jeruſalem, they determined to 
form the ſiege of Damaſcus, Strong in itſelf, 
and in the valour and number of its garriſon, the 
city was ſtill more effectually protected by the 
arts of corruption, and the mutual jealouſies of 
the beſiegers. The chriſtians of the eaſt liſ- 
tened with diſguſt to the rumour, that Damaſcus, 
when taken, would be the reward of the count 
of Flanders; Their envy induced them to betray 
the cauſe in which they had embarked; the con- 
voys were ſurpriſed; the works were inſulted 
and Conrad and Lewis were at length compelled - 
to relinquiſh the hopeleſs enterpriſe, and with 
the perſonal fame of piety and courage they prepa- 
red to return to Europe. From a port in Syria, 
the king of France ſteered towards Calabria; 
but his feeble ſquadron was oppreſſed by the nu- 
merous fleets of the Greeks; and the monarch 
himſelf was perhaps reſcued from captivity by 
the accidental encounter of the naval forces of 
Sicily, commanded by their celebrated Admiral 
George. From Calabria, directing his footſteps _ 
to Rome, after a n conference with the 
Roman 
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pontiff, Eugenius the Third, and lamenting the 
diſgrace of the Chriſtian arms, he arrived in his 
own capital, from which he had been ſo fatally de- 
luded by the viſionary proſpect of Aſiatic con- 
The frantic zeal of Lewis had deeply wounded 
the internal ftrength and proſperity of his king- 


* 


dom; while he wandered with a fanatic crowd 


over the plains of Aſia, in purſuit of a phantom 
which only lured him to deſtruction, the abſence 
of the numbers who followed his devious foot- 
ſteps were ſenſibly felt and lamented in France. 
The plough-ſhare of the huſbandman had been 
exchanged for the ſword; and in every province 
the lands preſented a dreary waſte ; the caſtles 
and buildings a pile of ruins; and the wailing 
voice of the widow and the orphan was inceſſunt- 
ly heard. The return of the monarch, inſtead of 


- being adorned with the ſpoils of Aſia, was accom- 


panied by ſhame and diſappointment ; and the in- 
numerable hoſt he had led forth, was dwindled to 


a & lender train of martial followers. Yet he was 
received by the loud and heart-felt acclamations 


of his people; and the misfortunes of his enter- 
priſe were loſt in the moment of tranſport. Far 
different was the forlorn ſituation of St. Bernard; 
his own prudence, and the example of Peter the 
Hermit, had induced him to reje& the command 
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of the armies which had been 5 proffered to him; 
within the walls of his convent he had anxiouſly 
awaited the effects of the enthufiaſm which he had 
kindled, and the event of the predictions which he 
had hazarded; all was gloomy and hopeleſs, and 
the ſucceſſive tidings from Paleſtine, alarmed, 
| aſtoniſhed, - and overwhelmed the unfortunate 
abbot. By the voice of an indignant people, he 
was loudly accuſed as a falſe prophet, the author 
of the public and private mourning ; his enemies 
exulted, his friends bluſhed, and his apology was 
| flow and unſatisfactory. In vain he urged the im- 
| plicit obedience which was due to the commands | 
of the pope; in vain he accuſed the failings and 
vices of the pilgrims, as the ſource of their own 
misfortunes, His predictions had been bold and 
unqualified; the devout adventurers had been 
allured by the promiſe that they ſhould ſatiate 
- _ their thirſt of ſpoil and conqueſt: The cup that 
was preſented to them was filled with the bitter 
ingredients of defeat and diſtreſs; and the Orien- 
tals, who confided in the Koran, had triumph- 
ed over the Chriſtians of the weſt, with whoſe 
names and military forces ey had been ſo often 
threatened. 

But if the clamours of France might ſo juſtly 
accuſe the blind confidence of one eccleſiaſtic, 


the tribute of * praiſe and applauſe was 
| with 


| were detected, his ambitious ſchemes were baffled 
by the vigilance and firmneſs of Suger; and the 


pretenſions of the empreſs Matilda, who aſpired 


king of France, had preceded the return of that 
monarch; and envious of his ſuperior dignity, and 


figned to him the royal authority, pure and undi- 
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with equal propriety paid to another. Suger, 
abbot of St. Denys, had in vain endeavoured to 
divert his ſovereign from an enterpriſe more glo- 
rious than prudent z and without aſſuming the pre- 
tenſions of prophetic inſpiration, he had rend 
the miſeries which naturally might be expected 
from the thoughtleſs and precipitate under- 
taking. His counſels could not preſerve the in- 
conſiderate multitude from the fate which awaited 
them in Paleſtine; but his care and wiſdom alle- 
viated the diſtreſs of the kingdom entruſted to 
his guidance, and deſerted by her ſovereign, her 
nobility, and great part of her inhabitants, That 
kingdom he preſerved in peace, while her rival 
ſiſter, England, was afflicted by the impetuous 
paſſions of Stephen who filled the throne, and the. 


to it. The count of Dreux, the brother of the 


impatient to wreſt from his royal hand the ſceptre, 
bad artfully ſcattered through the land the rumours 
of royal imprudence and incapacity. His intrigues 


abbot of St. Denys, on the arrival of Lewis, re- 


\ 


miniſhed, 


The 
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The tempeſt of civil war, which agitated Eng- 
land and was felt through Normandy, firſt at- 
tracted the attention of Lewis; and his ſupport 
was claimed by and allowed to Stephen, whoſe 
ſon Euſtace had yielded him homage for the 
duchy of Normandy, and had married his ſiſter 
Conſtance, But his thoughts were ſoon after en- 
tirely engroſſed by a care of a more domeſtic na- 
tüte: The levity of his wife Eleanor, and her 
ſuſpicious partiality for her uncle Raymond, prince. 
of Antioch, were deeply engraven on his mind, 
The wiſe admonitions of the abbot of St, Denys 
were again diſregarded ; and he determined to di- 
| vorce from his bed, a licentious female, whoſe 
fidelity to it he more than doubted. With Elea- 
nor, he reſtored her ample inheritance, the fertile 
and important counties of Guienne and Poitou; 
and the facility with which he parted from theſe 
wealthy provinees, has for ever annexed to him the 
ſurname of Young. The princeſs herſelf fulfilled - 
the prediction of Suger, and threw herſelf, with 
| her valuable poſſeſſions, into the arms of Henry 
Plantagenet, the ſon of the empreſs. Matilda; ; 
while Lewis endeavoured to conſole himſelf for her 
loſs with the charms of Conſtance, the daughter 
of Alphonſo, the king of Caſtile, whom he im- 
mediately afterwards eſpouſed. | 


The arms and intrigues of Henry had already 
vol. 1. . n 
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pervaded the duchy of Normandy ; the cities had 


opened their gates, and received him as their 
prince; and with Guienne and Poitou, the fruits 
of his marriage with Eleanor, his poſſeſſions in 


France were at leaſt equal to thoſe of Lewis. The 
character of that prince began already to unfold | 
itſelf; bold, penetrating and ambitious, the. meri- 
dian blaze of manhood was uſhered in by the 
dawning luſtre of his youth. To balance the in- 
fluence he had attained, and the dominion he had 
acquired, the French monarch ſtill more cloſely 
connected himſelf with his brother-in-law Euſtacs, 
Bur Suger unfortunately was no more; and the 


| abbot of St. Denys, covered with years and glory, 


expired, amidſt the tears and lamentations of the 
people. The deſultory incurſions into Nor- 
mandy were followed by an inglorious truce ; and 
the experience of Lewis was vanquiſhed by 
the flattery and negociations of the ſubtle ton of 


Matilda. 
Henry ſeized the fregrable opportunity of this 
A. p. tranſient calm to tranſport himſelf with 
1153, 2154+ his mother into England. The throne 


of Stephen was ſhaken by the violence of his own 


paſſions, and the arts and perſonal proweſs of his 
rival ; but at the moment that the hoſtile armies 


| expected the ſignal for battle, the bloody encoun- : 
: 2 was averted by the Patriotic language of the 


earl 


HISTORY OF FRANCE. 227 


earl of Arundel. The contending princes were 
reluctantly prevailed on to ſheath the ſword by the 
general voice of their mutual followers; and a 
compromiſe was propoſed and, enforced, which 
preſerved the crown to Stephen, during his life, 
and aſſured it to Henry at his death. Euſtace 
alone rejected a treaty ſo fatal to his hopes of he- 
reditary royalty. His reſentment might once more 
have expoſed the kingdom to the calamities of 
civil war; but a ſeaſonable fever, perhaps the 


effect of diſappointed ambition, extinguiſhed with = 


his laſt breath the torch of diſcord, The father 
ſurvived not long to deplore the loſs of his ſon 73 
and Henry, without oppoſition and without a 
competitor, aſcended the throne of England, amidſt 
the unanimous acclamations of the people. 

The truce between Henry and Lewis had ex- 
pired, and the latter had renewed his 
attempts on Normandy : But the ac- 
ceſſion of the former to the crown of England, 
allowed the French monarch no longer to flatter 
himſelf with the hopes of ſucceſs ; and he readily 
liſtened to the voice of peace. Though by no 
means indifferent to the growing greatneſs of his 
rival, he wanted power or ability to repreſs it; and 
his character is more happily delineated by the 
epithet of good than, great. He had ſcarce eſta- 


W the tranquillity of bis kingdom before he 
| Q 2 a undertook 


A. D. 1155. 
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undertook a pilgrimage to the tomb of St. James, 
at Compoſtella, the capital of Galicia; and the: 
devout expedition was attended by an interview 
with his father-in-law, the king of Caſtile, and 
with Sancho the Fifth, who filled with repu- 
tation and ability the throne of Navarre. On 
his return, Lewis aſſembled a ſplendid council at 
Soiſſons, diſtinguiſhed by the preſence of the 
duke of Burgundy, the counts of Flanders, 
Troyes, Nevers, and Soiſſons, and a long train 
of powerful and noble vaſſals; but ſtill more 
' memorable by the influence of the ſovereign, | 
who engaged the haughty barons to ſwear to a ten 
years” peace, and to ſubmit their differences during 
that ſpace to the deciſion of juſtice, inſtead of wo 
pealing to the ſword. 


Soon after the council of Soiſſons, the count 
8 Flanders had aſſumed the holy 
1136, 1160. croſs; but his deſign of marching to 
| the ſuccour of | his-Chriſtian brethren in Paleſtine 
was interrupted by death, and his laſt breath be- 
queathed his ſon. and his dominions to the pro- 
tection of Henry of England. This truſt, which 
augmented the influence and power of a neigh- 
bour: already too formidable, was beheld with a 
Jealans eye by Lewis; and the arts with which 
Henry had condeſcended to ſooth the mind of 
his rival, gave way to. the ardent. deſire of poſ- 
_ | —_ 
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ſeſſing the city and dioceſe of Toulouſe: Theſe 
were claimed by the king of England, in right 
of his wife Eleanor; and he aſſerted, that her 
anceſtor, the duke of Aquitain, had only mort- 
oaged-and not actually alienated them. The mo- 
ney that had been advanced he offered to reſtore, 
and inforced his proffer by a numerous army 
drawn from every part of his dominions, and with 
which he inveſted Toulouſe; but that city was 
deſended by the count in perſon; and the un- 
daunted reſolution which he diſplayed in re- 
pelling the attacks of the beſiegers, was increaſed 
by his juſt expectations of ſuccour and ſupport 
from the king of France. He had married Con- 
ſtance, the widow of Euſtace, and ſiſter to Lewis; | 
and that monarch heſitated not to march to the re- 
lief of his vaſſal and his kinſman. In a ſucceſs- 
ful action he cut his way through the lines of the 
aſſailants, and by his preſence revived the droop- 
ing ſpirits of the beſieged. Henry, convinced 

that the enterpriſe was hopeleſs from the firſt mo- 
ment that the ſuccours entered the town, aban- 
doned the ſiege, having firſt, by a compliment, 
aſſured the king of France, that he could not 
think of purſuing His attacks againſt a city which 
was honoured by his perſonal protection. From 
Toulouſe, the king of England poured the tor- 
rent of his arms over the proſtrate country of 
155 „ Beauvais; 


Beauvais, razed the ſtrong fortreſs of Gerberoy, 
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and extended his devaſtations within ſight of the 
walls of Paris. For two ſucceſſive years, the in- 
habitants of France and Normandy were afflicted 
by the deſultory incurſions of their reſpective 
princes: The exhauſted ſtate of both kingdoms 
induced them at length ſeriouſly to negociate a 
-peace. The homage in perſon of Henry was ac- 
cepted for the duchy of Normandy; and his fon, 
of the ſame name, acknowledged by a ſimilar cere- 
mony the conditions on which he held Anjou and 
Maine: While Richard, the fecond fon of the 
king of England, was betrothed to the daughter 
of Raymond Berenger, count of Barcelona, and 
was aſſigned, for his future maintenance, the 
county of Guienne. T he origin of the war, the 
claim of Henry to the city of Toulouſe, was 
buried in a ſtudied ſilence; and that prince was 


left to reſume, as occaſion offered, his powerful 


pretenſions, 
The peace was ſcarce concluded hid the 


a p. death of Conſtance, the daughter of 
3160, 1162. the king of - Caſtile, and the conſort of 
Lewis, left that prince a widower; two daughters 
had proved the only iſſue of his marriage with 
the deceaſed queen; and the entreaties of his no- 
bles, his concern for the tranquillity of his king- 


dom, and his deſire to perpetuate the ſceptre in 
4 0 the 
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the hands of his poſterity, all concurred in di- 
recting him to a third marriage. Adelaide, the 
daughter of Thibaud, earl of Champagne, was 
the object of his choice; and his alliance with _ 
that princeſs firmly attached to his intereſt the 
different branches of that powerful family. From 
the celebration of theſe nuptials, his attention 
was diverted by the ſchiſm of the church, which 
had broken forth on the death of pope Adrian. 
Alexander the Third, and Victor the Fourth, both 
urged their pretenſions to the vacant chair of St. 
Peter: The former was ſupported by the kings of 
England and France, who, at an interview at 
Toucy, nouriſhed the ſpiritual pride of the Ro- 
man pontiff, by condeſcending to hold the ſtir- 
rups and the bridle of his horſe ; while the cauſe 
of the latter was eſpouſed by Frederick of Ger- 
many. For eighteen years, Europe was inflamed 
and ſcandalized by the angry paſſions of theſe 
holy prelates; and the perſeverance and claims 
of Victor were tranſmitted to two nominal ſuc- 
ceſſors, who were branded with the appellation-of 
anti-pope, and who yielded not till after a long 
and obſtinate conteſt to the ſuperior fortune of 
Alexander. 
The hoſtile flame which had 1 long conſumed 
the ſubjects of France and England, had been ex- 
tinguiſhed by the ſuppliant voice of one prelate; 
| | Q 4 | | it 


4% 
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it was re-kindled, and blazed with redoubled vio- 
lence, at the imperious command of another. An 
haſty ſpark had indeed ariſen froin an event moſt 
likely to have cemented the friendſhip of Henry 
and Lewis; the eldeſt ſon of the former had 
married Margaret, the daughter of the latter, by 
his queen Conſtance; and the king of England, 


as the portion of the princeſs, had ſeized Giſors 
and ſome other places of importance; but their 


differences were adjuſted by the mediation of the 
Roman pontiff, and the latent embers of diſcord 
ſlept till cwyakened by the breath of Thomas à 


| Becket. 


This extraordinary man was the ſon. of a 
burgher, and educated in the ſchools of London ; 
he afterwards continued his ſtudies at Paris, was 
received i into the family of Theobald, archbiſhop 


of Canterbury, and obtained the benefices of St. 


Mary le Strand, and. Otteford in Kent, with a 
prebendary 1 in each of the cathedrals of London 
and Lincoln. Thus enabled to ſupport himſelf in 
affluence, he retired to Bologna, and applied him- 
ſelf to the civil and cannon law. His various 
attainments recommended him as a proper perſon 
to be entruſted with the moſt weighty and deli- 
cate negociations; ; his abilities were known and 
approved at the court of Rome; and before the 


death of Stephen, he had been nominated arch- 
_ deacon 
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deacon of Canterbury. On the acceſſion of 
Henry, his riſe was rapid, and his influence un- 
bounded ; he was promoted to the office of chan- 
cellor, a poſt of the greateſt profit, power, and 
dignity in the realm, To this was added a num- 
ber of eccleſiaſtical preferments, and the cuſtody 
of the tower was entruſted to his vigilance and 
fidelity. His expences kept pace with the honours 
which were accumulated. on him; and his im- 
menſe revenues were ſcarce ſufficient to ſupply a 
magnificence which bordered on profuſion. His 
table was open to perſons of every rank; and the 
moſt exquiſite dainties were purchaſed for his en- 
tertainments. Superb in his apparel, his furniture, 
and his equipage ; his palace was the ſchool of edu- 
cation for the ſons of the nobility ; and prince Henry 
himſelf was committed to his care and tuition. - 
Some idea of his reſources may be formed from 
the circumſtance af fifty-two clerks being em- 
ployed in adjuſting his private accounts; ſome 
conjecture of his laviſh expenditure may be drawn 
from his train, in which were enrolled three hun- 
dred knights ; and when he negociated the mar- 
riage between the ſon of Henry and the daughter 
of Lewis, Paris was aſtoniſhed at the retinue of 
a ſubje& which exceeded one thouſand perſons. 
Above the opinion or-the cenſure of the world, his 
amuſements burſt through the circle of eccleſiaſ- 

; 5 - tical 
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tical propriety ; the numerous hours which he ſet 
apart from buſineſs were appropriated to hawks and 
hounds ; theſe ſports were frequently exchanged 
for the martial exerciſes of the field: His ſkill 
in the tournament has provoked the reproachful 
praiſe of the hiſtorian ; and his triumph in Nor- 
mandy over a French nobleman of approved va- 
lour and dexterity, whom he unhorſed, and whoſe 
courſer he led away, was no ſmall ornament to his 
character in a daring and warlike age. 
Such were the ſingular features of the man, 
whom Henry, contrary to the advice of his mo- 
ther Matilda, determined to place on the archie- 
piſcopal throne of England. The death of Theo- 
bald was followed by the appointment of Thomas 
a Becket to the vacant See of Canterbury; and in 
a devout and ſuperſtitious age, the authority and 
influence which were annexed to the dangerous 
promotion, were ſufficient to overwhelm a feeble, 
and to embarraſs the moſt firm monarch. Even 
Henry himſelf, haughty and intrepid as he was, 
beheld with terror the formidable power of the 
archbiſhop - of Canterbury, when guided by the 
abilities, and animated by the invincible ſpirit, 
of Becket. From the moment that prelate 
was tranſlated to the ſacred dignity, his life 
and manners proclaimed the change of. his con- 
dition; ; his garments were coarſe, his repaſts 
123 ; abſtemious 3 3 


* 
I... 
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abſtemious ; he practiſed with unrelenting ſeverity 


all the auſterities of his order, and his back was 


frequently bloody with the diſcipline of the cord : 

But under the maſk of humility he concealed an 
inordinate and turbulent pride; and his labours 
were inceſſantly directed to raiſe the mitre above 


the crown. 


From the indignation of his ſovereign, whom 
he had preſumed to inſult and defy, à. p. 
Becket eſcaped to Flanders, and was 1264, 1168. 


readily fortified by the Papal authority, and 
| honoured by a viſit from the king of France. 
When driven by the menaces of Henry from the 


convent of Pontigny, he was hoſpitably received 
by Lewis, at Sens, who allowed him an honour- 
able retreat in the convent. of St. Colombe. The 


| perſecution of the former was averted by the pro- 


tection of the latter; and the diſcordant ſenti- 
ments of the two monarchs ſoon diſplayed them- 


ſelves in open hoſtilities. The territories of the 


count of Auvergne, a vaſſal of the crown of 
France, were invaded by Henry; and Lewis, to 


divert the fury of his arms, and to ſupport the 


ſinking cauſe of the count, entered with a power- 
ful army into Normandy. A war, which had been 
haſtily embarked in, was ſucceeded by a tranſient 
truce ; and the ſword was ſcarcely ſheathed before 


it was drawn 2 p | he barons of Poitou and 
;Guienne, 
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Guienne, diſſatisfied with Henry, who had endes. 
voured to abridge their privileges, liſtened to the 


promiſes of Lewis, who inflamed their diſcontent 
and encouraged the ſpirit of revolt. The ſtan. 
dard of oppoſition to their ſovereign was openly 


_ erected ; and for their perſeverance in their alli. 


ance with France, they even delivered hoſtages to 
that crown. Henry, informed of their diſaffec- 
tion, with an army ſuperior to reſiſtance, ravaged 
the open country, razed the caſtles of the rebels, 
and levelled to the ground the revolted towns: 
But Poitou ftill confided in the friendly arms of 
France; and Henry in vain accuſed the treachery 
of that prince, and demanded the hoſtages which 
he had received from his faithleſs ſubjects. The 


| refuſal of Lewis was peremptory; and although 
| he conſented to extend the duration of the truce, 


yet the interval was afſiduouſly employed in re- 
animating the ſpirits. of the Poitevins, and in ex- 
citing a freſh inſurrection in Brittany. This was 
ſcarce quelled by the preſence and activity of the 
king of England, before the contagion of revolt 
pervaded and broke out in the province of Maine, 
and Lewis ſeized the favourable opportunity again 
to invade Normandy. Yet his progreſs was ſlow 
and indecifive; and while he ſubmitted. to the 


mortification of retreating on the approach of his 
rival, 


haughty. and inflexible prelate ; the condition was 
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rival, his rear was ſuddenly attacked and routed 
by the vigorous charge of Henry. 

The repeated diſappointments of Lewis induced 
him at length to liſten to the voice of 
peace; and the differences of the rival 
monarchs were adjuſted in a conference at Mont- 
miraill. The homage of Henry, and of his ſons, 
Henry and Richard, was accepted for Normandy, 
Anjou and Maine, Guienne, and the county of 
Brittany, which had been ſettled by the king of 


A. D. 1168. 


England on his younger ſon Geoffrey, and whoſe 


abſence was ſupplied in the ceremony by his elder 
brother Henry. But Lewis was not entirely in- 
different to the intereſt of Becket, whoſe caule he 
had eſpouſed, and whoſe protection had firſt kin- 
ded the flame of war.: His powerful mediation 
was anſwered by the moderation of Henry; I 
am not, ſaid the monarch, < the leaſt in power 
© and reputation of the ſovereigns who have ruled 
« the kingdom of England; and men equally 
« good and holy-as Becket have, doubtleſs, poſ- 
te ſeſſed the See of Canterbury: yet I am content 
© toreſtore him to the archiepiſcopal throne, pro- 
« vided he will pay the ſame reſpect to me as the 

© moſt powerful of his predeceſſors have paid to 
e the moſt inſignificant of mine.“ But this rea- 
ſonable propoſal was rejected or eluded by the 


ſtill 


>. 
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ſtil] clogged with the reſervation of the honour of 
God and the privileges of the church; and Lewis 
 relinquiſhing the vain hope of accommodation, 
was content to continue to Becket his aſſurances 
of o— em ſupport and protection. 
The reader will probably be impatient to hal. 
ten to the fate of that turbulent man: A recon. 
ciliation was at length effected, by the united 
efforts of the king of France and pope Alexander 
the Third; and Becket re croſſed the ſeas, and once 
more occupied the ſee of Canterbury. But his 
arrogant ſpirit had not been humbled: by adver- 
fity ; he launched forth his thunders againſt his 
former opponents; ſuſpended the archbiſhop of 
York, and excommunicated the biſhops of Lon- 
don and Saliſbury. Henry was in Normandy 
while the tranquillity of his kingdom was violated 
by the frantic proceedings of the turbulent prelate; 
and he received the mortifying intelligence with 
the moſt acrimonious expreſſions againſt the pre- 
fumptuous churchman. The exclamation, © that 
ce he had no friends about him, otherwiſe he would 
ec not have been ſo long expoſed to the inſults of 
te that ungrateful hypocrite,” ſunk deep in the 
minds of four of his moſt reſolute attendants ; 
they determined to gratify their ſovereign's ſecret 
inclinations and after an oath to revenge his 
| quarrel, 
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quarrel, they retired from court, and embarked 5 


for England. 
Their ſudden departure, and fora menacing 


- expreſſions which had eſcaped them, 
alarmed the mind of the king; and fear- 


A.D. 1 172. 


ful of the event, he ſent after them, to forbid 
their committing, any violence: But the fatal deed 


vas already perpetrated ; the conſpirators, after 
reproaching, had followed the devoted victim to 


veſpers; and as ſoon as Becket reached the altar, 
their rage was ſatiated, and the life of the arch- 
biſhop extinguiſhed by repeated wounds, The 
facred pavement was ſtained with the blood of his 
mangled body ; the holy altar itſelf was beſmeared 
with his brains ; and the circumſtances of the mur- 


der, the place where it was executed, and the forti- 


tude with which the prelate had reſigned himſelf to 
his fate, impreſſed a devoutly factious multitude. 
Years of licentious revelry and turbulent ambi- 


tion were effaced by the ſufferings of a ſingle mo- 


ment; and the preſumption and obſtinacy af 
Becket were rewarded with the glory of martyr- 


dom. His ſhrine was the ſcene of innumerable 


miracles; and Henry found the archbiſhop, when 
dead, equally formidable as when alive. The in- 
telligence of his fate had been received by that 
monarch with real or affected concern: By the 
moſt. humiliating conceſſions, he with difficulty 

_ difarmed 
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diſarmed the reſentment of the pope; and the 


6: HISTORY or FRANCE. 


arrogant ſpirit of the martyr himſelf muſt have 
been gratified and appeaſed, could it have foreſeen 
the proſtrate pofture of the monarch at his tomb, 
and the ſevere penance which he endured. 

| We have already obſerved that the 
very alliances between the kings of 
France and England, which ought to have enſured 
their friendſhip, were the frequent ſource of their 


Ab. 1 . 


diſcord. Henry had cauſed his eldeſt ſon to 


be crowned in England, while his conſort was 
in France; and Lewis, to efface or avenge the af. 
front, turned his arms againſt the duchy of Nor- 
mandy. But the prudence of the king of England 
extinguiſhed this ſpark of hoſtility almoſt as ſoon 


as it was kindled; he promiſed that the ceremony 
of the coronation ſhould be again repeated; and 


Margaret was ſolemnly crowned at Wincheſter 
with her huſband, by the archbiſhop of Rouen, and 
the biſhops of Evreux and Wincheſter. On the 
return of the young couple to Normandy, they 
were permitted to viſit the court of France; and 
Lewis firſt poiſoned the mind of his ſon-in law 
with that ardent deſire of independence, the origin 
of equal affliction to his father and himſelf. Greedy 
of power, and impatient of controul, the heir of 
the throne conſidered himſelf eclipſed and op- 


preſſed by — virtues and glory of him who filled 
| it; 
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it; and whatever place was the reſidence of his pa- 
rent, became immediately hateful to the aſpiring 
ſon. The term for his viſit in France expired; 
he had returned to England with reluctance; and 
diſguſted with a ſituation of reſtraint, he now 
eſcaped from the court of Henry to ſeek ſhelter in 
that of Lewis. The pretence that his life was in 
danger thinly concealed his want of filial duty: 
but-Lewis received the royal fugitive with open 
arms, and prepared to avenge his ideal injuries by 
the ſword, The policy of the king of France 
was matured by age and experience; in ſucceſſive 
negociations he had been duped by the ſuperior 
genius of Henry; and ſenſible of former errors, 
he was inflamed by the deſire of retrieving his re- 
putation: The preſent opportunity was favour- 
able, and he was determined to improve it to the 
utmoſt. He was convinced that Henry ſtill re- 
membered with indignation, the aſſiſtance and pro- 
tection which he had afforded to Becket; that he 


only waited till his own kingdom was in a ſtate 


of internal tranquillity to reſent it; and that it was 
his buſineſs, by continual diſturbances at home, to 


engage his attention, and to prevent his ambi- 


tion from Proving! ee to his nei Oey 
abroad. 
.On every ids, the ſituation of Henry pre- 


ſented difficulties which mult haye overwhelmed a 
. R 6 ; mind | 
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mind leſs firm or leſs fruitful in reſources : The 


pope ſtill nouriſhed a ſecret reſentment of the fate 


of Becket; while the Engliſh regarded with re- 


verence the tomb of the martyr, and loudly ac- 


cuſed their ſovereign as, the author of his death, 


On the one fide, William, king of Scotland, for- 


midable from his ſituation, and hoſtile i in his dif. 


poſition, menaced him with invaſion ; on the other, 
his new acquiſitions in Ireland, a country which 
had lately ſubmitted to his government, required 
his attention. Prompted by Lewis, his ſon Henry 
demanded the abſolute inveſtiture of Normandy; 
and on his refuſal, the father beheld with aſtoniſh- 
ment, the ſtandard of revolt. joined by his queen 
Eleanor, and his younger ſons Richard and Geof- 


| frey : The nobles of Normandy, of Anjou, Gui- 
enne, and Brittany were already in arms; ; and the 


king, ſurrounded with open and ſecret enemies, 
could only confide in his abilities, and the _ 
of his cauſe. ' | 
Lewis, animared by the diſtreſs of 
his rival, and the unanimity of his 
own ſubjects, by force and fraud rendered himſelf 


A. D. Es 


maſter of Vernueil, and delivered it to the flames; 


but the appearance of Henry, at the head of an 


| army inured to danger, fatigue, and diſcipline, 
checked his further progreſs, and even expoſed 
his rear to defeat and diſgrace. The different 


confederates 


HISTORY OF FRANCE. 243 
confederates -who had | promiſed to eſpouſe the 
cauſe of the prince; either deſerted their engage- 
ments, or were baffled by the ſuperior {kill of , 
their ſovereign : William of Scotland, haraſſed 
and purſued, was glad to ſubferibe the peace 
which was proffered him ; and the banner of in- 
ſurrection, which had been unfurled in Brittany, 
was followed by the total rout of thoſe who had 
reſorted to it. - Depreſſed by theſe unexpected diſ- 
appointments, the mind of Lewis for a moment 
inclined to peace ; conferences were opened at 
Gifors, but they only ended in mutual reproaches 
and a ſhort truce for the Eaſter holidays, which 
was afterwards agreed upon, allowed both parties 
to prepare more effectually for war. 

To appeaſe the' murmurs of his 
people, Henry ſubmitted his back to 
the ſcourge of the Monks, and watched a whole 
night near Becket's tomb. Whatever might be the 
merit of that ſaint's interceſſion, the mortification 
of Lewis was ſevere and unqualified; the mo- 
ment that his hand was ſtretched out to ſeize it, the 
viſionary conqueſts eluded his graſp, and his dream 
of proſperity , vaniſhed from his ſight.” The earl 
of Flanders lamented his unſucceſsful attempt on 
England ; the king of Scotland, who had violated 
the peace, was taken priſoner at Alnwick; the 
 revolted barons returned once more to their alle- 
| . giance; 


A. D. 1174. 
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giance ; and Lewis, accompanied by the young 
prince Henry, was compelled by the approach of 


the king of England to raiſe the ſiege of Rouen, 


which he had inveſted. This laſt diſgrace deter- 
mined the French monarch to renew the negocia- 


tions for peace; with an honourable regard for 


the princes who had confided in his protection, their 


intereſts were firſt provided for; but Richard, who 


rejected the treaty, was left to the diſcretion of his 


father, and a tranſient tranquillity was reſtored 


between the rival kingdoms. 

The terms of reconciliation were ſcarce 
adjuſted, before they were once more 
menaced by the remonſtrances of Lewis. Alice, 
his youngeſt daughter, was betrothed to Richard, 
the ſecond ſon of the king of England ; and the 


| king of France loudly accuſed the - evaſive con- 
duct of Henry, who retained the princeſs at his 
.court, without folemnizing the marriage : The 
anſwer of Henry was a demand of the city of 


Bourges, which had been promiſed as the dowry 


of Alice. This engagement was denied by Lewis, 
and the monarchs agreed to refer the diſpute to 


the arbitration of the pope. But the Roman pon- 


tiff waved the diſcuſſion, to turn the united -arms 
of the princes to the relief of the Holy Land. 
Henry and Lewis both received the croſs, and both 


_ their mutual preparations for executing 


their 
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their ſolemn engagement; yet neither of theſe 
monarchs embarked in the perilous undertaking. 
The ardour of Lewis was cooled by his former 
misfortunes, and the nobility of France ſtrongly 
remonſtrated againſt the hazardous and unprofit- 
able enterpriſe: While Henry, whoſe abſolution 
for the murder of Becket had been purchaſed 
by a ſolemn vow of invading Paleſtine, when ſum- 

moned by the pope, ſtill found the embarraſſed 
ſituation of his affairs demunded his preſence i in 
his own dominions. 5 
An anxious regard for the ſucceſſion of his 
crown and the tranquillity. of his king- 
dom, had induced Lewis to beſtow 
his hand on his preſent conſort; and his wiſhes 
had been gratified by a ſon, to whom he had given 
dle name of Philip. But the fears of the monarch 
were ſoon awakened by the danger of the prince: | 
As the royal youth, whoſe tender years were ſcarce | 
equal to the taſk, purſued the chace in the foreſt 
of Compeigne, his horſe ran away with him; 
and ſequeſtered from the ſearch of his attendants, 
the heir of France was condemned to paſs a 
tedious night, oppreſſed by ſolitude and defpair. 
His feeble mind was not capable of fuftaining the 
horror of his ſituation; and when found in the 
morning, a dangerous fit of illneſs was the effect . 
of the fright, The: pious father determined to 
: - e | viſit 
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viſit the tomb of Becket, and ſolicit the 1 interpo- 


ſition of a ſaint, who had experienced his earthly 


protection. He was received at Canterbury by 


Henry with royal hoſpitality and magnificence: 


After having preſented his offerings at the ſhrine 
of Thomas, he embarked again for France, and 


his arrival was attended by the welcome Intelli- 


gence of the recovery of his ſon. 

A. d. But the agitation of his mind had 
1179, 1186. fatally affected the health of Lewis, 
already rapidly deſcending into the vale of years, 
His life was affailed by a ſudden ſtroke of apo- 
plexy ; and though his ſenſes. were reſtored, yet 
the palſy ſeized his right ſide, and announced the 
danger that impended over him. Senſible of his 
doubtful ſituation, he determined to. haſten the 


' Coronation of his ſon ; and the ceremony was per- 


formed in the preſence of the heir of England, 
and the count of Flanders, by the archbiſhop of 
Rheims. To this important care ſucceeded the 


marriage of the prince; and Philip, at the age of 


fourteen, eſpouſed Iſabella, the daughter of Bald- 
win, count of Hainault. But the tranquillity of 
Lewis was eſtabliſhed too late, and the progreſs of 
diſeaſe could not be checked by the- proſpe& of 
happineſs; in the fixtieth year of his age, and 
the forty-fourth year of his reign, he expired at 
Paris; l if the ben and judgment of the 

: | king) 
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kings in reſtoring the dowry of Eleanor, have 
been arraigned, his humanity has been ſeldom, 


and his piety has never been, impeached: A ten- 
der huſband and an affectionate father, the errors 


of the monarch were loſt in the virtues of the 


man, 
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ACCESSION OF PHILIP THE SECOND, SURNAMED AU- 
GUSTUS ;—EMBARKS FOR THE HOLY LAND WITH 
RICHARD OF ENGLAND. —SIEGE OF ACRE,— 
PHILIP RETURNS TO FRANCE.—$SUCCESSIVE WARS | 
WITH RICHARD AND JOHN, — BATTLE OF BOU- 
VINES,-DEATH AND CHARACTER OF PHILIP, 


1 when he aſſumed the reins of govern- 
ment was but in the fifteenth year of his age. 
The count of Flanders, the uncle of his queen, 
was ſuffered to enjoy the name and honours of 
regent ; but although his counſels might influence, 
his authority was never permitred to control the | 
inclination of the youthful monarch; and his 
ſubjects might diſcern an unbounded thirſt of do- 
minion, a jealous zeal for the royal prerogative, in 
their new ſovereign. From his birth, which eſta- 
bliſhed the peaceable ſucceſſion to the crown of 


France, Philip attained the expreſſive ſurname of The 

Gift of God. The voice of flattery in his more ma- 
ture years had gratified his vanity with the appellation 
| 3 | + | of 


1 


a 
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of Conqueror, and. Magnanimaus ; and after his 
death, the policy he had diſplayed was productive 
of the addition of Auguſtus, . The firſt and laſt of 


theſe names might be due to the auſpicious moment 


in which he entered the world, and the manner 


in which he conducted himſelf through it; but his 
rage for conguęſt was checked by the perſonal valour 
of Richard of England; and his magnazimity is but 
ll atteſted by the envious perfidy with which he de- 
ſerted that prince on the hoſtile coaſt of Paleſtine. 
In a licentious age, the attention of 
the king of France was invariably en- 
gaged to maintain the dignity of his character; 
and the court was purged by his ſeverity of a mot- 
ley train of buffoons and jeſters, whoſe mimic ſkill, 
and coarſe wit, were the delight of a people, 
yet ignorant of that politeneſs and refinement for 
which they have been ſince ſo eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed. To theſe perſonal cares ſucceeded others 
of à more public nature: The murmurs of the 
people loudly accuſed the wealth of the Jews, 
who had poſſeſſed themſ ves of one thirds of the 
8 landed Property through zut the dominions of 
Philip. Their riches, the fruits of oppreſſive uſury, 
had procured them the patronage and protection 
of the nobles; but the determination of the king, 
while it offended the barons gratified the com-, 


mons; and this miſerable and fugitive race were 
compelled 


A.D. 1180, 
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compelled to retire from the territory of F rance, 


with only their perſonal effects. The mercenary 


foldiers who had ferved in the wars of the late mo- 
narch, had ſpread themſelves over the defenceleſs 


country, and indulged themſelves in every ſpecies 


of wanton outrage; they were reduced or deſtroyed 


by the arts and forces of Philip; to, provide in 
future -againſt a ſimilar evil, and to embelliſh 


the cities which acknowledged his authority, he 
eommanded the inhabitants to pave and to ſur- 


round with walls ſufficient for their immediate 


ſecurity, the towns in which they dwelt and the 
progreſs of the work was haſtened by the preſence 


of the king himſelf, whoſe vigilant 5 pervaded 


every part of his dominions. 


The jealouſies of the court began already to 


| threaten the public tranquillity, Adelaide, the 

mother of the king, reſented the partiality of 
her ſon to the count of Flanders, who; without 

| children himſelf, had beſtowed on his niece the 


royal dowry of the county of Artois, and the diſ- 


trict fertilized by the river Lys: With the queen 
dowager was joined her brother William, cardinal 


and archbiſhop of Rheims. But their intrigues 


to diſſolve the marriage with Ifabella were vain; 


and the diſpleaſure of Philip was diſplayed by ap- 


pointing the coronation of himſelf and his conſort 


t the * of St. OO and receiving his 


Crown 
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crown from the hands of che archbiſhop of Sens, 
inſtead of thoſe of the archbiſhop of Rheims. 
Adelaide, to ſupport her faction, implored the aſ- 
ſiſtance of Henry of England; who liſtened with 
pleaſure to her requeſt, repaired immediately to 
Normandy, and received with great reſpect the 
queen herſelf, and her brothers, the counts of 
Blois, Sancerre, and Chartres. With a numerous 
army he advanced to ſecond their demands; but 
Philip was already prepared to encounter this he- 
reditary foe ; and the king of England, doubtful 
of the event, preferred to the chance of battle the 
arts of negociation. Even in theſe, the early 
wiſdom of Philip was eonſpicuous; averſe to either 
extreme he rejected the preſumptuous claims of the 
rebels, and the advice of the count of Flanders, 
to decide the diſpute by the ſword. To his mother 
he profeſſed the duty of a ſon, but at the ſame 
time aſſerted the. independent authority of a ſove- 
reign; to the lords, who had engaged in the revolt, 
he offered a free pardon; and their ready ſubmiſſion 
broke the meaſures of Henry, who conſented to 
| retire, after confirming the former peace between 
the crowns of France and England. | 
The partiality of the king to the , „. 
count of Flanders had been the ori- 130, 1132. 
gin of the former rupture ; yet but a ſhort time 
lapſed before that nobleman himſelf revolted 
- againſt 


— 
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againſt the royal authority. He had beheld with 
_ diſguſt his counſels neglected, and an accommo. 
dation preferred to the hazard of war; his diſ- 
guſt was increaſed by the powerful motives of i in- 
tereſt, The counteſs of Flanders was a princeſs 
of the royal blood, and the heireſs of the count 
of Vermandois; her huſband, on her death with- 
out iſſue, aſſerted his right to the ſuccefſion con- 
| firmed by the ſeparate grants of Lewis and Philip. 
But the king of France was too deeply intereſted / 
in fo important an acquiſition, to be reſtrained by 
the common ties of equity, and his claims aſſum- 
ed an appearance of juſtice from his declaration, 
that the grant was only for the life of the counteſs. 
Arms alone could decide the diſpute, and the 
count of Flanders in vain endeavoured to allure 
the barons to his ſtandard, by repreſenting the 
injury as general, and the cauſe as common. Al. 
moſt alone and unſupported, he was compelled to 
yield, and thought himſelf happy to attain by a 
compromiſe the towns of Perrone and St. Quintin, 
and to ſurrender the _ of the en of Ver. 
mandois to the crown. 
The affociation of the younger Henry 
. throne of England has been 
already ed and his father had conſtant rea- 


ſon to * his dall pany to an ungrateful | 
| ſon. 
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HISTORY OF FRANCE. 233 
ſon. Vain, fickle, and turbulent, his repeated re- 
bellions had broken the happineſs and aſſailed 
che life of his patent; continually baffled and 
pardoned, his diſappointed ſpirit urged him at 
length to aſſume the croſs; and while he pre- 
pared for his departure to the Holy Land, he was 
ſeized with a mortal indiſpoſition at Martel, in the 


county of Turenne. His laſt expreſſions were 


thoſe of penitence, and his death opened the path 
of royalty to his brother Richard, equally reſtleſs 
and more enterpriſing. His widow, the daughter 
of the late king of France, by his ſecond wife 
Conſtance, - had lived childleſs in his embraces ; ; 
and Philip now claimed Giſors, and ſome other 
_ dependencies in Normandy, which had been allot- 
ted as the dowry of Margaret; but Henry, un- 
willing to part with them, offered to conclude the 
marriage between Richard, now become the heir 
of the crown, and Alice, the ſiſter of Philip, pro- 
vided he was ſuffered to retain the diſputed ter- 
ritory : The propoſal was acquieſced in, and the 
. monarchs parted with mutual profeſſions of eſteem 
and friendſhip. - 
The moments that could be raviſnj- 3 p. 
ed from the national enmity and ho- 1135, 2188: 
ſtile encounters of England and France, Phi- 
lip aſlduouſly IRE] in the internal regu- 
| lation 


254 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 
lation of his dominions, and in repreſſing the for 
midable enterpriſes of the duke of Burgundy and 
the count of Flanders. But the calm produced 
by the late peace was of ſhort duration, and the 
ſubjects of Philip and Henry were ſoon again 
agitated by the tempeſt of war. The marriage of 
Alice with Richard was ſtill ſtudioufly delayed; 
Geoffrey, the ſecond ſon of Henry, and duke of 
Brittany, had revolted from his father, and ac- 
knowledged himſelf the vaſſal of France; his un- 
dutiful deſigns were interrupted by death, and he 
expired of a fall from his horſe at a tournament. 
But Philip retained from Henry, his widow Con- 
ſtance, his infant daughter Eleanor, and a poſthu- 
mous ſon named Arthur; and aſſerted his claim 
to protect and watch over the offspring of his 
vaſſal. Richard had alſo refuſed to yield homage 
to the king of France, for the counties of Guienne 
and Poitou; and Philip, after experieneing the 
ineffectual mediation of cardinal Octavian, the 
legate of the pope, invaded with a formidable 
army, Berry, and laid ſiege to Chateauroux, on the 
banks of the Indre. The ſpirits of the garriſon 
were animated by the preſence of Richard and 
John, the ſons of the Engliſh monarch; and Henry 
himſelf, alarmed for the ſafety of the princes, 
| haſtily collected his forces, and advanced toward 
their relief, In anxious ſuſpence, the hoſtile 
| 5 armies | 
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HISTORY OF FRANCE. 255 
armies awaited the ſignal of battle, and the dawn- 
ing glory of Philip was oppoſed by the mature 
renown of Henry; but the encounter was averted 
by the legates of pope Urban the Third: Theſe 
thundered their anathemas againſt the firft who 
ſhould begin the engagement, The devotion 
of the princes wreſted their weapons from their 
hands; a peace was immediately concluded ; 
and the rival monarchs engaged to unite their 
forces for the relief of the Chriſtians in Paleſtine, 
oppreſſed by the victorious career of the gen 
Saladin. 

The birth of a ſon and wikis: who 
was named Lewis, Nlackened not the 
preparations for war; and the clergy were com- 
pelled, though reluctantly, to contribute large 
ſums towards the propoſed expedition: Theſe 
were diſtinguiſned by the name of Saladin's tax, 
expreſſive of the purpoſe for which they were 
levied. Yet when the hopes of the Oriental Chriſ- 
tians were awakened, and the flame of enthuſiaſm 
was again kindled in the weſt, the arms of Philip 
and Henry were once more turned againſt each 
other; and the forces which might have checked 
the progreſs, and over- turned the empire of the 
infidels, were ineffectually conſumed | in their bloody 
conflicts. | . 
Richard was diſcontented with the inceſſant 
|  _ delays 
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delays which conſtantly impeded his mar- 
riage with Alice ; and Philip nouriſhed 
his riſing diſaffection, and prepared to avail himſelf 
of the continual diſcord which afflicted the family 
and embarraſſed the affairs of the Engliſh mo- 
narch: He himſelf ſuggeſted to the impetuous 
prince, to renew the former quarrel with the count 
of Toulouſe ; and under pretence of avenging the 
inſult; the king of France entered Berry, and poſ- 
ſeſſed himſelf of Chateauroux, Buſencais, Argen- 
ton, and Leuroux. Mont-Richard was taken 
by aſſault, and reduced to aſhes; and with equal 
facility he extended his 5 over Touraine 
and Auvergne. 

The age of Henry did not Ne him from 
taking the field ro oppoſe the youth of his rival: 
The veteran warrior buckled on his armour ; but, 

; doubtful of the event of war, he* propoſed that 
inſtead of Richard, his ſon John ſhould eſpouſe 
the princeſs Alice. The offer was rejected by 
Philip and by Richard, who now openly acted with 
him; even the mediation and menaces of the 
pope's legate were treated with ſcorn by the king 
of France, and his ſacred life was with difficulty 
preſerved from the ſword of the Britiſh prince. 
The conference was broken off to reſume the 
operations of war; Philip and Richard entered the 
province of Main ; forced the gates of Fertc- 

Bernard, 


A. D. 1188. 
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Bernard on the river Huiſne ; received the ſubmiſ⸗ 
| fon of Monfort, Bonneſtable, arid Beaumont; and 
alinoſt ſurpriſed Henry, aſtoniſhed at their pro- 
preſs, in the city of Mans. From the flames of 
that city he eſcaped to Frenelles ; while the con- 
federates advanced with uninterrupted ſucceſs, 
and the ſtanidard of France was planted on the 
walls of Tours, and diſplayed on the Banks of | 
the Loire. 


Fortune had forſaken the ledidins - 3 
age of Henty, and he was compelled 1 


to purchaſe à peace by renewing his 1 to 


Philip, and conſenting to the coronation of Rich- 
ard, The marriage of that prince with Alice, 
was to be celebrated on his return from the Holy 
Land, and he was gratified with the immediate 
payment of twenty thouſand marks of ſilver. The 
treaty was ſigned at Azay; and in two days af- 
terwards Henry expired at Chinon; his laſt mo- 
ments embittered by the ingratitude of his ſon 

John, who had deſerted his father to join the 
party and partake the proſperity of Phili p. 

That monarch might well exult at 
the proſpect before him; he had hum- 
bled the turbulent pride of his nobles at home, 
and eſtabliſhed his reputation abroad; he was de- 
livered by the death of Henry from a dangerous 
and vigilant rival ; and Richard, his ſucceſſor, was 


bound to him by the ties of gratitude, and the 
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ſanity of oaths. Infatiate of fame, and ena- 
moured of war, the kings of F rance and England 
prepared to fulfil their engagements, and to unfurl 
the ſacred banner of the croſs; while Richard 
failed from Marſeilles, Philip embarked at Ge- 


noa, after having entruſted, the adminiſtration of his 


kingdom, under certain reſtrictions, to his mother 
Adelaide and the cardinal archbiſhop of Rheims. 

After eſcaping a tempeſt which ſcattered the 
royal fleet of France, Philip caſt anchor on the 


coaſt of Sicily, and in eight days afterwards be- 


held the fails of Richard enter the port of Meſ. 
ſina. The Iſland was governed by Tancred, whoſe 
regal title was diſputed by Conſtance, the wife 
of the emperor Henry, the ſtedfaſt ally of the 


French monarch; and Jane, the dowager queen, 


and ſiſter of Richard, was a priſoner to the reign- 
ing prince. The appearance of two, powerful 
.armaments, commanded by leaders who had ſuch 
| plauſible ſubjects of complaint, and whoſe mode- 
ration there was too much reaſon to diſtruſt, ex- 
cited the moſt painful ſenſations in the boſom of 
Tancred.; but his throne. was ſecured by the mu- 
tual jealouſies of the rival kings; and the narrow 
illand of Sicily was nearly converted into the 
theatre of their hoſtilities.” Richard, to extort a 
ſum of money from Tancred, which he aſſerted 
was Fe to him, cles the city of _ 
| an 


7 
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and Philip, with the forces of F rance, prepared to 
defend it. With difficulty they were prevailed 
on to ſubmit their differences to the calmer tri- 
bunal of reaſon: The marriage of Alice was fill 
the thorn which rankled in their boſoms ; Philip 
conſented to receive again his ſiſter, and Richard 
promiſed to reſtore Elbers, and the other places 
which had been ſo long retained as her dowry. 
Richard eſpouſed the daughter .of Sanchez, king 
of Navarre ; and after reducing the Iſland of C- 
prus, and impriſoning Iſaac the ſovereign, he pur- 
ſued his yoyage to the Holy Land, and caſt an- 
chor in the Bay of Acre, where he a found 
the fleet of France. f | 
The combined forces of theſe monarchs, pow- 
erful as they were, did not exceed the diſtreſs of 
the Chriſtians of the eaſt, and the difficulties which 
on every ſide oppoſed their enthuſiaſtic enterpriſe. 
After the male line of Godfrey was extinct, the 
ſceptre of Jeruſalem was weakly held by Sybilla, 
the daughter of Baldwin, and the grand- daughter 
of Fulk, count of Anjou. Her fond partiality 
after the death of her child, had transferred it to 
her ſecond huſband, Guy of Luſignan, a prince 
of a handſome perſon, but of ſuch baſe'renown, 
that his own brother Geoffrey was heard ta ex- 
claim, e Since they have made bim a king, ſurely 


they would have made me a god.” Raymond, 
—— 89 p count 
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count of Tripoli, the moſt powerful vaſſal of the 
crown, beheld the elevation of Luſignan with ſe. | 
cret indignation ; and, excluded from the ſucceſ- 
ſion and regency, entertained an implacable ha- 
tred againſt the king, and expoſed 'his honour 
and conſcience to the temptations of the ſultan. 
That title was due to the virtues and power of 
Saladin the Great, a name immortalized in the 
annals of Oriental hiſtory. The ſervices of his fa- 
ther and uncle, Job and Shiracouh, had opened to 
him the road to greatneſs; his powerful hand 
wreſted the ſceptre from the infant offspring of 
Noureddin; but although he uſurped the throne 
he reſpected the life of the ſon of his benefactor; 
and the new lord of Egypt was decorated by the 
caliph with every title that could ſanctify his 
uſurpation in the eyes of the people. During a 
reign invariably proſperous he ſucgeſſively ſtretch- 
ed his authority over Damaſcus, Aleppo, and Di- 
arbekir ; Mecca and Medina acknowledged him for 
their temporal protector; the regions of Gemen or 
Happy Arabia, were ſubdued by his brother; Jeru- 
ſalem was raviſhed from the Chriſtians; and at the 
hour of his death, his empire was ſpread from the 
African Tripoli to the Tigris, and from the In- 
dian Ocean to the mountains of Armenia. In- 
trepid and devout, he might boaſt of uniting the 
virtues of the hero and the ſaint: His youth had 


indeed been ſtained with the love of women and 
1 | wine; 
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wine; but theſe temptations ſoon yielded to the 
more potent one of ambition. A coarſe woollen 
was his garment; water was his only drink ; and 
while he emulated the temperance, he ſurpaſſed 
the chaſtity, of his Arabian prophet. Affable in 
his manners, and boundleſs in his liberality, he 
was patient with the meaneſt of his ſervants; and 
at the time of his death no more than forty-ſeyen 
drams of ſilver and one piece of gold were found 
in his treaſury. In. a reign of inceſſant warfare, 
his tributes had been diminiſhed, yet his domi- 
nions were embelliſhed by the royal foundations of 
| hoſpitals, colleges, and moſques. _ 
The ſinking kingdom of Jeruſalem 4 
had been preſſed on every ſide by 
the victories of Saladin; the contracted State was 
encircled with a hoſtile line, and its exiſtence was 
only protected by the truce which the Franks pre- 
ſumed to violate. Reginald, of Chatillon, a ſol- 
dier of fortune, had ſeized a fortreſs on the edge 
of the deſert, from whence he pillaged the cara- 
vans, and threatened the cities of Mecca and Me- 
dina, The ſultan condeſcended to complain ; re- 
joiced in the denial of juſtice ; and at the head of 
fourſcore thouſand horſe invaded the Holy Land. 
The ſiege of Tiberias was ſuggeſted by the perfi- 
dious count of Tripoli; and at the inſtigation of 
the ſame traitor, Luſignan drained his garriſons 
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and Ann des to the relief of it. By the arts & 
Raymond, the Chriſtians were betrayed into a 
camp deſtitute of water; the count himſelf fled 
at the firſt onſet ; Luſignan, with the loſs of thirty 
| thouſand men, became the priſoner of the Sul. 
ran; and three months after the battle of Tiberias, 
the victor appeared Sin arms . the e of 

Jeruſalem. 
The holy city Fill nated” fixty mbc 
Chriſtians; and in the defence of the ſepulchre of 
Chriſt it might reaſonably have been expected 
that every Chriſtian would have proved a ſoldier. 
But the devoted walls were ſhaken by the factions 
of thoſe who ſhould have united for the defence 
of them : Queen Sybilla trembled for herſelf and 
her captive huſband ; and the moſt numerous 
portion of the inhabitants, the Greek and Oriental 
Chriſtians, preferred, from experience, the Maho. 
metan before the Latin yoke. The reſiſtance = 
the beſieged was languid and ineffectual; ſourteen 
days had ſcarce elapſed before the banners of che 
faithful were planted on the Breach ; and the hu- 
manity of the conqueror conſented to accept the 
proftrate city and to ſpare the ſuppliant inhabi- 
tants. The Greek and Oriental Chriſtians were 
1 permitted to live under his dominion; the Franks 
and Latins were conducted to the ſea ports of 
FR and Egypts ten * df gold were re- 
quired 


— 


— 


perpetual ſlavery. 
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quired for each man, five for each woman, and 


one for every child; and thoſe who were unable | 
to purchaſe. their perry, » were to be detained! in 

The rapid and — career of Saladin Was 
at length checked by the reſiſtance of Tyre: To 
that port the troops and garriſons which had ca- 
pitulated, were ſucceſſively conducted; and cheir 


numbers were united and diſciplined by the j pru- 
dence and ſkill: of Conrad, marquis of Montferrat. 


Their forces were ſuelled by the gradual arrival 
of ſuccours from Genoa, Piſa, and Venice; from 
France, Normandy, and the weſtern iſles. The 
impatient multitude burſt from the walls of the 
city, rejected the counſels and command of Con- 
rad, and at the perſuaſion of- Lufignan, who had 


been releaſed from Priſon, formed the ſiege of 


Ptolemais or Acre. Above a year had already 
been conſumed i in the arduous undertaking; the 
Moſlems of Egypt, Syria, Arabia, and the Orien- 


tal provinces had aſſembled under the command 
of Saladin; his. camp was pitched within a few 


miles of Acre; and the C hriſtians, though victo- 


rious in many a bloody encounter, thinned by fa- 


mine, the ſword, and the climate, already be- 


gan to ſink beneath deſpair; when, in the ſe- 
ad 4 ſpring oe a weng their hopes were revived 


84 „ and 
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and their enemies diſmayed by the appearance of | 
the royal fleets of. France and England, 1 
The peculiar circumſtances of theſe monarchs 
had compelled them to embrace, or at leaſt 
to affect a reconciliation ; but they ſcarce had 
landed before new cauſes of diſcontent miniſtered 
to their ancient enmity, Sybilla had expired 
without iſſue, and the crown of Jeruſalem was 
claimed by the marquis of Montferrat, who had 
married the younger ſiſter of that princeſs, and 
who aſſerted that the reign of Luſignan ended 
with: the life of his conſort, | The pretenſions of 
Conrad were ſupported by Philip; the regal title 
of Guy was fortified by Richard; and the Chriſtian . 
camp was ſcandalized by the unanimity of the 
| infidels, and the diſcord of their own leaders, It 
was at length agreed to poſtpone the deciſion 
of this important diſpute, and to preſs with re- 
doubled vigour the ſiege of Acre. With riyal 
valour they urged their ſeparate attacks; the walls 
were ſhaken by their machines; and the attempts 
of Saladin were repelled by their vigilance and 
firmneſs: Their youthful emulation triumphed | 


| pver eyery obſtacle; and the garriſon of Acre, na 


longer animated hy hope, ſubmitted to their fate, 
and opened their gates to the victors. Their lives 
and liberties were ranſomed by two hundred 
thouſand 1 of heh the city was divided 
between | 
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between the victorious kings of England and 
: France ; and each monarch eſtabliſhed a ſeparate 
and independent authority within the diſtricts al- 
ſigned him. ö 
Even in the moment off victory FE Chriſtians 
might deplore the loſs with which i it was „ 
attended; and Philip, beſides an ob: 
ſcure and nameleſs multitude, might lament the 
counts of Flanders, Bar, Blois, Sancerre, Eu, and 
Ponthieu, with a long lift of nobles of infe- 
rior rank but equal gallantry. His own health 
vas conſiderably impaired by the heat of the cli- 
mate: Although perſonally brave, the ſtateſman 
predominated in his character and he was weary 
of ſacrificing his time and intereſt on a barren 
coaſt, where he was eclipſed by the ſuperior mili- 
tary renown of Richard. The diſpute between 
Guy of Lufignan, and Conrad, marquis of Mont- 
ferrat, was indeed terminated ; Guy retained for his 
life the crown of Jeruſalem, with Jaffa and Cæ- 
ſarea; the two latter, with the title of count, he 
tranſmitted to his poſterity ; but the kingdom, 
after his deceaſe, was transferred to Conrad, and 
was to be perpetuated in his iſfue. One cauſe of 
diſcord between the rival monarchs was thus hap- 
pily removed; but the holy ſervice was till diſ- 
turbed by their national jealouſy; and the two 
factions which they protected in Paleſtine, raged 
with 


* 
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with unabated violence. The ſurrender of 8 
was the ſignal of Philip's departure, and he deter. 
mined to hoiſt his. ſails for his native coaſt. To 
the marquis of Montferrat he aſſigned that part 
of Acre, which had acknowledged his authority: 
To juſtify his unpopular deſertion, he left the duke 
of Burgundy, with five hundred knights. and ten 
thouſand foot, for the continuance of the holy 
warfare; and to the king of England he engaged 
i his ſolemn oath, not to attack his dominions or his 
voaſſals during his abſence. His voyage was proſ- 
perous; but the fidelity of the hiſtorian is com- 
pelled to reveal, with a bluſh, the perfidy of his 
conduct. Landing i in Naples, | he directed his ſteps | 
to Rome, and. unveiled the ſecret motives of his 
Ly. viſit by earneſtly, yet ineffectually, ſoliciting the 


| Roman pontiff, Celeſtin the Third, to abſolve : 
| him from the oath. which he e taken to 
| - Richard. ons 

Each tranſaction declared the rod. enmity 


With which he purſued, the ſecret terror with 
which he beheld, his royal rival. The marquis of 
Montferrat, in the hour of confidence, and in the 
midſt of Tyre, had periſhed by the dagger of 
Raſſaſſins, the ſubjects of the Sheick, or Old Man of 
the Mountain; the public voice loudly accuſed 
Richard as the author of the murder; and the 


Proof of his, innocence, a Prriended letter from 
the 


— Dro 
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i Sheick, is rejected as an abſurd and palpable 
| forgery. , Philip, above the reſt, inſinuated the. 


guilt of the king, and dreaded, or affected to 
dread, a ſimilar fate. By ſplendid preſents he en- 
deavoured. to propitiate the Old Man of the Moun- 
tain; and by the advice of his council, a faithful 
and ſelect guard, with iron maces, attended his 
perſon night and day, and ſuffered no ſtranger to 
approach him. Artful and intriguing, he cloſel7 
connected himſelf with John, the brother of 
Richard ; and the death of Iſabella, during his ab- 
ſence, diſſolving his nuptial ties, he offered his hand 
to Ingeberge, the daughter of Waldemar, and 
the ſiſter of Canute, king of Denmark ; and only 
aſked in dowry, the obſolete claim of the Danes 
upon England, and the aſſiſtance of their fleet: 
Even theſe were refuſed; and Philip conſented to 
receive with a trifling portion, a princeſs, whoſe 
birth at firſt excited the murmurs, but whoſe man- : 
ners afterwards conciliated and retained Uſe "OT 
f of his ſubjects. 9 

Full of glory, if glory is to be — 10 * 
ferocious and brutal valour, Richard 
retired from a hopeleſs war in Paleſtine, *r. 
where he had beheld, without being permitted to 
reſcue, the holy city of Jeruſalem' from the domi- 
nion of the Moſlems. His laurels were blaſted ; 
by the prudence or” envy of his companions; 'atid 

| even 


268 nis rob OF FRANCE. | 


even his perſonal freedom was violated by the 

baſe revenge of a prince who had ſerved under his 
banner, and who was irritated by a real or imagi- 
nary inſult at the ſiege of Acre. This prince was 
Leopold, duke of Auſtria, through whoſe terri- 
tories the king of England, ſhip-wrecked on the 
coaſt of Dalmatia, endeavoured to paſs in diſpuiſe. 
By Leopold he was fold to the emperor, Henry 
the Sixth, a monarch whoſe avarice could only be 
equalled by his indigence. Philip, with tranſport | 
received the tidings of his rival's captivity, and 
ſenſible how much he was intereſted in the con- 
tinuance, in vain endeavoured, by profuſe offers, 
to obtain poſſeſſion of his perſon. He renewed 
his alliance Ak J ohn of England, and declared 
war againſt Richard, contrary to the remon- 
ſtrances and inclinations of his nobles, who dif. 
played an honourable reluctance to oppreſs a 
prince, the companion of their toils in Paleſtine. 
But the avidity of Philip was not to be reſtrained 
by the ſanctity of oaths or the laws of honour 
he occupied Giſors, reduced the counties of Eu 
and Aumale, and advancing to Rouen, waſted his 
forces in the fruitleſs ſiege of that city. The me- 
naces of the pope, and the indifferent ſucceſs of 
John in England, concurred in diſpoſing Phi- 
lip to accept of the advanrageous terms which 

were offered him; and he conſented. to a peace, 
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on condition that he ſhould receive, after the re- 
leaſe of the king of England, twenty thouſand 
marks, at certain ſtipulated periods, and be im- 
mediately put in poſſeſſion of ſome caſtles, which 
he named, as — for the eg of that 
ain, | 
By the mediation of the princes of , p. 
the empire, the ranſom of the king of 293 1194 
England was 'fixed at one hundred and fifty thou- 
ſand marks of ſilver; and the zeal and compaſſion 
of his ſubjects freely contributed their wealth to 
deliver a fovereign, who had ruled them with a rod 
of iron, from the injurious bondage in which he 
was retained. The intrigues of the king of 
France to delay the moment of freedom were 
fruſtrated by the integrity of the nobles of Ger- 
many; and his ſenſations, when he found him- 
ſelf expoſed to the open reſentment of a warlikę 
prince, whom he had ſo baſely and mortally in- 
jured, may be judged from his expreſſions in a 
letter to John, Take care of yourſelf, for the 
« devil is unchained.” The emperor and the 
princes of Germany had already threatened France 
with an invaſion, unleſs her monarch conſented 
to reſtore the places of which he had deprived 
his rival; and Philip conſidering this menace as 
a declaration of war, and deſirous by his activity 
x0 anticipate the hoſtile deſigns of his adverfary, 
entered 


* 
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entered Normandy with a powerful army. He 
| had already inveſted Verneuil, when he was 
alarmed with the intelligence that John had recon. 
ciled himſelf to his brother, maſſacred the French 
garriſon in Evreux, and delivered it into the hands 
of the king of England; and that Richard him. 
ſelf, with a formidable force, had landed at Bar- 
fleur, and, impatient for action, and eager for re- 
venge, was rapidly advancing to the relief of Ver- 
neuil. With a light body of troops, the king 
of France, by an unexpected march, ſurpriſed 
again the city of Evreux, and the lives of the 
Engliſh garriſon were ſacrificed to expiate the per- 
fidy of John: But this advantage afforded Philip 
u a vain and tranſient triumph; the main body of 
his army, which ſtill remained before Verneuil, 
aſtoniſhed at the abſence of their king, and diſ- 
mayed at the approach of Richard, diſbanded in 
confuſion; and Philip himſelf on his return, nar- 
rowly eſcaped the purſuit of his rival. 


5 Ihe language of peace on each fide 
x 25 D. 1194. 
5 accompanied the preparations for war; 
| but the feeble voice of the former was drowned 
by the ſound of the trumpet; and the hoſtile 
monarchs approached each other near Fretteval, 
between Chateaudun and Vendome. Philip was 
ſtill deſirous of avoiding a deciſive battle, and 


concealed his intentions of retreat by a defiance 


* 
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to the king of England, oy That the next morning | 
« he might expect his attack. But Richard- pe- 
| netrated into the artifice of his rival; his anſwer 
was firm, and his meaſures prompt ; and the king 
of France had ſcarce welcomed the return of his 
meſſenger, before he heard the ſhouts and beheld - 
the banners of the Engliſh. The French were 
broken by the ſudden and inpetuous charge, .and - 
Philip fled before the ſword of the lion-hearted 
Richard. His baggage, his military cheſt, with 
the moſt important papers of the State, were the 
prey of the victor; and the latter, which Richard 
would never conſent to reſtore, were but imper- 
fectly ſupplied by the memory of his miniſters. 

Richard himſelf entered Guienne with 
his victorious army, and reduced the 
| caſtles which had revolted. During the courſe 
of ſeveral months, fruitleſs negociations were in- 
terrupted by deſultory enterpriſes ; Dieppe was 

ſurpriſed and pillaged by Philip; Iſſoudun was aſ- 
| faulted and captured by Richard; and the ſubjects 
of each might deplore, with reaſon, the unabated 
rage which burned in the boſoms of their indignant 
ſovereigns, and delivered France and Normandy 
to the miſeries of war. That rage was at length 
rather ſuſpended than extinguiſhed by their mutual 
weakneſs ; they liſtened to the voice of reaſon, 
and the remonſtrances of the legate of the pope ; 
6 | 1 and 


A. D. 1195. 
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the delivery of Alice to her brother Philip; and 


yet their intereſts yielded to their unbridled paſ- 
ſions, and fix months had ſcarce elapſed before the 
_ treaty of Louviers was violated. Richard had 


Aumale; but his progreſs was checked by Richard 


his character: He attached the count of Toulouſe 


hopes of recovering the county of Artois; and he 


8 


and à truce for ſix months was followed by a 
treaty of peace, which from the place where it 


Vas concluded, has been called the peace of Lou- 
viers: The principal article it contained, be- 


ſides reſtoring the places taken on each ſide, was 


the Helen, of France and England was permitted, 
after occaſioning the effuſion of ſo much blood, 
to beſtow her hand on the count of Ponthieu. 
1 The intereſts of the two kings had 
1196, 1199. reciprocally inclined them to peace; 


razed the fortreſs of a vaſſal belonging to Philip; 
and the king of France; in defence of his depen- 
ant, invaded Normandy, and poſſeſſed himſelf of 


at the head of a ſmall but veteran body of forces. 
In the courſe of this conteſt, the Engliſh monarch 
diſplayed a degree of policy hitherto unknown to 


to his party, by giving him in marriage his ſiſter 
Jane, the widow of William, king of Sicily; he 
inflamed Baldwin, count of Flanders, with the 


inſinuated to the miniſters of Arthur, the ſon of 


his brother ar and who inherited the county 
5 of 


HISTORY OF FRANCE. 273 


of Brittany, the probability of his being appointed . 
his ſucceſſor in the throne of. England: While 
Philip, on the other hand, ſeemed to have changed 
diſpofitions. with his rival, and acted with the i in- 
conſiderate levity of an inexperienced W 
Arras was beſieged by the count of Flanders; 
and the French king, with a numerous army, ad- 
vanced to the relief of it. Baldwin, incapable of _ 
oppoſing with any probability of ſucceſs the ſu- 
perior forces of France, retreated before them; 
and Philip purſued him with improvident, ardour 
through a country interſected with deep ditches 
and incloſures, - But his numbers ſerved only to 
augment his confuſion and diſtreſs; unable either 
to advance or retire, he himſelf was affailed by 
the ſlow but certain attacks of famine; and was 
ſolely extricated from the danger which ſurrounded 
him, by the moderation of the count, and by 
| his own ſpecious promiſes. Baldwin improved 
the opportunity to mediate between the contend- 
ing monarchs, and a truce of a twelvemonth | 
was granted at his interceſſion. On the expira- 
tion of that term the operations of war were re- 
commenced with increaſe of vigour ; - and. only 
ſuſpended at the holy voice of pope Innocent 
the Third, To his remonſtrances, five years of 
_ relutant tranquillity were granted; and before 
this ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities could ripen into a 
„% / ſolid 
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ſolid peace, Richard himſelf received a mortal 
' wound as he preſſed the ſiege of Chalus, to 
extort from his vaſſal Aymar, viſcount | of Li- 
moges, a treaſure which that nobleman had 
found. 

A. p. The 4 of Richard kerry Philip 
11955 1800. from a formidable competitor ; but his 
own. imprudence allowed him not to enjoy this 
ſhort reſpite from foreign commotion, and he 
was already embarraſſed by cares of a more do- | 
meſtic nature. The night that delivered Inger- 
berge to his arms had extinguiſhed the flame of his 
| affection ; the virtues of the princeſs were not ca- 
pable of affecting the dark mind of her huſband; 
and at his command ſhe retired to a monaſtery 
_ vith the eſteem of a people who revered her mo- 

deſty, her piety, and her patience. -Subſervient 
prelates, obedient to the powerful voice of their 
ſovereign, were readily found to oratify his wiſhes 
by a ſentence of divorce,” under pretence of con- 
ſanguinity; and the king, three years after his 
marriage with Ingerberge, eſpouſed Agnes, the 
daughter of the duke of Dalmatia. But the 
reſentment of the Dane was arouſed by the indig- 
nity offered to his ſiſter; he appealed to the ſa- 
cred and omnipotent tribunal of Rome; and, after 
a variety of fentences, Philip was at length 
R to reſign the poſſeſſion of Agnes, and 
to 
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( 


to re- call Ingerberge from the convent to the 
throne. The mind of Agnes was too ſenſible of 
| diſgrace to ſurvive the opprobrious deciſion ; ſhe 
ſunk beneath the weight of her grief; and the 
court of Rome, which had exiled her from the 
bed of her huſband, * legitimated her ſon and 

daughter, the fruits of their connection. 

John, on the death of Richard, had occupied 
the vacant throne of his brother; but 5 
the crown of England was claimed by 
Arthur, duke of Brittany, the grandſon of Ele 
the Second, by his third ſon Geoffrey. His 
inexperienced years were guided by the manly 
counſels of his - mother Conſtance, -a princeſs 
haughty and implacable, bold and turbulent. 
Anjou, Touraine, and Maine acknowledged the 
juriſdiction - of Arthur; and the important town 
of Angers was delivered by the governor into 
his hands. In ſupport of his title, Philip entered 
Normandy, and ravaged with impartial rapacity 
| the country that he claimed for his youthful ally; 
while John, with a- conſiderable army, inveſted 
the capital of Maine; and after reducing it, 
razed the walls of the city as an inſtance of terror 
to the other towns that might be inclined to 
follow the example of Mans, and to erect the 
ſtandard of rebellion. But doubtful of the ſtrength 
his ſword, he preferred the arts of negociation. 
8 T 2 0 


A. D. 1209. ; 
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To Lewis, the eldeſt ſon of the king of France, 
he. offered his niece Blanch, the daughter of Alonzo, 
king of Caſtile, and promiſed to entail on that 
Princeſs, in caſe he died without iſſue, all his 
dominions in France : To Philip he immediately 
ceded the Vexin, in Normandy ;- and the French 
monarch, happy in terms which exceeded his moſt 
ſanguine expectations, acceded to the propoſal, 
and abandoned the ſupport of Arthur, who was 
compelled to renew his e to 5 ſor the 
county of Brittany. wr if. 

A.D. The manners of a W age had 
3200, 1202.  alraady- looſened the ſacred bands of 
- matrimony ; and a voluptuous. prince like John, 
heſitated not to divorce his preſent conſort from his 
bed, and to raiſe to it Iſabel D'Angouleme, whoſe 
charms had inflamed his paſſions, and whoſe hand 
was engaged to Hugh, count of March. But the 
ſubjects of John already conſpired againſt a ca- 
pricious and oppreſſive reign; the count of March. 
reſented the indignity that had been offered him; 
and Philip once more prepared to ſupport the con- 
venient title of Arthur. That prince, with the 

treaſures of France, raiſed a conſiderable army, and 
inveſted the queen dowager Eleanor in Mirabeau, 
a ſity of Poitou. John, emerging from his na- 
tural indolence, haſtened to the relief of his mo- 


8 cher: Arthur was ſurpriſed, and after a gallant re- 
C4 | | |  kiſtance, - 


4 
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ſiſtance, was taken priſoner by his uncle; che 
caſtle of Falaiſe was allotted at firſt for his reſi- 
dence; he was thence removed to Rouen; and 
the manner of his death, which plainly evinced 
the royal hand that haſtened it, inſtead of eſta· 
bliſhing, ſhook the throne of W to its. N 
foundations. 2 
The policy of Philip * 5 Me to "IB 
avenge the death of the youth whom he - 2202, 1204 
had abandoned when alive ; ; John, as his vaſſal, 
was ſummoned to anſwer the charge. of murder, 
before the court of peers at Paris, On his' refuſal; 
all the lands which he held as fiefs of the crown. 
of France were declared forfeited, Theſe forms 
might ſanction the - proceedings of Philip; but 
other meaſures were requiſite to diſpoſſeſs the 
powerful maſter of N ormandy; and in a field of 
battle, not in 2 court of Juſtice, the differences 
of monarchs are to be decided. T he ſtandard of 
France was again beheld in Normandy ; ; and an 
indignant people, -who ſcorned the cyrant and the 
aſſaſſin, impatiently crowded to join it. . The gates 
of Alengon,:Conches, Andeli, and Vaudreuil, were 
opened at his approach; the forts along the banks 
of the Loire diſplayed the colours of Philip; and 
Chateau Gaillard, a caſtle erected by Richard on 
the banks of the Seine, and ſuppoſed to be im- 
pregnable, aſter a ſiege of ſix months, was taken 
by the king of France. | 
„„ i T he 
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The inactivity of the king of England aſtoniſhed 
his enemies, and extinguiſhed the hopes of his 


friends: He had indeed aſſembled a powerful ar- 


mament for the relief of Chateau Gaillard; but 


| his fleet was delayed by adverſe winds, and his 
foldiers betrayed themſelves to ruin by their own 


rapacity. Satisfied with this effort, he relapſed i into 


huis former indifference; ; while Philip inveſted 


Rouen, which capitulated ; re-united Normandy 
to the kingdom of France; and with the excep- 


tion of Chinon, which held out till the enſuing 


ſummer, completed the conqueſt of —_ 9298 


and Touraine. 


A. p. Guy of Fours, who by his marriage 
3205, 3206. with Conſtance, the mother of prince 


Arthur, had obtained the duchy of Brittany, be- 
held with a jealous eye the encreaſing power of 


the king of France, which threatened to over- 
whelm the vaſſals of the crown. His reſent- 


ment againft the aſſaſſin of Arthur was ſacrificed 


to his intereſt; he renounced the party of Philip, 


and endeavoured to rouze the inſenſible John 


from the lap of indolence. For 'a moment, the 


king of England ſeemed awakened from his 


trance ; he landed at Rochelle with a formidable 


| force, ſucceſsfully affaulted the town of Angers, 


and might have once more reſtored his wain- 
ing fortune. "= the * * was 
D N again 
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again blaſted by his levity : Impatient of the toils 
of war, he concluded a truce for two years; and 
the duke of Brittany, abandoned to the mercy - of 
Philip, was compelled to ſubſcribe the humilia- 
ting conditions impoſed by that haughty mo- 
wack, OE 1 
The arms of France had been en- 4 5. 
geaged in extending the dominions and 1206, 1209. 
augmenting the authority of her ſovereign; they 
were now diverted to gratify the holy ambition of 
the ſucceſſors of St. Peter, and to check the pro- 
greſs of hereſy. Raymond, count of Toulouſe, 
tolerated in his principality the unbounded free- 
dom of religious opinion; and the court of 
Rome launched her thunders againſt a ſe& who 
rejected her tenets, and whom, from their inha- 
biting near Albi, had obtained the name of Albi- 
geois. The banner of the croſs, which had been 
unfurled againſt the infidels of Aſia, was, at the 


command of Innocent the Third, diſplayed for the 


deſtruction of the diſſenters of Europe; the pious 
commiſſion, though publickly declined, was pri- 
yately connived at by Philip; and the county of 
Toulouſe was ſucceſſively abandoned to the ſacred 
ſword of Eudes, duke of Burgundy, and the de- 
vout batbarity of Simon de Montfort. 
The ſame weapon which the Roman A. D. 
pontiff had ſo advantageoully employed , 3214: 
FT 4  _— 
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againſt the Albigeois, he was determined to uy 
the temper of againſt England. John had re. 
fuſed to admit cardinal Langton as legate from 
the holy Tee; and the reſentment of Innocent ex- 
communicated the king, and delivered his do. 
minions to the firſt: invader. ' Philip readily de- 
clared himſelf the champion of the papal autho- 
rity; his ſon Lewis had privately aſſumed the 
_ croſs againſt the Albigeois; and his father was 
willing to divert his zeal to an enterpriſe which 
promiſed a more fruitful harveſt. But the pre. 
parations of Philip were ſcarce complete before 
the wrath of the pope was extinguiſhed by the ab- 
ject ſubmiſſion of John: That prince, in the prof. 
trate poſture of humility, condeſcended to de- 
liver his crown into, and to receive it again from, 
the hands of the pope's legate. This act of vaſ- 
ſalage was rewarded by the ſucceſſor of St. Peter 
with abſolution'; but the people beheld with in- 
dignation the degrading ceremony, and the hatred 
for their ſovereign was loſt in contempt. 5 

Although Philip had readily aſſumed 
his arms at the voice of the Roman 
pontiff, he was not inclined to abandon, at the 
ſame command, an enterpriſe which his intereſt 
recommended. He might have deſpiſed the cen- 
ſures of the court of Rome, but he was embarraſſed 


by the intrigues and preparations of the king of 
ae: + a0 eg 


A. D. 1213. 
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England: That prince awakened from che trance 
ol indolence by his immediate danger, covered the 
ſea with his fleets, and filled every court with ne- 
gociations hoſtile to France. The counts of Flan- 
ders, Bologne, and Toulouſe, confederated with 
Otho, emperor of Germany; and confident of ſuc- 
ceſs, already divided in imagination the domini- 
ons of Philip. That monarch firſt turned his 
arms againſt the count of Flanders, inveſted 
Ghent, and blocked d up, with his naval forces, the 
port of Dantzic; but he was ſoon compelled to 
raiſe the ſiege with loſs; three hundred of his 
ſhips were deſtroyed by the fleets of John; and 
the king of England having extended his devaſ- 
tations as far as the frontiers of Britany, retired 
to Parthegais, in Poitou, to wait wy proſe of 
his allies in Flanders, ; 

Philip. ſenſible that it was more | honourable, 
and not .more dangerous, boldly to encounter his 
enemies in the field than tamely to expect their 
attack, marched to meet the forces of the confe- 

derates. The hoſtile armies approached each 
other near Tournay; and the village of Bouvines 
has given its name to a battle memorable ſor the 
rank, the valour, and the numbers of the com- 
batants. Under the ſtandard of Philip marched 
fifty thouſand men, led by the duke of Burgun- 


dy, the county of Dreus, Nevers, Sancerre, - 
Pome 
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Ponthieu, and St. Paul, The various hoſt which 
followed Otho was ſwelled to a larger amount, 
and was animated by the preſence of the dukes of 
Limburgh, Brabant, and Lorrain, the counts of 
Namur, Flanders, and Bologne, with the earl of 
Saliſbury. The conflict was fierce, bloody, and 
for a long time doubtful ; the fortune of France 
and Germany alternately prevailed ; Philip him- 
ſelf, wounded in the throat and dragged from his 
| horſe, was in danger of being trampled to death; 
Otho was ſurrounded and captured by his ene- 
mies, and reſcued with difficulty. But the valour 
of the French triumphed over every obſtacle ; 
the ſun which ſhone on their backs, dazzled the 
eyes of their adverſaries ; preſſed on all ſides, the 
confederates endeavoured in vain to retire; a gra- 
dual retreat was ſoon converted into a haſty and 
tumultuous flight; and the counts of Flanders and 
Bologne deplored in chains their rafhneſs or their 
guilt, Vet the victory of Bouvines ſerved more 
eminently to diſplay the policy of Philip: He was 
ſenſible the late formidable conſpiracy was formed 
rather by jealouſy of his own power than a re- 
gard for John; he was willing to diſarm the ſuſ- 
_ picions of his ſubje&ts; and weary of command- 
ing an army where the troops of the crown bore 
but a ſmall proportion to thoſe of his vaſſals, he 
_ conſented to a truce for five pen and determined 
aſſiduouſiy 
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afſiduouſly to employ that interval in amaſſing 
treaſures that might enable him to ſupport an 
independent and regular body of forces. 

On the defeat of his allies, John had , 
repaſſed the feas to England; and the 1213, 2277. 
tranquillity which he might have derived from the 
late truce was overwhelmed by a torrent of civil 
commotions. The Engliſh barons had erected 
the ſtandard of oppoſition; and their rights were 
vindicated from the oppreſſion of the tyrant by 
the celebrated charter, the bulwark of Engliſh 
liberty, which ſince has been known by the name 
of Macna CrarTa, It was ſcarcely ſubſcribed 
before it was violated by the faithleſs monarch ; 
the pope, to whom his ſubmiſſiye conduct had en- 
deared him, abſolved him from his oath ; and the 
| barons deceived, ſurpriſed, and incapable alone of 
encountering the royal forces, invited to their af- 
ſiſtance, and ſtimulated by the offer of the crown 
of England, Lewis, the eldeſt fon of the king of 
France, That prince endeavoured to conceal 
the claim of conqueſt under the ſhadow of a title 
from his conſort Blanch, the grand-daughter of 
Henry the Second; and his preparations- were 
powerfully but privately forwarded by his father 
Philip, who ſtill affected inviolably to maintain 
the truce he had concluded. While he furniſhed 


the a prince with a ae armament, 
he 
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he prohibited him from interfering in the diſſen- 
ſions of England; and Lewis, defying the vain 
thunders of the vatican, ſailed from Calais, land- 
ed at Sandwich, and was received with open arms 
by the diſcontented nobles, His ſucceſs was ra- 
pid, brilliant, and tranſient ; Rocheſter ſubmitted, 
London hailed him as her deliverer and her ſove- 
reign, and for a moment his reign and authority 
ſeemed permanently eſtabliſhed: But this gleam 
of proſperity was ſoon over-cJouded ; he was com- 
pelled ſucceſſively to - relinquiſh the fieges of 
Windſor and Dover Caſtles with diſgrace. The 
ſudden death of if ohn re- united the barons in their 
allegiance to his infant ſon Henry ; and Lewis re- 
luctantly eyacuated a capital which he had occu- 
pied too haſtily. - His diſtreſs induced him to con- 
ſent to a truce; at the expiration of it he renewed 
his fruitleſs efforts; but the fleet he had aſſembled 
was intercepted by the Engliſn; his forces were 
defeated in a battle near Lincoln; and the pru- 
dent meaſures which were purſued by the earl of 
Pembroke, the regent of England, were attended 
by a peace, the articles of which ſtipulated the 
reſtoration to Henry of the Engliſh caſtles till. 
occupied by Lewis, and his influence to pro- 
cure the reſtitution of N ormandy, from his. fa- 
ther Philip; or in caſe of his failing in that en- 
er, his ſolemn promiſe o Kelkver it ta 


I | the 
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the Engliſh monarch whenever he ſhould ſucceed 3 
to the throne of France. 2 
The ſentence of excommunication 3 D. | 
which had been | denounced by the 912. 
pope againſt prince Lewis on his invading Eng- 
land, was repealed by his legate; 'and Philip, 
after ſome defultory attempts againſt that king- 
dom, conſented to another truce for four years. 
The troubles in Toulouſe were again revived by 
the fury of perſecution; the patience of the peo- 
ple was exhauſted by the inhumanity of Simon 
de Montfort, and their deſpair at length proved 
fatal to Simon himſelf. ' At the earneſt intreaty 
of the Roman pontiff, Honorius the Third, Lewis 
was permitted by his father to unfurl the ban« 
ner of the croſs, and to march againſt the Albi- 
geois. His efforts were baffled, and his progreſs 
checked, by a race of enthuſiaſts deſtitute of 
hope and incapable of fear; and he was recalled 
from an unprofitable field, which afforded not a 
fingle leaf of laurel, by the prudence of a parent 
anxious for the tottering reputation of his ſon. 
That parent, at length, approached 
the end of his long and ſplendid career. 
Amauri de Montfort, inflamed with religious zeal 
and hereditary enmity againſt the ſectaries of the 
church, who were ſtained with the blood of his 


father, and to engage Lewis with more ardour in 
| the 


A. D. 1223. 
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the holy warfare, propoſed to reſign to the-crown 
of France his rights to the duchy of Narbonne, 
the county. of Toulouſe, and all thoſe lands which 
pope Innocent the Third had fo liberally beſtowed 
8 Simon de Montfort in the council of Late- 
This important offer was referred to an aſ- 
embly of the nobles and clergy, at Paris; and as 
Philip, with the intention of being preſent him- 
ſelf, purſued his journey from his new acquiſitions 
in Normandy to his capital, he was arreſted by 
death at the town of Mante, in the forty-fourth 
year of his reign, and in the fifty-ninth of his 
age. As a general, his reputation at leaſt equalled 
that of his contemporaries; and the ingenuity 
with which he invented a variety of warlike en- 
gines, for the deſtruction of the human race, may 
be either applauded or regretted. But the cha- 
rafter of the hero was ſurpaſſed by that of the 
ſtateſman; his policy extended the narrow limuts 
of kingly power; ; and his ſucceſſors on the throne 
of France were indebted to Philip for che inder 
they attained. ö 
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REIGN AND DEATH OF LEWIS THE EIGHTH ;—19 | 


SUCCEEDED BY HIS SON, LEWIS THE NINTH.— 
' REGENCY OF QUEEN - BLANCH. — LEWIS AS= 
SUMES THE CROSS, AND EMBARKS FOR EGYPT. 
— REDUCES DAMIEVTA j — 18 DEFEATED, AND 
TAKEN PRISONER BY THE INFIDELS; — RAN- 


SOMED, AND RETURNS TO FRANCE, — CON-, 


QUEST OF SICILY BY THE COUNT OF ANJOU, — 
LEWIS ENGAGES. A SECOND TIME IN 4 HOLY 
wan; — LANDS, AND EXPIRES ON THE COAST 
OF AFRICA. 


L EWTIS the Eighth was ſcarcely - es 
ſeated on the throne of France, before Henry 
the Third, of England, demanded by a ſolemn 
embaſſy the reſtoration of the dominions which his 
father had poſſeſſed in France, and which Lewis 


had bound himſelf by oath to ſurrender. But 


the hour of danger was paſſed; and the. French 


monarch was not deſtitute of plaufible pretences 


to conceal his want of faith. In the language of 
recrimi- 
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8 1: recrimination; he urged that he En | 
had not been confirmed in'thoſe' privileges which | 
_ the treaty ſtiptlated, and that a heavy ranſom had 


been unjuſtly extorted from the French priſoners, 
Senfible that the diſpute muſt be decided by 

„he extended his nggociations With foreign 
a ; and fortified by the alliances of Frede- 
trick, emperor of Germany, and Hugh, count of 
March, who had married the queen dowager of 
England, he immediately invaded Poitou. Niort 
and Rochelle were gradually and ſucceſſively 
reduced; and Bourdeaux, with the country be- 
yond the river Garonne, were all that remained 


of the extenſive territories formerly poſſeſſed by 


England. To preſerve theſe, Henry conferred on 
his brother Richard, earl of Cornwall, the title of 
count of Poitou, and furniſhed him with a for- 
midable ſquadron, and a conſiderable body of 
forces, to ſupport his new dignity. The inhabi- 
tants of Poitou, flattered by the preſence of a 
prince of the blood royal, crowded to his ſtand- 
ard: The ſpirit of oppoſition was revived; the 
career of Lewis was checked; and that monarch, 
impatient to engage in a new enterpriſe, 1 
eld to a truce for three ears {36s 

a The court of Rome weng Dol. 


5 2224, mas. cited the king of France to 'reſume 


the croſs, and p99 to. o march/againſt the Albi- 
e 
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geois. The memory of his former inglorious 8 
campaign en daes him for a moment, but 
the vehemence of the pope triumphed over all 
oppoſition: On this occaſion Lewis thought fit to 
accept the offer of Amauri de Montfort; and in 
return for the ceſſion of the claims which he de- 
rived from the liberality of the Roman pontiff, 
Montfort received the promiſe of the poſt of Con- 
ſtable, as ſoon as it ſnould become vacant. The 
thunders of the Vatican had already been launched 
| againſt the count of Toulouſe and his adherents, , 
and the king of France prepared to ſupport theſe 
ſpiritual cenſures with a powerful army: From 
Lyons he directed his march along the banks of 
the Rhone, and inveſted Avignon with fifty thou- 
ſand! men. The inhabitants, animated by de- 
ſpair, defended themſelves with obſtinate valour ; 
and the king, after the loſs of the braveſt of 
his troops, was forced to grant that capitulation at 
laſt, which he had refuſed at firſt. With a har- 
raſſed and diſpirited army, he turned from the 
hoſtile walls of Toulouſe; and in his retreat was 
ſeized at Montpenſier with a mortal diſtemper, 
which terminated a reign of three, and a life of 
thirty-nine years. 17 
Lewis the Ninth, who * the 
pious ſurname of Saint, was ſcarce 
eight years old when his father expired; and 
. © : his 


A. D. I 126. 
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his tender age was entruſted to the. care of his 
mother, Blanch, the daughter of Alonzo, king 
of Caſtile : That princeſs aſſumed the reins of 
government, and held them with more than fe- 
male firmneſs. Inſtead of vainly lamenting over 
the tomb of her late conſort, ſhe employed the 
immediate moments to ſecure the crown and re- 
gal authority of her ſon. The youthful king was 
crowned at Rheims by the biſhop of Soiſſons; 

and, ſenſible of the intrigues of the nobles, Who 
had long regretted the diminution of their former 
independence, and who beheld with pleaſure the 
favourable opportunity which now preſented itſelf, 
ſhe prepared to encounter their arts with * 
arms. 

The moſt 1 of the "= OT whoſe 
ſecret counſels and open preparations threatened 
the tranquillity of the kingdom, and ſhook the 
very foundations of the throne, were, Philip, fur- 
named Hurſpel, rude, the ſon of Philip-Auguſtus, 
by Agnes the daughter of the duke of Dalmatia; 
| and who, from the affection of his father, derived 
the title of count of Clermont, and from his 
marriage that of count of Bologne : Joanna, 

counteſs of Flanders, who from the impriſonment 
of her huſband Ferdinand after the battle of Bou- 
vines, governed that province with -independent 
authority, and purſued with implacable hatred 
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the queen-dowager: : Peter de Dreux, the grand- . 
fon of Robert, the fourth ſon of Lewis the Grofs, 
and who, as the huſband of Conſtance, ruled with 
the title of count the fertile country of Brittany : 
Thibaud, count of Champagne, who prefumed to 
profeſs himſelf the perſonal admirer of Blanch, 
and whoſe 'vanity and jealouſy armed him againſt 
her adminiſtration : Raymond, count of Toulouſe, 
| whoſe dominions had lately been devoted to reli- 
gious perſecution, and who fought for peace 
amidſt the calamities of war; and Berenger, count 
of Provence, whoſe honourable revolt was actuated 
by the fincere and ſteady friendſhip which he had 
ever profeſſed and maintained to the count of 
Toulouſe, The private motives of the confede- 
rates were veiled by the pretence of public good; 
and their demands were recommended by their 
apparent moderation. They required, before 
they yielded their homage to the king, that the 
queen ſhould ſecure to them the inviolable 
maintenance of . thoſe laws to which, by birth; 


ſhe was a ſtranger; that ſhe ſhould reſtore the 


eſtates which had been confiſcated during the for- 
mer reign; and that ſhe ſhould releaſe the pri- 
ſoners of _ POE Ferdinand, count of 
Flanders. - 
Blanch, determined to preſerve che A.D. 
dignity of the crown entruſted to her nn; 
U 2 | care 
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care pure and immaculate, rejected their de- 
mands; and while the diligently collected a ſmall 
but well - diſciplined body of forces, ſhe con- 
deſcended to employ every ſpecies of art, and to 
exert the influence of her charms. The count 
of Champagne was rather allured to her ſide, 
than awed by her power; the counteſs of Flan- 
ders was embarraſſed by the releaſe of her huſ- 


band, which decency compelled her to require, 


but intereſt. prompted her to dread ; while Fer- 
dinand diſplayed, with perſevering fidelity, his 
gratitude to his royal deliverer. By a prudent 
diſtribution of favours, the minds of the conſpi- 
rators were ſoothed and conciliated ; the ceremony 
of homage was gradually acquieſced in; and the 
tempeſt which had threatened to ſubvert the infant 
authority of Lewis, was for a moment huſhed and 
appeaſed. 

d this calm W deceitful ; and 
1229, 1233. while Blanch flattered herſelf with the 
proſpect of returning tranquillity, the ſtorm burſt 


forth with redbubled violence. Philip, count of 


Bologne, who had ſecretly nurſed the hopes of 
the conſpirators, now openly erected the ſtandard 
of rebellion, and even aſpired to mount the throne 
of France. Diſappointed. in his attempt to ſeize 
the perſon of the king, he endeavoured to de- 


Jude the queen with a ſmall and inadequate force 
into 


, HISTORY OF FRANCE. 293 
into the hoſtile county of Brittany ; but the ſnare 
vas diſcovered to Blanch by the affection of the 
count of Champagne; and when the confederates 
hoped to ſecure their important prize, their mea- 
ſures were again diſconcerted by the appearance of 
that nobleman, at the head of a ſuperior army. 
The queen ſeized the moment of ſucceſs to ne- 
gociate with the count of Bologne ; ſhe: con- 
vinced him that his real intereſt was to main- 
tain the authority of the king, his nephew]; ſhe un- 
folded the ſecret deſigns of the confederates ; and 
plainly proved, that while they flattered his am- 
bition with the proſpe& of royalty, their inclina- 
tions were unanimouſly directed towards Engue- 
rand de Coucy, a nobleman conſpicuous above 
his contemporaries for his virtues and abilities. 
Philip conſented to exchange his viſionary hopes 
of a crown for the ſolid emoluments of a penſion. 
The intrigues of Blanch extended even to the 
court of London; and the ' miniſters of Henry 
_ were, by ſplendid preſents and artful gratifications, 
induced to ſubſcribe a truce for three years, while 
the count of Brittany was humbled by the arms of 
the queen, and rehictantly ſubmitted to the humi- 
liating language of feigned penitence. 

In the lapſe of theſe various commo- , p. 
tions, the king himſelf had attained the 1233, 1242. 
age of nineteen years; and at the command of 
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his mother, he beſtowed his hand on Manns, 
the daughter of the count of Provence: Yet 
Blanch ftill maintained her former aſcendancy ; 
and the count of Brittany, who had preſumed 
once more to provoke her reſentment, was re- 


duced, proſtrate on the ground, and with a rope 


about his neck, to implore the pardon of Lewis. 


The vanity of Thibaud, count of Champagne, 
| had engaged him in freſn intrigues; his reſiſt- 
ance was inglorious, his ſubmiſſion abject; and the 


nobles, baffled in their ſucceſſive enterpriſes, aſ- 
ſu med the croſs, and in the wars of Paleſtine 
found employment for their turbulent and reſtleſs 
valour. On their return they reſumed their fac- 
tious cabals ; and the counts of March and Brit- 
tany renewed their negociations with Henry of 


England, a prince, weak, fickle, and indigent. 


His-feeble aid ſerved only to augment the glory 
of Lewis, who in two ſeparate engagements tri- 
umphed over his revolted ſubjects. The count of 
Toulouſe was the laſt who defied his arms; even 
his ſpirit was at length ſubdued, and he was 


happy to obtain from the clemency of the king, 


terms which permitted him the peaceable enjoy- 
ment of his dominions, but at the ſame time pre- 
cluded him from future oppoſition; while Lewis 
beheld himſelf peaceably eſtabliſned on the throne, 
and inveſted with the ſame royal prerogative as 

1 !: 12000 
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his father Philip had poſſeſſed in the . of 
his power. | 
Two regulations proclaim the pru- p. 
dence and policy of Lewis. The firſt, 2242» 1246. 
under pretence of preventing ſtrangers from in- 
heriting lands in France to the prejudice of the 
natives, precluded the nobles from marrying their 
daughters to foreigners, and reſtrained them from 
increaſing their influence by connections and al- 

liances with the neighbouring powers. The ſecond 
compelled the vaſſals of the crowns of France and 
England, to determine to which ſovereign they 
would yield homage ; and finally aboliſhed the 
dangerous cuſtom of adhering: to either, as their 
caprice or intereſt ſuggeſted. Yet even in this 
edict, the humanity of Lewis was conſpicuous, 

and his juſtice indemnified thoſe who adhered to 
him for the lands that they forfeited, I ſeceding 

from the king of England. | | 


A dangerous indiſpoſition, which 
menaced the life of Lewis, was pro- 
ductive of a fatal vow to march in perſon againſt 
the infidels, whoſe ſucceſſive victories had over- 
whelmed the Chriſtians of the eaſt: Yet the blind 
zeal which induced him to deſcend from his 
throne to ſeek the adventures of a ſpiritual knight- 
errant, did not prevent him from concerting his 
meaſures with the utmoſt prudence and —_ 
7 U 4 - 


A. D. 1247. 
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To ſecure the tranquillity of his kingdom during 
his abſence, he engaged the turbulent counts of 
March and Brittany to ſhare with him the merits 
of the holy warfare. In conformity with the 
general practice, he publiſhed that he was ready 
to redreſs every injury he had offered; and the 
king of England demanded by his brother, the 
earl of Cornwall, the duchy of Normandy, and 
the reſt of thoſe territories in France, of which 
\ he had been unjuſtly deſpoiled: To the biſhops 
of that duchy the application was referred; and 
the general character of Lewis allows us to ſup- 
poſe his refuſal the reſult of their deciſion: Vet 
Henry conſented to renew the truce between the 
two kingdoms ; and the French monarch, after 
entruſting to his mother Blanch the reins of 80- 
vernment, prepared for his departure. . 
To furniſh an armament equal to 
the arduous enterpriſe, France was ex- 
hauſted of troops and treaſures: The ſea was 
whitened with eighteen hundred ſails; and nine 
thouſand five hundred horſe, and one hundred 
and thirty thouſand foot, have been computed as 
the number of the martial pilgrims. Margaret 
ſhared the dangers of her royal conſort ; and his 
two brothers, Robert count of Artois, and Charles 
count of Anjou, and afterwards king of Naples, 
were the een of ie toils. The fleet with 
| favourable 
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_ favourable winds. reached the coaſt of Cyprus; 
the troops were diſembarked on the friendly ſhore; 


and during the ſeverity of winter, their ſtrength 


was recruited and their health reſtored by che 
plenty of that iſland. 

On the approach of Gals it was 
determined to commence the opera- 
tions of war; and it was hoped that Paleſtine might 
be ſubdued in Egypt, a country from which the 
Moſlems derived the moſt. effectual ſupport. 


A. D. 1249. 


After a proſperous voyage, the fleet caſt an- 


chor in the mouth of the Nile; and Lewis, in 
complete armour, the Oriflame waving before 
him, leaped foremoſt on the beach. The ſtrong 


city of Damietta, which for ſixteen months had 


formerly withſtood the aſſaults of the Chriſtians, 
was abandoned by the trembling infidels on the 
firſt attack; but that town was the firſt and 
laſt of his conqueſts. A ruinous delay introduced 
into the camp the ſeeds of an epidemical diſeaſe; 


and the progreſs of the Franks, whoſe columns 


pointed towards Cairo, the capital of Egypt, was 
impeded by an unſeaſonable inundation of the 


% 


Nile. Under the eye of their intrepid monarch, 


the barons and knights of France diſplayed their 


invincible. contempt of danger and of diſcipline; 


the count of Artois, with about two thouſand of 
the flower of the army, paſſed the deep and 


rapid 
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of diſeaſe and famine; and à ſhower of Greek 


rapid ſtream ; and with 8 inconſiderate valour 


ruſhed towards, and ſtormed the town of Maf. 
ſoura. But the momentary conſternation of the 
inhabitants was diſpelled by the intelligence that 
the main body of the French was ſtill ſeparated 
by the Nile from the raſh aſſailants. The flying 
Moſlems were rallied by a ſoldier who deſetved, 
and who afterwards uſurped, the ſceptre ; and 


before the Chriſtians could. arrive to the ſupport 


of their van-guard, the count of Artois and his 
fearleſs companions had effaced, by a glorious 
death; the fatal error of impetuous courage. The 
battle was with difficulty reſtored, and the Sara. 
cens were at length compelled to relinquiſh the 
Field to the daring warriors of France, animated by 


the example of their gallant monarch, 


But the unprofitable victory ſerved only to aug- 
ment the diſtreſs of the Franks; and they too 
plainly diſcerned that the utmoſt efforts of mili- 
tary {kill and valour were of no avail. By theſe 
efforts their fate might be procraſtinated, but it 


could not be averted. From the increaſing num- 


bers of the infidels, they were compelled to ſhelter 


\ themſelves in a ſtrong camp; while the Nile was 


commanded by the Egyptian gallies, and the open 


- EQUNTFY by the Arabs. All proviſions were 1n- 


tercepted ; each day diſplayed the rapid progreſs 


fire 
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fre was inceſſantly poured on their heads by the 
ſurrounding Saracens. The moment the inva- 
ders determined to retreat, they diſcovered that- 
it was impracticable. The Oriental writers con- 
ſeſs that Lewis might have eſcaped by ſea, if he 
would have deſerted his ſubjects; and policy 
would have juſtified the prudent, though inglori- 
ous flight. But his magnanimous mind prefer- 
red the thorny path of honour; with his brother, 
the count of Anjou, the greateſt part of his no- 
bles, and the ſhattered remnant of his army, the 
king of France became the captive of the victo- 
rious followers of Mahomet, 

A triumph ſo ſplendid, a victory ſo important, 
was ſullied by the cruelty of the conquerors; the 
captive monarch was himſelf loaded with chains; 
his ſubjects, who were unable to ranſom their 
lives, were inhumanly maſſacred, and their heads 
were expoſed to the deriſion of the inhabitants on 
the walls of Cairo, But the ſtrength of Damietta 
was the ſecurity of Lewis ; to the fortifications of 
that city he had entruſted: his royal conſort and 
his treaſures, - The Saracens beheld with hope- 
leſs eyes the ſolid towers which mocked their 
feeble aſſaults; and the deliverance of Lewis, and 
that of his ſoldiers, was obtained by the reſtitution 
of Damietta and the payment. of four hundred 
thouſand pieces of ſilver. ; 
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After fulfilling theſe conditions with 
ſcrupulous integrity, Lewis, with his 
queen Margaret. and about fix thouſand ſoldiers 
the war-wor'n relics of his former hoſt, embarked 
on board the gallies of Genoa, for the port of 
Acre in Paleſtine. It might haye been reaſon. 
ably concluded, that after his late misfortune he 
would have relinquiſhed the vain hope of eaſtern 
laurels, and returned to the government of his 
own kingdom: But he was unwilling to reviſit 


his dominions without glory; and he confided in 
the vigilance and ability of his mother Blanch, 


The fortitude of that princeſs was overwhelmed by 


the diſaſtrous campaign in Egypt, and the capti- 


vity of her ſon; a weak adminiſtration and mourn- 
ful exiſtence were prolonged for about two yeats, 
till ſhe ſunk into the grave, beneath * inceſſant 
preſſure of unavailing ſorrow. | 

The death of Blanch, and the re- 
monſtrances of his ſubje&ts, recalled 
Lewis from Acre; within the walls of which ci- 
ty, unable to viſit Jeruſalem, he had ingloriouſly 
waſted four years. Though received by the 
acclamations of his people, his dreſs was plain, 


and his features melancholy; the former was till 


impreſſed with the ſign of the croſs; the latter 


_ diſplayed the evident marks of his defeat: Yet 


the magnificence of the mon arch was beheld with 
admiration 


* 
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admiration in his reception of Henry the Third 


of. England, who embraced the opportunity of 


an expedition into Gaſcony to viſit Paris. The 


ſplendour of his entertainment was enchanced by the 


courteous manners of Lewis; and the interview 
between the two kings was followed by a renewal 
of the former truce for two years longer; while 
the connections of the king of France were ex- 


tended by the marriage of his daughter Iſabellaa 


with Thibaud the Second, king of Navarre, and 


count of Champagne and Brie? | 
The ſame juſtice with which Lewis 4 8 


governed his own dominions, ſhone 1255, 1265. 
with diſtinguiſhed luſtre in every tranſaction with 


his neighbours. He. conciliated the differences 
between the dowager counteſs of Provence, mo- 


ther of his conſort, and his own brother, the count 
of Anjou. His deciſion, which deprived the latter 
of certain caſtles, the object of their diſpute, was 


rendered palatable to Charles by a liberal pecu- 
niary compenſation from his own treaſury. To 


Henry the Third, as an equivalent for his vain. 


pretenſions to Normandy, he ceded the Limoſin, 


Querci, and Perigord; and the terms which he 


granted to the Engliſh, when their government 
mas diſtracted by the weakneſs of their king and 
the ambition of his miniſter, the daring and en- 
terpriſing earl of TO might, even in a more 
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302 HISTORY OF FRANCE, | 
proſperous ſtate of their affairs, have been deemed 
reaſonable and advantageous. - Between that mi. 


niſter and his ſovereign, the king of France was 


choſen to mediate; and a reference ſo honoura- 
ble to his integrity, was juſtified by his moderate 


and lenient counſels, To this arbitration ſucceed. 
ed the concerns of his own family; and on the 


death of his eldeſt ſon, Lewis negociated the mar- 
riage of Philip, the next, with Iſabella, the princeſs 
of Arragon, who had been ey "ou engaged to 
the deceaſed prince. 

But the ſame equity which character 
ized Lewis, reſided not in the boſom 
of his brother Charles; eminent for ferocious 
manners and brutal courage, the court of Rome, 
with tranſport, acknowledged him the choſen 
champion of her eternal enmity to the imperial 
houſe of Swabia. The crown of the two Sici- 
lies had been uſurped. by Mainfroy, the baſtard of 
Frederic the Second, to the prejudice of Conra- 
din, the nephew of that emperor. Pope Clement 


A.D. 1266. 


the Fourth, equally inimical to both, as the ſuc- 


ceſſor of St. Peter, beſtowed the important prize 
on the count of Anjou. The banner of the crols 
was unfurled againſt the domeſtic enemy of the 
Vatican; and Charles, at. the head of the chivalry 
of France, on the bloody plains of Beneventum, 


deſpoiled Mainfioy of his crown and life, T he 


death 
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death of the uſurper awakened from obſcurity the 
pretenſions of Conradin; but the hapleſs youth 
ſunk in the unequal conflict, a priſoner to the un- 
feeling conqueror: His rights were extinguiſhed | 
on a public ſcaffold; the forms of juſtice were 
proſtituted, to veil the cruelty of the victor, and 
to aggravate the anguiſh of the vanquiſhed; and 
the eſtabliſhment of Charles on the throne of the 
two Sicilies, gave riſe to what the French have 
ſtyled the flrſt race of Anjou. | 

Sixteen years of peace had oblite- , ,, 
rated from the mind of Lewis the 1366, 1269. 
- misfortunes of his former cruſade; the latent 
flame of enthuſiaſm, which had been damped by 
his defeat in Egypt, was not extinguiſhed, and the 
breath of opportunity was only wanting to fan and 
revive the dormant embers. The wiſdom of his 
regulations had reſtored the tranquillity of his 
dominions; his coffers were recruited, his finances 
augmented, and his hopes expanded. His filent 
preparations had been inceſſantly directed towards 
the ſingle object of his devout ambition; the loſs 
of Antioch provoked the more immediate execu- 
tion of his deſigns: His example was followed by | 
his three ſons, Philip, John, and Peter, by his 
nephew the count of Artois, and by the moſt gal- 
lant ſpirits of the court of France. The reins 
of government during his abſence were entruſted 
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to the vigilance of Matthew, abbot of St. De. 


nys, who derived his noble lineage from the counts 


of Vendome; and to Simon de Clermont, count 
of Neſte, juſtly eſteemed | for the united qualities 


of his head and heart. be 

 Aigues-mortes,. a ſmall Rane of Lana, 
near the mcuth of the Rhone, was a ſecond time 
rendered remarkable by the embarkation of 
Lewis; and the fleet of France, inſtead of direct. 


ing its courſe towards Paleſtine or Egypt, ſteered 


for the coaſt of Africa, An obſcure king of 
Tunis, (whoſe doubtful name of Muley-Mortan- 
ga or Omar atteſts his inſignificance) had profeſſed 

his inclination to abjure the tenets of Mahomet 
for thoſe of Chriſt; and the vain report of an im- 
menſe treaſure reconciled the more intereſted pil- 


grims to the wild and viſionary enterpriſe. But 
caprice or policy had already united the fickle or 

| crafty barbarian to the precepts of the Koran; 
and inſtead of a zealous proſelyte, Lewis en- 

countered an active and formidable enemy. The 


walls of C arthage were indeed ſtormed by the 


impetuous valour of the French; but their ſtrength 


was exhauſted before the gates of Tunis; and the 


warriors of the weſt panted beneath the ſultry 


heats, and expired on the burning ſands of Africa. 


The king himſelf was at length infected by the 


— blaſt, and * breathed his laſt on the 
inhoſpitable 
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inhoſpitable ſhore, in the forty-fourth year of his 
reign, and the fifty-ſixth year of his age.” In his ſin- 
gular character were united the virtues of the ſaint 
and the hero; and his piety and equity in peace 
were not more conſpicuous than his fortitude and 
valour in war, The father of his people, his heart 
ever ſympathized with their miſeries, and his hand 
was ever ſtretched out to relieve their diſtreſs. His 
prudent policy preſerved them from the calamities 
of foreign invaſion ; but his excellent underſtand- 
ing was clouded by the fumes of enthuſiaſms and 
the ſlaughter of his ſubjects, his own captivity, and 
at length his death, were the fatal OA of 
2 blind ſuperſtition, 


5 SIS Chapter 
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Chapter the Tenth.” 


REIGN or PHILIP THE THIRD, SURNAMED THE 
HARDY,—REVOLT OF SICILY FROM CHARLES OF 
ANJOU,—DEATH' OF PHILIP. THE THIRD, AND 
' SUCCESSION OF PHILIP THE FOURTH, SURNAMED 
THE FAIR,—WAR WITH EDWARD THE FIRST OF 

ENGLAND.— DIFFERENCE WITH POPE BONIFACE 
THE EIGHTH,——INVASION OF FLANDERS.—DEATH 
or PHILIP THE FOURTH, 


_ 


Tk death of Lewis did not prevent his fon 
and ſucceſſor Philip, who attained the 
ſurname of Hardy, from continuing the 
war againſt the infidels with vigour and ſuc- 
ceſs. His ſhattered forces were ſtrengthened by 
the arrival of his uncle Charles, the king of Sicily, 
with a conſiderable fleet and army : The Sara- 
cens were defeated in two engagements ; the 
king of Tunis was reduced to ſue for peace; and 
his offers of doubling the tribute he formerly 

| paid to the crown of Sicily, of re-imburſing the 
A ge of the war, and of permitting the 

| 8 


\ 


A. D. 1270» 


— 


. 


2 jobs 
25 
h * 
N 8 I 
n 
. 
. 
4 (088 
I 
«7's 
14 
y 
* 7 
1 
bk 
U 
* 
85 We 
mew 
Ji 
1 
Cat * . 
. 
ur 
"yy * 1 
1 
=o 
if FY 
1484 
444 
At 
1 Ml 
5 4 4 
* 
A 16 i 
8 lf 
* 1 . 
J 4 
7 hat 
1,4 v 
. 
1 . 
" 
r 
£ 4 
* N 


* 


HISTORY OF FRANCE. 307 
Chriſtian religion to be freely propagated through- 
out his dominions, were accepted by the kings of 
France and Sicily, who embarked their troops, 
and hoiſted fail from the infectious coaſt. 
But the ſeeds of diſeaſe ſtill lurked 

in the bodies of the martial pilgrims, 
and on their arrival in Sicily, burſt forth with | 
baneful influence. Philip, to alleviate the anxiety 
of his mind, from the court of Sicily viſited that 
of Rome; and purſuing his journey through the 
principal cities of Italy, repoſed a ſhort time at 
Lyons, and entered his capital amidſt the accla- 
. mations of his people. Yet France had reaſon 
to lament the deſtructive conſequences of the en- 
terpriſes from which he returned; beſides the 
- multitude that periſhed without a name, and per- 
haps without a ſigh, on the coaſt of Africa, in 
the iſland of Sicily, and in his progreſs through 
Italy, Philip beheld his father Lewis, his brother 
John, his queen Iſabella, his brother-in-law and 
ſiſter, the king and queen of Navarre, and his 
uncle and aunt, the count and counteſs of Poic- 
tiers, the noble victims of the ſame . 
diſorder. „ | 8 

The firſt moments af his return were dedi- 
cated to the pious care of his father's funeral, the 
next to the important ceremony of his own coro- | 
nation, With active vigilance he inſpected every 

FFF 223 
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part of his dominions ; he took poſſeſſion i in per- 
ſon, of the counties of Provence and Toulouſe; 
and ſteadily enforced within the royal domain, the 
regulation of St. Lewis, which prevented the 
barons from deciding their differences by private 
war. On the death of Henry, king of Navarre, 
he demanded, for his ſecond fon Lewis, the only 
| daughter vl Was prince ; and although the treaty 
of marriage was oppoſed by the kings of Caſtile 
and Arragon, as extending by ſo valuable an ac- 
quiſition, the power of France ; and Philip him- 
ſelf, for fear of too much alarming the jealouſy of 
his neighbours, had relinquiſhed. his firſt deſign of 
procuring the princeſs for his eldeſt fon ; yet ſup- 
ported by the influence of the pope, whoſe friend- 
ſhip he purchaſed by the ceſſion of the Venaiſſin, 
he triumphed over every obſtacle, and the nuptials 
of his ſon were followed by his own ; he beſtowed 
his hand on Mary, the daughter of the duke of 
Brabant, eſteemed one of the moſt n 
princes of the age. » 
Although Philip was deſirous of 

+ cultivating peace, he was not intimi- 
dated by the ſound of war. To maintain the 
former he yielded the country of Agenois to 
Edward the Firſt, king of England; and he en- 
gaged in the latter to ſupport the pretenſions of 
his nephews, the infants de le Gerda, to the throne 
of Caſtile. Alphonſo, who ruled that kingdom, 
5 „ had 


A. . a. 
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had transferred the ſucceſſion from the offspring 
of his eldeſt ſon, the deceaſed huſband of Blanch, 
the ſiſter of Philip, to his ſecond and ſurviving ſon 
Sancho, Philip himſelf had endeavoured to eſta- 
bliſh à right to the crown of Caſtile; but his own 
claim was loſt in the injuſtice offered to his ſiſter's 
ſon ; and the party of the youthful prince was 
ſeconded by the arms of France. From the pro- 
ſecution of à war, languid and unintereſting, the 
attention of Philip was recalled to his own domeſtic 
calamities, and the more immediate danger of the 
Houſe of Anjou. 
At the age of twelve years, Lewis, 
the eldeſt ſon of the king, ſuddenly 
expired ; and the ſuſpicion of poiſon was attached 
to the uncommoti manner of his death. Peter la 
Broſſe, a minion of fortune, who from the poſt of 
ſurgeon to the king had attained that of miniſter, 
and governed with abſolute power the mind of 
his maſter, was jealous of the increaſing influence 
ol a young and beautiful queen. He artfully in- 
ſinuated the enmity of Mary to her ſon-in-law ; 
and the monarch, for a moment, regarded with a 
doubtful eye the innocence of his conſort. The 
uperſtition of the age induced Philip to conſult 
4 nun, who profeſſed or believed herſelf inſpired ; | 
the anfwer was fatal to La Broſſe. His enemies 
ſeized the favourable N to accuſe him 
LS I” of 


A. D. 1275. 
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of a treaſonable correſpondence with the king of 
Caſtile, and he was condemned to atone for his 


crimes by a violent death. But the ſecret manner 
of his trial, the inſulting preſence of the queen's 
brother, the duke of Brabant, at his execution, 


turned the tide of popular favour ;. and the king 
could not ſeclude himſelf from the loud and general 


clamour, which arraigned the ſentence of La Broſſe, 


and impeached the innocence of Mary. 


"ES Charles of Anjou had eſtabliſhed 


1280, 1284. his authority over Naples and Sicily; 


and his throne could only be ſhaken by his own. 
ambition and cruelty : The former awakened the 
fears of Michael Palzologus, the emperor of the 
Greeks ; the latter excited the indignation and re- 
volt of his Italian ſubjects. Naples, indeed, was 


awed by the preſence of a ſovereign whom ſhe 
feared and hated; but Sicily was rouſed to free- 


dom by the eloquence of John, of Procida, an 
exile of noble birth, daring courage, and con- 
ſummate art. The councils of the conſpirators 
were nurſed by the gold of Palæologus; and the 
ſame moment informed Charles, that in a promiſ- 
cuous maſſacre, which obtained the name of the 


. StciLian VESPERS, eight thouſand of the French 


had periſhed, and that Peter, king of Arragon, 
had failed to Palermo, and was ſaluted as the 


king and ſaviour of che iſland, Charles was 
aſtoniſned 
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aſtoniſned and confounded at the rebellion 'of a 
people, whom he had long trampled on with im- 
punity ; and in the agony of grief, was heard to 
exclaim, O God! if thou haſt decreed to hum- 
ee ble me, grant me at leaſt a gentle and gra- 
e dual deſcent from the pinnacle of greatneſs.” 
But whatever might be his confidence in the aid 
of heaven, his earthly meaſures were taken with 
vigour and promptitude : A powerful armament 
was aſſembled at Marſeilles ; the ſiege of Meſſina 


Was preſſed | with inceſſant ardour ; the inhabi- 


rants in vain deplored their raſhneſs, and offered, 
on an aſſurance of pardon, to open their gates 
to their offended ſovereign. With the return of 
proſperity, Charles had reſunied his former in- 
flexibility; but while he failed to Marſeilles, to 
haſten, with the ſuccours of France, the deſtruc- 
tion of his enemies, his hopes of vengeance were 
blaſted by one fatal and irreparable action. His 
ſon Charles, ſurnamed the Lame, was left in 
Sicily with orders patiently to await the arrival of 
his father: But the youth, provoked by the in- 
fults of the fleet of Arragon, hazarded an engage- 
ment, which delivered him a priſoner into the 
hands of his foes. Charles in vain endeavoured: 
to diſguiſe, by an appearance. of fortitude, the 
effects of this mortal blow; his feelings as a king 
and a father were too deeply wounded ; from 

| X 4 | deſpair 
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deſpair and ſorrow, he ſunk into the grave ; 3 
the iſland of Sicily, after a war of twenty years, 
was finally ſevered from the throne of Naples; and 
transferred, as an independent kingdom, to a 
younger branch of the Houſe of Arragon, | 

4 5. Pope Martin the Fourth, zealous in 
1283, 1285. the cauſe of Charles, the former cham- 
pion of the court of Rome, and aſſerting the un- 
| bounded right of the ſucceſſors of St. Peter, had 
excommunicated Pedro, king of Arragon, and 
beſtowed his ſceptre, with the approbation of 
Philip, on Charles of Valois, a younger ſon of the 
king of France. That monarch, to maintain the 
authority of his uncle, and to eſtabliſh the pre- 
| tenſions of his ſon, had penetrated - into Cata- 
| Jonia, and laid ſiege to Gironne. In endeavouring 
to intercept a convoy of the beſiegers, Pedro 
himfelf was mortally wounded; and Gironne, 
hopeleſs of ſuccour, and diſmayed by the fate of 
her ſovereign, furrendered. Yet the proſperity 
of Philip was ſoon overcaſt; his fleet was again 
defeated by that of Arragon, and the ſame ele- 
ment oyerwhelmed the hopes of the uncle and the 
nephew. Shame and diſappointment preyed upon 
the mind- of Philip; the progreſs of diſeaſe was 
forwarded by the cares of royalty; the ſplendid 
and ſpecious projects which had fo fatally deluded 
him, vaniſhed from his ſight; and he beheld in 
ES > EE . | the 
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the viſionary enterpriſe, his treaſures waſted, his 
ſubjects ſlaughtered, and his dominions exhauſted, 
The fatigues of war, the ſultry heat of the cli- 
mate, were not ſo injurious as his own reflections: 
Harraſſed by the purſuit of his enemies, and un- 
able to bear the motion of a horſe, he arrived 
in a litter at Perpignan, where he expired, in the 
forty-firſt year of his age, and the ſixteenth year 
of his reign, regretted by an army which he had 
ünſucceſs fully commanded, and lamented by a 
people whom he had reluctantly impoveriſhed. 
"Philip the Fourth, whoſe perſonal , P. 
attractions acquired him the name of 2285, 129 | 
Fair, when he aſcended the throne of his father was 
about ſeventeen years of age; and found himſelf 
with an empty treaſury and feeble army, enga- 
ged in a war with his neighbours of Caſtile and 
Arragon. He was crowned at Rheims, with his 
conſort Joanna, who in her own right was alſo 
queen of Navarre; and who with her hand had 
beſtowed on her huſband the important counties 
of Champagne and Brie: Vet this increaſe of 
influence and territory was ſcarce ſufficient to ex- 
tricate him from the continual embarraſſments 
of his reign. By abandoning the intereſts of the 
infants de le Cerda, he adjuſted the diſpute with 
Caſtile; and the terms of peace between the 
crowns of Arragon and France were ſettled by 
the 


* 
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the mediation of - Edward the Firſt, of England, 
At the interceſſion of the Engliſh monarch, 
Charles the Lame was releaſed from his captivity; 
part of his ranſom was paid by the generoſity 
of Edward himſelf; and Charles conſented to 
renounce his claim to Sicily, and to prevail on his 
nameſake of Valois to withdraw his pretenſions 
to Arragon ; pretenſions which were only founded 
on the frantic liberality of an enraged pope, and 
which the brother of the king of F rance readily 
exchanged for the eldeſt daughter of Charles the 
Lame, and the princely dowry of the extenſive 
counties of Anjou and Maine. 

The general tranquillity which theſe treaties 
had promoted, was ſoon interrupted by a ſucceſ. 
ſion of wars and political differences with Ed- 
ward the Firſt, king of England ; with pope Boni- 
face the Eighth ; and with Guy de Dampier, count 
of Flanders. And that the reader may more 
clearly comprehend the origin and event of each 


tranſaction, it will be neceliary-. to review them 


diſtin& and ſeparate. » 


a 'D, | Philip, in conſequence of a 8 


1293, 1303. between Lewis the Ninth and Henry 
the Third, had ceded to. Edward the county of 
Saintonge; the friendly inclinations of the Eng- 
liſh monarch had been diſplayed i in his media- 
tion between Arragon and France ; and on a viſit 

to 
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to Paris, he had yielded homage to Philip for the | 
dominions he held under that crown. This 
promiſe of permanent amity was blaſted by an 
incident, trifling in itſelf but conſiderable in its 
conſequences ; and which ſerves to diſplay the ge- 
neral appetite for revenge which actuated in that 
age every deſcription of men, and urged them, on 
any provocation, to ſeek redreſs by immediate re- 
taliation on the aggreſſors. A Norman and an 
Engliſh veſſel met off the coaſt of Bayonne, and 
both having occaſion to water, the crews they 
detached, met at the ſame ſpring. A quarrel en- 
ſued for the preference; and a Norman drawing 
his dagger, attempted to ſtab an Engliſhman, but 
fell, as it was pretended, by his own weapon. In the 
diſpute between the ſeamen, the two nations were 
ſoon involved, The Norman mariners carried their' 
complaints to the throne of Philip; and the French 
monarch, without deſcending to enquiry, autho- 
riſed them to vindicate their own injuries. This 
expreſſion was the ſignal of mutual violence; and 
the ſea became a ſcene of piracy and barbarity 
between the two nations. The ſovereigns, with- 
out either, ſeconding or repreſling the violence of 
their ſubjects, ſeemed a long time to remain in- 
different ſpectators. With the Engliſh, ſided the 
Iriſh and Dutch ſeamen; and with the French, 


thoſe of Flanders and Genoa. A bloody and ob- 
ſtinate 
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ſtinate war was kindled at ſea, and ſo numerous 
were the fleets fitted out to avenge this act of | 
private hoſtility, that in one engagement fif- 
teen thouſand of the French are reported to have 
— 

The loſs of his ih 1 the puble 
attention of Philip; and the inclination of Ed. 
ward to avoid extremities was conſtrued by the 
former monarch into puſillanimity. The king of 
England was ſummoned to attend as the vaſſal of 
France; and on his refuſal to obey, his eſtates in 
that kingdom were declared forfeited, Aſter a 
variety of negociations, it was inſinuated that 
Philip conceived his honour intereſted by the out- 
rages of the inhabitants of Guienne ; that the no- 
minal ceflion of that province would alone efface 
the inſult ; but he engaged, as ſoon as it was dc. 
livered into his hands, to reſtore. it to the king of 
England. Edward, embarraſſed with the Scotch, 
and anxious for peace, fell into the ſnare ; and 
the king of France no ſooner found himſelf pol- 
ſeſſed of Guienne, than he threw off the maſk, 
and perſevered in the ſentence he had procured 
againſt his rival. The forms of a court of juſtice 
might ſanction the proceedings of Philip i in the 
eyes of the undiſcerning multitude, but it was 
only by arms the differences of the rival monarchs 


could be decided. n W at finding 2 
e 


f. 
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ſelf thus egregiouſly duped, endeavoured, by extend- 
ing his alliances, 'to deprive Philip of the fruits of 
his perfidy. He concluded a treaty with the em- 
peror Adolphus, and he allured to his fide the 
counts of Britanny, Holland, Bar, Juliers, Guel- 
ders, and Flanders. Yet even this powerful con- 
federacy ſerved rather to diſtreſs his finances, than 
advance his progreſs in Guienne: Adolphus, 
while he loudly. demanded conſiderable ſubſidies, 
tardily furniſhed the aſſiſtance he had ſtipulated. 
Philip had cloſely connected himſelf with Scot- 
land, an d laid the foundation, by his treaty with 
John Balial, of that union which was preſerved: 
between the two nations for ſucceſſive centuries. 
The town of Dover was deſtroyed by-a predatory 
deſcent of the French; and Edward to avenge 
the inſult, landed in Gaſcony with an army of 
fifty thouſand Engliſh. The forces of the com- 
petitors, nearly balanced, inclined both to peace; 
a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities was agreed on for two 


years, and the war was finally concluded by. the 


mediation of pope Boniface the Eighth. Gui- 
enne was reſtored to Edward, who eſpouſed Mar- 
garet, the ſiſter of Philip; and Iſabella, the daugh- 
ter of that - monarch, beſtowed her hand on the 
prince of Wales. Each king, with mutual perfi- 
dy, abandoned their allies ; and while John, king 


of Scotland, was expoſed to the reſentment of Ed- 


ward, 
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ward, Guy, earl of F landers, | was relinquiſh 

to the ap omen of Philip. 

A. D. When the rival monarchs Had 2p. 
1298, 110. pointed Boniface the judge of their 
differences, ſenſible of the encroaching temper 
of the Roman pontiff, they inſerted in the refer. 
ence that he was ſelected as a private man, and 
not as the ſucceſſor to the chair of St. Peter. 

That pontiff had early diſplayed a degree of 
pride which alarmed his contemporaries, and the 
king of France was firſt doomed to experience | 
the effects of his ſpiritual ambition. He pre- 
ſumed to forbid the clergy to grant any ſubſidies 
to that prince, without firſt obtaining leave from 
the hoſy ſee, under pain of excommunication. In 
return, Philip prohibited any eccleſiaſtics, without 
his licenſe, from ſending money out of the realm; 3 
and while the Roman pontiff aſſailed him with ſpi- 
ritual arms, he openly protected the Colonnas, 
the implacable enemies of Boniface... The 
haughty prelate, after deſcending to the loweſt 
abuſe, and ſtigmatizing Philip in his letter with che 
opprobrious name of Fool, ſummoned to a coun- 
cil at Rome, the clergy of France; while Philip 
retaliated, by ſeizing the temporalties of thoſe 
who attended, and recalling his brother Charles 
of Valois, who acted as, and enjoyed the title of, 


the Pope 8 "Oven - Senſible however of the miſe, 
taken 


pF > 
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taken zeal of a ſuperſtitious age, before the minds 
of his people could be impreſſed with the ſacred 
dread of a conteſt with the holy father, he de- 
termined to prevent the danger by the boldneſs of 
his own meaſures. Two of his emiſſaries, diſpatch- 
ed under the pretence of conciliating theſe differ- 
ences by the efficacious application of gold, em- 
ployed the money in privately levying a ſufficient 
force, and ſuddenly inveſted Boniface in Anegnia, 
the town of his birth and reſidence. Corrupted by the 
liberality of 'the beſiegers, the inhabitants-opened 
their gates, and joined in ſeizing the perſon of the 
pope, at the moment the Bull was actually prepared 
to excommunicate the king, and releaſe his 
people from their allegiance. Yet the tide of 
popular favour ſoon turned, and the fickle Citizens, 
who had betrayed Boniface, pitied his diſtreſs, 
reſcued him from his guards, and eſcorted him to 
Rome, where he ſoon expired, the victim of name 


and diſappointed rage. 


Benedict the Eleventh ſucceeded | Boniface i in 
the apoſtolic chair; and deſirous of recovering 
Philip to the duty he owed to his ſpiritual father 
by lenient means, he revoked the excommuni- 
cation which his predeceſſor had fulminated againſt 
him. Yet this moderation was but ill calculated 
to pleaſe an haughty and implacable | faction, 
eager to aggrandine the power of the church; 

and 


ball” 
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and the ſudden and premature death of Benedid 


Conclave for ſeveral months was ſuſpended by the 
intrigues of 


: ſhop of Bourdeaux, was one; and Philip offer- 


a requeſt which at that time it was not prudent for 


was led ſucceſſively by the king of France, his 


has. been imputed to poiſon. | The choice of the | 


the candidates, and the cardinals of 
Italy and France. The former, at length, conſent. 
ed to name three, out of whom the latter might 
ſele& the future pope : Of theſe, Bertrand, archbi. 


ed to procure him the vacant ſee, provided he 
would engage to condemn the memory of Boni. 
face, reſtore the honours and eſtates of the Co- 
lonnas, allow him for five years the tenths of 
the clergy of France, and agree to comply with 


him to divulge. The terms were accepted ; and 
Bertrand aſſumed the name of Clement the Fifth. 
In his return from church at Lyons, his horſe 


brothers, the counts of Valois and Evreux, and 
the duke of Brittany : But the proceſſion nearly 
proved fatal to Clement himſelf, and his princely 
attendants; a wall gave way beneath the preſſure 
and weight of the ſpectators; the duke of Brit- 
tany was killed ; the king and the count of Valois 
were conſiderably bruiſed, and the pope narrowly 
eſcaped, his tiara being beaten off. The new pon- 
tiff fixed his reſidence at Avignon; and although 
he punctually complied with the reſt of the con- 
3 1 5 = dition 
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ir tions which had been deſeribed, he poſitively 
refuſed to condetnn, and after an appearance of 
enquiry, ſolemnly vindicated the character and 
conduct of Bonifacde. 

One condition yet remained within the bobbm 555 
of the monarch; it was revealed by the death of 
the emperor Albert of Auſtria: The ambition of 
Philip aſpired to place his brother Charles of 
Valois on the imperial throne, Clement, ſenſible 
of the danger of being thus ſurrounded by the 
connections of Philip, and early appriſed of his 
intentions, eluded without rejecting the requeſt: | 
In the ſtrongeſt terms he urged the electors to 
chooſe an emperor without delay, and pointed Sw” 
Henry of Luxemburgh as worthy of their voices. 
Before the king of France could arrive at Avig- 
non, he. was informed the election was over; 
but he found - ſome conſolation -.in re-uniting 
the city of Lyons to the crown of F rance, which 
hitherto had anly acknowledged the independent 
authority of its archbiſhop, and which now yield- 
ed to the liberal Pons and formidable a arms of | 
Philip, 5 76 2 — 4 | 
In the treaty wh Edward of Eng- A. B 
land, Guy, earl of Flanders, was ex- 99, 23 
cepted, and abandoned to the reſentment or ra- 
pacity of the king of France. The Fleming, 
poſſeſſed of the advantages of commerce, were 

vol.. * „ -Y | | rich, 


A 


* 


3 HISTORY Or 7 FRANCE. 


rich, fickle, and turbulent; impatient of the go- 
vernment of their counts, their i intrigues. invited, 
their diſcontents promoted, the arms of France. 
Charles Valois, at the head of a powerful army, 
foon reduced Guy de Dampier to throw himſelf 

on the mercy of the king; ; but the count obtained 
a promiſe, that neither his own, nor the freedom 
of his ſons ſnould be violated ; and if in the 
ſpace of a year he could not compromiſe his dif- 


15 ferences with Philip, he ſhould be at liberty to 
retire, and purſue whatever meaſures he might 
deem expedient. To gratify the enmity of his 
conſort to his noble captive, Philip was prevailed 
on to diſavow the treaty, and mortally to wound 


his brother's honour and his own: The count, 
with two of his ſons, were cloſely impriſoned ; 
the king of France entering Flanders in triumph, 


was received by the acclamations of the inha- 


bitants ; and appointed John de Chatillon, a rela- 
tion of his queen, a man bold and penetrating, 
but at the ſame time haughty and e © the 
Sovernor of his new acquiſitions. 


The Flemings, intent on trade alone, had neg- 
tefted the internal defence df their country ; their 
towns were rich and populous, but their fortifica- 
tions had been ſuffered gradually to decay: Theſe 
were repaired by the activity of Chatillon, and 


cuadels were erected to OR the future levity of 
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the inhabitants, But the poverty. of the times al- 
lowed not the monarch to maintain regular gar- 
riſons; and the private murmurs of the people at 
Bruges and Ghent broke out into open inſurrec- 
tions. The firſt ſparks were extinguiſhed by the 
vigilance of the magiſtrates; but the flame was 
re-kindled by the preſence of Chatillon, who en- 
tered Bruges with ſeventeen hundred horſe, and 
inſultingly diſplayed two hogſheads of ropes, the 


- inſtruments of the executions he impatiently me- 


ditated. The people whom he had devoted to 
deſtruction took their meaſures with ſpeed and ſe- 
crecy; the danger was inſtant, their determina- 
tions were unanimous ; in one moment they roſe, 
and fifteen hundred French were exterminated ; | 
while Chatillon himſelf only eſcaped: by fwim- 
ming, under cover of the night, the town-ditch... 
Three ſons of Guy, who had ſheltered themſelves 
in Namur from the lawleſs ambition of Philip, 
were re-called by the Flemings ; and at the head 
of ſixty thouſand inſurgents, preſſed the ſiege of 
Courtray, The count” of Artois, on whom Phi- 


lip had devolved the command of the French, 


With a numerous army, determined, contrary to 
the advice of the conſtable, the count de Neſle, 
to attack them in their intrenchments: He was 
the victim of his own raſhneſs ; and the conſtable 
was involved i in the ſame fate, with above twenty 
IS-: 5 . 
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| thouſand of their troops. Philip, enraged at this 
| ſecond diſaſter, to raiſe a new force debaſed his 
coin; and having exerted: every effort, entered 
Flanders with a hoſt ſuperior to reſiſtance. But 
Edward, who beheld with concern the danger of 
his -allies, artfully imparted, as a ſecret, to his 
queen, a feigned correſpondence of the nobles of 
France with the hoſtile court of Rome : Margaret 
communicated the intelligence to her brother Phi- 
p; and the king, diſtruſtful of the fidelity of his 
army, retired without performing any thing worthy 
his preparations or reputations 
The gallies of "Genoa i in the pay of Pines 11 
conjunction with thoſe of Hainault, obtained 
victory over the fleet of the Flemings; and the 
king, in hopes of improving this advantage by 
the arts of negociation, releaſed the old count of 
Flanders, that he might perſuade his ſubjects to 
ſubmiſſion: But his arguments were ineffectual; 
and he Honourably returned to expire, at the age 
of fourſcore years, a priſoner in Compeigne. Phi- 
lip himſelf, his brothers the counts of Valois and 
Evreux, with the flower of French chivalry, re- 
entered Flanders, and approached the Flemiſh 
| ö army at Mons. The Flemings were commanded 
by three ſons of their count; but in the hour of 
action, the chief authority was yielded to the mi- 
| bn nk enlepde of one Dy; whoſe name. was. 
9 
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Philip. Their camp Was haſtily fortified with their 
carriages; and animated by the love of freedom, 
they ſallied forth with impetuous valour: They 


were repulſed and driven back by the veteran | 


courage of the French, with fatal ſlaughter; yet 
far from yielding to deſpair, they renewed the at- 
tempt, favoured by the.darkneſs of the night, and 
even penetrated to the tent of the king, who.eſ- 
caped their ſword with difficulty : But the French 
were rallied by the example and conduct of their 
nobles ; the Flemings were again compelled to 
retire, and to abandon their camp with precipita- 
tion. Philip of Flanders threw himſelf into Lifle, 
which was immediately inveſted by the king of 
France, in hopes of terminating the war by the 


capture of that place. The garriſon had already 


conſented to ſurrender, unleſs relieved within a 
certain time; but when the king leaſt expected, | 

he was ſurpriſed by the appearance of John of 
Namur at the head of ſixty thouſand men, undiſ- 
| ciplined indeed, but daring and deſperate. The 
king, doubtful of the event, conſented to releaſe 
Robert de Bethune, the eldeſt ſon of the count of 


Flanders; to receive his homage for the county; 


to accept of eight hundred thouſand livres as an 
indemnification for the expences of the war, for 

the payment of which ſum he was to retain Liſle, 
| EO and. Bethune; The treaty was again vio- 
VCF lated 
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lated by Philip, towards: the concluſion of his 
reign ; but his hopes of annexing the valuable 
fief of Flanders to the crown of France, were 
baffled by the ſteadineſs of the Na and the 
interpoſition of the pope; and the acquiſition of 
Courtray was the only fruit of an enterpriſe which 
exhauſted the reſources and en che . of T 
his ſubjects. 

During the 3 of hos war, the attention 
of Europe had been excited by a criminal pro- 
ceſs againſt the Knights Templars. This ho- 
nourable Order had extended their poſſeſſions 
throughout every kingdom, and their immenſe 
revenues enabled them to ſupport a royal mag- 
nificence. In France they were accuſed of every 
ſpecies of ſenſual luxury which degrades human 
nature; and the doubtful evidence of two-crimi- 
nals, who obtained their forfeited lives from the 
ſecrets they affected to reveal, was ſtrengthened 
by the confeſſion of the Templars themſelves. 
Zet theſe ſoon retracted their declarations; and 
aſſerted,” that the ſtain which they had fixed on 
their own reputation was extorted by the menace of 
impending deſtruction. Without the form of trial, 
their eſtates were confiſcated, and above fifty ſuf- 
fered death with unſhaken conſtancy. The grand 
maſter with three great officers, were, in the pre- 
lende: of te: king . conſumed by a flow _ 
; „ ms 
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| 8 3 and wainedbas in their laſt moments the 
purity of their conduct. Their firmneſs com- 
manded the belief of che people; ; and the avarice 
| of Philip rather appears to have been gratified than 
the juſtice of the monarch'to have been conſulted 
| by their haſty condemnation. 
From the fate of theſe unhappy victims, and 
kis vain enterpriſes againſt the Flemings, the 
thoughts of Philip were directed to the cares 
and miſeries of domeſtic life; the ſhame and diſ- 
orders of his own family could not be concealed 
from his knowledge and obſervation: His eldeſt 
fon Lewis, who. enjoyed the title of king of Na- 
varre, had eſpouſed Margaret, the daughter of 
the duke of Burgundy; his two younger ſons, 
Philip and Charles, had married Jane and Blanch, 
the offspring. of. Ortho, count of Burgundy, But. 
public report loudly impeached the reputation of 
each princeſs ; and all three were aceuſed of vio- 
| lating the honour of their huſbands, and ſtaining 
1 purity of the marriage- bed by their laſcivious 
amours. After a ſeyere examination, Margaret 
and Blanch were condemned to expiate their licen- 
tious conduct by perpetual impriſonment; and 
their paramours, - the brothers Philip and Walter 
de Launay, ſeverely atoned for the tranſports of 
illicit love: After ſuffering the torment of being 
flayed alive, they were ſuſpended with an uſher of 
* „ the 
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the chamber, the confident of their amours, on a 
mu gibbet.. 
The | conſtitution of Philip ck have i | 
impaired. by a reign of continual acti- 
vity; but his life was the victim of in. 
ceſſant chagrin and diſappointment. The ſilent 
Progreſs of a conſumption was accelerated by the 
pang of domeſtic vexation : The powers of medi- 
cine were exhauſted, and even the ſalubrious air of 
Fontainbleau could not delay the rapid approach of 
death; in the thirtieth year of his reign, and the 
forty-ſeventh year of his age, , Philip expired, in 
the ſentiments of penitence and piety, and with 
his laſt breath exhorting his ſucceſſor to avoid the 
errors which had embarraſſed his own adminiſtra. 
tion. Though ayarice and cruelty have caſt a 
ſhade over his talents and virtues, yet the vigour 
Which he diſplayed in his conteſt with Boniface 
the Eighth, and the ſucceſs with which he reſiſted 
the formidable thunders of the vatican, are ſuffi- 
cient to balance the misfortunes which conſtantly 


attended his ambitious wars with Flanders, | 


A. D. 12393. 
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: Tas 4 of PLS on the LY of Phi: 
lip, was occupied by his ſon Lewis 
| A. D. 1314. 

the Tenth, ſurnamed the Boiſterous, 
from the rude promiſe of His infant years. Hig 
firſt queen, Margaret, had been ſtrangled by the 
command of her huſband, in the priſon of Cha- 
teau- Gaillard; and be endeavoured to forget the 
vices of a licentious woman in his nuptials with 
Clemence, the daughter of the king of Hungary. 
An empty treaſury delayed. for ſome time the 
Ceremony of their coronation ; and the king dili- 

| gent 


( 
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gently applied himſelf to conciliate the jealouſies 


and appeaſe the diſcontents of his new ſubjects : 
In this he was ſeconded by his uncle- Charles: of 


| Valois, on whom he afterwards cy devolved 


the reins of government, 
The firſt victim to the reſentment of Charles 
an. ws E rand de Poitier de Ma- 
1315, 1316. rigni, a nobleman of Norman ex- 


| traction, who with the adminiſtration of the finan- 


ces, poſſeſſed the confidence of the late monarch, 


He was accuſed by the count of Valois as the | 


author of the national diſtreſs, and the ſource of 
the royal neceſſities. The warmth with which he 
vindicated his character enſured the eternal en- 


mity of Charles; and the ſhameful ſentence, in 


conſequence of which he 'periſhgd on a gibbet, 
might warn future miniſters how they provoked 
that implacable and powerful prince. The for- 
tunes of Marigni were confiſcated to the uſe of 
the ſovereign ; ; but theſe were ſcarcely ſufficient 
to defray the coronation which was celebrated at 
Rheims ; and as much as they fell ſhort of the 
public expectation, ſo much did they contribute 


to eſtabliſh the innocence of the unfortunate En- 


guerrand. Far different ſupplies were neceſſary 


. for the ſupport of a war with Flanders, which 


Lewis already. meditated: Every ſpecies -of ex- 


tortion was deviſed and practiſed to plunder the 
| ſobjecs 
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ſubſets of France; and by the oppreſſion of his 
people, Lewis raifed an army which might have 
ſecured the ſubjection of the Flemings, already 
enfeebled by the attacks of famine. But Robert 
de Bethune, count of Flanders, unable to with- 
ſand, - prudently determined to bend before the 
ſtorm: By the ſpecious language of ſubmiſſion he 
involved the king in a ſeries of fruitleſs negocia- 
tions, till the ſeaſon of action was paſſed; he 
then dropped the maſk which he had aſſumed, 
and on the retreat of the French ſurpriſed Cour- 


tray, which he had yielded as a pledge of his ſin- 


 ceriry. While Lewis, indignant of the arts of his 
adverſary, revolved new preparations and more 
formidable hoſtilities, his deſigns were interrupted 


by death; after drinking a glaſs of cold water, 5 


and not without the ſuſpicion of poiſon from the 
ſurviving friends' of Marigni, he expired in the 
twenty-fixth- year of his age, and the ſecond year 
of his reign ; leaving by his firſt wife, Margaret, 
who had been crowned queen of Navarre, an only 
daughter, and his widow Clemence in 1,3 ſtate of 
pregnancy. | * 
Immediately o on his death, Charles, 
count of Valois, ſeized the Louvre, 
and prepared to diſpute the regency with the bro- 
thers of his late ſovereign. The eldeſt of theſe,. 
3 count of Peiftou, was engaged at Lyons, 
where 


D. 2316. ; 
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where a conclave was held for the election « 6 | 
' ſucceſſor to the vacant apoſtolical chair. It was 


not till a month after the deceaſe of his brother, 


that he was able to terminate the intrigues of the 
cardinals, and to purſue his more immediate con- 


cerns in Paris. During his abſence, his preten- 
ſions had been ſupported by the- conſtable, the 


count of Eyreux, who oppoſed the frantic ambi- 


tion of his brother Charles of Valois; and the 


hopes of that turbulent prince vaniſned on the 


appearance of Philip, and the unanimous accla- 
mations of the citizens. Although the regency 
was thus happily ſettled, a harder taſk remained 
in determining the ſucceſſion : Fhe claim of the 


BH princeſs Joanna, the daughter of Lewis and Mar- 


cos was urged by Charles, count of Marche, 
the younger brother of the late king and of the 
preſen: regent, by Eudes, duke of Burgundy, and 
by t the counts of Valois and Evreux, who ſeemed 
to conſider the kingdom as a great fief: But the 


majority alleged, that the greateſſ Part: of France 


conſiſted of Salic lands, which a a daughter was 


debarred from inheriting, and that the. ſucceſſion 


to the realm ought to be regulated in the ſame 
manner. The proſpects of Philip were cranſiently 


clouded by Clemence being delivered of a ſon, 


wha ſurvived only three weoky. but who, under 
the name of John the F irſt, bas been enrolled 
among the e kings of France. TOES 

wa e a = The 


i 
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| The death of this infant eſtabliſhed | 

| Phillp who from his lefty ſtature at- Flag col 

| tained the- ſurname of Long, on the throne. of 

| France. During his ſhort regency he had diſ- 
played the important qualities of vigour and va- 
bur in a war with Robert, count of Artois, un- 

dertaken to ſupport Matilda, cpunteſs of Artois, 
the mother of his conſort. To acquire the friend-' 5 
ſhip of the duke of Burgundy, with the county 
of that name he beſtowed upon him the hand of 
his eldeſt daughter; and gained his uncle, the 
count of Evreux, by promiſing in marriage to his. 
fon the infant queen of Navarre; while the count 
of Marche was ſoon diſpoſed to. concur in the 
elevation of his brother: and the excluſion of the 

female line, which opened to bis own a mbit the 


road to royalty. | 
The frank profeſſions and "I FT OP 06 
meaſures of Philip, reconciled his ſub-. ar 

jects to his government, and extinguiſhed the 

riſing ſparks of ſedition: The Flemings, con- 
vinced of the rectitude of his intentions, and ter- 

rified by the thunders of the vatican, compelled | 
their count, Robert, to ſubſcribe a fair and equitable 
peace. Philip ſummoned Edward the Second, 
who had ſucceeded to the throne of England, to 
yield him homage for his poſſeſſions in France; | 
but that monarch was unwilling - to quit a king=-? 41 
„ * 
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dom diſtracted by contending, factions and the 


ambition of his conſort, _ and his, excuſes were 
accepted by the moderation of Philip. But the 
judgment of the king of France was clouded by 


the fumes of enthuſiaſm : In the. life-time of is 


father he had taken the croſs; and his ſubjects 


had reaſon to lament the diligence with which he 


endeavoured to repleniſh his coffers, that he might 
fulfil the romantic vow. From the execution of 


it he was diſſuaded by pope John the Twenty- 
| ſecond: The intereſt of the court of Rome and 
Italy in general, called for the powerful mediation 
of the king of France; and an army commanded 


by Philip, count of Mans, and ſon of Charles 


Valois, entered the country, to reconcile the two 


factions, which raged with eternal eamity, under 
the names of Guelfs and Ghibelines, Theſe, du- 


ring the conteſts of pope Gregory the Eighth and 
the emperor Henry the Fourth, had ariſen in Ger- 


many; and for ſucceſſive centuries they divided 
and diſtracted the different ſtates of Italy. The 
Guelfs ſupported the pretenſions of- the pope, the 
Ghibelines the rights of the emperor; but the 
count of Mans was perſuaded to retreat by the 


promiſes of Gallas de Viſconti, lord of Milan and 
the chief of the Ghibelines, without contributing 
to the influence of the Roman pontiff, or to his 


you EN or glory. 


The 
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The 4 dag ful event of this ex- 
pedition \ was ; loſt in a contagious diſ- 
order, which ſwept off myriads of the inhabitants 
of France. The wild fancies of the age impreſſed 
the people with an idea that the Jews had conſpired 
with the Saracens to poiſon the ſprings and foun- 
tains; and that the former had devolved the exe- | 
cution of the viſionary treachery on an unfortunate 

race of men infected with the leproſy, a diſeaſe 
common at that time, and probably the conſe- 
quence « of bad diet. On theſe chimerical imputa- 
tions, numbers of the lepers who lived by them- 
ſelves in hoſpitals richly endowed were burnt alive; 
and the Jews were abandoned to the undiſcerning ; 
rage of the populace, who inſulted their perſons 
and plundered their houſes with wanton impunity = 

and rapacity. 
The prudence” of Philip, 8 miſ- 
taken zeal biaſſed not his opinions, i 
was ever employed i in concerting the real happi- 
neſs” of his people; he attempted to complete a 
deſign. begun by his predeceſſors, and to eſtabliſh 
a certain ſtandard for the coin, the weights, and 
"he meaſures throughout France. From the counts 
of Valois, Clermont, and Bourbon, he purchaſed 
their claims of coinage within their own domi- 
nions; but though he carefully explained the be- 
nefits which muſt ariſe to France in general from 
8 


A. D. 2327. 


- 1312. 
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| ee in this undertaking, he Wund himſelk 
continually embarraſſed by new and unexpected 

obſtacles. A report was induſtriouſly circulated, 
that, to furmount theſe, he intended to levy a 
fifth on every man's eſtate; and the public dif. 
content was increaſed by the difaffection of the 
clergy, whom the king by a law-had excluded 
from fitting i in parliament. The mind of Philip 
was too ſenſibly wounded by the injurious ſuſpi- 
_ cions of his ſubjects ; he beheld his honeſt endea- 
Vours productive of jealouſy and difappointment; 
the violence of a fever only gave way to the mor- 
tal ravages of a dyſentery; and after languiſhing 
for about five months, in the ſixth year of his 
reign, and the twenty- eighth year of his age, he 
cloſed a life of unſucceſsful virtue. The hiſtorians 
of a credulous age have not failed to attribute 
his death to poiſon ; but they all agree in ac- 
knowledging that he conſtantly merited, though he 
never could acquire, the eſteem and affection of 
his — - 15 

A. D. The tardy dctvicſiridor: of Charles 
13221323 · the Fourth in the excluſion of the fe- 
male line and the fucceſſion of the deceaſed mo-. 
narch, was rewarded with the crown of France, 
and he aſcended the throne with the ſurname of 
Fair. The duke of Burgundy, who had married 
the ekeſt daughter of * the Long, was the 


4 : 


firſt 
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firſt to yield him A but he at the fame 
time ineffectually urged the claim of his conſort 

to the. county of Poictou, which had been poſſeſſed 
by her father before he attained to royal great- 
neſs: The parliament of France determined that 
county had only been granted by Philip the Fair 
to his ſon and his heirs male, and declared the 
pretenſions of the duke of Burgundy groundleſs. 
The next concern which engaged the attention of 
Charles was to diſſolve his marriage with Blanch 
of Burgundy, who for her irregularities was ſtill 
confined in the priſon of Chateau-Gaillard : The 
convenient pretence of conſanguinity enabled the 
court of Rome to gratify his inclinations ; and the 
king beſtowed his hand on M _ the daughter of - - 

Henry, emperor of Germany. | 

Ihe ſceptre of England was at this 1 vs 

time held by the feeble hand of Ed- 324, 1327. 
ward the Secorid, whoſe queen Iſabella was the 
ſiſter of Charles. Some differences between the 
two kingdoms induced the latter to. ſummon the 
former perſonally to appear in his court, and do 
homage for the fiefs which he held. in France; 
but the favourite of the king of England, a young 
man of the name of Spenſer, of high rank. and of 
a noble family, had already provoked the enmity 
of. Iſabella; he was thereforeaynwilling to attend 
| his maſter to Paris, and expoſe himſelf 3 in a court 
VOL, Is Z 5 where 
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where the credit of that princeſs might be danger- 
ous to him; ſtill leſs was he inclined to hazard the 
abſence of the eaſy and fickle king: At length he 
embraced an expedient, which ſeemed contrived to 
remove all difficulties, but which proved fatal to 


© AN his own authority and life. Edward reſigned to his 


| eldeſt ſon, of the ſame name, and then only thir. 
teen years of age, the dominion of Guienne; and 
with his mother that prince ſet out for Paris, to 
perform the ceremony of homage to his ſuperior 
lord. But Iſabella, on her arrival in France, drew 
to her ſide the Engliſh fugitives, the common 
enemies of Spenſer and of her huſband : Among 
theſe the moſt conſiderable was Roger Mortimer, 
a powerful baron of the Welch Marches, who had 
| eſcaped from a ſentence of perpetual impriſon- 
ment, and was diſtinguiſned by his ſuperior ani- | 
moſity to the miniſter ; he was eaſily admitted to 
pay his court to the queen, and his perſon and 
addreſs ſoon commanded her affections. To her 
paſſion ſhe facrificed every fentiment of honour 
and virtue; and the moment ſhe had injured Ed- 
ward, her contempt for him was changed into im- 
placable hatred. The prince was already in the 
power of the royal adultereſs and her paramour; 
the court of Iſabella was daily ſwelled by the ac- 
- ceſſion of exiled nobles; a correſpondence was 
Jecretly carried on wich the malcontent party in 
| En gland; ; 
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| England; and when Edward required the return 
of his wife and ſon, the queen indignantly anſwered, 

that ſhe would never ſet her foot in the kingdom 
till Spenſer was for ever. removed _ his {ave array : 
and councils. | * 

In the tranſient hoſtilities between France and 
England, the celebrated count of Valois, the uncle 
of the king, had ſucceſsfully invaded Guienne, - 
and cloſed a life of turbulent ambition under the + 
preflure of an uncommon diſeaſe, which baffled 
| the ſkill of the phyſicians ; his laſt breath was de- 
voted to repentance, and he inceſſantly expreſſed | 
| his contrition for the injury he had offered to the 
_ unfortunate Marigni. Before he cloſed his eyes, 
a a truce had been agreed upon between England 
and France ; but the king was ſtill actuated by 
. the ſpirit of his uncle, and was eager to take ad- 

vantage of the weakneſs of Edward and the diſ- a 


ſenſions of his family; ; but he was at the ſame ; | 


time ſenſible that his conduct was ſtrictly watched 
by the pope and the neighbouring princes; he had 
already conſented to receive the homage of the 
young Edward, and no pretence any longer re- - 
mained for openly ſupporting the party of his 
ſiſter. Iſabella and her fon were commanded to 
retire from the dominions of France ; but ſhe had 
already affianced her ſon to Philippa, the daughter 
of the count of Holland and Hainault: His ter- 
2 2 „„ mores 


310 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 


ritories s offered a ſecure aſylum; the open aid of 
the count, and the private aſſiſtance of her brother 
Charles, enabled her to raiſe a force of near three 
thouſand men: With this ſhe ſailed from Dort, 
landed without oppoſition on the coaſt of Suſſex, 
and ſoon found herſelf at the head of a formidable 
army. The feeble forces of the royaliſts were in. 
capable of ſtemming the torrent; Spenſer was 
condemned without trial, and ignominiouſly periſh- 
ed on a gibbet; and the unfortunate king himſelf, 
after the indignity of a formal depoſition and a ſhort 
confinement, fell a victim in Berkeley caſtle to his 
unfeeling and laſcivious conſort, and the ruthleſs 
ambition of the impatient Mortimer. 
Whatever aſſiſtance Charles might privately 
have afforded to his ſiſter, whatever was his ſecret 
ſatisfaction at her ſucceſs, he publicly affected to 
arraign her conduct; and during the life of Ed—- 
ward the Second, would never acknowledge the 
royal title of his ſon. With more honour and 
juſtice he had concurred with his parliament in 
ſupporting the claims of Lewis de Bethune to the 
ſucceſſion and titles of his grandfather Robert, 
count of F landers, Nevers, and Rhetel, in oppo- 
ſition to the pretenſions of the uncle of Lewis and 
the younger ſon of Robert, who had endeavour- 
ed to oppreſs his nephew. But the important 


object of the ambition of Charles, which occupied 
F 5 


his thoughts and inflamed his hopes, was the im- 
perial diadem of Germany: From the decline of 
the race of Charlemagne it had conſtantly been 
ſeparated from the crown of France; and the pre- 
ſent monarch was ardently deſirous of re- uniting 
the long-loſt dignity. In his marriage he had 
connected himſelf in that expectation with Henry 
of Luxemburgh; and a favourable opportunity 
ſeemed now to preſent itſelf of attaining the height 
of mortal. grandeur. 'The imperial dignity had- 
been. diſputed by Lewis of Bavaria, „ p. 
and by Frederick of Auſtria; and the 1325, 1328. 

former, in a ſucceſsful field of battle, had render- 
ed himſelf maſter of the perſon of the latter : But 
his victory could not ſubdue the inflexible hatred 
of pope John the Twenty- ſecond; and the Ro- 
man -pontiff, fruitful in intrigue, ſummoned new 
enemies from every quarter to diſturb the tran- 
quillity of his reign. The ſpiritual thunders of 
excommunication were hurled againſt the head of 
Lewis; and the execution of the ſentence of the 
ſucceſſor of St. Peter was entruſted to the arm of 
Leopold of Auſtria, the brother of the vanquiſhed 
and impriſoned Frederick. To ſtrengthen this 
confederacy, the king of France was allured by 
the promiſe of the imperial ſpoils of the Bavarian; 
and Frederick was to reſign to him the preten- 
ſions which he himſelf had ſo unpropitiouſly aſ- 
3 ſerted. 
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- ſerted. Lewis was not ignorant of, or ' indifferent 
to, the ſtorm which was. gathering; and he en- 
deavoured to encounter his adverſaries with equal 
arts: By immediately releaſing his rival, Frede- 
rick, he engaged his grateful friendſhip, and dif. 
armed his moſt formidable antagoniſt. But the 
| pope was not to be diverted from his deſign by 
the deſertion of ſo powerful an ally; the hopes 


_ conſiderable ſum of money ſecured the per- 


ſeverance of Leopold; and it was determined that 
a new council of the ele&ors ſhould be held, to 
transfer the imperial crown to Charles. | 
Seduced' by theſe vain promiſes and flattering 
expectations, the king of France, with a ſplendid 
| equipage and a gallant train of nobility, ſet out 
for the frontiers of Germany ; but he was ſoon 
convinced that he followed an airy phantom, 
which conſtantly eluded his graſp. Of the vari- 
ous princes who had profeſſed themſelves in his 
Intereſt, the avarice of Leopold alone ſecured his 
appearance; even the king of Bohemia abſented 
- himſelf with an indifference ſimilar to the reſt; 
and the death of his ſiſter Mary, the queen of 
France, diſſolved the engagements which he had 
entered into with that crown. 
A A fall had proved fatal to Mary and the hopes 
which Charles had derived from her pregnancy: 
Solicitous to ) eſtabliſh by mw heirs the peaceable 
| I = ſiucceſſion 
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ſucceſſion of the crown, on the death of his con- 
| fort he raiſed to the royal bed his couſin- german, 
Joanna, daughter to Lewis, count of Evreux; 
yet anticipating the calamities which afterwards 
afflicted his kingdom, he endeavoured by every 
alliance to avert the impending tempeſt. In his 
treaty with Robert, king of Scotland, he had in- 
ſerted an article, that in caſe either monarch 
ſhould die without an heir apparent, the ſtates of 
the kingdom ſhould fill the vacant throne, and 
the other king ſhould ſupport with his whole force 
the legality of their nomination againſt the pre- 
tenſions of any competitor. © But even theſe pre- 
cautions were too weak to. reſtrain the enterpriſes 
of inordinate ambition; and the vigilance of the 
monarch, though thus- inceſſantly diſplayed, was 
Inſufficient to protect his ſubjects from the miſeries 
to which they were deſtined. 5 35 


Charles, on the death of Edward 
che Second, had ſummoned his ſon Ac 
and ſucceſſor, Edward the Third, to yield him 
homage for the lands which he held in France: 
But in conformity witk the general moderation of 
his government, he accepted as an excuſe the un- 
| ſettled ſtate of that monarch's affairs; and equally | 
inclined to propitiate the princes of che blood, he 
beſtowed on Lewis, the grandſon of Lewis the 
; Ninth, the en of Marche, in exchange for 
. . * 


D. 1328. 
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Clermont, and erected into a dukedom his barony | 
of Bourbon. The gradual decay of his health 
announced his approaching diſſolution, and he ex- 
| pired in the ſeventh year of his reign and the thirty. 
fourth year of his age, leaving his queen pregn..at: 
When on his. death-bed reminded of ſettling the 
ſucceſſion, he anſwered, that if his conſort was 
delivered of a daughter, that eee bark be- 
9 to the parliament. 
As the character of Charles was not diftin- 
guiſhed by eminent virtues, it alſe appears to 
have been devoid of any unworthy vices: His 
zeal for juſtice was ſteady yet temperate ; and he 
puniſhed the daring outrages of Jourdain de Liſle, | 
a powerful nobleman of Aquitain, without regard 
to his wealth, his birth, or his marriage with the 
| niece of pope John. That turbulent baron had 
been ſummoned to anſwer before the king to. 
eighteen crimes, of which he had been accuſed; 
he heſitated not to ſwell the number by the inhu- 
man murder of the officer who had been directed 
to cite him: Yet vain of his alliance with the Ro- 
man pontiff, he had the imprudence ſoon aſter to 
enter the court of that ſovereign, whoſe juſtice he 
had braved, and whoſe dignity he had ſo danger- 
ouſly wounded : The king commanded him in- 
ſtantly to be arreſted, and ſentenced him to the 
ignominy of a public execution, the juſt reward 


bol his atrocious guilt. 


. 5 From 


id 
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From Hugh Capet to Lewis the Boiſterous, the 
crown of France had deſcended from father to ſon 
for eleven generations; and the ſucceſſive reigns of 
the different monarchs had all contributed to ex- 
tend their dominions and authority: They had 
ſnaken off their ſervile dependence on the clergy, 
they had reduced the exorbitant power of the no- 
bility, and had eſtabliſhed the royal revenue on # - 
more certain and permanent foundation ; after 
near three centuries and a half the immediate 

poſterity of Hugh expired in Charles che Fourth, 
and the ſceptre was F in the hands of the 
7 uy of Vale. 
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ACCESSION OF PHILIP, THE SIXTH, SURNAMED THE 
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AND ENGLAND.—BATTLE OF CRECY.—SIEGE- OF 
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Th E liſts poſterity of Philip the Fair was ex- 
tinguiſhed in Charles the Fourth; and 
while the ſucceſſion depended on the 
fruit of his widow's pregnancy, the unſettled ſtate 
of the kingdom demanded a regent. Two com- 
petitors appeared for this important truſt; and in 
their pretenſions to the regency, urged their claims 
to the crown. The one was Philip de Valois, 
couſin- german to the deceaſed king, being the ſon 
of Charles de Valois, brother of Philip the Fair; 
the other was — king of England, who in 
night 


4 A. D, 1328, 


4 


? X _ 
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right of his mother aſpired to the throne'of France 
as the nephew of Charles the Fair. But females 
had long been excluded by an eſtabliſhed opinion 
which had acquired equal authority with the moſt 
expreſs and poſitive law: It had been recently 
confirmed in the ſucceſſion of Philip the Long, 
in preference to the daughter of Lewis the Tenth ; 
and even had it been Admitted; it muſt have prov- 
ed fatal to the hopes of Edward, as each of the 
three laſt kings had left behind them daughters 
who were ſtill alive. Under theſe circumſtances, 


Edward thought proper to abandon the ground of 5 


immediate female ſucceſſion; and to aſſert, that 
although his mother Iſabella was, on account of 


her ſex, incapable of ſucceeding, yet he himſelf, 


who inherited through her, was liable to no ſuch 

objection, and might claim by the right of pro- 
pinquity; and that while the weakneſs of a wo- 
man was precluded from aſcending the throne of 
France, the ſame excluſion did not extend to the 
manly pretenſions of her iſſue. © Yet had this 
argument been allowed, the proſpects of Edward 
would have been intercepted by Charles, king of 
| Navarre, deſcended from the daughter of Lewis, 
ſurnamed the Boiſterous; but they were equally 
| oppoſed by cuſtom and policy; the claim of 
Philip de Valois to the regency was unanimouſly | 


admitted ; and on the Us: dowager being 
os EE 
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rot of a daughter, he aſcended the throne 
« France with the ſurname of Fortunare. 

The coronation of the new monarch was cele- 
brated at Rheims; and among the peers who af. 
ſiſted was Lewis, count of Flanders, perſecuted 

and driven into exile by his ſubjects for his inva- 
riable attachment to France. The honour and in- 
tereſt of Philip both prompted him to reſtore him, 
and the firſt moments of his reign were employed 
in levying a powerful army: Accompanied by 
the king of Navarre, the duke of Burgundy, and 
the flower of his nobility, he entered Flanders, 
and found the F lemings ſtrongly entrenched on 
the ſide of a ſteep mountain, with a river in their 
front, and the town of Caſſel in their rear. Their 
inferior numbers were ſupplied by their impracti- 
cable poſition; and Philip muſt have retired 
equally inglorious with his predeceſſors, had he not 
been preſerved from ſo diſgraceful a meaſure by 
the precipitate valour of the Flemings themſelves. 
On the memorable eve of St. Bartholomew they 
iſſued from their works, and attacked the French 

with an impetuoſity as reſiſtleſs as it was unex- 
pected; they penetrated even to the tent of the 
king, who eſcaped with difficulty amidſt the ge- 
 _neral confuſion. But his ſkill and example ſoon 
rallied his flying troops, and he ſeverely avenged 
his danger and diſgrace; the Flemings were to- 
| ; . 5 : 2 * tally 
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KS defeated; thi town of Caſſel was at 


to the flames; and the ſubjects of the count ww 


Flanders were compelled, reluctantly, to receive 
a maſter whom 58 eee with increaſe of 
| hatred. : | 
Although the NP TO of Edward to the re- 
gency had been rejected by the ge- 4A. p. 


neral voice of France, yet Philip 1329, 1339 | 


could not reflect on the claim of ſo formidable a 
rival without a latent ſpark of jealouſy. He had 
already ſummoned the Engliſh monarch to yield 
him homage for the lands he held in France; and 
in conſequence of his contemptuous ſilence had 
ſeized his revenues in that kingdom; to obtain 

the reſtoration of theſe, Edward thought proper 
to paſs the ſeas, and ſubmit to the ſervile cere- 
mony at Amiens. The ſpirit of a haughty and 
gallant youth might have revolted, in a martial 
age, at appearing bare-headed and without arms 
or ſpurs before a prince whoſe equal he conſidered | 
himſelf ; and the prudence | of Philip conſented to 
receive the homage in any form, on condition 
that it ſhould be afterwards explained in the man- 
ner moſt ſatisfactory to him. On the return of 
Edward to England, this explanation was ſtudi- 
ouſly delayed ; and Charles, duke of Alengon, the 
brother of the king of France, entered Guienne, 


and poſſeſſed himſelf of Sainte. Unwilling to for- 
| | feit 
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eit fo rich an inheritance, the king of Kogland 


ſent over a formal deed, in which he acknowledged 
that he owed liege homage to France; and the 


flame of enmity berween the rival ſovereigns would 


perhaps have been finally extinguithed, had it not 
been fanned- by the intrigues of a Jn and 
diſcontented ſubject of France. | 


Robert of Artois was deſcended from the blood 
| royal of France, had eſpouſed the ſiſter of Philip, 


and was ſtill more diſtinguiſhed by his enterpriſ- 
ing capacity. than by his birth or alliance. In the 


late conteft for the regency, he had pleaded the 


cauſe of. Philip with ſplendid eloquence and ſuc- 
ceſsful energy; and in the war with Flanders he 


added the fame of a ſoldier and a general to the 
reputation he had before acquired of an orator 


and a ſtateſman. He had already been gratified 
with ſeveral marks of royal favour; but he found 


although Philip was inclined to reward a ſervant, 


he was too prudent to create a maſter : He had 
loſt the county of Artois, which he claimed as his 
birthright, by a ſentence commonly deemed ini- 


quitous, of Philip the Fair; and h e was „ 
tempted to recover it by means unworthy of his 


rank and character. The written evidenees which 
he produced to ſupport his claim were, on in- 
ſpection, diſcovered to be forged ; and the detec- 
tion of chis crime covered him with ſhame and 


confuſion. 


1 


F a 
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en The king of Francs, his brother- in- 
law, with an honourable indignation not only 
abandoned him, but proſecuted him with violence. 
From the diſgrace and puniſhment which im- 
| pended over him, Robert eſcaped to Brabant; and 
driven thence by the menaces of Philip, with the 

wealth which he had amaſſed he paſſed over to 

England. He was feceived with reſpect and re- 
gard by Edward; nor could the repeated remon- 
ſtrances of the French king exclude him from the 


council and the confidence of the Engliſh mo- 
narch. Perhaps the fayour of Edward towards 


Robert of Artois was firſt ſuggeſted by the reſent- 
ment with which he beheld David Bruce, who 
had fled from the ſword of his competitor, Baliol, 
king of Scotland, partially entertained by the 
court of France; and the ſuſpicion that Philip, 
_ t4 his ſecret practices, ſtill encouraged the Scots 
in their ſtruggles for independence. But the arts 
of Robert ſoon revived in the mind of his new 
patron his former pretenſions to the crown of 


France; and the flattering proſpect which was pre- 


ſented- to his view by the ſpecious colouring of 
an enraged exile, was regarded by Edward with 
boundleſs hope and expectation. 
From this inſtant both princes, re- 'a'p. 
linquiſhing all ideas of peace, induſ- 2339, 2337. 
Ae, prepared for war, Under pretence of un- 
: furling 
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furling the holy banner againſt the infidels; Phi- 
bp diligently levied new forces, and fitted out a 
cConſiderable fleet; he attached to his intereſts the 
pope, the king of Navarre, the duke of Brittany, 
and the count of Bar; and fortified himſelf on 
the ſide of Germany with the alliance of the king 
of Bohemia, the Palatine, the dukes of Lorrain 
and Auſtria, the biſhop | of Liege, the counts of 
Deuxpont, Vaudemont, and Geneva. On the 5 
other hand, Edward was ſupported by his father-in- 
law, the count of Hainault; and engaged by large 
ſubſidies the dukes of Brabrant and Gueldres, the 
| archbiſhop of Cologn, the marquis of Juliers, the 
count of Namur, and the lords of Fauquemont 
; and Baquen: But his moſt conſiderable and im- 
portant ally was James n a brewer in 
Ghent. 5 
In the n of arts and mannes the 
lower ranks of the Flemings had acquired a de- 
- gree of independence generally unknown in an 
age when the common people were almaſt univer- 
fally enſlaved by the feudal inſtitutions. ' With the 
increaſe of wealth they became more ardent in the 
purſuit of that freedom, which alone could ſecure 
the poſſeſſion of it: In ſucceſſive tumultuary con- 
flicts they had inſulted their nobles, and driven 
their earl into exile ; but the ſeditious herd con- 


- ſeted to. obey 1 the e genius of James 
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a Arteville, who: governed chim with a more ab- 5 


ſolute ſway than had ever been aſſumed by any of 
their lawful ſovereigns. "Conſtantly accompanied 


by a guard devoted to his will, his diſpleaſure was 
the ſignal of immediate death ; the magiſtrates 1 
were entirely dependent on his nod; and every _ 


city of Flanders was filled with his ſpies and ad- 


herents. The eſtates. of thoſe whom he had ba- 
niſhed or murdered, he converted to his own uſe; 


and the few nobles who ventured to remain within 


the reach of his lawleſs tyranny, were compelled | 
to propitiate his rage by the moſt abject ſubmil-' 
ſions; To this arrogant and arbitrary demagogue 


Edward aſſiduouſſy applied himſelf; and the 5 


Engliſh, monarch, naturally haughty and aſpiring, 


courted the friendſhip and alliance of the Flemiſh | 
tradeſman by every flattering e that inte- 


reſt could ſuggeſt. 3 


A conſiderable time had 3 con- 4» | 
. +1338. 


ſumed in ſecret negociations and war- 


like preparations and both ſides, impatient of 


further delay, were ready to enter upon action. 


Edward with a formidable armament, paſſed the 


ſeas, and landed at Sluys : But two obſtacles ſtill 


remained; the vaſſals of the empire could not act 
under the command of Edward without the direc- | 


tion of the emperor, who till maintained the ex- 
terior of peace with France; and the Fleming3 
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pretended. the ſame ſcruples with regard to the i in 
vaſion of their liege lord. The firſt was over. 
come by the emperor Lewis appointing Edward 
Vicar of the empire; an empty honour, but which 

| ſerved to baniſh the doubts of the German prin- 
ces: And to obviate the ſecond, Edward, by the 
advice of James d' Arteville, aſſumed the title of 
king of France, and branded Philip de Valois 
with the name of Uſurper.. Vet the king of Eng- 
land ventured not on this ſtep without heſitation 
and reluQtance ; ; and his mind ſeemed filled with 
too true a preſage of the calamities which would 
enſue to the rival r ve n. this fatal ſource 
of eternal enmity. 

After having bed to ht his ſin 
allies, a few moments in the fruitleſs flege of 
- Cambray, Edward advanced towards the frontiers 
of France; and was ſoon convinced of the dif- 
culties he muſt contend with, by the deſertion of 
his brother-in-law the count of Hainault, and the 

count of Namur; who diſregarding the claim of 
Edward to the crown of France, refuſed to act 
againſt their liege lord, and retired with the troops 
under their immediate -OmMNA d. Yet this dimi- 
nution of his forces did not prevent Edward from 
paſſing the Scheld, and appearing in the fields of 
Veronſoffe, near Capelle, with an army of fifty 
thouſand men. Near one hundred thouſand 
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| HISTORY or FRANCE. 8 
French, commanded. by the flower of their nobi- 
lity, and animated by the preſence of their mo- 
narch, approached thoſe plains: But the prudence 
of Philip was conſpicuous on this occaſion; ant 
be Was ene to avoid A derifive bene 

| aeg 44 was. 5s ps to e his. country, 
3 vithour unneceſſarily expoſing i it to the chance of 
war; and he ſoon reaped the fruits of his caution. 
ſince the exhauſted finances of his adverſary com- 
pelled him to diſband. his army, after having an- 
ticipated his revenue, and incurred a heavy aahr 
in the hopeleſs enterpriſe. . mea. 
On the retreat of; his rival, the at- A. D. 
| tention of Philip was, firſt, occupied in 1339, of 4.19 
the endeavour of reconciling the Flemings to their 
exiled lord, and alluring them to the cauſe of 
France; but his efforts were baffled by the influ- 
ence of James d' Arteville, who, ſteadily adhered 
to Edward. After a year waſted in deſultory de- 
ſcents on either coaſt, and indeciſive actions at | 
ſea, the F rench monarch was once more arouſdg 
by the formidable preparations of the king f 6 
England-, to the defence of his.crown and king- _ 
dom. For this, purpoſe he fitted out a fleet of 
four. hundred. veſſels, manned with forty thouſand 
men, and ſtationed them off Sluys, to intercept 
* 9 ns of Edward. The Engliſh navy con- 
be; 1 4222 ſiſted 
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ſiſted only « of two hundred * forty fall ; Sap the 
wind was favourable to their hopes, and they were 
encouraged by the preſence and example of their 
king. The encounter was fierce and bloody, and 
ſuch as might be expected in an age when the ſo- 
vereignty of the ſea depended” rather on perſonal 
valour than naval {kill In the heat of the ac- - 
tion the Flemings, near whoſe coaſt the French 
had imprudentiy engaged, iſſued from their har- 
bours, and oppreſſed their weary adverſaries with 
freſh and unexpected fury; two hundred and thir- 
ty of the French ſhips were taken; and with two 
admirals of France periſhed. thirty thouſand of her 
| braveſt ſeamen * So fatal was the loſs, that tho 
courtiers of Philip preſerved a gloomy filence; 
and their ſovereign was at length informed of the 


national calamity by the Far wand of 2 


Keenſed Jeſter. e 

The ſucceſs of Edward raiſed the hopes of kis 
* allies who, in the moment of proſperity, 'crowd- 
ed to his ſtandard: at the head of a various ar- 
my, compoſed of different nations, and amount- 
ing to one hundred thouſand men, he pointed his 
march towards the frontiers of F rance, while fifty 
thouſand F lemings, under the command of Ro- 
bert of Artois, laid ſiege to St. Omer. But this 
undiſciplined and tumultuous crowd was routed 


by a fally from the ; pr and was not to be 
rallied 
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rallied again by the capacity or exertions of cheir 


leader: Philip had ' already drawn. together the 


ſxeattered forces of his kingdom; the numbers 


of his hoſt were ennobled by the quality of 15 


his adherents; and the kings of Bohemia, Scot- 


land, and Navarre marched under his banner. 


He found Edward engaged in the blockade 
of Tournay, 2 city whoſe fortifications and gar- 


riſon had reſiſted the inceſſant aſſaults of the 


Engliſh, and which the. beſiegers could only 
hope to reduce by famine, The count of 


Eu, to whoſe valour and perſeverance the de- 
fence of this important town was entruſted, had 


expelled from the walls every uſeleſs mouth; 
and the duke of. Brabant, jealous of the ſucceſs 


of Edward, allowed to the inhabitants, thus ex- 


led, a free paſſage through his quarters. 
- F or ten weeks Edward had preſſed his attacks, 


or intercepted the ſupplies of Tournay ; but the 


” approach of Philip diſſipated his viſionary hopes. 


ik, 


| To the vain bravado of the Engliſh monarch to 


decide their differences in ſingle combat, the 
king of France coldly replied, that Edward hav- 
ing done homage to him for Guienne, and ſo- 
lemnly acknowledged him for his ſuperior, it ill 


became him to ſend a challenge to his liege lord; 


but that if he would put the kingdom of Eng- | 


. on the iſſue of their perſonal proweſs, he 
ut vould 
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would 8 accept the challenge Although 
theſe mutual . defiances might ſerve to dazzle 
the eyes of the vulgar, both monarchs equal. 
- iy tired with a fruitleſs campaign, liſtened to 
the peaceful remonſtrances of Jane, the counteſs 
dowager of Hainault. This princeſs was mother- 
in- law to Edward, and ſiſter to Philip. To aſ- 
ſuage the animoſities of contending kings, ſhe had 
left the holy walls of her convent, and her pious 
efforts were productive of a truce for a year, which 
left both parties in poſſeſſion of their different ac- 
quiſitions, and allowed N 855 time to 0 for 
freſh hoſtilities. 'S 

Before even "thi PR, term could | 
chple; an event as unfortunate as it 
was unforeſeen kindled again the flames of war, 
and ſpread their deſtructire progreſs to a much 
wider extent. John, the third duke of Brittany, 
ſenſible of his approaching end, was ſolicitous to 
prevent thoſe diſorders to which a diſputed ſun- 
ceſſion might expoſe his ſubjects; he conſidered 
4 daughter, the only iſſue of his brother the count 


As D. 13419 


of Penthievre, as his heir; and preferred her title 


to that of the count of Montfort, his brother by 

a different mother: He was farther confirmed in 

this opinion by his own family having inherited the 
duchy from a female; he accordingly beſtowed the 
hand of his nie ce on Shan of Bien nephew of the 
| 3 1 king 
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king of France, by his mother, Margaret of Va- 
lois, ſiſter of that monarch; and who, from his 
abilities and connection, was, he preſumed, ca- 
pable of defending the claim he thus transferred 
to him. The Bretons concurred in his choice; 
Z and among. nis vaſſals the count of Mountfort, 
the male heir, ſwore fealty to Charles and his con- 

ſort, as his future ſovereigns. | 
But the death of John revived the ambition of 
Mountfert; and while Charles was employed in. 
ſoliciting at the court of France the Inveſtiture of 
the duchy, his daring competitor, by force or in- 
trigue, had made himſelf maſter of Rennes, Natnz, 
Breſt, and Hennebonne; and had ſecretly engaged 
do yield homage to Edward, as the king of France, 
for the duchy of Brittany. Such a vaſlal opened. 
to the king df England a paſſage into the heart 
of France; this conſideration was enforced by 
the eloquence of Robert of Artois: and Edward 
readily conſented to a treaty which at once flat- 
tered his hopes of dominion and his thirſt for 

revenge. 

Philip had early ſuſpected the correſpondence 
between | Mountfort and the king of England 5 
| and when the latter ventured to appear at Paris, 
determined to arreſt him, and compel him to re- 
ſtore what he had ſeized. Jealous of the inten- 
oy of” the king of France, that nobleman with- 
| A a 4 . drew; ; 
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drew; and his retreat was 9 be: 


tween him and Charles of Blois. In ſupport of 
his kinſman, John, duke of Normandy, the eldeſt 
ſon of Philip, entered Brittany, and inveſted 
Mountfort in the city of Nantz. The fortifica- 


tions of that place might perhaps have. reſiſted 
for ſome time the attack of the beſiegers, but 


Nantz was betrayed by the treachery. of the in- 


| habitants; and Mountfort himſelf was conducted 
2 captiye to Paris, and confined in the Louvre. 


4 FR Philip, who had ſucceeded to the 
1344: throne of F rance by the excluſion of 


the female line, armed in ſypport of his nephew, 


5 whoſe claim was derived from his marriage with 


a niece of the late Duke of Brittany, and held 
in chains a prince whoſe pretenſions were ſimilar 
to his own : But the party of Mountfort was ſtill 
animated by the manly ſpirit of his conſort, who, 


inſtead of deploring with female weakneſs the 
captivity of her hyſband, rouſed the States of ny 
Brittany to reſiſt an uſurper impoſed upon them 


by the arms of France, Inveſted i in Hennebonne, 


me ſuſtained with undaunted courage the aſſaults 


of Charles of Blois; when the ſtrength of that 
city ſeemed exhauſted, ſhe broke through the lines 
of the beſiegers, retired to Breſt, and forced her 


| paſſage back with the important ſuccour of five 


hundred horſe, | Theſe examples of femals va⸗ 
£ £8 =Y 5 | loyp 
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Ne” might retard, but could not have averted 
the fate of Hennebonne; à capitulation had al- 
| ready been propoſed by the biſhop of Leon, when. 
the exulting counteſs beheld from the rampart 
the long- expected fleet of England ſteering to, 
her relief, Six thouſand archers,” with a body of 
heavy cavalry, were immediately landed under 
the command of Sir Walter Manny, a brave and 
experienced leader; and Charles of Blois was 
compelled to retire with a figh of N 3385 

| ment from the hopeleſs fiege. 

A more conſiderable reinforcement , 
ſoon followed theſe, under the guid- 134% 1343. 
ance of Robert. of Artois ; ; and the impatient 
exile ſignalized h his proweſs by the ſucceſsful at- CL. 
tack of Vannes. The Bretons who adhered to 
C charles, ſecretly aſſembled to recover this im- 
portant city ; and Robert was compelled to re- 
linquiſh his prey, after receiving a wound which 
ſoon after terminated a life, the ſource of ſo 
many calamities to his country. Edward, eager to 
revenge the fate of his ally, landed himſelf with 
an army of twelve thouſand men at Morbien, 
near Vannes, and commenced at once the three 
important ſieges of Vannes, of Rennes, and of 
| Nantz. But by dividing his forces, he failed in 
every enterpriſe ; ; and while he faintly proſe- 
outed his attempt againſt Vannes, Philip had 
e en I„F5, 0 
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drawn together an army of thirty thouſand in- 
fantry and four thouſand cavalry. Theſe en- 
tered Brittany, commanded by his eldeſt ſon, 
John, duke of Normandy; and by their ſuperior 
numbers, and lines of gircumvallation, inveſted 
in their turn the beſiegers. © Famine had already 
penetrated. into the camp of the Engliſn; but 
the policy of Edward prevailed, when his arms 


were uſeleſs; in the moment when the duke of 
, Normandy was maſter of the fate of his oppo- 
nent, and might have dictated terms which would 
have extinguiſhed the flames of diſcord, he was 
induced, by the mediation of two legates of the 
court of Rome, to ſubſcribe a truce for three 
years on theſe fair and equitable conditions: : 
That all priſoners ſhould be releaſed ; that the 
places in Brittany ſhould remain in the hands of 
the preſent poſſeſſors; that the allies on both 
ſides ſhould be comprehended i in the ceſſation of 
arms; and that Vannes ſhould be ſequeſtered i in⸗ 
to the hands of the legates during the truce, to 
be afterwards diſpoſed of according to their plea- - 
fore, T hough Edward was ſenſible of the par- 
tiality of the Pope to Philip, and the conſequent 
_ diſpoſal of Vannes, he gladly ſubſcribed terms 
which ſaved his honour, extricated him from his 
immediate diſtreſs, and diſmiſſed him ba medi- 
| tate new hoſtilicies, 
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Philip had engaged with invariable 0206” 


| reluctance in a war from Which he had 234497 zes: 


ſo much to apprehend: The enterpriſes. of. his 
rival had indeed been conſtantly baffled; but 
his own finances were / exhauſted in the fruitleſs 


contention; and he had ſacrificed at Vannes the 
immediate advantages he had obtained, to a truce. 
which he flattered himſelf might be converted 


into a ſolid peace. He was ſoon rouſed from 


| this viſionary hope by the formidable prepara- 
for war was the puniſhment of ſome nobles of 


Brittany, whom Edward aſſerted to he partizans 
of Mountfort, and whoſe execution he deemed 
an infraction of the treaty. While Philip ftrength- 


ened himſelf by a treaty with Humbert, the ſe- 
| cond dauphin of the Viennois, and by the, pur- 


chaſe of Montpellier from the king of Majorca, 
the Engliſh, under the command of the earl of 
Derby, had invaded Guienne, twice defeated a 
French army entruſted to the count of Liſle, . 
and poſſeſſed themſelves of Monſegur, Mon- 
peſat, Villefranche, Miremont, and Tonnins, 
with the fortreſſes of Damaſſen, Aigoilion, Apo: 
gouleme, and Reole. 

The exhauſted ſtate of the F rench treaſury _ 
rendered Ph lip for\ ſome time incapable of op- 
| poling 0 the torrent ; _— the duty which he was 
reduced 


W 


HISTORY. OF. FRANCE. 220 


— 


— 


_ 


"7 
U 


2 
. 


7 12 n 2 
— -P . A 3 — 
or TIM Ita, » 
1 . 2 
> 8 = 


3 
16 


rr 


Re 
__ 2 x 


Gn r AA 
. EI > 2 < 2 T . 4 - . er 
PF ͤ Ä ⁰˙·¹m ͥ O˙M x ⁊ TS 2 
1 — 3 . 2 28 n 
, * e . 1 * TP» 47 rs — 4 "vg 
. — — — - - p F 


- Y 8 w 
2 GP * — 
2 


1 1 
14 
* 's 
Ls l 4 
. — 
+ 
„ 
15 ſj 
57 | 
3! | 
t þ 
4 } 
14.0 
46 
ry 1 | 
LY. . * 
. 
I 598 
4 | 
f 1 
by, is 
1 
1407 1 
5 
1 
. 
1 + 
« It 
e 
+ £88 
. 
45 
„ 
x | 
* 3 
U i 
Fl . 
V 
4 
' f * 
„ 
e. 
5 
, { 
* Ih; 
Hg 4 
wo f 
4 
ie 0 
e 
is 
. 0 
% 
' 
. 
#1 * If 
1.ott lt 
 4& Way 
q 41 
+49 
! 
e 
1 
4 
* ry 
7? 
4 ; * 
we 
4 
WA 
20% 
\ 
1 E 
N 
1 
1 
g 


— ot ewe 20 
- ä — — — 
— — ' — ————ů 2 — * 


3640 m15TORY OF. FRANCE; 


reduced to lay upon falt, had almoſt. provoked 
his people into open rebellion: But as foon as 
theſe diſcontents' were aſſuaged, an army was 


haſtily levied of. one hundred thouſund men. 


The confidence of the ſoldiers in their fuperior 
numbers was augmented by the preſence of the 
dukes of Normandy and Burgundy ; ; the earl of 

Derby was compelled to act upon the defenſive 
Angouleme was taken after a vigorous reſiſt- 
ance ; and the fon of Philip was recalled from 
the blockade of Aiguillon by the fatal raſhneſs 
of his father; and a defeat that' ſeemed to expoſe | 


. the French Honey. to immediate deſtruc- 


tion, | . | 
jp i 2 To defend Galen, oy” 05 fuc- 
Tour the earl of Derby, Edward had 
collected at Southampton a fleet ot near a thou- 
fand ſail, and an army of thirty thouſand men; 
ke embarked on board it, with his fon the prince 
of Wales, then only fifteen years of age, and 


the flower of his nobility; but his intentions 


* 
% 


were baffled by the obſtinacy of the winds; and a 
he was prevailed on to change the object of bis 
deſtination by Geoffry D' Harcourt, an exiled 
noble of Normandy, who ſupplied in the coun- 
cils of the kings the loſs of Robert of Artois. 
Harcourt ſtrongly enforced the advantages that 


would attend the invaſion of Normandy ;' ; def. 
|  fitutp | 
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tirore of any military force, its fertile fields and 
opulent towns preſented à ready harveſt and 
rich plunder to the- firſt invader; while its Vie 
cinity to the capital of France rendered every 
event of importance in thoſe quarters. His 
arguments were deciſive; and Edward ordering 
his fleet to ſteer for the Norman coaſt, up 
landed his forces at La Hogue. . 

Philip received with aſtoniſhment and terror 
the incelligence of the unexpected invaſion of 
his rival; it was immediately followed by the 
melancholy tidings that the counts of Eu, and of 
Tancarville, who had endeavoured to oppoſe 
him, were defeated and taken priſoners, that the 
rich town of Caen was ſurpriſed and plundered; 
and that the devaſtations of the Engliſh were ex- 
tended with licentious fury along the peaceable 
banks of the Seine. While the king of France 
aſſembled his forces, he had the mortification 
to behold his capital inſulted, and his palace of 
St. Germains conſumed, by the incurſions and 
flames of his enemies; but if the firſt moments 
vwere abandoned to deſpair, the ſucceſſive hours 
| were cheered by the proſpect of victory, and the 
hape of revenge; The nobility of France crowded 
to the ſtandard of their ſovereign ; three royal, 
leaders, the king of Bohemia, the king of the 
: e and che * of . marched un- 
der 
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His moſt experienced officers adviſed him to de- 
COS | 75 55 e 
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der his banners; -and an hoſt * one hundred 
and twenty thouſand men promiſed to chaſ. 
tiſe che temerity, and overwhelm the martial 
train of Edward. That prince, diſappointed in 
his intentions of paſſing the Seine, pointed his 
march towards the Somme; but the ſame ob- 
ſtacles pteſented themſelves again; the bridges 


on that river were either broken down or ſtrong- 


1 guarded: a numerous detachment was ſta- 
tioned on the oppoſite banks; and the hoſt of 
Philip already preſſed upon his rear. The pro- 
miſe of liberal reward indueed at laſt a peaſant, 
whoſe name of Gobin Agace hiſtory has preſerv- 
ed from oblivion, to betray. the intereſts of his 


country, and to inform Edward of a ford below 


| Abbeville. At the head of his troops the king 
entered the river, drove the enemy from their 
tation, and purſued them over e plain; while 
Philip arrived uſt in time to endure the mori 


- "hy 


fication of beholding his adverſary's en 
eroſs the Somme, and chis own troops prevented 
by the e _ from A Es _ = 
THe” =") 
The king of be — BOY his 


route over the bridge of Abbeville; - and burn- 


ing with reſentment, - beheld his enemy ſtrongly | 
poſted near the memorable village of Crecy: 


fer 


* - * 
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ſer the combat till the enſuing day, when his 
troops would have recovered from the fatigue ; 
but although Philip aſſented to this counſel, it 


was no longer in his power to carry it into exe- ä 


cution. His progreſs from Abbeville ſeemed ra- 
ther the tumultuous purſuit of a flying foe, than 
a well conducted march to encounter a formi- 

dable enemy; one divifion preſſed. upon ano- 
ther, and the foremoſt ranks had already arrived 
in the preſence of the Engliſh. The firſt line con- 
ſiſted of fifteen "thouſand Genoeſe, armed with 
croſs-bows; but a little before the engagement, 
| thunder ſhower had relaxed the ſtrings of theſe 
weapons, while the Engliſh archers, who main- 
| tained on that day the fame they had before ac- 


quired, drew their bows from their caſes, and 


poured a ſhower 'of arrows on their defencele& 
opponents. The confuſion of the Genoeſe was 
increaſed by the furious charge of Edward Prince 7 
of Wales; and the cavalry of France in vain 
endeavqured to check the ardour and deſtructive 
valour of that martial prince. The numbers of 
the French long ſupplied the want of order and 
diſcipline; but at length the rout was univer- 
ſal; nor could the battle be reftored even by the 
example of Philip himſelf; One horſe had al- 


ready been killed under him; and as he mount- 


«d . to charge" _ is nemzes. the 
| ” reins 
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reins of his bridle were ſeized by John of 
Hainault, and the monarch was reluctantly con- 
veyel off the field of battle. : 
On the diſaſtrous | plains of Done ie 
En hundred French knights, fourteen hun- 
dred gentlemen, four thouſand men, at arms, and 
thirty thouſand of the common ſoldiers. Among 
the ſlain were the kings of Bohemia and Ma- 
Jorca; the former, blind- from age, guided by two 
gentlemen, who faſtened the reins of his horſe 
to jo de s, ruſhed into the thickeſt of the ſlaugh- 
ter, and there gallantly expired fighting; his 
Ex hs with” theſe German words, Ich dien, I 
ſerve, was adopted by the Prince of Wales, and 
has been preſerved by his ſucceſſors.” The tri- 
umph of the victors was ſcarce. alloyed by any 
Joſs; and only three knights, with one eſquire, 
and a very few of inferior note, are ee eee to 
have n on the ſide of the Engliſn. 
| In a few days after the battle of 
A. D. 1346 Crecy, Edward, with his victorious 
army, formed the ſiege of Calais; and Philip 
recalled from Guienne the duke of N ormandy, 
to join the ſhattered remains of his forces. In 
Brittany the arms of France had been equally 
unfortunate, and Charles of Blois was defeated 
and taken priſoner by the counteſs of Mount- 


"FE * his conſort revived the ſpirit of his 
2 we friends 


J 
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lends by her example; ; and Brittany, in a ſuc- 
deſſion of martial enterpriſes, acknowledged and 
admired the valour of theſe hoſtile and heroic 
dames. Some conſolation might be derived from 
the ſtate of Flanders; the fickle Flemings re- 
called their count, and murdered James D' Arte- 
ville, who had attempted to transfer tlie ſove- 
reignty of that country to the prince of Wales; 
but the danger of Calais ſtill loudly called for 
the ſuccour of Philip; with an hoſt, which has 
been computed at two hundred thouſand men, 
he advanced towards the devoted city; but he 
found Edward ſo ſurrounded with moraſſas, and 

ſo ſecured by entrenchments, that any attempt 
was deemed impracticable; and Philip was com- 
pelled, with a ſigh of deſpair, to reſign his faithful , 


| ſubjects to their impending fate. 

The defence of Calais had been en- 
truſted to the courage and conſtancy 
of John of Vienne, a knight of Burgundy, a 
vigilanee and bravery juſtified the important ap- 
pointment, and for near a year had repulſed the 
aſſaults, and baffled the ſtratugems of Edward. 
But the inhabitants were reduced to the laſt ex- 
tremity by famine and fatigue ; and the king of 
England would only conſent to ſuſpend the ge- 
neral deſtruction, on condition thar fix of the 
moſt. conſiderable of the citizens 'ſhould atone 

vox. I. | Bb | e 


1 
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for the obſtinacy of the reſt, by ſubmitting their 
lives to his diſpoſal, and preſenting the keys of 
their city with ropes about their necks. While 
the wretched people gazed on each other, loſt 
in deſpair, Euſtace de St. Pierre, (may his name 
be immortal !)- offered to encounter death for the 
ſafety of his friends and companions, The ge- 
nerous flame of enthuſiaſm was ſoon communi- 
cated, and five more intreated to ſhare the glory 
and danger; they appeared erect and undaunted 
before the haughty victor; but Edward was diſ- 
ſuaded from ſullying his fame by the inhuman 
facrifice; and at the interceſſion of his queen 
Philippa, who was juſt returned from vanquiſhing 
and leading in chains David Bruce, the king of 
Scotland, he diſmiſſed theſe gallant and almoſt diſ- 
appointed burghers. ä 
A. PD. In every ſtage of the war © Phils had 
2348, 13 50. conſtantly expreſſed. his wiſh for peace; 
his defeat at Creey rendered him ſtill more de- 
firous to reſtore tranquillity to his country 3 while 
Edward, amidſt his "triumphs, was unable any 
longer to ſupport the expence of victory. Un- 
der theſe circumſtances, the mediation of the 
court of Rome was readily accepted; and a 
| truce was concluded between the rival monarchs 
for three years. In France the ravages pf war 


had been followed by the meagre. footſteps of 


famine, and the n breath of contagious 
diſeaſe. 
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tiſeaſe. An attempt which had been made on 
Calais was therefore ſtrenuouſly diſavowed by 
Philip; and as it had proved unſucceſsful, the 
diſavowal was accepted by Edward. But the king 
of France received at this period a rich compenſa- 
tion for the loſſes he had ſuſtained in war, by the 
acquiſition of Dauphiny, which has ever ſince af- 
forded the title of dauphin to the eldeſt ſon of the 
crown. Humbert, the prince of that country, 
diſappointed | in his hopes.of marrying Joan, daugh- 
ter of the duke of Bourbon, reſigned his territories 
to Charles, the grandſon of Philip, on whom that 
lady had beſtowed her hand, and retired into the 
order of St. Dominic. The king himſelf, at this 
time a widower, ſoon after eſpouſed Blanch, the 
daughter of Philip count of Evreux and Jane, 
queen of Navarre; the beauty of this princeſs 
had diverted him from his firſt intention of de- 
manding her for his ſon, the duke of Normandy, 
who united himſelf with the counteſs of Bologne : 
But the ſatisfaction which theſe marriages afforded 
was in leſs than a year interrupted by the death of 
the king, who expired in the fiſty-ſeventh year of 
his age, and the twenty-third year of a reign, which 
but ill juſtified his 7 of Fortunate, 
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Chapter the Thirteenth ; 


1 


JOHN, SURNAMED THE GOOD, KING. OF FRANCE, 
——CHARACTER OF CHARLES, KING OF NA- 
VARRE, —WAR WITH ENGLAND. — BATTLE OF 
POICTIERS,—DEFEAT AND CAPTIVITY or JOHN. 
—REGENCY OF THE DAUPHIN,—DISORDERS IN 
'. FRANCE. —PEACE WITH ENGLAND.—JOHN RE- 

STORED TO FREEDOM, AFTERWARDS RETURNS TO 
ENGLAND, AND DIES THERE. OE 


Tor, duke of Nay; ſucceed- 

ed to the throne of France on the 
. . of his father; and the enviable ſurname of 
Good, was the reward of his piety, his ſincerity, 
and integrity; but while his ſubjects contemplated 
with pleaſure theſe virtues, they could not be 
blind to the defects by which they were alloyed: 
He poſſeſſed not that maſterly prudence -and 
foreſight which the difficult ſituation of his king- 
dom required; and he ſeemed to inherit from 
Philip, that impetuoſity which had already proved 
ſo fatal to France. He had ſcarce eſtabliſhed 


his authority, before the nobjlity were diſguſted 
„ : by 
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by an act of unſeaſonable ſeverity: Robert de 
Brienne, count of Eu and Guiſnes, had been 
taken priſoner by the king of England at Caen; 
under pretence of negociating his ranſom, he 
paſſed ſeveral times between France and Eng- 
land; but John ſuſpected him of more danger- 
ous practices; ; and he was accuſed of an inten- 
tion to reſign the important diſtrict of Guiſnes 
to Edward, By the command of his ſovereign 
be was ſuddenly arreſted, and beheaded, without. 
eyen the form of a trial: In his laſt moments he 
was ſaid to have acknowledged his treaſonable 
deſigns; but the confeſſion has ever been doubt- 
ed by contemporary hiſtorians ; and the execu- 
tion has fixed an indelible blot on the memory 
ef John. The conſtable s ſword was delivered 
into the hands of Charles de le Cerda; but his 
fate was equally unfortunate with that of his pre- 
deceſſor; and he had ſcarce attained the envi- 
able dignity, before he fell the Nan of aſſaſſi- 

nation, | 
The author 11 this atrocious deed was 
Charles, king of Navarre, to whom the epithet 
of Wicked has been with juſtice affixed, _ De- 
ſcended from males of the blood - royal of 
France, and the grandſon, by his daughter, of 
Lewis the Boiſterous, he had eſpouſed Joanna, 
the daughter of John: But theſe ties, which 
| Bb3 ovght. 
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ought to have induced him to ſupport, only ani- 
mated his efforts to 'overthrow, the throne ; his 
_ perſonal qualities were the admiration of France 
and Navarre; he was courteous, affable, enter- 
priſing, and eloquent; infinuating in his addreſs, 
and enterpriſing 1n his defigns: But reverſe the 
Portrait, and he was faithleſs, revengeful, and ma- 
licious; inſatiate of power, and unreſtrained by 
principle. He had demanded the county of An- 
gouleme, but the king had beſtowed it on Charles 
de le Cerda, and he for ever deſtroyed his own 
honour to avenge himſelf on his competitor. 
Yet fo weak was the crown, that the king of 
Navarre braved with impunity the. royal indig- 
nation which he had provoked; nor would he 
ſubmit to the vain ceremony of aſking pardon 
for the offence, till he had farther inſulted the 
king of France, by ' demanding and receiving 
the wa Pn. of John as a hoſtage for his 
ſecurit. n 

A Charles had not deigned to conceal 
235% 135+ his pretenfions in Tight of his mo- 
ther to the crown of France; but he urged with 
vehemence his more immediate claim to the coun- 
ties of Champagne and Brie. To obviate any 
further diſpute, John beſtowed the dutchy of 
Normandy on his eldeſt ſon, Charles, who now 
bore the title of Jayphin, and commanded him 


0 
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to ſeize the eſtates of the king of Navarre: The 
meaſure was preſently attended by the appearance 
of that monarch at Paris; and John was glad to 
appeaſe his turbulent murmurs, at the expence of 
one hundred thouſand crowns. 

The truce between the kingdoms of France 
and England had been but ill obſerved on both 
ſides; the French had poſſeſſed themſelves of 
| the ſea- port of St. Jean d'Angeli; and the Eng- 
liſh had ſurpriſed Guiſnes : Every thing ſeemed 
to threaten a revival of former hoſtilities; the 
houſes of Mountfort and Blois ſtill diſplayed in 
arms their unabated enmity; while the ambition 
of Edward was fanned by the factious counſels 
of Geoffrey d'Harcourt, who no longer remem- 
bered the pardon he had received from Philip ; 
and by the daring intrignes of the king of Na. 
varre: Even the dauphin was allured by. the arts 
of that prince, to join the formidable confede- 
racy, and to conſpire againſt his father. But John 
was informed of their ſecret deſigns; he re- 
claimed his ſon by pointing out to him the dan. 
ger and imprudence of theſe connexions; and 
made uſe of his penitence to draw the king of 
Navarre and his adherents into a ſnare. At an 
entertainment at Rouen, theſe were arrefted; the 
former was ſent priſoner to Chateau Gaillard ; 
- and ſryeral of the moſt obnoxious of the latter 
| BIDS: x. were 
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were immediately executed. Yet the ſeverity of 
the king, and the treachery. of the dauphin, in- 
ſtead of deterring the other conſpirators, deter- 
"mined them inſtantly to erect the ſtandard of re- 
bellion. Philip of Navarre, brother to Charles, 
and Geoffrey & Harcourt, armed. the towns and 
caſtles which they occupied in Normandy, and 
ſolicited -in their diftreſs the ſuccour of Eng- 
land. 5 | 
To theſe ich che aſpiring 
"955 hopes of Edward never ſuffered him 
to be indifferent. On the expiration of the truce, 
the prince of Wales had failed with a fleet into 
the Garonne, ravaged the adjacent country, de- 
livered to the flames the towns and villages of 
Languedoc, and retired with his ſpoil into the 
county of Guienne ; while Edward. himſelf from 
Calais had extended his devaſtations ay far as St. 
Omer, The misfortunes of his father Philip were 
ſtill freſh in the mind of John ; and gn this 
occaſion he diſplayed A prudence which it would 
have been happy for his country had he con- 
tinued to exert; He reſtrained the conſtable of 
Bourbon, though at the head of a ſuperior army, 
from hazarding an engagement with the prince 
of Wales; while he himſelf, with the flower of 
his forces, purſued the retreating footſteps of the 
king © of England from St. Omer to Heſdin ; At 


A.D, 
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this place John defied his rival to a pitched 
battle; but Edward, ſcarce noticing the bravado, 
continued his march to Calais, and embarked for 
England. 

The expences of the war had exhauſted the 
coffers of the king of France; and 1 in an aſſembly 
of che ſtates at Paris, he explained the diſtreſſed 
ſituation of his finances, and implored their aſſiſt. 
ance for the defence of the kingdom. The ſtates, 
general conſented to maintain, during the con- 
tinuance of the war, thirty thouſand men; to re- 
| vive the duty on falt; which had been aboliſhed on 
the death of Philip; and added a variety of other 
impoſts, to ſupply the exigencies of government; 
but with the ſpirit of freemen, and a prudent 
jealouſy of the crown, they appointed a com- 
mittee of their own members to take care that the 
money thus levied was entirely en to the 
publick ſervice. 

The ſatisfaction which John might 

receive from theſe important ſupplies, 
and from the concurrence of his people, was in- 
terrupted by the intrigues of the king of Na- 
varre, which have been already noticed, and by 
the open revolt of Geoffrey d' Harcourt in Nor- 
mandy: His nephew, the count of Harcourt, had 
been beheaded, with ſeveral others, when the 


king of Navarre was by the dauphin. 
| | * 
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Geoffrey himſelf, ſoon after fell in an unſucceſi- 
ful &irmiſh ; but theſe gleams of proſperity were 
overcalt by the intelligence that the prince of 
Wales had marched from Bourdeaux with an 
army of twelve thoufand men, and after ravaging 
. the Agenois, Quercy, and the Limouſin, had 
_ entered the province of Berry. Philip immedi- 
ately penetrating into the deſign of that prince, 
to join the mal- contents in Normandy, where 
the earl of Lancaſter ated with an Engliſh army, 
cauſed the bridges of the Loire to be broken 
down, and the paſſes to be carefully guarded. 
With an army of ſixty thoufand men, he pre- 
pared to furround and puniſh the raſh invaders ; 
at Mavpertius, about two leagues from Poictiers, 
he defcried his enemy: The precipitate courage 
of Philip and his nobility would not ſuffer them 
to ava themfelyes of their numbers, which might 
have intercepted the proviſions of the Engliſh, and 
have compelled them to ſurrender without ſtriking. 
a blow. Even when determined on battle, they 
were fatally prevailed on to delay the ſignal for 
attack by the interpoſition of the cardinal of Pe- 
rigors; the pious prelate having heard of the 
approach of the two armies, had haſtened to pre- 
vent, by bis mediation, the effuſion of Chriſtian 
blood: But his efforts were int ffectual; Ed- 
* indeed offered to purchaſe a retreat by 
4 ceding 
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ceding all che conqueſts which he had made du- 
ring this and che former campaign; and ſtipu- 
| hating not to bear arms againſt France during 
the courſe of ſeven years: But John inſiſted that 
the prince of Wales himſelf, with an hundred of 
his attendants, ſhould yield themſelves his pri- 
ſoners; a prize which he hoped the king of Eng- 
land wagld conſent to ranſom by the e of 
Calais. ö 
» The language of oegonticlon- was no longer 
heard; but France had reaſon to lament the offi- 
cious interpoſition of the. cardinal of Perigord ; | 
and Edward had diligently employed the ſhort 
interval to fortify his poſt. The firſt line of the 
French was commanded by the duke of Orleans, 
the king's brother; the ſecond, by the dauphin, 
attended by his two younger brothers; and the 


_ third; by the king himſelf, who was accompanied 


by Philip, his fourth ſon, then only fourteen years 
of age. The French were ſeparated from the 
Engliſh by a narrow lane, and the mareſchals 
Andrehen and Clermont were ordered to open 
this paſs with a ſelect detachment; but the Eng- 
liſh had lined the hedges with archers; numbers 
of the French fell before they reached the plain; 
and the ſurvivors were charged and routed by the 

prince of Wales. At this inſtant, the Captal de 


Buche, who had been ordered by Edward by a 
circuitous 
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circuitous route, to attack the flank of the F rench, 
unexpectedly fell, with ſix hundred choſen ſoldiers, 
on the line commanded by the dauphin. The 
nobles to whom the care of that prince had been 
entruſted, hurried him from the field of battle; 
his troops followed their example; the duke of 
Orleans, attacked at once in front and rear, joined 
the flight; and two lines of the French were in a 
ſhort time thus totally routed and diſperſed. 4 
third ſtill remained, commanded by the king him- 
felf; and the perſonal yalour of John was not 
wanting to retrieve the error inta which his raſhneſ 
had betrayed him, The conflict was long, fierce, 
and bloody; but the ardour of the Engliſh waz 
irreſiſtible, and Edward himſelf on that day ap- 
peared invincible. Deſerted at length on every 
ſide, ſpent with fatigue, and overwhelmed by 
numbers, the king of France ſtill continued to 
defend himſelf, repeatedly exclaiming, Where is 
r my couſin, the prince of Wales? Informed that 
Edward was at a diſtance, he threw down his gaunt- 
let, and yielded himſelf ro Dennis de Morbee, a 


knight of Arras. 


John was received by the victor with every mark 


of generous reſpect ; and during a repaſt whith 
was immediately prepared, the prince of Wales 
ſerved at the royal captive's table, as if he had 
been one of his retinue. The defeat of Poic- 
n | tiers 
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ers induced France to ſolicit a truce; and Ed- 
ward, ſenſible that his forces were too weak to im- 
prove his advantage, and deſirous of ſafely convey- 
ing his royal priſoner to England, aſſented to the 
propoſal. The reception of John at the court of 
London, was a repetition of the ſame reſpectful 
conduct that he had already experienced, and his 
calamity was alleviated by the conſtant exertion of 
courteous humanity, 

But the defeat of Poictiers had in- 
flicted a wound on the profperity of 
France, which was ſtill further inflamed by the 

mteſtine commotions of that country. In the 
| abſence and captivity of the king, the dauphin 
had aſſumed the reins of government; but his 
inexperienced youth expoſed his authority to in- 
ſult; and the aſſembly of the ſtates, which he 
ſummoned, embraced the opportunity, amidſt the 
general confuſion, to limit the power of their 
prince, to impeach the former miſconduct of his 
miniſters, and to demand the liberty of the king 
of Navarre. Marcel, a factious partizan of that 
monarch's, provoſt of the merchants, and firſt 
magiſtrate of Paris, filled by his intrigues the 
city with confuſion ; at his inſtigation a lawleſs 
bravo. had murdered the treaſurer of the crown; 
at the command of the dauphin, the mareſchals 


1 de Clermont and ] ohn de Conflans, 
dragged 
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dragged the aſſaſſin from the ſanctuary of the altar; 
and immediately executed him; but the biſhop 
of Paris exclaimed againſt this invaſion of tlie 
privileges of the church, and Marcel avenged 
the fate of his adherent; the two mareſchals were 
butchered in the preſence of the dauphin; his 

clothes were even ſtained with their blood; and 
when Charles aſked with ſome emotion if he was 
to be involved in the ſame deſtruction, the in- 


ſolence of Marcel affected to provide for his ſe- 


. Pagne armed in his cauſe. 


curity by placing on his head a blue hood, the 
badge of the partizans of Navarre: That mo- 
narch had eſcaped from his priſon to increaſe the 
public diforders; and Charles was reduced to 
cultivate towards him an appearance of regard, 
though he ſtrongly ſuſpected him of having ad- 
miniſtered to him a doſe of poiſon, the immediate 
effects of which he ſurmounted by the goodneſs of 
his conſtitution. | 
| The chiefs of the ſedition had hone them- 

| ſelves with the hope of changing the govern- 
ment, of veſting the power in the commons, and 
leaving the king an empty title; but this wild 
fcheme, which was favourably received in Paris, 
was rejected by the other great cities; the dau- 
phin was recognized by the ſtates- general as re- 
gent, and the inhabitants of Picardy and 2 


The 
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The miſery of France was heightened by 4 
new and unexpected evil: The peaſants, formerly 
oppreſſed, and now unprotected by their maſ- 
ters, felt the pang of want ſharpened by the de- 
riſion of the nobles: The phraſe of Farque bas 
Homme had been applied to them by the con- 
tempt of their ſuperiors, and they now. roſe in 
myriads to avenge their wrongs and inſults ; the 
caſtles of the gentry were conſumed with fire, 
or levelled to the ground; their wives and daugh- 
ters were raviſhed or murdered; and the ſavage 
fury of the rude barbarians beheld with pleaſure 
their former lords expire under the moſt ex- 
quiſite corments. The nobles at length aſſem- 
bled for their mutual defence: The duke of 
Orleans cut off ten thouſand in the neighbour- 
hood of Paris; the king of Navarre put to the 
ſword twelve thouſand, with their principal leader, 
William Caillet; nine thouſand of them had 
inveſted in Meaux the conſort of the dauphin, 
and three other ladies of quality; but in an age 


of chivalry, the defence of the fair was the chief 
glory of the brave; the Captal of Buche, though 

in the ſervice, of Edward, flew to the protection 
of theſe trembling dames : His gallantry was fuc- 
ceſsful; the peaſants were routed with cruel ſlaugh- 
ter; and amidft theſe wild ravages of war, we are 

0 5 80 a | a pleaſed 
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pleaſed to diſcern the veſti es of more . 
emotions. 

Marcel, the doe powell, kai tn; in 
a tumult of his own exciting; and the authority 
of the dauphin was ſupported by the moſſ pru- 
dent and moſt virtuous of the French. By de- 
claring that he would never acknowledge the 
| houſe. of Valois, the king of Navarre had al- 
lured to his ſtandard the independent bodies of 
Norman and Engliſn troops, which on the truce 
had been left to ſeek their own ſubſiſtence; with 
theſe he blockaded the dauphin in Paris; but 
when the hopes of Charles were almoſt extin- 
guiſhed, he was preſerved by an unexpected peace 
with his rival on equal and moderate terms. Al- 
though this meaſure has generally been aſcribed 
do the natural levity of the king of Navarre, yet 
che policy of that prince ſoon pointed out to him 
the improbability of his obtaining an effectual 
ſupport from England ; his own pretenſions to 
the crown claſhed with thoſe of Edward; and he 
was ſenſible in any other expectations he ſhould 
find it more diſſicult to negociate with the haughty 
victor, than with his own Kinſman, humbled by 
inceſſant misfortunes. 

. - John, to regain his freedom, had 
© ** ſubſcribed a peace which reſtored. to 
Edward all the provinces that had been poſſeſſed 

2 | oo by 
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by Henry the Second and his two ſons, and an- 
nexed them to- England without the obligation 
of homage or fealty. But 'theſe terms, which 
would have diſmembered for ever his kingdom, 
were rejected by the dauphin and the States-gene- 
ral, The truce which had been concluded for 
two years was now expired; and Edward caſt an- 
chor before Calais, with a fleet of eleven hundred 
fail; ſoon augmented his army to one hundred 
thouſand men: and again aſſumed the title of 
king of France. | | 
The dauphin, unable to withſtand . p. 
his enemy in the field, contented him- 1359, 1360. 
ſelf with putting the moſt conſiderable towns in 
2 poſture of defence, choſe his ſtation at Paris, 
and allowed the Engliſh to extend their ravages 
over the open country: They had already pene- 
trated through Picardy into Champagne; and Ed- | 
ward, deſirous of being crowned at Rheims, 
where that ceremony is uſually performed, laid 
ſiege to the city. But the walls of Rheims were 
defended by the valour of the inhabitants, and 
the patriotic exhortations of the archbiſhop, John 
de Craon: After waſting his ſtrength in the in- 
effectual enterpriſe during ſeven weeks, the 
king was obliged to retire. From Champagne, 
which was already deſolated, he directed his 


march into Burgundy, and pillaged Tonerre, 
vo. I, KF C 6% Gaillon, 
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Gaillon, and Avalon; but the able of Burgundy 
redeemed his country from the impending ruin 
by the payment of one hundred thouſand marks; 
a ſimilar compoſition preſerved Nivernois; and 
the king of England, after waſting, in a long and 
deſtructive march, that country, the ſovereignty 
of which he claimed, appeared at the gates of 
Paris: The prudence of the dauphin had pro- 
vided that city with magazines which defied the 
attacks of famine; it was equally ſecure by the 
number of its inhabitants from any enterpriſe in 
arms; and Charles, while he applauded his own 
policy, might ſafely deride the vain bravadoes of. 
Edward; who repeatedly defied him to bartle. 


A dreadful tempeſt, to which the 

my of Edward was expoſed in the 
fields 3 4 a is ſuppoſed to have in- 
clined the mind of that monarch towards peace: 
But in the reſolutions of the king of England we 
are to look for motives more characteriſtick than 
| thoſe: of ſuperſtition. All his victories had not 
Procured a ſingle partizan to his claim of ſuc- 
ceſſion; the king of Navarre was his moſt dan- 
gerous rival; and the caution of the dauphin pre- 
cluded him from the hopes of the ſame advan- 
tages as he.had obtained in the fields of Crecy | 
and Poictiers. Under theſe circumſtances, con- 


ferences were opened between the French and 
Engliſh 
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Engliſh commiſſioners at Bretigny in the Char- 
traine, and the peace was at laſt concluded on the 
following conditions: That king John, as his 


ranſom; ſhould pay at different periods three 5 


millions of crowns of gold: that Edward ſhould 
renounce all claim to the crown of France, and 
the provinces of Normandy, Maine, T ouraine, 
and Anjou; and ſhould receive in exchange the 
provinces of Poictou, Saintonge, I'Agenois, Pe- 
rigort, the Limouſin, Quercy, Rovergue, An- 
goumois; with Calais, Guiſnes, Montreuil, and 
the county of Ponthieu, on the other ſide of 
France. That theſe provinces, as well as that of 
Guienne, ſhould be ceded to the crown of Eng- 
land free from fealty or homage; that the king 
of Navarre ſhould be reſtored to his honours and 
eſtates ; that Edward and John ſhould mutually 
renounce their confederacy with the'Flemings and 
Scots; that the houſes of Blois and Mountfort 
ſhould ſubmit their pretenſions to the arbitration 
of the two kings; and that forty hoſtages ſhould 
be ſent to England as a pledge for the faithful 
execution of theſe conditions; among theſe were 
two ſons of the French king, John and Lewis; 
his brother, Philip, duke of Orleans, and _ of 
the principai nobility of France. Ee 
The concluſion of the peace enabled a. 

John, after a captivity of four years, 1360, 363. 

3 3 to 
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to reviſit his capital; but the acclamations of his 
ſubjects muſt have only awakened a more poig- 
nant anguiſh at the calamities which he beheld 
them endure through his imprudence : Large bands 
of military adventurers, who had followed the 
ſtandard of Edward, refuſed to lay down their 
arms, and perſevered in a life of military rapine; 
they affociated themſelves under the name of . 
Companions, and defeated the conſtable, James 
of Bourbon, a prince of the blood, who commanded 
an army of twelve thouſand men. The rage of 
men was attended by that of heaven; and in Pa- 
ris alone thirty thouſand perſons were in one year 
tte victims of a peſtilential diſorder. Amidſt the 
miſeries of his people, the mind of the king was op- 
preſſed by the immenſe ranſom which he had agreed 
to pay for his freedom; on Galeas, the ſon of 
John . Viſconti, duke of Milan, he beſtowed the 
hand of his daughter; and received from his 
new ſon-in-law the ſum of ſix hundred thouſand 
crowns. The Jews, who had been baniſhed 
France, were, by ſimilar argumeats,.permitted to 
return for the term of twenty years; but the ſub- 
jects of John beheld with equal diſguſt the ſordid 
barter of a princeſs whom they reſpected, and the 
reſtoration of a people whom they deſpiſed. Some 


ſatisfaction ge. ariſe to J ohn on the important . 
acqui- 


= 
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acquiſition of Burgundy, which, on the death of 
Philip the late duke, he claimed and wreſted from 
the feeble attempts of the king of Navarre; but 
he again imprudently diſmembered it from the 
crown, by his partiality to his fourth and fa- 
vourite ſon, Philip, whom he created duke of 
Burgundy, and firſt peer of France; and who, 
by his marriage with the widow of his predeceſ- 
ſor, afterwards attained the counties of Flanders : 
and Artois,” and laid the foundation of the future 
greatneſs of his houſe. _ | 


To relieve the anxiety of his mind, and confer 
with pope Innocent the Sixth, whoſe ſteady friend- 
ſhip he had experienced, John undertook a jour- 
ney to Avignon. But this 1 interview with the Ro- 
man pontiff ſerved only more ſtrongly to diſplay 
the fatal impetuoſity which marks his character. 
While the wounds of his country were ſtill freſh, 
while his people had yet ſcarce taſted the com- 


forts of peace, he already contemplated new and 


diſtant wars; the barren laurels of Paleſtine were 
the objects of his reſtleſs ambition; and at the 
perſuaſion of Innocent, he aſſumed the croſs, 
notwithſtanding the remonſtrances and intreaties 
of his nobility. 


But the return of John to F rance 
was attended by new diſappointments 1 
and mortifications; his ſubjects, and even the 
„ 3 2 dauphin, 
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dauphin, loudly accuſed the ignominious terms 
which he had ſubſcribed. His fon, Lewis, count 
of Anjou, impatient of confinement, had eſcaped 
from Edward, whoſe hoſtage he was, and refuſed 
to return at the command of his father: The 
king himſelf was induced, by the numerous em- 
barraſſments which on every ſide preſented them- 
ſelves, to declare his intention of delivering him- 
{elf again into the power of Edward. The dif. 
ſuaſions of his council, who adviſed him to elude 
a treaty which he could not conſiſtent with policy 
fulfil, were. ineffectual; and his anfwer ought to 
be impreſſed on the mind of every ſovereign, 
«© That though gocd faith was banifhed from the 
reft of the earth, ſhe ought ſtill to retain her ha- 
bitation in the breaſt of princes!” He therefore 
croſſed the ſeas; according to the ſuperſtition of 
the times, offered a valuable jewel at the ſhrine 
of Thomas 3 Becket ; and was received at Lon- 
don with every mark of honourable reſpect. But 
it does not appear that his preſence was in any 
ſhape conducive to his intereſt ; Edward received 
with cold diſapprobation his propofal to join his 
intended expedition to the Holy Land; and John 
himſelf was ſoon recalled from his viſionary hopes 
of eaſtern victories, by the flow but certain pro- 
greſs of diſeaſe. A reign of inceſſant calamity, 


which had been impatientiy endured by his ſub- 
_ 
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jects for near fourteen years, was at length terminated 
in his lodgings in the Savoy, and in the capital 
of his enemy: He breathed his laſt in the fifty- 
ſixth year of his age; his funeral was celebrated 
with ſplendid ſolemnity by the Engliſh, and ho- 
noured by the attendance of his rival, Edward; 

and his corpſe was afterwards conveyed to France, 
and interred with thoſe of his predeceſſors in wg 


abbey of St, Denis. 


| C c 4 | Chapter 


32 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 


\ 


Chapter the Fourteenth, 


— 


+. F 
. * 5 
_—_— — — OE FY 4 


* 


| ACCESSION OF THE DAUPHIN, CHARLES THE FIFTH, 
TO THE THRONE OF FRANCE,—THE COUNT OF 
MOUNTFORT ACQUIRES THE DUCHY OF BRITTANY. 
' EXPEDITION OF DU GUESCLIN, — PETER THE 
CRUEL, KING OF CASTILE, DETHRONED BY THE | 
ARMS OF DU GUESCLIN, RESTORED BY THE 
PRINCE OF WALES. AGAIN DEFEATED AND PUT 
TO DEATH BY HENRY OF TRANSTAMARE.— 
WAR BETWEEN THE FRENCH AND ENGLISH.— 
DEATH AND CHARACTER OF CHARLES THE 
FIFTH. | . 


CHARLES the Fifth, who has already been 
frequently, mentioned as dauphin and 
regent, ſucceeded to the throne of 
France; and by his prudence acquired and re- 
tained the honourable diſtinction of Y7/e. The 
king of Navarre, with his uſual turbulence, had 
reſumed his former enterpriſes againſt that prince, 
and was now in arms in Normandy : The command 
of his forces was entruſted to the valour and capa- 

5 dy 


A. D. 1364. | 
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city of the Captal of Buche, to whom Charles 
oppoſed Bertrand du Gueſclin, a gentleman of 
Brittany, and one of the moſt accompliſhed cha- 
racters of the age. In the battle of Chocherel, 
the Captal was-defeated, and taken priſoner by the 
ſuperior genius of his antagoniſt; and du Gueſ- 
clin himſelf ſoon experienced the ſame fate in 
Brittany, where the war was renewed between the 
families of Mountfort and Blois: In an action at 
Auray, Charles of Blois was killed, at the ſame 
time that du Gueſclin fell into the hands of the vic- 
tors; but the prudence and moderation of Charles 
prevented this event from being attended with 
any fatal conſequences; he admitted the claim 
of Mountfort, though a zealous partizan of Eng- 
land, to the duchy, and received the proffered 
| homage for his dominions; and while he thus 
_ reconciled an ancient enemy, he rewarded du 
Gueſclin, who, in conſequence of the treaty had 
regained His freedom, witl the rank of marſhal of 
Normandy. 

By a ſimilar liberality, the king had allured to 
his ſervice Oliver de Cliſſon, and other Bretons 
of military reputation; his diſcernment had long 
diſcovered, and his magnanimity induced him to 
| eſteem the talents of the Captal of Buche, who 
ſhone as a general and a ſtateſman; he releaſed 
him without ranſom, and preſented him with the 

county 


394 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 


county of Nemours. But the Captal, perceiving 
his new engagements diſagreeable to the prince 
of Wales, determined to adhere to his former 
maſter, and reftored to Charles his royal preſent. 
The generoſity of Charles was imitated by his 
uncle, Philip, duke of Orleans; the diftreſs of 
the king compelled him to think of reſuming the 
grants of his predeceſſor; of theſe the duke of 
Orleans poſſeſſed the moiſt conſiderable ; but Phi- 
tip declared, although he conſidered his title as 
good, yet, convinced of the rectitude of the 
king's intentions, he reſigned them into his hands, 
and would be content with whatever he -ſhould 
think proper to aſſign him. The King accepted 
indeed the reſignation, but unwilling to be van- 
quiſhed in this generous conteſt, he alone accept- 
ed it, to confirm the grants more ſtrongly. 
But even the prudence of Charles 
was only in the courſe ef revolving 
years, able to remedy the calamities in which the 
raſhneſs of John had involved his country : The 
military adventurers deſcribed by the appellation 
of Companions, ſtill ravaged France; they re- 
garded with contempt the cenſures of the church; 
and they even rejected the authority of the king 
of England, who enraged at their inſolence, offered 
| to croſs the ſeas to chaſtiſe them. But Charles 
was not deſirous of the preſence of ſo formidable 
a rival ; 


. A. D 1365. 
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a rival; and he was content with coolly declining 
the propoſal, and adding, that he himſelf had 
conceived a project which would deliver bm from 
theſe dangerous inmates. | 
The ſtorm which the king of France was not 
capable of reſiſting by force, he diverted by his 
policy, to ſpend its fury in a different quarter. Pe- 
ter, king of Caſtile, was juſtly ſtigmatized by the 
| epithet of Cruel; his ſubjects, his nobles, and 
at laſt his wife, were the victims of his ferocious 
diſpoſition. The latter, Blanch de Bourbon, was 
 fiſter to the queen of France; and he heſitated 
not, after throwing her into priſon, to put an end 
to her life by poiſon, that he might eſpouſe his 
miſtreſs, Mary de Padilla. 
Henry, count of Tranſtamare, his 4 b. 
natural brother, reſolved to ſeek that 1366, 1367. 
ſecurity in arms which he was hopeleſs of from 
ſubmiſſion: He ſought refuge in France; and 
with the permiſſion of Charles, and by the advice 
of du Gueſclin, determined to employ the daring 
bands of Companions in the deſtruction of the 
tyrant. The abilities of du Gueſclin were the 
means of ſecuring theſe adventurers; he remon- 
ſtated to the leaders (by many of whom he was 
already beloved as the former aſſociate of their 
military toils) on the ignominy of their life, and 
the diſhonourable ſubſiſtence which they drew | 
„ from 
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from plunder and rapine. To the plea of neceſ. 
ſity he oppoſed an honourable expedition, which 
promiſed equal advantages with their preſent de- 
ſultory incurfions. The chiefs of the Companions 
conſented to inliſt under his ſtandard, ſo high was 
their confidence in his honour, though ignorant of 
dhe enterpriſe he meditated, with the ſingle ſtipu- 
lation, that they ſhould not be led againſt the 
prince of Wales. The filent acquieſcence at 
leaſt, if not the -open concurrence, of Edward 
was obtained ; and Charles contributed what little 
| he could ſpare from his ſlender coffers, to com- 
plete and haſten the preparations. _ 

Du Gueſclin joined the martial band at Cha- 
lons, on the Soane; and firſt conducted them 
to Avignon, the reſidence of the Roman pontiff. 
From Innocent the Sixth he demanded an abſo- 
lution for his ſoldiers, and the ſum of two hundred 
thouſand livres. The firſt was inſtantly granted; 
but the ſecond requeſt was received with heſi- 


tation. When complied with, the pious ſuc- 
ceſſor of St. Peter extorted the money from the 


inhabitants of Avignon: But the generous du 
Gueſclin refuſed to trample on the oppreſſed; 
e It is not my purpoſe,” cried the humane war- 

rior, © to injure thoſe innocent people; the pope 
* and his cardinals themſelves can well ſpare me 
> « « that ſum kom their own coffers. This money, 
2 5 e in- 


HISTORY OF FRANCE, 397 


«] inſiſt, muſt be tors to the owners; and 
© ſhould they be defrauded of it, I ſhall myſelf 
« return from the other ſide of the Pyrenees, and 
* oblige you to make them reſtitution.” The 
pope ſubmitted to the peremptory language of 
du Gueſclin, and the ſucceſs of his firſt negocia- 
tion was rivalled by that of his arms. 

The inhabitants of Caſtile joined the ſtandard : 
of Henry of Tranſtamare ; and the tyrant, juſtly 
odious and generally deſerted, fled from the in- 
dignation of his ſubjects, and ſought refuge in 
Guienne, The ſentiments of the prince of Wales 
were however already changed; he regarded the 
fallen monarch with compaſſion, and dreaded the 
powerful confederate that France might acquire in 


the new king of Caſtile. He determined to reſtore 


Peter, and after levying, with incredible diligence, 
a numerous army, he recalled the Companions from 
the ſupport of Henry. | Mot of theſe obeyed a 
voice which they were accuſtomed to reverence ; 
yet Henry, beloved by his new ſubjects, and rein- 
forced by the king of Arragon, beheld himſelf at 
the head of one hundred thouſand men. Du Gueſ- 
clin, and the moſt experienced of the generals, 
_ endeavoured to diſſuade him from hazarding an 
action with Edward, whoſe former ſucceſs had 
inſpired his troops with confidence, and his enemies 
with terror. But Henry truſted to his numbers, 
: | . which 
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' which trebled thoſe of his adverſary ; and he ven, 
tured to encounter the Engliſh prince at Najara. 
The hoft of Henry was routed, with the loſs of 
twenty thouſand men; du Gueſclin himſelf was 
taken priſoner ; while only four knights and forty 
Privates periſhed on the part of Edward. | 
Caſtile immediately ſubmitted to the victor, 
and Peter was once more ſeated on the throne, 
But the ſatisfaction which the prince of Wales 
experienced in the ſucceſs of this perilous enter- 
priſe was ſoon alloyed by the ingratitude of the 
tyrant, who refuſed the pay which he had ſtipu- 
lated to the Engliſh forces; and Edward returned 
tw Guienne with his army diminiſhed, and his 
own conſtitution _ impaired by the noxious | 
climate. 
But Charles was not deterred by the late reverſe 
of fortune which his ally had experienced, from 
hoping a more auſpicious event. The ferocious 
temper of Peter had been heightened by his for- 
mer exile and his preſent proſperity; he conſi- 
dered and he treated his ſubjects as vanquiſhed 
rebels. That Henry of Tranſtamare might avail 


himſelf of the general diſcontent, the king of 
France furniſhed him wich whatever ſums he could 


Poſſibly ſpare, and at the ſame time he paid the 
ranſom of du Gueſclin. Some forces were pri- 


vately levied 1 in France; and the moment they en- 
; ' tered 
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bered the territories of Caſtile, they were ſwelled 
to a hoſt by the indignation of the natives. Henry 
found himſelf again on the throne which he had 
ſo lately quitted ; his juſtice, or his policy, extin- 
guiſhed with life the unceaſing animoſity of Peter; 
whoſe claims ſtill ſurvived in his eldeſt daughter, 
the ſecond wife of the duke of Lancaſter, the 
younger brother of the prince of Wales. 

But a more profitable harveſt ſoon _ 
preſented itſelf to the vigilance and fs 08: 
induſtry of Charles. Edward, in his late expe- 
dition had involved himfelf in debts, which com- 
pelled him to impoſe a new tax on his princi- 
pality. A fickle people complained that their 
privileges were violated; their national hatred 
to the Engliſh, which had been aſſuaged by 
the amiable qualities of the prince of Wales, was 
revived; and their hopes and inclinations were 
directed to Charles, whoſe regulations and mode- 
ration had reſtored the credit of his kingdom, and 
attached to him the confidence of the neighbour- 
ing princes. The king of France, by the treaty 
of Bretigny, had renounced all claim of fealty 
over thoſe provinces which were appropriated to 


the crown of England: But treaties ſeldom bind 


Princes longer than is conſiſtent with their intereſt. 
Charles affected to liſten to the complaints of 


the deputies of Guienne, and at length ſum- 
6 moned 
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moned Edward: to appear at his court at 3 
and juſtify his proceedings againſt his vaſſals. The 
anſwer of Edward was ſuggeſted by the memory 
of his former victories: I will come indeed to 
Paris,” replied the prince; © but it ſhall be at 
1 AR of ſixty thouſand men. 

A. D. The preparations of the king of 
2369 1373. 1 rance had been ſilently but diligently 
completed; and while his adverſary yet doubted 
whether he would preſume to venture on open 
hoſtilities, he had already entered into the coun- 
ty of Ponthieu. The cities of Abbeville, St. 
Valori, Rue, and Crotoy, readily received him ; ; 
and the whole country, in a ſhort time, acknow- 
ledged his authority. The ſouthern provinces 
were. invaded by the dukes of Berri and Anjou, 
the brothers of Charles, guided by the experience 
of du Gueſclin, who was recalled from Spain, 
and had received the ſword of Conſtable. The 
progreſs of the French became every day more 
conſiderable ; lord Chandos, an Engliſh gene- 
'ral of the higheſt military reputation, fell in a 
fkirmiſh ; he was ſucceeded in command by the 
Captal of Buche, who was ſoon after taken pri- 
ſoner in an unſucceſsful aftivn. Sir Robert 
| Knolles had indeed ravaged Champagne, and ad- 
vanced with a body of Engliſh forces into the 
neighbourhood of Paris; but his progreſs was 
; | * 
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checked by the preſence and ſkill of Du Gveſelin; 
while the king of Navarre, ſenſible of the pru- 
dence of Charles, reconciled himſelf, con- 
cluded a treaty with his royal kinfmanz and 
Henry of Caſtile repaid the friendſhip which had 
placed him on the throne, by the aid of a fleet, 
which defeated that of England, and intercepted 
the deſtined ſuccours, in 3 of the port of 
Kochelle. 7 

The prince oof Wales, debilieated by the rapid ad- 
vances of diſeaſe, and unable to mount on horſe- 
back, made only ſome ineffectual attempts to ſtem 
the torrent. After recovering Limoges, and chaſ- 
tiſing the levity or treachery of the inhabitants by 
the ſlaughter of great part of them, he returned 
feeble and depreſſed to England, and committed 
the war to the conduct of his generals. Poictiers, 


St. John de Angeli, Taillebourg, and Angou- 


leme, the effects of the victory of Crecy, opened 
their gates to the conſtable of France; and Ro- 
chelle was reſtored to Charles by a ſtratagem of 
the mayor, who availed himſelf of tlie ignorance 
of the captain who commanded the Engliſh gar- 
riſon. The king of England had himſelf em- 
barked with a gallant army to ſuccour the rem · 
| nant of his forces in France, inveſted in Thouars, 
and which had engaged to ſurrender, unleſs re- 
lieved within a certain time; but the elements 
vox. 1. F themſelves 
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themſelves warred in favour of Charles, and Ed. 
ward was detained by contrary winds till the term 
which had been fixed hadelapſed. With difficulty, 
in a tempeſtuous ſea, he re-gained the Engliſh 
_ coaſt, and abandoned the brave n of his 
former toils to their fate. | 

The duke of Brittany bad, i in a ſecond 

marriage, eſpouſed the daughter of the 
king of England, and amidſt this ſtorm of adver- 
ſity maintained inviolate his connexions with that 
crown. He was now ſummoned by the king of 
France to attend him as his vaſſal. With du Gueſ- 
clin and Oliver Cliſſon, Charles had already allured 
to his ſervice the Bretons whoſe abilities he had moſt 
reaſon to. dread ; and the duke, on this emergency, 
beheld himfelf deſtitute of generals or miniſters 
in whom he could confide. On one ſide, the 
conſtable ; on the other, Oliver Cliſſon, invaded 
the country; and- Montfort, after diſtributing 
the Engliſh forces in the moſt important towns, 
retired to the court of Edward. The pride of the 
Engliſh monarch was wounded by the exile of 
his ſon-in-law ; he enabled the duke to croſs the 
ſeas with an army. of twenty-five thouſand men, 
commanded by his fon, the duke of Lancaſter. 
That. prince, impatient to rival the fame of his 
elder brother, traverſed the length of France, 
from Calais to Bourdeaux. But Charles was not 


4 » 
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to be provoked from the prudent ſyſtem which he 
had embraced, by the inſults of an enemy, or the 
. deſtruction of the country; and the duke of Lan- 
caſter, continually haraſſed by flying parties, and 
the enmity of the inhabitants, without being able 


to compel the French to a deciſive action, or oa 


obtain any ſolid advantage, found his forces di- 
miniſhed above one half before he reached the 
gates of Bourdeaux. . „ 
The Roman pontiff, Innocent the An 

Sixth, ſtill. offered his mediation to re- 1574 1375. 
concile the contending monarchs; but although 
they rejected the propoſals of peace, their mu- 
tual diſtreſs induced them to conſent to a truce 
for two years. Both their kingdoms were de- 
ſolated by the impartial ravages of peſtilence ; 
and the pride of Edward, which had been in- 
flamed by proſperity, was now humbled by the 
loſs of almoſt all his ancient poſſeſſions in France, 
except Bourdeaux and Bayonne ; and all his con- 
queſts, except Calais. Yet, even amidſt their 
common embarraſſments, they were equally in- 

duſtrious to keep alive the ſparks of diſcord, 
by ſilently paſſing over Brittany. But the po- 
licy of Charles, in this inſtance, failed him; the 

duke of Brittany, till aſſiſted by the Engliſh, 


overwhelmed his opponents, commanded by. 


Oliver Cliqon; ; and they were only preſerved from 
D d 2 the 
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the vengeance of their prince by a ſecond truce, 
for a year, concluded at en in which Britcany 
was included; 


"7 a Theſe Ine hear war had been 
2375, 1377+ afliduouſly employed by the king of 
France to reſtore order and tranquillity to the 
provinces from which they had been ſo long 
baniſhed ; at the fame time, by an edi, which 
he cauſed to be regiſtered in parliament, he fixed 
the majority of the kings of France at their en- 
trance into their fourteenth year, contrary to the 
regulation of Philip the Hardy, which continued 
their minority till they had attained fourteen com- 
plete. About this time the prince of Wales, fo 
Jong the ſcourge of the race of Valois} expired of 
a lingering diſorder. Within the ſpace of a year, 
his father Edward, having ſurvived the expiration 
of the truce little more than a month, breathed 
his laſt, The minority of his grandſon, only 
eleven years old, leſt Charles and Du Gueſclin to 
-purſue an almoſt undiſputed conqueſt; and the 
ſcattered remnant in France which yet had re- 
tained its allegiance to England, was entirely 
overwhelmed except Bayonne, Bourdeaux, and 
Calais with its dependencies. , » 

„ p. The: king of France had he ho- 
- 2378, 1380. nour this year to receive in his capital 


the emperor, Charles the Fourth, and his ſon 
- « WIE Wenceſlaus, 
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Wenceſlaus, king of the Romans. But amidſt 
ſcenes of luxury and magnificence, the prudence 
and vigilance of the French monarch were not 
lulled afleep, and he commenced his famous pro- 
cels againſt. the king of Nayarre, for an attempt 
to poiſon him. Several of his aſſociates ſuffered 
in the courſe of this enquiry; and the king of 
Navarre himſelf was deprived of his poſſeſſions 
in Normandy, and his lordſhip of Montpelier, 
which he had obtained in return for his claims on 
the: counties of Champagne and Brie, and the 
duchy of Burgundy. | - Encouraged by this ſuc- 
cel, Charles now turned his attention to the duchy 
of Brittany, which he was deſirous again to annex 
to the crown. The duke was attainted of felony 
by the parliament of Paris; his duchy was de- 

clared to be forfeited; while the pretenſions of 
the widow of Charles of Blois, and his children, 
. were rejected with contempt, But the expecta- 
tions of the king of France were on this occaſion 
. blaſted by the jealouſy of his own nobility, and 
by the general indignation of the Bretons. Theſe 
crowded to the ſtandard of their prince; and even 
the conſtable, Du Gueſelin, refuſed to bear arms 
againſt his native country. Theſe obſtacles in- 
duced Charles to liſten to the language of ac- 
commodation; the Engliſh had availed them- 
ſelves of the diviſion: to recover ſorne places in 
27 11 Wo 3 Guienne: 


x A. D. ** 
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Guienne: Againſt theſe the aged conſtable buckled 


en his armour with the alacrity of youth; the 


revolted towns were reduced to 'capitulate ; and 
the caſtle of Chateauneuf de Randan had fixed 
2 day to ſurrender, unleſs relieved. On the 
morning of that day the conſtable expired, full 


of years and glory; but the Engliſh governor 


faithfully executed. the agreement, and laid the 
keys of the caſtle at nun feet of the 2 mp of the | 
victor. | 

Charles himſelf ſurvived not long 
| hi is general; after having eſtabliſhed 
the precarious throne of the houſe of Valois, he 
yielded, in the prime of his age, to. the premature 
attack of death. All hiſtorians agree in aſcribing 


His early death to the effects of the poiſon which 


had been adminiſtered to him when dauphin, by 
the king of Navarre ; who himſelf, about fix years 


| afterwards, periſhed by a death equally ſingular 


and deplorable : Some bandages of linen ſteeped _ 


in ſulphur and brandy, in which he had been 


wrapped for the cure of the leprofy; , bars fire 
from the careleſſneſs of a page. 

The immediate conſequences of the noxious 
' draught had been delayed by à phyſician ſent to the 
king of France by the emperor, Charles the Fourth, 
who diminiſhed the mortal tendency of the venom 


by N an iſſue in his arm; but he at the ſame 


1 | 5 ; time 
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time declared, that whenever the iſſue was cloſed, 
the fate of Charles was inſtantly determined. His 
prediction was verified; and the king, ſenſible of 
his approaching end, met it with decent fortitude. 
His laſt counſels to the dukes of Berri, Burgundy, 
and Bourbon, were to beſtow the conſtable's ſword 
on Oliver Cliſſon; to ſtrengthen the alliance with 
Germany by marrying his ſon and ſucceſſor to a 
princeſs of that country; and to deliver the people 
as ſoon as poſſible from the burthen of taxes which 
neceſſity had compelled him to impoſe. 
15 the age of forty- four, Charles the Fifth was 
arched from the ſervice of his country, when his 
experience and abilities might have proyed moſt 
beneficial to it. Death had previoufly deprived 
him of his queen, Jane, daughter to Peter, duke 
of Bourbon, an accompliſhed and virtuous prin- 
ceſs, in whom he intended to have veſted the re- 
gency. Du Gueſclin alſo, from whoſe valour the 
ſtate had derived ſuch advantages, was no more, 
The laſt moments of the dying monarch were 
"clouded by the gloomy - proſpe& which preſented 
itſelf; but although his ſagacity might foreſee, his 
ability could not avert, the evils which threatened 
the kingdom; and his ſucceſſor was left without 
experience, and almoſt without a pilot, to ſteer the 
veſſel of the ſtate through a "On and tem- 
peſtuous ſeg, hn" | 
; ba ce. 
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Obapter the Fifteenth, 


TRE DUKE OF ANJOU APPOINTED REGENT DURING 
THE MINORITY OF CHARLES THE SIXTH,—VUN» 
\ . SUCCESSFUL EXPEDITION .AGAINST NAPLES,— 
MAJORITY OF CHARLES THE SIXTH,—MARCHES 
AGAINST THE DUKE OF BRITTANY,—IS SEIZED 
WITH INSANITY NEAR MANS—DISORDERS WHICH 
'  ENSUE.—REVOLUTION IN ENGLAND,——ASSASSI- 
NATION OF THE DUKE OF A. SPATE or 
* AFAROHY IN FRANCE. 4 17255 
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| Wien 2» ON the death of his = Charles 
* the Sixth, on whom was beſtowed 
the appellation of Well-beloved, was only twelve 

years old; and the late king had nominated his 

eldeſt brother, the duke of Anjou, as the guardian 

of his nephew, till he attained the age appointed 
for taking the reins of government into his own 

hands. The firſt care of. the new regent was to 
— the 8 of this important truſt ; but he 

N ſeems 


LEY 


ſeems throughout to have been totally indifferent to 
the duties of the charge. Diſtinguiſhed only by | 
unbounded- rapacity and inordinate ambition, he 
readily reſigned the education of the king to the 
dukes of Burgundy and Bourbon; the former his 
uncle by his father's, the latter by his mother's ſide: 
While the duke of Berri, the third ſon of John 
the Good, was eclipſed by the ſuperior . and | 
talents of his competitors... |, LT 
Philip, duke of Burgundy,. was che 3 

of the ſons of John, and had diſtingniſhed his early 
valour by the ſide of his father in the unfortunate 

battle of Poictiers. To reward his courage 
and conſtancy, that aps: had beſtowed upon 
him the duchy of Burgundy ; and Philip afterwards 
encreaſed his proſpe& of dominion by his own 
nuptials with the daughter of the count of Flanders; 
and the marriage of his ſon with Margaret, daugh- 
ter of Albert of Bavaria, count of RN and 


HFolland. 


The firſt care of theſe Bases was hate coronation 
of the young king, which was performed -with 
great ſplendour at Rheims: The ſword of con- 


ſtable was given, according to the deſire of 


Charles the Fiſth, to Oliver Cliſſon; but the duke 
of Anjou ſoon betrayed the confidence which had 
been repoſed in him; and loſt to honour and in- 
tegrity, ſeized, in the caſtle of Melun, the plate 
8 and 


. IRS, PF 


2 rg Mr 26A . 7 — . 
c — 2 rr 5 


e AIRES OO Yue eas LED 
55 — 8 8 * 6 
" | — 


N . 
bY - OILS, — 8 
of * . og 


— . Aa, 


40 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 
and treaſures of the late king, to ſupport his own 


ambitious enterpriſes. Joan, rendered immortal 


by the profligacy of her character, and who was 
deſcended from Charles of Anjou, the brother of 


St. Lewis, reigned at this time at Naples. She 


had already adopted her relation, Charles Du- 
razzo, as her ſueceſſor; but the inhuman Neapo- 
litan depoſed and murdered his benefactreſs; whoſe 


laſt breath revoked the nomination, and declared 
the duke of Anjou the heir to her throne: To ad- 
vance the wild pretenſions of that prince, the 
treaſures of France were ſcattered with a laviſh 
hand; but his troops were defeated, and his deſigns 
continually baffled, by the ſuperior ſkill and artifices 


of his adverſary; and the duke of Anjou diſcovered 
too late that he had ſacrificed his honour without 


gratifying his ambition. 
The conduct of the duke of 1 Was 


equally to be arraigned: Inſtead of training the 
mind of the royal pupil to the purſuit of virtue 
and greatneſs, he indulged him in every deſcrip- 
tion of pleaſure and exceſs; and ſought to ſecure 
his affections by gratifying the licentious paſſions 
of youth. The acquieſcence of the duke of 


Berri was purchaſed by the reſtoration of the county 


of Languedoc, which by Charles the Fifth. had, 


on account of his oppreſſive conduct, been tranſ- 


| ferred to the count of Foix; while the citizens 


of 
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of Paris, oppreſſed by new taxes, broke out into 
open ſedition, and were with difficulty quelled by 
ſome of the more ſubſtantial inhabitants, who 
dreaded, amidſt the tumult, leſt their e | 
ſhould become the prey of the inſurgents. | | 

A peace had been concluded indeed with the 
duke of Brittany ; 'bur Philip of Burgundy, who 
on the departure of the duke of' Anjou for Na- 
ples, had aſſumed the ſole adminiſtration, ſoon 
involved the kingdom i in more ſerious hoſtilities 

Vith the Flemings. T heſe, enraged at the daily 
impoſts with which they were burthened'to ſupply 
the luxury and prodigality of their count, had 
erected the ſtandard of revolt, and choſen as their 
leader Philip, the ſon of James d' Arteville, the 
famous brewer of Ghent. The ſon degenerated 
not from the abilities of his father; bold in action, 
eloquent i in council, penetrating and enterpriſing, 
he prepared his adherents to encounter with reſo- 
lution the ſtorm which menaced them. At the 
head of near fourſcore thouſand men, animated 
by the preſence of their youthful monarch, the 
duke of Burgundy, accompanied by the dukes of 
Berri and Bourbon, and the principal nobility of 
France, invaded Flanders, to reſtore the authority 
of the exiled count. But theſe ſplendid prepa- 
rations ſeemed for ſome time to portend only diſ- 
appointment; ; "oy the operations of. war were : 
0 7. 
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firſt favourable to the Flemings: A conſiderable 


detachment of the French was routed in an in 


effectual attempt to raiſe the ſiege of Oudenarde; 
and the king might have been perhaps expaſed to 
the diſgrace. of a fruitleſs campaign, had not the 
imprudent ardour of Arteville induced him to 


| hazard a deciſive action near the village of Roſe- 


becque, On the banks of the Lis the hopes of 
the Flemings were extinguiſhed by the valour and | 
diſcipline of the French; _ twenty-five thouſand 


of the inſurgents periſhed on the field and among 


| theſe. was their leader Arteville; Oudenarde Was 
immediately relieved; Courtrai, the chief ſeat of 
revolt, ſurrendered ; and the turbulent F lemings 


were once mare reduced to ſubmiſſion by the arms 
of France, 


A. p. The fatisfadtion of the king at this 


1384, 1390. Web was alloyed by freſh tumults 
at Paris; but the fickle citizens were ſoon hum- 
bled by the return of their ſovereign at the head 
of a triumphant army, Several of the great 


towns, which had partaken in the guilt, were in- 


cluded in the puniſhment of the capital; while 


the death of the count of Flanders annexed that 
country, with the provinces of Artois, Revel, and 
Nevers, to the poſſeſſions of the duke of Bur- 
adh. About the ſame time the duke of An- 


w 


In overwhelmed by the. calamities of his Italian 
expedition, 
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expedition, expired at Barr, in Calabria; and the 
king of France, delivered from the immediate 
controul of two of his uncles, began to aſſume 
the reins of government, and difcovered ſymp- 
toms of genius and ſpirit which revived the droop- | 
ing hopes of his country. His marriage had 
already engroſſed the attention of his council; but 
Charles refuſed. to ſacrifice his domeſtic happineſs 
to the forms which had bound his predeceſſors ; 
and declared his reſolution previouſly to behold 
the perſon intended for his conſort. . An inter- 
view was contrived for him at Amiens with Iſa- 
bella, daughter of the duke of Bavaria; and the 


inſinuating addreſs and perſonal charms of that 


princeſs, fatally determined his choice in her 
favour, - 

The unden of the king, though 0d 
tivated, appears to have been clear and manly: 
He again deprived his uncle, the duke of Berri, 
of the government of Languedoc, which he con- 
tinued to abuſe; and conciliated the affections of 
his people, by reſtoring their privileges, and re- 
lieving them from the vexatious taxes which a 
minority had impoſed. He reduced the Flemings 
to acknowledge the authority of his uncle, the 
duke of Burgundy, which at firſt they had op- 
poſed; he detached John de Vienne, with fifteen 
hundred men at arms, to reinforce. the Scotch 
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in their incurſions againſt the Engliſh ; nk; en- 
couraged by the diſorders of an Engliſh govern 


Second, he prepared a 3 fleet at Sluys 
to invade that kingdom, in hopes of recovering 
Calais, in exchange for the conqueſt he might 
make in England. But this enterpriſe was de- 
ſeated by the indolence and obſtinacy of the duke 


of Berri; a majority of the ſhips were loſt in a 


ſtorm; and the advanced ſtate of the ſeaſon com- 
pelled the king, though reluctantly, to abandon 
the immediate execution of his deſigns. A truce 
was ſoon after. concluded between the two king- 
doms, for the ſpace of three years; and before it 
expired England was preſerved from the menaced 
danger, and France plunged into more deep and 
fatal calamities, by an incident the moſt extraordi- 


nary and deplorable. 


de Sieur de Craoh, a profligate 


2390, 1392 nobleman, had been entruſted by the 


court of France with a conſiderable ſum of money 
for the ſupport of the duke of Anjou, reduced 

to extreme diſtreſs by his Italian expedition. He 
had betrayed the confidence which had been 
thus repoſed in him; and diſſipated the money 
in his licentious pleaſures at Venice. By the 
credit of the duke of Orleans, the brother of the 
982 he obtained his pardan, and returned to 


court, 
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court, to abuſe the clemency of his ſovereign. \ 
by an act of more atrocious treachery, .. To | 
gratify his private reſentment, he attempted: to 
aſſaſſinate the conſtable, Oliver Cliſon, whom 
he ſuſpected of having promoted his diſgrace; 
the veteran hero was attacked as he returned 
from the hotel of St. Pol, by twenty ruffians; 
and although he defended himſelf with his 
ſword with his wonted intrepidity, he at length 
fell, from the loſs of blood and the number of 
his wounds, The goodneſs of his conſtitution 
triumphed over the bloody malice of his aſſail- 
ants, while Craon fled from the vengeance of his 
incenſed ſovereign to the protection of the duke 
of Britta. 

Charles demanded the alba; and on the 
refuſal of the duke, prepared to compel him, 
notwittiflanding the remonſtrances of the dukes of 
Burgundy and Berri, at the head of a numerous 
army. Accompanied by theſe princes, he had 
ſcarce arrived at Mans before he was ſeized with 
1 flow fever ; but his impatience to puniſh the 
crime of Craon, and the contempt of the duke 
of Brittany, induced him to reſiſt the advice 
of his phyſicians, and to continue his march. 
As he paſſed through a foreſt between Mans and 
La Fleche, in the heat of the day, the bridle of 
his horſe was ſuddenly ſeized by a man in wretched 
| | apparel, 
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2pparel, black and - hideous © who exclaimed, - 


& My king, where are you going ? you are be- 


« trayed! and then inſtantly diſappeared. At 
that moment, a page who carried the king's lance, 
and who under the preſſure of fatigue had fallen 
aſleep, let fall the lance on a helmet which 


another page carried before him. This noiſe, 


with the ſudden appearance and exclamation of 


che man, concurred to produce an immediate 


arid fatal effect on the king's. imagination. 
He drew his ſword, and ſtruck furiouſly on every 
fide ; three perſons, beſides the page who dropped 
the lance, were the victims. of his phrenzy ; at 
tength he was diſarmed and ſecured ; the violence 
of the effort had exhauſted his ſtrength ; and 
he was conveyed, ſenſeleſs and motionleſs, to 


Mans. 


This account, ſtrange and kp is yet 
ſupported by the united teſtimonies of contem- 
porary hiſtorians. Probably the mind of the 
king, oppreſſed by indiſpoſition, preſented to his 
fancy the ideal figure, the ſource. of his terror; 


: probably the duke of Burgundy uſed this arti- 
ice to fright him from an expedition, from 


which he had endeavoured ineffectually to dif- 
ſuade. But whatever was the cauſe of Charles's 
delirium, the conſequences were melancholy. The 
invaſion of Brittany was -immediately abandoned ; 
| we | | | ie 
5 | 
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the king was re- eonducted to Paris; and ex- 
preſſed, on the recovery of his ſenſes, his horror 
at the blood WARN * been thus e : 
ſpilt. 

During the thies a that his delirium had 
laſted, the grief of his people proclaimed the- 
blameleſs tenor of his adminiſtration : The in- 

telligence of his recovery was welcomed by: marks' 

of unfeigned and unbounded tranſport; but it 

was ſoon diſcovered that he no longer poſſeſſed = 
that clear comprehenſion and ſtrength of judg- 

ment, which had formerly characterized him. 

The doubtful ſtate of his intellects rendered it 

neceſſary that the royal power ſhould be veſted 

in more able hands; and the competition for the 
regency brought forward two characters which 
hitherto had been concealed from public obſer- 
vation. Iſabella, the conſort of the unfortunate 
monarch, has already been- celebrated for her un- 
common beauty and inſinuating addreſs: But 
theſe qualities were alloyed by a mind violent, 
vindictive, and intriguing; by a heart inſenſible | 
to the natural afftQtions of a parent, but open to 
flattery, and ſuſceptible of the impreſſion of every 
lawleſs paſſion; The duke of Orleans, the bro- 
ther of the king, had bur juſt entered his twentieth 
year 5 His perſon” was graceful, his features ani- 


mated, and lie was by nature and education formed 


vol. I, „„ „„ to 


EY ts CORY OF FRANCE 


to ſucceed i in gallantry; his early marriage with 
Valentina, the daughter of the duke of Milan, a 
princeſs of extraordinary charms and accompliſh- 
ments, did not prevent him from engaging in a 
variety of licentious amours; and his intimacy 
with his royal ſiſter-in-law was abhorred as cri- 
minal and inceſtuous. Profuſe and prodigal, his 
hopes were inflamed by the partiality of the queen; 
and he openly aſpired to the regency : But the 
- ſtates regarded him with prudent: diſtruſt ; and 
conferred the adminiſtration of affairs on the more 
mature years of his uncle, the duke of Burgundy. 
Oliver Cliſſon, perſecuted by that prince, and de- 
prived of the ſword of conſtable, which was be- 
ſtowed on the count of Eu, retired into his native 
province, defended his poſſeſſions in that country 
by his own valour and that of his vaſſals, and at 
length effected a reconciliation with the duke of 
Brittany. 
ah few months 3 to re tore the 
health and underſtanding of the wretch- 
ed Charles, when an accident ſcarce leſs extraor- 
dinary than the firſt, plunged him into his former 
phrenzy. An entertainment had been given in 
honour of the marriage of one of the queen's at- 
tendants; and ſix maſques entered the apart- 
ment, diſguiſed like ſatyrs, in dreſſes made of 


In. covered with roſin, and while warm pow- 
dered 
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dered with down: Theſe were the king 4 five | 
' lords of his court. The perſon of Charles at- - 
| tracted the notice of the ducheſs of Berri; and 
although ignorant who he was, ſhe engaged him 
in converſation. In the mean time the duke of 
Orleans, out of levity, ran a lighted torch againſt 
one of the party; the flame was inſtantly com- 
municated to the reſt; and amidſt their torments, 
they repeatedly cried out, Save the king! Save 
« the king! The ducheſs of Berri, recollecting 
that it 4 be the maſque with whom ſhe had 
been converſing, wrapped him in her cloak, and 
preſerved him from the danger. One eſcaped by- 
jumping into a ciſtern of water; but the other 
four periſhed in the greateſt agonies. The terror 
of the king was attended by an inſtant relapſe ; 
and the unhappy delirium continued, though with 
ſome intervals of reaſon , to the laſt moments of 
his life. - . 
In his moſt diſtracted ſtate, Valentin, ducheſs 
of Orleans, gained the ſame aſcendancy over the 
mind of Charles, as her conſort had acquired 
over that of the queen. She alone was grateful 
to him; and ſhe only could ſooth by her preſence 
the fury which frequently convulſed his frame. 
An ignorant and ſuperſtitious age attributed her 
influence to magical incantations; but inſanity 
ſelf | is not inſenſible to the power of beauty; 
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and the enmity of her rivals purſued the authority 


which ſhe had attained by her ſuperior charms. 


The ducheſs of Burgundy in particular diſtin- 
guiſhed herſelf by an implacable hatred ; and 
the quarrels of theſe ladies were ſoon extended to, 


D and perpetuated by, their huſbands. Yet their own 


prudence ſuggeſted to them to court the people by 


_ reſtraining within proper bounds the public expen- 
diture; and to conciliate the affections of the par- 
Hament, by preſerving inviolate the rights and pri- 
vileges of the Commons. Among other regulations 


which marked their adminiſtration, was one which, 


though ineffectual, does credit to their intentions, 
and will meet the applauſe, though it condemns 
the practice, of modern times. They endeavoured 
by wholeſome penalties to check the rage for 


gaming, which already began to appear, and to 

Aan martial and manly exerciſes in its place. 

4 This year a ſchiſm broke out in the 
* court of Rome, which for forty ſuc- 


ceſſive years diſtracted its councils, and divided 


the opinions of its followers. For ſome time paſt 
the popes had reſided at Avignon; but Gregory 
the Eleventh had been perſuaded to return to 
Rome, and expired there. The Romans, ſuſ- 
picious leſt the ſeat of papacy ſhould be trans- 


. ferred again to Avignon, tumultuouſly ſurrounded 


the conclave, and compelled the electors to raiſe 
| oy 5/00 


who were French, no ſooner had recovered their 
liberty, than they fled from Rome, proteſted againſt 
the election as the effect of compulſion, and choſe 


Robert, ſon of the count of Geneva, who took _ 


the name of Clement the Seventh, and eſtabliſhed 
his reſidence at Avignon. The different king- 
doms of Chriſtendom were divided between the 


two pontiffs; and France, after an ineffectual 
effort to compoſe the difference, adhered, with _ 


her allies of Caſtile and Scotland, to the cauſe 


of Clement; while England declared for Urban. 


Each party was deſcribed by the different appella- 
tions of Clementines and Urbanites; and each mu- 


tually branded the other with the opprobrious term 


of Schiſmatics, and rebels to the true ſucceſſor of 

St, Peter. 3 
In the intervals of recovery, Charles 

frequently reſumed his authority. The 
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to the vacant chair of St. Peter, Urban the Sixth, 
by birth an Italian: But the majority of cardinals, 


A. D. 1396. l 


- 


war between the F rench and Engliſh had been 


carried on with languor, apd the two kings, equally 


tired of theſe fruitleſs, hoſtilities, began to think 
in earneſt of a laſting peace, An interview for 


this purpoſe was appointed near Calais; but they 


found their pretenſions ſtill ſo difficult to adjuſt, 


that they were content. to eſtabliſh a truce for 
tnentyt ve years. Charles prevailed on Richard 
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the Second to reſtore Cherbourg to France, and 


Breſt to the duke of Brittany. To draw the bands 
of amity between the two monarchs ſtil} cloſer, 


Richard, now a widower, was contracted to Iſa- 
bella, the daughter of Charles, a princeſs then 
only ſeven years of age. But this marriage, from 
which the king of England hoped to derive ſome 
protection againſt the ambition of his uncles and 
the turbulence of his barons, was never conſum- 
mated, on. account of the 8 e of their 


£5 years. 


Sigiſmond, king of Hungary, had NOM 
the aſſiſtance of France, to check the rapid pro- 
greſs of Bajazer, the ſultan of the Ottomans, who 


had already ſwept away whatever adhered to the 
Greek empire in Thrace, Macedonia, and Theſ- 
ſaly. To the defence of Hungary marched” the 


flower of French chivalry, animated by the pre- 
ſence of John, count of Nevers, eldeſt ſon of 


the duke of Burgundy ; the count of Eu, con- 


ftable, John de Vienne, admiral, of France, and 


the count of Marche, a peer of the blood royal. 


The ardour of theſe gallant princes was tempered 


by the experience of de Courcy, one of the beſt 


and oldeſt captains of Chriſtendom. But in the 


day of action they rejected his prudent counſels, 


and the moderate advice of Sigiſmond. On the 


approach. of the Furks, at the head of their 


martia 
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martial train, which ſcarce exceeded a thouſand 
knights and eſquires, juſt riſen from the pleaſures 
of the table, and heated with wine, they charged 
che vanguard of the infidels with inconſiderate 
valour. Their preſumption was fatal to themſelves, 
and to the cauſe of Sigiſmond: In the plains of 
Nicopolis they were deſerted by the Hungarians, 
and overwhelmed by myriads of the Ottomans. 
The count of Nevers, and twenty- four other lords, 
whoſe birth promiſed the advantage of a ſplendid 
ranſom, were preſerved by the avarice of Bajazet; 
the remainder of the French eaptives were ſuc- 
ceſſively led before the throne; and as they refuſed 
to abjure their faith, were beheaded in the preſence 
of the ſultan, exaſperated by the loſs of his braveſt 
Janiffaries. The furvivors were a long time confined 
at Bourſa, the royal reſidence of the victor ; and 
were at length ranſomed for the ſum of two hun- 

dred thouſand ducats. | 
.. The-relapſes of Charles became every , p. 
a5 more violent; the fatal effects of 1397, ir 38t. 
his former phrenzy were indelibly impreſſed on 
his mind; and one day, ſenſible of the rapid ap- 
proach of his delirium, he called to the duke of 


Burgundy to diſarm him, leſt again he ſhould in- 


jure any of his ſubjects. About this time the 
ancient adverſary of France and ally of England, 
John, duke of Brittany, expired; and bequeathed 
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his children to the Protektion of Oliver . 
whoſe honourable enmity he had ſo. frequently 
experienced, and whoſe. friendſhip he had ſo lately 
_ cultivated. Cliſſon proved himſelf worthy of the 
confidence of his maſter : At that prince's deceaſe 
he was confined to his bed by indiſpoſition; and 
his. daughter, the counteſs of Penthievre, who 
had married the competitor of the late duke, pro- 8 
poſed to her father to ſeize the favourable mo- 


ment, and to reſtore the duchy to her children. 


The ſoul of Cliſſon was incapable of treachery; 
and the feelings of the parent were loſt in indig- 
nation; he darted 2 javelin, which ſtood at his 
bed's head, at his daughter: The counteſs, in en- 
deavouring to eſcape, fell down ſtairs; her thigh _ 
was broken; and her lameneſs ever after atteſted 
her own diſgrace and the oben. fidelity of of | her 
father. ee 1600 x Mx 

1. England, . FFI 
turbulent ſcene preſented itſelf. The 
weakneſs and diſſipation of Richard the Second 
had nouriſhed the ambition of his nobles; and the 
duke of Hereford, the ſon of the duke of Lan- 
taſter, and the couſin of the king, was diſtin- 
guiſhed above the reft by the formidable qualities 
ef courage, of prudence, and of inſinuating ad- 
dreſs. Baniſhed by the king for his intrigues, 
during his abſence the title of Lancaſter devolved 
255 | 0 3 | on 
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his coffers by means the moſt inconſiſtent with 
juſtice ; and he ſeized to his own uſe, contrary to 
his royal word, the inheritance of his exiled kinſ- 
man. Henry of Lancaſter was connected with the 
principal nobility in blood, alliance, or friendſhip : 


Theſe conſidered the injury in its conſequences as 


likely to affect them all: The common people were 


already gained by his courteous manners; and the f 
different ranks of the Engliſh turned their eyes 


upon him, as the only perſon who could retrieve 
the honour of the nation, or redreſs the abuſes of 
goyernment. 

Richard had himſelf a for Want 1. 


dad the revolt of the natives; and had left his 


kingdom open to the enterpriſes of his ambitious 


enemy; when the duke of Lancaſter landed at 
Ravenſpur, in : Yorkſhire, with a train of ſixty | 


perſons, among whom were the archbiſhop of 
Canterbury and the earl of Arundel, the nephew 
of that prelate. They were immediately joined 


by the earls of Northumberland and Weſtmore- 


land; and the ſpirit of diſaffection, in a few days 
march, ſwelled the army of Henry to ſixty thouſand 
men. The duke of York, who had been left regent 
ol the realm, was equally diſqualified by his lender 

capacity and natural Gpexions, from checking 


on kim by the death of his father. The profuſion 
of the king rendered it neceſſary for him to repleniſh 
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the progreſs of his nephew; 3 who yet only cli 
ed, as a loyal ſupplicant, his legal patrimony. 
But the king himſelf, on the news of. this for- 
midable 'invaſion, and the additional intelligence 
that ſeveral of his miniſters had fallen victims to 
the wiſhes of the people and the authority of 
Henry, haſtened from Ireland. At Milford Ha- 
ven he diſembarked an army of twenty thouſand 
men; but theſe ſoon caught the general con- 
tagion, and deſerted their unfortunate ſovereign. 
Richard, hopeleſs of ſuccour, ſurrendered himſelf 
to the earl of Northumberland, was conveyed to 
London, and was depoſed by the tumultuous cla- 
mours of his ſubjects and the irregular decificn of 
2 partial and factious parliament. His ſucceſsful 
| Kinſman, the duke of Lancaſter, was raiſed to the 
vacant throne; and ſoon extinguiſhed, by the 
death of his former ſovereign, his apprehenſions 
from the nne of a fickle and generous 
people. | 8 
WA. D. Wenceſlaus, per of Germany, 
_ 2400, 1493- had implored the aſſiſtance of France 
| roreſtgre him to that dignity of which he had been 
deprived by the electors; and Manuel Paleolo- 
gus, the emperor of Conſtantinople, appeared a 
ſuppliant at Paris, to arouſe again the ardour of 
the French to the encounter of Bajazet, and the 
855 of che W city. To the aid of Wen- 
ceſlaus, 
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ceſlaus, the duke of Orleans led a gallant army ; 
acquired for himſelf the duchy of Luxemburgh ; 


and left his ally ſatisfied with the kingdom of Bo- 


hemia : while the arms of Bajazet were diverted 
from Europe by the invaſion of Tamerlane, the 
Mogyl emperor; and Paleologus was left at li- 


berty to return and occupy Conſtantinople. But 


although foreign empires ſought the ſuecour and 


ſupport of France, the internal government of 


that kingdom preſented a picture of frightful 


anarchy and confuſion. The unhappy malady of 


Charles ſeemed daily to gain ground; and the diſ- 
cordant intereſts and contending parties of the two 
dukes of Orleans and Burgundy, grew up into 
factions of the moſt rancorous and inveterate ani- 
moſity. The former, by his own dominion. over 
the affections of the queen, and by the influence 
of his ducheſs over the king, gained a tranſient 


ſuperiority, and obtained a commiſſion which 


created him lieutenant- general and governor of 
the realm: But he abuſed his power to levy new 
impoſts on the people; and his imprudence even 
included the church in the impartial oppreſſion. 
A burſt of general reſentment drove him from the 
helm, and called to it the duke of Burgundy. 
The paſſions of theſe haughty and ambitious 
chiefs might perhaps haye inſtantly kindled the 
flames of civil war, had not their rage been. in 
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ſome . meaſure appeaſed by the mediation of the 
duke of Bourbon, the only prince who approached 
the throne, and maintained a chamter Pr as 


* E 1 nt 
Vet ſome 1 maſk — ee to 


the policy of the duke of Burgundy, 
which nd to Paris the youthful ſons of the late 
duke of Brittany, and. preſerved them from being 
ſeduced by the arts of Henry the Fourth of Eng- 


land, who had married their mother to ſtrengthen 


his intereſt in that province. Perhaps his life 
might have ſhielded France from the calamities 


which afterwards overwhelmed it: His premature 


death, at this critical period, expoſed it, without 
chart or pilot, to the fury of the ſtorm. He way 


| ſucceeded in his dominions by his ſon John, count 


of Nevers, ſurnamed the Fearleſs, and who inhe- 
rited the enmity of his father to the duke of Or- 
leans, without poſſeſſin g his judgment or apparent 
won. 

The queen and the duke of cok 
1 858 "Ps e again ſeized the adminiſtration: 
They were again driven from it by the virtuous 
clamours of a people, who regarded their intimacy 


with honeſt indignation. While their reſpective 


courts had been maintained in luxury and magni- 
ficence, the unhappy Charles and his children had 


been abandoned to che moſt * diſtreſs; they | 


were 
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were relieved and treated with reſpect and Aiden ; 


tion by the duke of Burgundy, who was nominated 
by the general voice of the public to the regency, 


on the retreat of Iſabella and the duke of Orleans | 


to Melun : When ſuddenly the king ſeemed to 
emerge from the darkneſs which had fo long ob- 
ſcured his underſtanding ; his reaſon returned for 


a longer interval; he deprived the rival dukes of 


the authority which they had alternately enjoyed, 
and alternately abuſed ; and veſted the entire go- 
vernment in the queen anda council of ſtate com- 
poſed of the princes of the blood. 9 
Ihe dukes of Orleans and Burgundy, | 

alike precluded from interfering i in the © 
cabinet, determined to exerciſe their reſtleſs tem- 
pers in martial enterpriſes' againſt the Engliſh. 


They were encouraged by the tottering throne of 


Henry the Fourth, continually affailed by ſecret 


conſpiracies and open rebellions. - But the inva- ' | 


ſion of Guienne, and the attempt on Calais, proved 


equally unſucceſsful; and the miniſters of Charles, 


after obtaining the reſtoration of his daughter, 
who had been contracted to Richard the Second, 
conſented to renew the truce between the two 


kingdoms. The failure of their different expedi- 
tions re-kindled the animoſity of the dukes of 


Orleans and Burgundy ; and they mutually attri- 


buted their diſappointments to each other. At 
N 8 - the 


D. 1406. 
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the intreaties of the duke of Berri they conſented 
to a reconciliation; they embraced at Paris, in the 
Preſence of their uncle; and even vowed on the 
ſacrament, to bury in oblivion the remembrance 


of former enmity. 
But theſe tin FOR of friend. 


A.D. 1407 > tbip were proftituted by the duke of 


Burgundy more eaſily to fatiate his vengeance. A 
contention for power was inflamed by the rage of 
Jealouſy ; and he ſuſpected the duke of Orleans, 


whoſe character for gallantry was notorious, of hav- 


ing violated the honour of his marriage bed. The 
injury was mortal; but the means which he purſued 
to obtain his revenge were unworthy of his family | 
and his former fame. As the duke of Orleans re- 

turned in the dark from the hotel of St. Pol, where 
he had paſſed the evening with the queen, mounted 
on a mule, and only accompanied by two pages, 


he was ſuddenly attacked by eighteen aſſaſſins, 


headed by a Norman gentleman whom he had 
deprived of an employment. With the firſt blow 
of a battle-axe he cut off the duke's hand; 


the ſecond he ſtruck him from his mule; and with 


the third he clove his {kull, leaving him dead on 
the ground. _ 
AD. The duke of 1 at firſt af- 
1408, 1414+ fected to lament the death of his 


noble kinſman with well diſſembled ſorrow; he 
3 ee, 5 appeared 
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appeared at his funeral; and his ſighs were even 
accompanied by tears. But when it was propoſed, 
at the requeſt of the provoſt of Paris, to fearch the 
houſes of the different princes, - his-eountenance be- 
trayed the guilty ſecret. Conſcious of his danger, 
to the duke of Bourbon he acknowledged himſelf 
the author of the bloody deed ; and, with his band 
of aſſaſſins, he eluded the immediate {word of 
juſtice by a precipitate flight into Flanders. Va- 
lentina, the widow of the late duke of Orleans, 
oppreſſed by grief, ſoon followed her huſband to 
the grave; but her ſon, though only fixteen years, 
of age, and who ſucceeded to his father's honours, , 
loudly demanded vengeance on the murderer. 
The kingdom was rent between the two factions, 
the Burgundians and the Armagnacs; for ſo the 
adherents of the duke of Orleans were called, 
from the count of Armagnac, the father-in-law of 
that prince. The duke of Burgundy had, at the 
head of a numerous army, returned to the capital, 
and extorted a pardon from the feeble king, who 
ſeized ſometimes by one party, ſometimes by the 
other, transferred alternately to each of them the 
appearance of legal authority; and ſome idea may 
be formed of the rage which deſolated the king- 
dom, ſince in Paris only, two thouſand citizens 
periſhed in one commotion. | : N 
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432 - HISTORY OF FRANCE. 
The miſery of France ſcarce ſeemed to admit 


of any addition, when the calamities of internal 


diſcord, which almoſt bowed the monarchy to the 


ground, were unexpectedly augmented by the fury 


of foreign invaſion. The pretenſions which had 


dyed with blood the fields of Crecy and Poitiers, 


were again revived by the crown of England: 


And to a warlike prince, already wreathed with 


victory, and early educated in fields of battle, 


France could only oppoſe an inſane king; an in- 
experienced dauphin, whoſe character, fickle, i in- 
conſtant and diſſolute, accumulated the evils of 
the ſtate; and a nobility divided in principle, and 
purſuing each other with active d od un- 
abated "Me 5 e 
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INVASION OF FRANCE BY HENRY THE FIFTH, KING. 
. OF ENGLAND. —BATTLE OF AZINCOURT, =—DIS= 
SENSIONS BETWEEN THE DAUPHIN CHARLES AND 
THE DUKE QF, BURGUNDY; PROGRESS OF THE. 
ENGLISH, —ASSASSIN ATION OF THE DUKE OF 
BURGUNDY. — HENAY ESPOUSES CATHARINE, 
* DAUGHTER O THE KING OF FRANCE, AND 18 
DECLARED REGENT AND HEIR OF THAT KING 


' DOM. —DEATHS | OF THE KINGS | OF ENGLAND 
| AND FRANCE. e 


Tb e. crown of el which len, * D. 1415. 
the Fourth acquired by rebellion, and which he 
ſtained by the murder of the prince whom he 
depoſed, he preſerved by his policy and valour. 
His ſon Henry the Fifth inherited it by a purer 
title; and it was the advice of his dying father to 
divert the reſtleſs ſpirits of the Engliſh from in- 
teſtine commotions to foreign wars. The diſſen- 
| flons of France preſented a favourable opportu- 2 
nity; the new monarch was ſcarce eſtabliſhed on 
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throne bite all England reſounded with his pre- | 
parations; and the miniſters of Charles were aſto- 


niſhed at the demand, as the price of peace, of 


Catharine, the French king's daughter, in mar- 


riage; two millions of crowns, as her portion; 


one million fir hundred thouſand; as the arrears 


of king John's ranſom; and the immediate poſ- 
| ſeſſion and full ſovereignty of all che other pro- 
vinces-:which had been raviſhed from England by 


the arms of Philip Auguſtus, together with * 
ſuperiority of Brittany and Flanders. 

A ſhort interval of reaſon had allowed the king 
at this period to refume the reins of governments 
and he had diſplayed a tranſient vigour in repreſ- 


ſing the factions of the dukes of Burgundy and 
Orleans, and compelling them to .fubmit to the 


terms that he preſcribed. But his council, con- 


ſcious how little dependance could be placed on 
the preſent calm, - were willing to avert the ſtorm 
which threatened them from abroad. Inſtead of 
rejecting theſe exorbitant demands with contempt, 
they offered to Henry the princeſs Catharine, with 
a portion of eight hundred thouſand crowns ; the 


entire ſovereignty of Guienne; and to annex to 


that province the countries of Perigord, Rovergue, 
Saintonge, the Angoumois, and other territories. 
But che negociation of the king of England had 
never been ſerious; the minds of his ſubjects 
J „ Auld. 
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could only. be diverted from the means by which | 
his father had acquired the crown, by an invaſion 
of France; he rejected theſe conditions, continued 
kis preparations for war, and aſſernbled a formida- 
ble armament at the port of Southampton. 
That wealth with which the miniſters of France 
had endeavoured to purchaſe peace, they em- 
ployed ts foment the diſcontents of the ſubjects 
of Henry, and allured ſeveral of his nobility into 
a conſpiracy againſt their ſovereign. But their 
treaſon was diſcovered, and their dark deſigns 
proved only fatal to themſelves; while France, 
at the moment that ſhe depended on the ſucceſs 
of her intrigues, was alarmed and diſmayed by. 
the intelligence that Henry, with an army of ſix 
thouſand men at arms and twenty-four thouſand 
foot, had landed near Harfleur, and preſſed the 
ſiege of that town, which, after an obftinate de- 
fence, was compelled to capitulate. ; 

But the gallantry of the governor and garriſon of 
Harfleur allowed France time to collect her forces; 
an army of fourteen thouſand men at arms, and 


forty thouſand foot, was aſſembled in Normandy, | 


under the conſtable d Albert; while the fatigues of 
the liege, and the uncommon heat of the ſeaſon, 


had waſted the numbers of the Engliſh to ne 


half. of their original force. Henry had already 


diſmiſſed his tranſports, which would have been. 
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43h HISTORY' OF FRANCE. + 
©, endangered on an open coaſt; and ſenfible of the 
. difficulties which muſt have attended his march to 


Calais, he offered to purchaſe a ſafe retreat at the 


expence of his new conqueſt of Harfleur. But ths 


army of the conſtable was already joined by the 
dauphin and the princes of the blood; impatient to 
ſignalize themſelves, and efface the diſgrace of 
Crecy and Poictiers, they rejected the propoſal ; 
and the king of England found he muſt place his 
ſole reliance on his own conduct and valour. He 
flowly pointed his march towards the river Sornme, 


which he hoped to paſs at the ſame ford as had 
ptoved fo auſpicious to his predeceſſor Edward. 


In this he was diſappointed by the precautions 
of the French; and as he advanced along the 


banks of the river, his proviſions. hourly dimi- 
niſned and his difficulties increaſed. At lengtn 


he ſurpriſed a paſſage- near St: Quintin; but he 
had ſcarcely reached the oppoſite ſide, before the 
French, who preſſed upon his footſteps, traverſed 


the Somme alſo, and poſted theraſeives berieen 


the Engliſh army and Calais. 
The experience of former defeats, it night na- 


turally have been expected, would have checked 
che impetuofity of the French, and would have 
taught them to have extinguiſhed their adverſary 
without truſting to the uncertaim event of à field 
—_— But in an age when the art of war 
Was 
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vas little underſtood, and when all Soy conliſted a 


in perſonal prowels; it was difficult to reſtrain the 


fwelling ſpirits of 'a martial nobility, who con- 
ſidered the preſence of their enemy as an inſult, 


The dauphin and the duke of Berri had abſented 
themſelves to attend the king, who was oppreſſed 
by a return of his indiſpoſition ; and the command 
was entruſted to the conſtable d'Albert, who in his 


determinatjon to fight, and in the diſpoſition which 


he made, ſhewed himſelf equally unworthy of the 
| confidence repoſed in him. The plains of Azin- 
court have been rendered immortal by this cele- 
' brated action. Henry no ſooner found his retreat 


intercepted by the appearance of the enemy, than 
| he drew up his army on a narrow ground be- 


tween two woods, which guarded each flank ; 
and - patiently awaited the charge of his foes, 
whoſe numbers four times exceeded his own. 

In the battle of Azincourt we review that of 
Poictiers; the French charged with the ſame con- 
tempt of danger and diſcipline; the Engliſh re- 
ceived them with the ſame cool and deliberate 
intrepidity. The former were led on by a gene- 
rous nobility, and encouraged by their ſuperior 
numbers; ; the latter were animated by the pre- 


ſencg of their king, and the memory of. ancient 
glory. The event was ſuch as might be expected; 
che French were diſordered by their own impe- 
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| to the inſtant conqueſt. of France, that t kingdom, 


tuoſity, and their numbers ſer ved only to increaty 
their confuſion and difgrace, Their -edvalry were 
entangled in the heavy ground on which they en- 


gaged; and, incapable of flight or refiftance, were 


flaughtered by the battle-axes of ihe Engliſh, 


The conſtable himſelf, the count of Nevers, and 


the duke of Brabant, both brothers to the duke 
of Burgundy, the dukes of Alengon and Barre, 


the counts of Vaudemont and Marle, ſeorning to 


ſurvive this national calamity, ruſhed into the 


| midft of the tumult, and periſhed, with above ten 
thouſand of their followers, The dukes of Or- 


leans and Bourbon; the counts of Eu, Vendome, 


and Richemont; the mareſchal of Baucicaut; and 


above fourteen thoufand of inferior rank, were 
taken priſoners: : While on the fide of the Engliſh, | 


the duke of York was the only perſon of conſe-. 


quence who fell; and their whole loſs did not ex- 
ceed forty men. : 

PTY - Henry kame dite can his tri- 
3425, 1426. umphant march to Calais; but the in- 
conſiderable number of his troops did not allow 


him to improve his advantage. From Calais he 


paſſed over with his priſoners to England, and 
ſoon after concluded a truce with the miniſters of | 


| Charles. But whatever reaſons might deter the 


Engliſh monarch from returning with freſh forces 


on 
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on -the news of his victory, was ſhaken by the moſt 


violent convulſions; - Conſternation and affright 


pervaded every province; and the death of the 
dauphin Lewis, though his character afforded na 


promiſe of happier times, heightened the confu- 
fion, by the ſuſpicious circumſtances which ac- 


companied his indiſpoſition. 


ſame unexpected fate; and the voice of a jealous 
people, which even glanced at the queen, more 
loudly accufed the king of Sicily, the ſon of the 
duke of Anjou, who expired at Calabria, of ad- 
miniſtering poiſon to Joha, that he might pro- 
mote the intereſt of Charles, the third ſon of the 
king of France, on whom his daughter had be- 


now devealved. Ci 
The ſword of e 1 


ſtowed, after the defeat of Azincourt, on 
the count of Armagnac; whole enterpriſing meaſures 


compelled the duke of Burgundy to relinquiſh the 
adminiſtration that he had vſurped, and drove him 


from court to ſeek refuge in his own territories. 


From thence he was ſoon invited by new diſſen- 


ſions in the royal family. The queen had amaſſed, 
by years of ſucceſſive rapacity, an immenſe trea- 
bore; the dauphin was perſuaded not only to ſeize 


F f 4 —W_ 


| + 


_ Hts ſecond brother 


John, who fucceeded to his rights and title, 
and who bad married the daughter of the duke 
of Burgundy, within a year was involved in the 


owed her hand, and on whom the title of dauphin 
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it for the public uſe, but at the ſame time to exe. 


cute an act of exemplary vengeance on one of her - 
| minions who had diſhonoured his father's bed. 


The queen herſelf was ſent to Tours, and ſtrily 


| confined, But the ſpirit of Iſabella could ill 


brook theſe reiterated inſults ; and ſhe no longer 


. ſcrupled to enter into a correſpondence with the 
duke of Burgundy. - As her ſon, the dauphin, was 


attached to the houſe of Orleans, ſhe ſpon extended 
her reſentment to him. Delivered from her con- 
finement by the arms of tlie duke of Burgundy, ſhe. 
is ſuppoſed to have received that prince with the 
fame criminal complaiſance as ſhe had before ſhewn 


to the duke of Orleans whom he had cauſed to be 


aſſaſſinated. She aſſumed the title and authority | 
of regent, to which ſhe had been nominated by a 
former edict of the king. Ihe fixed the ſeat of 
her independent reſidence at Troyes; and ſanc- 


' tioned by her name the enterpriſes of her new 


ally againſt the miniſters of her ſon, who, ſhe al 
ſerted, detained her royal conſort in captivity. 

A. Dp. Henry the Fifth had landed again in 
2413, 1419. Normandy, and reduced that fertile 
province to his obedience, Liſſe-Adam, pne of 
the captains of the duke of Burgundy, ſuddenly | 
_ preſented himſelf before. the gates of Paris; was 
admitted into the city by the partiality or treach- 
ey of a $ borgher and headed an inſurrection of the 

| _—_ 
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people, i in which the perſon of the king was ſeized, 
and the count. of Armagnac, the. chancellor, and 
the principal adherents of the Orleans party, were 
inhumanly maſſacred. The dauphin himſelf eſcaped. 
. with difficulty, through the vigilance and addreſs 
of Tannegui de Chaſtel ; - and, rejecting the ſoli- 
citations of his mother to return to Paris, ſecured 
2 himſelf within the walls of Poictiers. 

The king of England, with an army 8 | 
to open reſiſtance; had already ſhaken the walls. 

of Rouen. To the cardinal des Urſins, who en- 
treated him to think of peace, and to moderate 
his pretenſions, © Do you not ſee,” he replied, M 
« that God has led me hither as by the hand: 
Every thing here js in the utmoſt confuſion; 


cc no one thinks of reſiſting me. Can I havea £2 


gc more ſenſible proof that the Being who diſ- 
« poles of empires has determined to place the 
crown of France on my head?” Yet Henry 
was ſenſible what obſtacles {till remained for him 
to ſurmount; he had already experienced the 
difficulties of procuring ſupplies from the Eng- 
Uh parliament; ; and his coffers were exhauſted 
by a ſucceſſion of victories. However flattering 
the proſpect might be to his ambition, his policy 
induced him gradually do leſſen his demands; and 
he fixed, as the price of peace, his marriage 
with the princeſs Catharine, and all the provinces, 
| geded to Edward the Third by the treaty of Bre- 


tigny, 
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tigny, with the addition of N ormandy, which ke 
Vas to receive in full and entire ſovereignty. Ifa- 
bella, diſtirute of every feeling as a queen and 
a mother, and inſatiate of revenge againſt her per- 
ſonal enemies, inſtantly cloſed with the terms 
propoſed, and ever conducted her daughter to 
Troyes, in Champagne, where the nuptials with | 
Henry were to be ſolemnized. But the duke of 
Burgundy ſtill heſitated, Whether a ſpark of pa- 
triotiſm ftill glowed within his bofom, and ſuffered 
him not to ſubſcribe a treaty fo pernicious to his 
country; whether he / dreaded the riſing genius 
of Henry, and foreſaw his own ruin in the ag- 
grandiſement of the Engliſh monarch, he ſeized 
the interval, prefſed his negociations with the 
dauphin, and conſented to an accommodation to 
reſcue his country from deſtruction. 
wur were the views of the duke of Bur- 
gundy, the conduct of the dauphin hag 
for ever ſtained his memory with the 
blackeſt treachery. An interview as appointed 
between the two princes at the bridge of Monte- 
reau- ſur-· Tonne: But the former was ftill conſci- 
| ous of his dark and bloody crime in the affaſſina- 
tion of the duke of Orleans ; he dreaded the ven- 
geance due to his guilt, and ſtudiouſly procraſti- 
_ nated the fatal hour of conference. Every pre- 
caution was taken to remove his fears; lofty rails 
were erected acroſs the bridge; and it was agreed 


_- D. 1419. 
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that only ten perfons on each fide ſhould be ad- 
mitted into the vacant ſpace. Even to the laſt | 
moment his reluctance was extreme; ; but he had 
no advanced too far to retreat. He entered the 
fatal gate, and threw himſelf at the feet of the 
dauphin: At that inſtant, Tannegui de Chaſtel, 
with ſeveral others of the dauphin's party, and 
WhO had been attached to the late duke of Or- 
| leans, ſprung over the barrier. The firſt blow 
was given by Chaſtel; and the duke of Burgundy 
immediately fell, pierced with an hundred wounds. 
His friends, aſtoniſhed, and incapable. of reſiſt- 
ance, were either taken 3 or involved | in 
his fate. | 
The patience of the reader nil have been al- 
ready fatigued by the long ſeries of bloody crimes 
which marks this turbulent and ſanguinary æra; 
but the laft atrocious deed claims ſuch a pre-emi- | 
| hence of guilt as again awakens our attention and 
indignation; We behold a prince, on whom an 
extenfive kingdom long haraſſed by foreign and 
domeſtic war, reſted her laſt hopes, deſpiſe all prin- 
ciples of honour, trample on every law, and be- 
come the baſe accomplice of a cowardly aſſaſſi- 
nation. The extreme youth of the dauphin has 
indeed been pleaded in extenuation of his con- 
duct; but in his more mature years he retained 
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of affection and confidence the bb of 
the flagitious action. The bands of civil ſociety 
were looſened by the royal example; and the 
flames of war, which might have been extinguiſh- - 
ed, or their fury at leaſt aſſuaged, broke forth 
with increaſe of violence. Iſabella, loud in her 
complaints, and impatient for vengeance, inſtant- 
Jy beſtowed- the hand of Catharine on Henry, and 
celebrated their nuptials at Troyes. Philip, the 
ſon of the duke of Burgundy, and who ſucceeded 
to the honours and dominions of his father; joined 
the Engliſh ſtandard, and only ſtipulated the mar- 
riage of his ſiſter with the duke of Bedford, the 
| brother of Henry, and the proſcription of his 
father's aſſaſſins. Tue city of Paris, long partial 
to the houſe of Burgundy, roſe in arms, and filled 
every ſtreet with ſcenes of bloody tumult; while 
the unhappy Charles the Sixth, ſunk into imbe- 
cCillity, and delivered into the hands af the natural 
enemy of his country, ſanctioned by his name 
the unbounded ambition of Henry, and the | im- 
Re paſſions of Iſabella. = 7 
| In the new treaty concluded 3 
8 the kings of France and England and 
"the duke of Burgundy, it was agreed that. Charles 
during his life ſhould enjoy the title and dignity 
of king of France; that Henry ſhould be de- 
rheed: heir, and unn r with the 
-— r 150 
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reins of government, and that that kingdom 7 
ſhould paſs to his heirs general; that France and 
England ſhould for ever be united under one 
king, but ſhould till retain their ſeveral uſages, | 
cuſtoms, and privileges; that all the princes, 
peers, vallals, and communities of France ſhould 
| fear, that they would both adhere to the future 
| facceflion of Henry, and pay him preſent obedi- 
ence as regent; that this prince ſhould unite his 
arms to thoſe of king Charles and the duke. of 
Burgundy, in order to ſubdue the adherents of the 
pretended dauphin; and that theſe. three princes 
ſhould make no peace or truce, with him but OF 
common conſent and agreement. 
As ſoon as the dauphin received in- 
telligence of the treaty of Troyes, ba. 
aſſumed the title of regent, and decked his de- 
termination to depend for - the maintenance of it 


A.D T0066 


on God and his ſword. But unable to refiſt the | 


confederacy of his enemies, he retired into the 


fouthern provinces, and fortified himſelf in the. 


countries beyond the Loire. Henry, in the mean 
time, occupied Sens, and made himſelf maſter of 
Montereau; where the duke of Burgundy found 
the corpſe of his father indecently buried in the 
cloaths in which he was ſlain. His pious care 
embalmed it, and conveyed it in a leaden coffin 
to Dijon. The garriſon and governor of Melun 

. — 
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for four months checked the Re: of the Eng. 
liſh; but that town was at length reduced; and 
Henry, after entruſting Paris tothe vigilance of his 
uncle, the duke of Exeter, croſſed over to England, 
to provide the ſupplies neceſſary for the enſuing 
campaign. He had already levied a new army 
of four thouſand men at arms, and: twenty-four 
thouſand archers, when his embarkation was haſ. 
tened by an important and unexpected defeat. 
When Charles, the dauphin, retired beyond 
the Loire, he was almoſt entirely deſtirute of mo- 
ney or troops. The former he procured to ſup- 
ply his preſent exigencies-by the dangerous mea- 
ſure of debaſing his coin; and Scotland, Jealous 
of the progreſs of Henry, and fearful of the in- 
evitable ruin of her ancient ally, permitted a body 
of ſeven thouſand men, under the command of 
the ear] of Buchan, ſecond ſon to the duke of 
Albany, then regent of the kingdom, to be tranſ- 
ported to France for the ſupport of the dauphin. 
. Henry had endeavoured to recall theſe in the 
name of the Scottiſh king, at that time his pri- 


| 8 ſoner; but the earl of Buchan replied, * that he 


would obey no commands which came from a 
king in captivity ; and that a prince, while. i in the 
hands of his _— was entitled 10 n nh. 
—— 

The duke | of cee a 3 APSR of 
en. | e 
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the king of England, had made an incurſion into 


Anjou, and had attempted to ſurpriſe the Scotch, 
then encamped by themſelves at Beauge. The 


earl of Buchan in a few moments gave te his 


troops an order and a field of battle. Victory 


was long obſtinately diſputed; but the Eng- 


| 1ifh were at laſt defeated. The duke of Clarence 
himſelf was ſlain by Sir Allan Swinton, a Scotch 
knight; the earls of Somerſet, Dorſet, and Hunt- 


ingdon were taken prifoners. Charles received 


with tranſport the news of this firſt advantage 
which he had obtained over the arms of bisane- 
mies; and to reward the ſervices of the earl of 
Buchan, he beſtowed on him the fword of 
conſtable. 7-4 


Se Gon raged A 
Ege e was received in 


Henry: The king 8 


SES 
Paris by the e is of the citizens; and he 


immediately led his army to the relief of Char- 
tres, which was beſieged by the dauphin. That 
prince was compelled to retire before the . uperior 
numbers of his rival, wh purſued, him as far-as 


Orleans. On his return he received the ſub- 


miſſion of Dreux; and as the requeſt of the Pa- 


 Tifians beſieged Meaux: It was obſtinately de- 
fended by the baſtard . Varus, as renowned for 
she a Fon his inhumanity. 


and 


ed all che Engliſh | 


* 
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and adherents - of the duke of Burgundy wks fell 
into his hands. His deſpair protracted his fate 
for eight months: At length Meaux ſurrendered; * 
and Henry immediately commanded the gover 
nor to be ſuſpended from a neighbouring wee, 
the inſtrument of his former barbarities. 
At Paris, a ſolemn proceſs was inſtituted againſt. 
che dauphin for the murder of the duke of Bur- 
gundy: He was ſummoned to appear before a 
tribunal of his enemies; his abſence was con- 
ſtrued into a proof of his guilt ; and he was pro- 
nounced incapable of ſucceeding to the crown, 
This ſentence was ſoon after followed by the in- 
telligence that queen Catharine was delivered of 
a ſon at Windſor; the event was celebrated by 
equal rejoicings at Paris and at London; the 
royal infant, who was baptized by the name of 
his father, H enry, was conſidered as the ſacceflor 
to both kingdoms, and ſeemed to extinguiſh even 
the hopes of the dauphin. That prince, chaſed 
beyond the Loire, deſerted entirely by the north- 
ern provinces, deſtitute of treaſures and troops 
to oppoſe his proſperous competitor, prepared to 
meet with fortitude the deſtruction which it ſeem- 
ed impoſſible to avoid ; when he was preſerved 
by one of thoſe fortunate incidents which ſo of- 
ten baffle the plans of the moſt proſound policy, 
f the fate of —_— 
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. Heary had determined to open the. 
enſuing campaign with the invaſion of EE 
Picardy, and appeared in the field early in the 

month of July. The united forces of the Eng- 
liſh and Burgundians threatened to overwhelm all 
oppolition i But while he halted at Senlis, to al- 
low the earl of Warwick time to ſcour the adja- 
cent country; he was re- called to Paris by the in- 
telligence that the fickle citizens wavered i in theit 
allegiance, and had already entered into a cor- 
reſpondence with the dauphin, to betray the ca- 
pital into his power. The unexpected appearance 
of Henry confourided their intrigues, and com- 
manded their obedience... The king of England 
Immediately returned to Senlis, to preſs the ope- | 
rations of war; where, amidſt the pride of vic- 
tory, and the proſpect of dominion, he was at- 

| tacked by a complaint, which the ignorance of 
the age rendered mortal. A fiſtula with which 
he was ſeized; ſoon terminated i in a mortification ws 
and Henry, ſenſible of his approaching end, de- 
voted, with manly firmneſs, the few remaining 
moments of life to the concerns of his kingdom 
and his family, and to the pious duties of re- 
ligion. 3 

To the duke of Bedford, his elder wee he 
leſt the regency of F rance; That of England he 
committed to the duke of Gloceſter, his younger 
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brother ; 3 and to the earl of Warwick he entruſted 


the important care of his ſon's perſon and edu- 


cation. He entreated theſe noblemen to continue / 

to his infant offspring the fidelity and attachment 
which he himfelf had always experienced from 
them; he expreſſed his confidence that the final 


| acquiſition? of France would be the effect of their 
prudence and valour; he recommended to them 
to maintain the friendſhip of the duke of Bur- 


gundy; never to give liberty to the French pri- 
foners taken at Azincourt, tilt his fon was of 
age, and could hold the reins of government 
himſelf: And he. conjured them, if the fucceſs of 
their arms ſhould not enable them to place young 


Henry on the throne of France, never to make 
peace with that kingdom, unleſs Charles of Valois, 


for ſo he termed the dauphin, ſhould conſent at 
leaſt to annex Normandy to the crown of England, 
as ſome compenſation for the enterpriſes he had 
engaged in, and for the n which they 
would relinquiſh. 1 

Aſter having thus delivered kis le to the 
nobles whom he honoured with his friendſhip, 
the dying monarch affiduouſly applied himſelf to 
his devotions, and declared his ſerious intention, 
when he had completely ſubdued France, to have 
marched againſt the infidek, and attempted the 


1 recovery of the Holy Land. — the mind of 


4 | | Hen NY 


* 
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: Henry, ſtrong and penetrating as it was, lad not 
eſcaped the prejudices of a martial and ſuperſtitious 
age; and he hoped to atone for the crimes of his 


father, and the bloody conſequences of his own 


ambition, by again deluging Paleſtine with the 
blood of unbelievers: Conſoled by this pious reſo- 
| lution, with the calmeſt tranquillity he expired in 
the tenth. year of his reign, and the OR 
year of his age. 
A As the ſucceſsful invader, and the boch; regent 
of F rance, the character of Henry commands out 
attention; his abilities were equally diſtinguiſhed 
ia the field and the cabinet; and while we admire 
the boldneſs of his enterpriſes, we cannot refuſe 
our praiſe to the ſkilful manner in which they were 
conducted: His affability attached to his ſervice his 
friends; his addreſs and clemency vanquiſhed his 
enemies. The unceaſing attention which he paid 
to the adminiſtration of juſtice, and the ſevere 
diſcipline which he preſerved in his armies, alle- 
viated the calamities of the inceffant hoſtilities by 
which France and England were agitated duritig 
| his ſhort and ſplendid reign. He received into 
favour the earl of Marche, who had a better title 
to the crown of England than himſelf ; and that 
nobleman fafely confided in the friendſhip of 2 
monarch, above the low jealouſies which fo fre- 
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452: HISTORY OF FRANCE: | 
ſeems to have alloyed the purity of his charater $; 


but i it was the blemiſh of a great and noble mind; 
the love of arms and military glory. : 
The unhappy Charles, the faber- 


A. D. 1422. 
2 7 in-law of Henry, ſurvived him only 


fifty-ſix. days: The dawn of his underſtanding. 
| had preſented the faireſt proſpect to his ſubjects ;. 


but it was overcaſt by the clouds of inſafity ; and 
the tranſient return of reaſon ſerved only to ex- 
poſe to him the infamy of his conſort, the miſery 
of his people, and his own. wretchedneſs. After 
the deagh of the ducheſs of Orleans, his queen: 
preſented. to him another miſtreſs, who ſoon ac- 


quired the ſame aſcendancy over him. Odette de 


Champdivers was daughter to a dealer in horſes ; 
young, lively, and beautiful, ſhe alone had any 
influence over the diſtracted Charles, who. coha- 
bited with her, and even had by ker a daughter, 
named Margaret de Valois, whom his ſucceſſor 
acknowledged as his ſiſter, and liberally por- 
tioned. In the fifty-fourth year of his age, and the 


forty- third of his reign, Charles was diſmiſſed from 


a life of miſery to the grave: His laſt moments 
were attended only by a ſingle gentleman of the 
bed- chamber, a confeſſor, and an almoner; and 
the'ceremany of his funeral was haftily performed 
without the honours due to his rank, or the atten- 
dance of the princes of his blood. 

| TT Chapter 
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* Chapter the Seventeenth © 


CHARACTER OF CHARLES THE SEVENTH.—CON- 

per or THE DUKE OF BEDFORD.—BATTLES or 
'CREVANT AND VERNEUIL. — DIFFERENCE BER“ 
' TWEEN THE DUKES OF BURGUNDY AND GLOCES-= ' 
TER. —SIEGE OF ORLEANS. —BATTLE OF HER- 
RINGS,—ACCOUNT OF JOAN D*ARC, SURNAMED | 
' THE MAID OF ORLEANS ;—ENTERS ORLEANS, AND 
STORMS THE ENTRENCHMENTS OF THE ENGLISH. 
— THE . OF ORLEANS RAISED, 


Ir is the celebrated remark of a pro- 
found hiſtorian, © that there is in all 
* governments an ultimate point of depreſſion 

s and elevation, at which affairs revert and re- 
c turn in a contrary direction ;” and the juſtice 
of the obſervation is ſtrongly exemplified in that 
æra of the French monarchy which is the imme- 
diate object of our attention. Great part of the 

AIRY of France had periſhed on the fatal plains 
% 1 On N 


A. D. 1422. 
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of Azincourt; ; her princes were the captives. of 
the victors, or had drawn their hoſtile ſwords 
againſt each other ; her provinces were ravaged, 
her treaſures exhauſted, and her cities depopy- 
lated. The feeble age of Henry the Sixth, at 

the deceaſe of his father 2 nine months old, 
was ſupplied by the integrity, the ability, and the 


experience of his two uncles, the dukes of Bed- 


ford and of Gloceſter. On the former, the admi- 
niſtration of France was devolved ; his prudence, 
| his valour, and his generolity qualified him for 
the important truſt ; he was ſeconded by t the moſt 
8 renowned generals of the age, and was at the 
head of armies enured to victory, while the whole 

power of England was at his command]; and the 
northern provinces of France, already reduced 
to ſubmiſſion, contributed their efforts to in- 
volve the remainder of the N in the ſame 


+ ſubjection. 


The meſſenger dich a to the diophin 
the news of his father's death, added the unwel- 
come tidings that Henry of Lancaſter had been 
ſolemnly proclaimed at Paris, king of England 
and of France. A fugitive in che mountains of 
Auvergne, attended only by ſome princes of the 
blood, and a few braye adventurers, Charles heſi- 
tated not to aſſume a title to Which he had ſo 


Foa a claim; be was faluted king by his faithful 


* 


| band. 


8 
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band. of adherents ; and, in the twentieth year of 
his age, was crowned at Poictiers; Rheims, the 
uſual place for that ceremony, being then in the 
hands of the Engliſh. But amidſt the diſtreſſes 
| which ſurrounded him, to maintain the dignity of 
his new ſtation required every exertion of pru- 
dence and activity; ſo extreme was his penury, that 
by the ſale of his royal conſort's plate and jewels, 
he could ſcarce ſupply the immediate demands for 
his dreſs. and table. A powerful and proſpe | 
monarchy was armed againſt him; his own capital, 
with. the moſt deſirable provinces of his kingdom, 
| refuſed their allegiance; and even thoſe who. b7 
che ties of blood and / nature were bound to ſup- 
port him, were cloſely. leagued wich his enemies. 


His kinſman, Philip, duke of Burgundy, purſued 


him as the aſſaſſin of his father; and his mother 
Iſabella affailed his WF, wiſh wenne rage * 
unnatural. enmity,  //, 

Fet ſome rays of Fs a; wd the 
 - clouds of adverſity which darkened his acceſſion. 
He yas. the true and undoubted heir of the mo- 
narchy; all zealous Frenchmen conſidered his 
eſtahliſhment as the teſt of the independence of 
their country; the act of excluſion which had 
5 paſſed at Paris, was regarded with juſt contempt; 
the injuries which France had ſuffered in a Iong 
Lees of hoſtilities, had: inflamed the minds of he 

5 8 4 inhabitants | 
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inhabitants againſt the Engliſh, and taught them 
to look apo: Charles as their deliverer: They 
| beheld the implacability of Iſabella with horror; ; 
and "they loaded the duke of Burgundy with re- 
; proaches for facrificing the intereſts wed bis n 
to his private reſentments, 1 | 
The character of Charles the Styentk began 
abeut this time to unfold itſelf. The guilt of 
Montercau was loft in a diſpoſition which on 
every other occaſion ſeemed diſtinguiſhed by its 
benignity and generoſity. "Eaſy and familiar in his 
manners, he ſecured tf loye of thoſe who ap- 
proached- his preſence; mild and forgiving, his 
perdon was" readily ertended to thoſe who. had 
even inſulted his perſon and his throne, T hough | 
the loye of pleuſure might ſometimes triumph 
over che duties of his ſtation, yet on great emer- 
gencies, and i in the hour of danger, he diſplayed 
a ſpirit which attracted the admiration of a gal- 
Jant' people. A few days before the death of his 
father, he was preſerved from deſtruction by 
an accident which impreſſed his followers with 
ikke cot auſpicious hopes, and the viſible | Protec- 
Es tion of + 4 Divine Proyidencę. The room, in which 
| he was "giving audience at Rochelle, ſuddenly 
fey * oy were © killed, e tated 
ine) hs 


epd by + hick wall on which it fortu- 
| : nately | 
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nately ;* and he remained unhurt amidſt he 
general t cunt. and diſtration, A nn 

The attention of his adverſary, he 
duke of Bedford, immediately on tze 443 | 
death of his brother, had been prudently directed 
to ſtrengthen the intereſts of the Engliſh by new 
alliances. The provinces which they had already 
ſubdued, lay between the dominions of the dukes 
of Burgundy and Brittany; and the friendſhip of | 
the latter was an object of the higheſt impor- 
tance. He had already been repeatedly diſguſted 
by the miniſters of Charles, and had acceded to 
the treaty of Troyes: His brother, the count of 
Richemont, who had been taken priſoner at the 
battle of Azincourt, poſſeſſed an unbounded in- 
| fluence over him. The regent releaſed the count 
from his parole, on which he had been permitted 
by Henry the Fifth to viſit his native country; he 
eee the duke of Burgundy 75 whoſe younger 
| he himſelf had married, to beſtow on him 
che hand of his eldeſt ſiſter, the widow of the 
deceaſed dauphin Lewis, the elder brother of 
Charles; and endeavoured to ſecure him by the 


„ 


prevalent motives of intereſt ro ſecond the efforts 

| of the Engliſh arms. 
To theſe negociations 1 the operations 
of war. Charles, ſtill deſirous of employing his 


enemies | in tlie Provinces north of the Loire, 
| ; | conteſted 
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conteſted every caſtle with politic obſtinacy. He 
had been lately reinforced by numbers of the 
Scots; and John Stuart, conſtable of Scotland, 
with the lord of Eſtiſſac, had formed the ſiege of 
Crevant, in Burgundy. The earls of Saliſbury 
and Suffolk marched to. its relief; the beſiegers 
were. routed, with the Joſs of above a thouſand 
men; and the conſtable of Scotland, with the 
count of Ventadour, were taken priſoners. This 
victory was attended by the capture of Gaillon 
upon the Seine, and la Charite upon the Loire; 
and the w enen IRRGs 
ein 


A.D, 1 | 


e * — . the! war 
could not long be protracted if the 
ſouthern provinces, were expoſed” to the ravages 
of his enemies; the late defeat had not broken 
his ſpirit, or induced him to relinquiſh' a ſyſtem, 
the propriety of which he was ſo well aſſured of. 
The duke of Bedford had been for three months 
engaged in the fiege of Yuri in Normandy; and 
the governor finding his reſources exhauſted, had 


agreed to ſurrender the town, unleſs relieved yu | 
certain day. The king of France hoped: by a 
ſucceſsful enterpriſe to reſtore the luſtre of; his 
.arms, and to preſerve uri. He collected with 
 diligence,. although with difficulty, an army of 
* e men, of hom onf half were 


Scots; I 


32 
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Scots; and entruſted it to the valour and ex- 
perience of the earl of Buchan, conſtable of 
France, who had already diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
by the defeat of the duke of Clarence. That 
general was accompanied by the earl of Douglas, 
the duke of Alengon, the mareſchal de la Fayette, 
the count of Aumale, and the viſcount of Nar- 
bonne. He arrived too late to ſuccour Yvri, which 
had already opened her gates; but he immediately 
inveſted Verneuil, and poſſeſſed himſelf of it by 
the levity of its inhabitants. He had ſcarce time 

to ſecure his new conqueſts. before he was informed 

of the approach of the duke of Bgdford. A council 
of war was immediately aſſembled to determine 

what conduct they ſhould purſue, In vain did the 


| moſt experienced French officers urge the glory 


they had already attained, in an acquiſition no leſs 
1mportant than the place which they had been ſent 
to relieve; in vain did they remonſtrate on the 
| imprudence of hazarding an army, the laſt reſource 
of their King; the Scots rejected with contempt 
the indignity of retiring before the Engliſh ; their 
opinions were eſpouſed by the raſh and preſumptu- 


ous, and they reſolved to wait the arrival of me 


duke of Bedford. | | 
The armies which encountered each other near 
 Verneuil were equally balanced in point of num- 
ders. T he earl of Buchan reſolved to expect 
VMitk 


7 
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Vith patient firmneſs" the charge of the enemy ; 
but his meaſures were diſconeerted by the impa- 
tience of the viſcount of Narbonne: That noble. 
man, with the troops under his immediate com- 
mand, ruſhed forward to attack his adverſaries; 
and the conſtable, to ſupport him, was compelled 
to abandon the advantageous ground which he had 
choſem Tet even this error did not prevent the 
day from being obſtinately diſputed; the Engliſh 
archers were broken, and rallied again with diff. 
cufty; but the cavalr „animated by the preſence 
and example of the ke of Bedford, charged with 
"Irreſiſtible fury. After à bloody conflict, the 
French, preſſed on all fides, began gradually to 
retreat; and that retreat was ſoon changed into a 
tumultuous flight. Four thouſand of their braveſt 
ſoldiers, with the earls of Buchan and Douglas, 

che counts Aumale, Ventadour, and Narbonne, 
periſhed in the field. The body of the latter, as 


one of the murderers of the duke of Burgundy, 


Was broken on the wheel, and afterwards expoſed 
on a gibbee. But the victors purchaſed their tri- 
urnph ar the expence of ſixteen hundred men; a 
$6ſs ſo unuſual, that the duke of Bedford She ow. 
2996 rejoicings for his ſucceſs, 5 
'Verneuit capitulated the next day; * the 
deſtruction of Charles appeared inevitable. The 


"equal * with which he 9 a * 
of 


Fd 
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of inceſſant misfortunes, eſtabliſhed his 3 
but from the danger which threatened to over- 
whelm kim, he could only be ſaved by the diſ- 
fenſians of his enemies. When hope was extin- 
guiſhed, when deſpair on every ſide encompaſſed 
him, he was ſuddenly preſerved from ruin; and 
the imprudence of the Engliſn raviſhed from their 
graſp a conqueſt of which they deemed meer 
ſecure. | 
Jaqueline, 1 af H a + Ri Holland, 
and heireſs of thoſe provinces, had eſpouſed John, 
duke of Brabant, couſin-german. to the duke of 
Burgundy : The marriage had been dictated by 
policy; but the maſculine ſpirit and brilliant ca- 
pacity of the princeſs deſpiſed her ill- ſorted con- 
| fort, equally feeble in body and mind, and who- 
| had only attained his fifteenth year. Contempt 
was. foon the parent of antipathy; and impatient 
of the dilatory meaſures and doubtful determina- | 
tion of the court of Rome, ſhe eſcaped into Eng- 
land, and folicited the protection of. che duke of 
Gloceſter. The impetuous paſſions of that prince 
blinded him to the true intereſts of his country; 
the charms of the counteſs, the inheritance ſhe was 
poſſeſſed of, preſented themſelves to his view. 
Without waiting for a diſpenſation from the pope, 
without endeavouring to conciliate the duke of 
Burgundy, he entered into a marriage contract 
2 lc 211. 30 4-200 


1 
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with Jaqueline, and immediately attempted to 


tender himſelf maſter of her dominions. The 
duke of Burgundy reſented the injury offered to 
his kinſman, the duke of Brabant; he encouraged | 


him to reſiſt the uſurpation, and allured to his 
ſtandard the ſubjects of Jaqueline. At length he 


openly declared in his favour, and marched his 


troops to his ſupport ; white the quarrel, which, 
at firſt was political, ſoon became perſonal, from 


ſome unguarded expreſſions in his 1 2 ain 


with the duke of Glouceſter. . 
That prince, to ſupport his pretenſions in Ha- 


nault and Holland, had intercepted the ſuccours 


intended for the duke of Bedford, and for the pro- 


ſecution of the war in France; and the fame diſ- 
ſenſions diverted the aid which the duke of Bur- 
gundy had engaged to furniſh. In vain did the 
regent repreſent. to his brother the danger of alie- 
nating that confederate, whoſe friendſhip was of 


the utmoſt importance, and whom the late king had 


enjoined them with his dying breath, to gratify by 


every mark of regard and attachment. Love and 


ambition occupied the ſoul of the duke of Gloceſter; 


he ſtill perſiſted in preſſing the war in the Low 


Countries; and the duke of Bedford, inſtead of 


improving the victory of Verneuil, was obliged to 
croſs the ſeas to England, that he might try, by 


haus counſels and authority, to moderate the mea- 
| ' fures of his brother. 


The 
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The pope had already declared void - © 
the contract of that prince with Jaque- A. P. 1935. 
line; and alſo added, that in caſe of the duke 


of Brabant's death, ſhe ſhould not be at liberty to 


eſpouſe the duke of Gloceſter. Humphrey, de- 


ſpairing of ſucceſs, married another lady of inferior 


rank, who had lived ſome time with him as his 
miſtreſs. The duke of Brabant died ; and his 


widow, before ſhe could recover the poſſeſſion of | 
her dominions, was obliged to declare the duke 


of Burgundy her heir, in caſe ſhe ſhould die with- 


out iſſue, and to promiſe never to marry without 
his conſent. But the advantage which the latter 


prince reaped from the accommodation of theſe 
differences, did not prevent him in future from re- 
garding the Engliſh with jealouſy; and the ſatisfar- 
tion which the regent enjoyed from reconciling one 


ally, was ſoon wen by: the een deſertion 


of another. 


The count of Richemont had ever 4 himſelf 


| defirous'of being placed at the head of an army; a 
. truſt which the duke of Bedford was by no means 


willing to repofe .in him. Although allied by 
marriage to that prince and the duke of Bur- 


gundy, theſe feeble bands were not capable of re- 


fiſting the torrent of his military ambition. By 


the death of the earl of Buchan, the important poſt 
of anal France was vacant ;. and Charles, 
| i informed 


——— —„—t 
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informed of the diſcontent of the earl of Riche: 
mont, offered him the ſword, the object of his 
martial deſires. The count cloſed with the pro- 
poſal; and his influence over his brother, the duke 
of Brittany, induced that prince to renounce his 
engagements with England, and to eſpouſe the 
cauſe of Charles the Seventh. But the king of 
France purchaſed this acceſſion of ſtrength by the 
moſt mortifying conceſſions; to gratify the duke 
of Brittany, he was obliged to diſmiſs his miniſter, 
Louvet, who had adhered to him through all the 
viciſſitudes of fortune; and the count of Richemont 
inſiſtetl that Tannegui de Chaſtel, the faithful com- 
panion of Charles 's. misfortunes, ſhould be baniſhed 
from his court, as the murderer of his father. in- | 
law, the late duke of Burgund. 
An Engliſn army of 8 thoulind 
5 A. P. 146. men, under the command of the earl 
b "LEY during theſe political negociations, 
had formed the fiege of Montargis, and thar place 
was reduced to the laſt extremity. Charles col- 
jected a body of ſixteen hundred men, and en- 
truſted” them to a natural ſon of that duke of 
Orleans who had been aſſaſſinated by the duke of 
Burgundy. This general, who was afterwards ſo fa- 
mous under the different deſcriptions of Baſtard of 
Orleans and count of Dunois, diſplayed in this en- 


epi che dawn of his meridian fortune and glory. 
1 : He 
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He attacked the enemy's entrenchments with pru- 
dence, valour, and ſucceſs; penetrated into Mon- 
targis, and compelled the En gliſh to abandon the. 
ſiege with diſgrace. 5 
The advantages which Charles derived 1 
having attached to his fortunes Arthur, count of 
Richemont, was in ſome meaſure balanced by the 
turbulent and ferocious temper of that haughty 
nobleman. The ſword of the conſtable was as 
frequently unſheathed againſt the. favourites, as 
againſt the enemies of the king. His miniſters, the 
ſeigneur de Guyac, and the Camus de Beaulieu, 
with the mareſchal de Bouſſac, were the ſucceſſive 
victims to Arthur's reſentment. But while he in- 
ſulted the dignity of the crown of Poictiers, he 
reſtored its authority in Normandy; and ſeveral 
important poſts on the frontiers of that province 
were recovered from the Engliſn. 
The duke of Bedford had beheld 
with indignation the levity or treachery 
with which the duke of Brittany had renounced his 
former engagements to enter into new ones with 
Charles. Immediately on his arrival in France, 
he ſecretly aſſembled a conſiderable army to chaſ-— 
tiſe the deſertion of that prince; he ſuddenly oy 
vaded the province, unprepared for reſiſtance ; he 
compelled the duke to renounce his Jate e | 


with France; to ſubſcribe to che treaty of Troyes; 


D. 1427. 


4% HISTORY OF FRANCE. 


to acknowledge his title as regent; and to yield 
homage to Henry for his duchy. -Succeſsful in 
this enterpriſe, he entered. on another equally im- ö 
portant, and determined to inveſt the city of Or- 
leans, which, ſituated between the provinces com- 
manded by Henry and thoſe poſſeſſed by Charles, 
opened an eaſy entrance to either. The army for 
this ſiege, which conſiſted of ten thouſand men, 
he entruſted to the veteran abilities of the earl of 
Saliſbury. The firſt motions of the Engliſh ap- 
priſed Charles of their intentions; he reinforced the 
garriſon, repleniſhed the magazines, and appointed 
as governor the lord of TEE a brave and ex- 
perienced captain. 5 ee | 

a yd The forces of the carl of Saliſbury 
1428, 1429. were not ſufficiently numerous to inveſt 
Orleans on every ſide; and he reſolved to preſs 
his attacks againſt the ſouthern quarter towards 


 Sologne, and leave that towards the Beauſſe open 


to the enemy: But he himſelf was killed by a 
cannon ball, in a ſpirited and ſucceſsful attempt 
en the fortifications. The command, on the death 
of the earl of Saliſbury, devolved on the carl of 
Suffolk. The army was reinforced by large bodies 
of the French and Burgundians; and Orleans, 
under his directions, was completely inveſted. 
The inclemency of the ſeaſon, and the rigour of 
winter, could not overcome the * of 

| | the 
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the beſiegers; a chain of forts was arduouſly con- 
ſtructed ; yet the vacant ſpaces ſtill allowed ſuc- 
cours to be introduced; the garriſon, before the 
return of ſpring, was ſwelled by frequent ſupplies 
from twelve hundred to three thouſand men; and 
their hopes were raiſed, and their efforts encou- 
raged, by the e and nne, of che Baſtard 
of. Orlen + 

The French bless to diſtreſs the tan 
had ravaged and exhauſted the adjacent country; 
and the Engliſh were compelled to draw their ſub- 
ſiſtence from a conſiderable diſtance. A convoy 
of proviſions was entruſted to the conduct of Sir 
John Falſtoffe, with a ſelect detachment of two 
thouſand five hundred men. The king of France, 
determined to exert every nerve for the preſerva- 
tion of the city, collected a body of troops, in 
number about four thouſand, and appointed the 
count of Clermont to command them. On the 
approach of the French, Falſtoffe drew up his men 
behind the waggons, and calmly received the 
fury of their charge. The French were broken by 
their own impetuoſity; five hundred periſhed on 
the field; and this action, from the proviſions of 
which the convoy was compoſed, obtained the name 
of the Battle of Herrings. 

Diſappointed in his attempt to relieve Orleans 
by arms, the king of France now endeavoured to 

Hh2 preſerve 


”» 
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preſerve it by policy. The duke of Orleans, ſtill 
2 priſoner in England, had obtained from the 


duke of Gloceſter and his council the promiſe of 


a neutrality in his demeſnes; and that they ſhould 
be fequeſtered during the war into the hands of 
the duke of Burgundy ; but- this expedient was 
firmly reje&ed by the duke of Bedford; and 
to the importunities of the duke of Burgundy he 
coolly replied, that he was not of a humour to 
beat the buſhes while others ran away with the 

game. That prince, diſguſted with his refuſal, - 
ſeparated his forces from thoſe of the Engliſh ; 
but the latter till preſſed the ſiege with in- 

creaſe of ardour ; and the jealouſy of the former 
might have protracted, but could not have averted 


the fate of Orleans; when it was preſerved by an 


occurrence ſo ſingular as almoſt to ſtagger be- 
lief, and which can only be received on the un- 
doubted teſtimony of concurring and * — 
hiſtorians. | 

Charles, depreſſed and . had already 
began to meditate a retreat into Dauphine. From 
this intention he was diverted by the intreaties of 


his queen, Mary of Anjou, a princeſs of prudence: 


and ſpirit; and by the more perſuaſive remon- 
ſtrances of his beautiful miſtreſs, the celebrated 
Agnes de Soreille. That lady, in a condition 


which generally enervates the mind, diſplayed a 


5 bool 
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foul noble and elevated ; ſhe declared her reſolu- 
tion, if Charles abandoned the throne of France, 
to {eek in England a lover more worthy of her 
embraces; ; and Charles, ſunk in indolence and in- 
activity, was rouſed by her powerful floquence do 
the purſuit of ambition and glory, 

While he anxiouſly and hourly expected the 
fatal intelligence that Orleans had ſurrendered, 
his attention was engaged by the appearance of 
a village girl, deſtined to prop his falling for- 
tunes, and reſtore to him the dominions of his 


anceſtors. In the village of Domremi, near Vau- 


couleurs, on the borders of Lorraine, at a-ſmall 
inn, reſided a female ſervant called Joan d'Arc; 
ſhe had been accuſtomed to ride the horſes of her 
maſter's gueſts to water; her employment and 
converſation with the company whom ſhe attended 
had given her a degree of boldneſs above her ſex; 
and ſhe liſtened with pleaſure to the martial at- 
chievements, the conſtant topics of converſation in 
a warlike age. The calamities of her country, and 
the diſtreſs of her ſovereign, were the objects of 
her daily thoughts and nightly dreams. She was 
ſoon inflamed with the deſire of avenging on the 
Engliſh the miſery of France; and an ignorant 
mind might poſſibly miſtake the impulſe of her 
paſſions for heavenly inſpirations. She procured 


admiſſion to Baudrecourt, the goyernor of Vau- 
Hh 3 | couleurs; 
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couleurs; ſhe declared to bum that ſhe had been 
exhorted by frequent viſions and by diſtin& voices, 
fo atchieve the deliverance of her country; and 
"he governor either equally credulous himſelf, or 
ſufficiently penetrating to foreſee the effect ſuch 
an enthuſiaſt might have on the minds. of the 
vulgar, granted her an eſcort to the' French 
court, which at that time reſided at Chinon, in 
Touraine. | 

On her en u at t Cha ſhe 3 is ſaid to hve. 
diſtinguiſhed Charles from his courtiers, though 
diveſted of every enſign of royalty; to have re- 
vealed a ſecret to him unknown to all the world 
beſide himſelf; and to have demanded and de- 
' ſcribed by particular marks, a ſword which ſhe 
had never ſeen, _ and which ſhe required as the 
inſtrument of her future victories; ſhe aſſerted 
that ſhe was commiſſioned to raiſe the ſiege of 
Orleans, and conduct him to Rheims, to be there 
crowned and anointed, Charles and his miniſters 
pretended to examine her pretenſions with ſerupu- 
lous exactneſs: They affe#ed at length to be 
convinced of the ſincerity of her declarations, and 
of her ſupernatural powers; their opinion was fo- 
lemnly and publicly countenanced by an aſſembly 
of doctors and theologians, and by the parliament 
of France, then reſiding at Poitiers. After re- 
peated = oo miſſion of Joan d'Arc 


Was 
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| was pronounced to be divine; and the ſpirits of a 
deſpairing people were again elevated by the hope 
that heaven had declared itſelf in favour of 
France. 
That Charles might avail himſelf of the 3 
ſiaſm of the moment, he ſent Joan to Blois, where 
a convoy was already provided for the relief of 
Orleans, and an army of ten thouſand men was 
collected to eſcort it. The holy maid, diſplaying 
in her hands a conſecrated banner, marched at the 
head of her troops. She had already declared 


her intention of entering the city by the road from 


the ſide of Beauſſe; but the Baſtard of Orleans, 
whom we ſhall hereafter ſtyle count of Dunois, 
unwilling entirely to truſt the operations of war to 
the ſuggeſtions of fanaticiſm, controlled the raſh 
deſign; and perſuaded Joan to approach the town 
on the oppoſite ſide of the Loire, where he knew 
the beſiegers were weakeſt, 
The Englilh had at firſt heard with contempt 
the preparations of Charles, and derided the hea- 
venly commiſſion of Joan ; but the minds of the 
common ſoldiers were inſenſibly impreſſed with 
holy dread, and they awaited the event with anxious 
terror. The earl of Suffolk, appriſed of the 
diſpoſition of his troops, vainly flattered himſelf 
that time would diſpel their fears, and baniſh 
the illuſion, He determined to remain -quietly 
. „„ within 
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within his entrenchments, while the convoy entered 


the city with Joan, and the French army returned 


to Blois without interruption. But inaction ſerved 
only to confirm thoſe alarms which the tumult 
of war might have baniſhed: The Engliſh be- 


held their enemies triymphant, and the predictions 


of Joan, who acquired the ſurname of the Maid 


| of Or leans, in Part fulfilled, A ſecond convoy 


ſoon after entered the city, on the ſide of Beauſſe, 
and was alſo ſuffered by che beſiegers to paſs 
without reſiſtance. The French aſſumed new 


| ſpirits; while the Engliſh, formerly elated with 
victory and impatient for action, beheld the enter- 


priſes of their enemies in ſilent mike and 


| religious conſternation. 


But even this ſtate of ee was no longer 
permitted to them; the enthuſiaſm of Joan could 


not be reſtrained within the walls of Orleans: She 


exhorted the garriſon to liſten to her voice, and 
imitate her example. In a ſucceſsful. ally, the 
entrenchments of the behegers | were ſtormed, and 5 


even the valour of the renowned Sir John Talbot 


ſeemed to wither at her approach. Al ſecond fally | 
ſwept away the forts on the oppoſite fide of the 
Loire; and a wound from an arrow, which 1 in the 
attack was inflicted on the neck of Joan, ſerved 


rather to inflame than damp the courage of the | in- 
: wepid heroine. The count of Dunois conſented to 


ſeize 
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ſeize the moment of returning. fortune; the Engliſh 
were ſucceſſively chaced from their poſts, with the 
loſs of above ſix thouſand men; the earl of Suffolk 
determined to raiſe à ſiege which he could no 
longer continue with a probability of ſucceſs; and 
che French, animated by this firſt eſſay of the holy 
maid, prepared to improve their advantage, and 
avail themſelves of the * ron of 
their adverſaries, 


0 
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| Chapter the Eighteenth, 


. 


VICTORIES or THE FRENCH. — CORONATION Op 
CHARLES THE SEVENTH AT RHEIMS,—MAID OF 
ORLEANS TAKEN PRISONER ;—1IS CONDEMNED 
AND EXECUTED.—THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY RE- 
CONCILES HIMSELF TO THE KING OF FRANCE,— 
PARIS OPENS HER GATES TO CHARLES.—BATTLE 
OF CASTILLON. — THE 'ENGLISH ARE EXPELLED 

| FRANCE. — DISCONTENT OF THE DAUPHIN. — 
RETIRES TO THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY.,—DEATH 
QF CHARLES THE SEVENTH. 1 85 


* 


. — 


by * 


WIII the ſiege of Orleans expired 
the aſcendancy of the Engliſh; and 
their conqueſts in France, attained at the expence 
of ſo much blood and treaſure, were ſwept away by 
the returning tide of Charles's fortune. The earl 
of Suffolk, with part of his forces, had retired to 
Jergeau; he was there inveſted by the French, 
animated by the preſence of Joan, and in ten days 

5 1 ap 6: the 


A.D. 1429. 
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the town was taken by aſſault, and Suffolk himſelf 
made priſoner. The conſtable Richemont preſſed 
the remnant of the Engliſh, who endeayoured to 
retreat under the conduct of Falſtoffe, Scales, and 
Talbot: They were overtaken at the village of 
Patay; oppreſſed by their fears, they ſcarce await- 
ed the charge of their enemies; the example of 
flight was given by Falſtoffe himſelf, who had ſo 
lately triumphed at the battle of Herrings'; 
thouſand of his ſoldiers were ſlaughtered on r 
field; and among the captives of e wers 
Talbot and Scales. | 

The Maid of Orleans had fulfilled part of her 
promiſe by raiſing the ſiege of that city ; but a 
more arduous enterpriſe remained to conduct the 
king to receive the crown at Rheims. The city 
itſelf lay diſtant from any place poſſeſſed by 
Charles ; it was in the hands of the Engliſh; and 
the whole road which led to it was occupied by 
their garriſons, Vet Joan inſiſted on the execu- 
tion of her miſſion; the king himſelf ſhook off 
his general indolence, and reſolved to follow the 
exhortations of his warlike propheteſs ; the no- 
| bility of France crowded to the ſtandard of their 
youthful ſovereign, who began his march at the 
head of twelve thouſand men; he paſſed without 
interruption through an enemy's country; received 
in his progrels the ſubmiſſion of Troyes, was 

inſtantly 
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inſtantly admitted into Rheims; and jn that cith 
was folemnly inaugurated; the Maid of Orleans 
ſtanding by his ſide in complete armour, and dif. 
playing, during the ceremony, her holy. banner. 
The claim of Charles from his coronation at 
Rheims, received new luſtre ; and Laon, Soiſſons, 
Chateau-Thierri, Provins, and many other towns 
in the neighbourhood, diſputed the honour of 
firſt acknowledging the authority of their lawful 

ſoyereign, 
The prudence of Bedford had been ; 
_ conſtantly exerted to ſtem the torrent; 
nor was his character ever diſplayed to more ad- 
vantage than amidft the ſtorms of adverſity. He 
_ reinforced the garriſons of the different towns, re- 
pleniſhed their magazines, and over-awed the in- 
clinations of the inhabitants ripe for revolt. The 
Pariſians were retained in obedience by alternate 
careſſes and menaces; and his arts ſoothed the 
angry paſſions of the duke of Burgundy, and de- 
ferred the fatal hour of his defection, The biſhop 
of Wincheſter, his uncle, had landed in Calais 
witk a body of five thouſand men, which he was 
| conducting into Bohemia, on a cruſade againſt the 
Huſſites. The duke of Bedford prevailed on him 
to prop the declining cauſe of Henry with theſe 
ſuccours; at the head of them he oppoſed the 
king of France, advancing * the gates of 
Paris. 


A. D. 1430. 


/ 
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Paris. But ſill doubtful of the confidence of his 
own troops, while he ſeemed to face the enemy he 
choſe his poſts with ſo much care and diſcern- 
ment, that Charles in vain endeavoured to com- 
pel him to a deciſive action. Haraſſed by the 
vigilanee of the regent, the army of France, which 
had been 'compoſed chiefly of volunteers, at 
length diſbanded ; Charles, after having poſſeſſed 
himſelf of Compiegne, Beauvais, Senlis, Sens, 

Laval, Lagni, and St. Denys, retired to Bour- 
ges; and Bedford invited Henry the Sixth to 
Paris; celebrated the ceremony of his coronation 
in that capital; and exacted an oath of allegiance 
from the vaſſals of the crown, who lived within the 

provinces which acknowledged the authority of the 
Engliſh. 
Whatever luſtre the coronation of the 
infant Henry might reflect on his cauſe, 
the regent expected to derive more ſolid advantage 
from an accident which placed within his power the 
author of his late diſgraces and defeats. Joan d'Arc 
had declared, that with the inauguration of Charles 
at Rheims, her miffion expired; and that it was 
her wiſh, after having fulfilled her promiſes, to 
retire to her former condition. The count of Du- 
nois had exhorted her to perſevere till the Eng- 
Iſh were finally expelled. Overcome by his im- 
nee ſhe had thrown herſelf into Com- 
peigne, 


A. D. 1431. 


— 


498 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 


peigne, which at that time was beſieged by che dale 
of Burgundy, aſſiſted by the earls of Arundel and 


Suffolk. In a ſally on the quarters of John of 
Luxembourg, ſne was deſerted by her friends, 
ſurrounded by her enemies, and after a gallant 
reſiſtance taken priſoner.” She is ſuppoſed to have 
been betrayed by the baſe envy of the F rench, who 


repined at every ſucceſs: being aſcribed to her in- 


fluence; and the neglect of Charles, who made not 
the lighteſt effort to procure her releaſe, proves 
that he no longer expected to derive any benefit 


from the inſtrument he had adopted. 


The duke of Bedford purchaſed from John of 


Luxembourg his important captive, and com- 


menced a proſecution againſt her, which whether 
undertaken from policy or revenge, ſtains with 
barbarity his accompliſhed character. As a pri- 
ſoner of war, Joan was entitled to the courteſy 


of good uſage, practiſed by civilized nations; and 
in her military capacity ſhe never had been 


impeached of acting with treachery or cruelty. 
But her enemies were inexorable ; and to diſguiſe 
the ſource of their enmity, . they prevailed on the 


| biſhop. of Beauvais, a prelate looſe in his prin- 


ciples, and wholly devoted to their intereſts, to 


proſtitute the ſacred name of religion to the per- 
ſecution they meditated. The biſhop pretended 


that J oan- — been taken in his dioceſe, and de- 
| ' fired 
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fired to have her tried by an eccleſiaſtical court for 


ſorcery, impiety, idolatry, and magic; the uni- 


verſity of Paris diſgraced itſelf by joining the re- 
queſt, But Joan for a long time defended herſelf 
with manly firmneſs ; ſhe acknowledged her inten- 
tion to expel in the Engliſh the invaders of her 


country; and replied, that ſhe ſubmitted her inſpi- 


rations, which her judges urged as magical, to 


God, the fountain of truth. But ſhe was already 
prejudged; her revelations were declared to be the 


b inventions of the devil to delude the people; and 


ſhe was ſentenced to be delivered over to the 


ſecular arm. It is with indignation the reader 
muſt peruſe her fate; after relieving her country 
from the oppreſſive yoke of its enemies; after 


reſtoring her prince to his native throne, and his. 


ſubjects to their freedom, the Maid of Orleans 
was condemned to be burned in the market-place 
of Rouen: The inhuman fentence was ſoon after 
executed, and the unhappy victim was delivered 
alive to the flames. 

But the inhumanity of the Engliſh , p. 
contributed not to advance their inte- 1433, 1434. 
reſts: The illuſion which had ſo long oppreſſed 
them with terror was indeed diſpelled, but the 


tide of fortune ſtill continued to flow rapidly. 
againſt them; the French triumphed in repeated 


and ſucceſſive encounters, which though of ſmall 
| conſequence 


; "ny 
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conſequence i in themſelves, ſerved to confirm theit 0 
=, confidence, and proclaim an approaching revolu- 
tion. This event was accelerated by a rupture 

between the dukes of Burgundy and Bedford, 

The bands of friendſhip had been looſened by the 
: death of the ducheſs of the latter; and the for- 

mer complained, that the memory of his ſiſter was 
inſulted by the haſty marriage of the regent with 

Jaqueline of Luxembourg. All advances to- 

ward a reconciliation were diſdained by two 

- Princes equally tenacious of their dignity ; and 
Charles availed himſelf of the diſcontent of the 

duke of Burgundy to negociate the celebrated 

treaty, fince known by the name of the e of 


as, 13 The Engliſh » were invited to Join the 
3 Congreſs at St. Vaaſt, and the cardinal 

of Wincheſter appeared as the ambaſfador of 
Henry; but the pretenſions of the court of Lon- 
don admitted not yet of accommodation; and the 
cardinal of Wincheſter ſcarce deigned to anſwer 
the offer of Guienne and Normandy, loaded wich 
the uſual ſtipulation of homage to the crown of 
France. The claims of the duke of Burgundy 
were liſtened to with greater condeſcenſion; the 
conditions were dictated by the commanding fitua- 

tion of Philip, and ſubſcribed by the neceſſities of 
Charles. Beſides making repeated atonements | 


. G 4 


4 Fr 
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and acknowledgments for the murder of the duke's 


father, the king of France ceded to him all the 


EEE, 


towns of Picardy which lay between the Somme 


and the low countries; he agreed that theſe, and 
all the other dominions' of Philip, ſhould be held 
by him during his life, without doing any homage, 


or ſwearing fealty to the preſent king; and he 


freed his ſubjects from all obligations to allegi- 


ance, if ever he inftinged this treaty. But ſtill 
more to flatter the paſſions of Philip, Charles ſub- 


mitted to the mortification of diſmiſſing his faich- 


ful ſervant Tannegui de Chaſtel from his court 2 


and preſence. 


By theſe conceſſions, a formidable enemy was 


converted into an important ally, The Engliſh 


had inſulted an herald whom the duke of Burgun- 
dy had ſent to that court to notify the treaty of 
Arras; and Philip, impatient to ſignalize his ſer- 


vices in the cauſe of France, affected to reſent the 
indignity, aſſembled his forces, and prepared to 
attack the Engliſh, whom he now regarded. as dan- 


gerous and implacable enemies. A few days after 


the treaty of Arras, the duke of Bedford expired; 
a prince whoſe virtuous memory is only blemiſhed 
by the execution of the maid of Orleans: A little 
before him, Iſabella, queen dowager of France, 


_ breathed her laſt, univerſally deteſted and deſpiſed. 


The court of London, after the death of 


/ 


„„ E4:- Bedford 
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Bedford, was divided by the factions of the duke of 

| Gloceſter and the cardinal of Wincheſter. Their 
_ difſenſions prevented them from embracing any 
ſalutary meaſure; and a conſiderable ſpace inter- 
vened before the duke of e was a to 
ſucceed the late regent. 

A. D. Paris, always attached to the Houſe 
1436, 1438. of Burgundy, followed the example of 
that duke; opened her gates to the count of Ri- 
chemont ; and proclaimed Charles the Seventh. 
The Engliſh governor ſtill defended himſelf in the 
Baſtile, and at length obtained a capitulation 
which permitted him to retire to Rouen. This 
acquiſition reſtored the conſtable to the fayour of 
his ſovereign, which he had forfeited by violently 
ſeizing the miniſter le Tremouille. On the re- 
covery of his capital, the king of France negociated 
a a marriage for his ſon the dauphin with Marga- 

ret, daughter to James the Second, king of Scot- 
land; but the nuptial rejoicings were interrupted 
by the intelligence that the duke of Gloceſter 
had compelled the duke of Burgundy to raiſe the 
ſiege of Calais; and had avenged the inſult by 
extending his devaſtations over the province of 
Artois. The duke of York landed alſo in Nor- 
mandy with a conſiderable reinforcement ; while 
the diſcontents in Holland and Hainault demanded 

the attention of Philip, and recalled him from. the 
effectual ſupport of his new allies. 


The 
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The inclemency of winter did not prevent the 
contending parties from continuing the operations 
of war; Pontoiſe, on the ſide of the Engliſh, was 
ſurpriſed by lord Talbot, who was afterwards 
created earl of Shrewſbury; Montreau on the 
Seine was inveſted by Charles, accompanied by 
the conſtable: That town was taken after an ob- 
ſtinate defence; and the king of France in the aſ- 
fault diſplayed a valour becoming his royal birth 
and dignity, He had before reſiſted the ſolici- 
| tations of his parliament to return to Paris, deter- 
mined firſt to efface by ſome martial atchievement 
the unfavourable impreſſions which his indolence 
had occaſioned, He now entered his capital 
amidſt the merited acclamations of his people ; yet 
after an abſence of nineteen years, he was again 
compelled to abandon it; famine and peſtilence 
united ſeverely to humble the exultation of the 
inhabitants: War had extinguiſhed the ſeeds of 
_ induſtry and the appearance of affluence; and the 
ſtreets, deſtitute of citizens, afforded a ſecure re- 
fuge to the hungry wolves, which, fearleſs and 
rapacious, paſſed over the frozen Seine. 
At Bourges, on the other ſide of the 
Loire, Charles received ambaſſadors 
from the council of Baſil, which had quarrelled 
with pope Eugenius the Fifth; and in an aſſem- 
* compoſed of the princes of the blood and the 
„ | digni- 
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dignified” clergy, he cauſed the regulations of 
that council to be examined. Theſe he compiled 
into a law, to which he gave the name of the 
Pragmatic Sanction; and which ever ſince has 
been conſidered as the bulwark of the Gallican 
church; as it deprived the ſee of Rome from no- 
minating to eccleſiaſtical dignities, and from gran- 
ting reverſions, penſions, and Cs withinthe 
monarchy of France. 
1 A fruitleſs negoeiation for peace had - 
| been propoſed under the auſpices of the 
ducheſs of Burgundy ; and the conſtable, in an 
attempt on Avranches, was ſurpriſed and defeated 
by lord Talbot. The king, to efface this diſ- 
grace, commanded his army to be kept in. a ſtate. 
of continual preparation: But the nobles of 
France were impatient of diſcipline, and they al- 
ready began to cabal againſt a ſovereign who 
ſeemed determined to maintain his authority. 
The dukes of Alencon and Bourbon, and the | 
count of Dunois, with the late miniſter - le Tre- 
 moville, all jealous of the influence of the con- 
ſtable, entered into the confederacy ; the dauphin, 
then ſearce eighteen, was induced to ſtrengthen it 
by his name: But the conſpirators, by the advice 
of the count of Richemont, who prevailed on the 
king to march in perſon at the head of a ſmall 
body of forces, were ſurpriſed in the city of Blois; 
The count of Dunois had already deſerted to the 
Kanclarck 
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ſtandard of his royal maſter ; the dukes of Bour- 
bon and Alengon ſubmitted ;. and the dauphin re- 
luctantly returned to the duty he owed to his fa- 


ther and his king. Vet the ſatisfaction of Charles | 
was ſeldom long without alloy; after a dreary 


captivity of twenty- five years, the duke of Orleans 


was reſtored to liberty, on the payment of a 
ranſom of three. hundred thouſand crowns ; the 


greateſt part. of which was ſupplied by the libe- 


rality of the duke of Burgundy, deſirous of extin- 
guiſhing by this act of generoſity the unhappy 


diſſenſions which had prevailed between the two 


families. But the king of France regarded the 
reconciliation of theſe nobles with an eye of jea- 
Jouſy; and the duke of Orleans, diſſatisfied with 

his coldneſs, retired in diſguſt to his own cſtates, 
The ſame ſpirit which the king had 


ſhewn in the attack of Montreau, he A.D. 1441. 


diſplayed with equal ſucceſs in the aſſault of 
Pontoiſe: e mounted the breach in perſon, and 


entered the town at the head of his troops. But 


from the reduction of Poitou he was recalled by a 


new confederacy, formed by rhe dukes of Orleans, 


Burgundy, and Brittany, Alengon, and Bourbon. 


The king liſtened to their grievances with temper 
and moderation; he conciliated the duke of Orleans 
| by the preſent of a conſiderable fum towards the 
| panic of his ranſom z and the di ſcontent of 
- M0 that 
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that prince once aſſuaged, the conſpiracy diſſolved 
in its own weakneſs. 

*  Harfleur, during theſe ranſaAtions, 
* v. . was inveſted and vigorouſly prefſed by 
5 the Engliſh. To the the relief of it Charles detached 
the dauphin, with a powerful army. The young 
prince broke through the lines of the beſiegers, 
and compelled them to abandon the enterpriſe. 


Entruſted with the government of Gaſcony, he re- 
preſſed by his vigilance and deciſion the turbulent 


practiſes of the count of Armagnac, whoſe am- 
bition had induced him to enter into an alliance 
with Henry the Sixth; but the meaſures of the 
dauphin were ſo judiciouſly planned, and exe- 
cuted with ſo much alacrity, that the ' count was 
induced to abandon his new connexions, and to 
humble himſelf before his offended ſoverei gn. 
| A D. Ä The diſorders which on every ſide 

: diſtracted the French government, and 
which time alone could remedy, continually in- 
lined the wiſhes of Charles to peace; and Henry 
the Sixth of England, a monarch feeble, meek; 
and ſuperſtitious; concealed not his deſire to ex- 
_ tinguiſh. the deſtructive flames of war, Yet the 

pretenſions of the rival nations admitted not of 
laſting tranquillity; à ſuſpenſion of arms for twen· 


. ty-two months was the temporiſing expedient 


| __ an} W erm. wich ks both parties 
eq ES 
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in poſſeſſion of what they then occupied, was 
afterwards prolonged by mutual agreement. The 
earl of Suffolk, who acted as the embaſſador of 
Henry, concluded at the ſame time the marriage 
of his ſovereign with Margaret of Anjou, daughter 
of Reignier, titular king of Sicily, Naples, and 
Jeruſalem ; a princeſs of maſculine ſpirit and en- 
terprifing temper; and whoſe alliance was the 
ſource of deſtruction to Suffolk, and of infinite 
| calamities to his cquntry. 
The interval from war Charles had 4 p. 
aſſiduouſly employed in reſtoring the 1444, 1448. 
ſplendour of his capital, and the agriculture of the 
provinces : He laboured to recall the advantages 


of commerce, and to eſtabliſh the adminiſtration 
ol juſtice; he introduced order into the finances, 


and diſcipline among his troops ; he repreſſed 
the factions of his court, and revived the lan- 


guid ſpirit of induſtry. He prudently paſſed in 


ſilence the levity of the Genoeſe, who had de- 
manded his aſſiſtance, and afterwards refuſed to 
admit his troops; and he declined ſupporting 
the pretenſions of the duke of Orleans to Mi- 
lan, who, if ſeconded by the power of France, 
might probably have poſſeſſed himſelf of that 
duchy. But he interfered with vigour on ano- 
ther occaſion : On the marriage of Henry of Eng- 


land to Margaret, the Province of Maine had 
. 4 been 
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been promiſed to Charles of Anjou, the queen's 


uncle. The court of London had ſtudiouſly de- 
layed the reſtoration of that county; but Charles 
inſtantly ordered the count of Dunois, at the head 


of an army well diſciplined and well provided, to 
enter the province, and expel the Engliſh. Mans, 


aſter a gallant reſiſtance, was compelled to capi- 
tulate; and, with its dependencies, was for ever 


alienated from the crown of England. 
Surienne, the governor of Mans, 
with the troops under his command, 


amounsing to two thouſand five hundred men, had 


retired towards Normandy ; but the duke of So- 
-merſet, to whom the provinces of France, ſtill oc- 
cupied by the Engliſh, were entruſted, either from 
want of capacity or inclination to ſubſiſt this ad- 


ditional army, refuſed to admit him. That mili- 


tary adventurer immediately directed his march 
towards Brittany, and ſeized the town of Fourgeres. 
The duke of Brittany, unable to reſiſt him, com- 
plained to the king of France, his liege lord: 
Charles informed of the diſtracted councils of 


England, acquainted with the weak diſpoſition of 
Henry, and ſenſible that the political health of 


his country was in a great meaſure reſtored by the 
late reſpite from war, determined to ſeize the fa- 
vourable opportunity to invade Normandy. He 


+ demanded es for the damages the duke of 


Brittany 
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. Brittany had ſuſtained from the ravages of Sy- 


rienne ; and to enſure a refuſal, he eſtimated thoſe | 
damages at one million ſix. hundred thouſand 
crowns. The incapacity of Henry to comply 
with this exorbitant demand was the ſignal for war; 
and four formidable armies entered Normandy at 
once ; The firſt was commanded by the king of 
France himſelf; the fecond, by the duke of Brit- 
tany; a third, by the duke of Alengon ; ; and a 
fourth, by the coullz of Dunois. 

The inhabitants of Normandy re- Fr 
ceived the invaders with friendly alacrity ; 7449: 1430 
the towns ſcarce waited a ſummons to open their 
gates; Verneuil, Nogent, Chateau-Gaillard, Gi- 
ſors, Mante, Vernon, Argentan, Coutances, &c. 
| hailed with acclamarions their lawful ſovereign; and 
Charles with an army of fifteen thouſand men, in- 
veſted the duke of Somerſet in Rouen. The tu- 
multuous clamours of the citizens demanded a ca- 
pitulation. Somerſet, overwhelmed by ſecret and 
open enemies, retired with his forces into the 
caſtle and palace, reſolved to defend himſelf to 
the laſt extremity. But his valour was rendered 
ineffectual by the prudence of the king of France; 
who contented himſelf with ſurrounding him on 
every ſide, and awaiting the effect of famine. The 
preſſure of want ſoon compelled the Engliſh to 
capitulate: A retreat to Harfleur was purchaſed 
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by the payment of fifty-fix thouſand crowns, 


and by an engagement to ſurrender Arques, 


Caudebec, Honfleur, and other places in Nor- 


mandy. The earl of Shrewſbury, a'general 


whoſe fortune and conduct the French moſt 
feared, was delivered as a hoſtage for the faithful 
performance of theſe conditions; and as the go- 


yernor of Harfleur rejected the terms, was de- 


tained by the French, whez under the command 


of the count of Dunois, inffeſted and poſſeſſed 
themſelves of Harfleur. In the next campaign 
four thouſand Englith were landed at Cherbourg, 


under the conduct of Sir Thomas Kyriel ; thefe 
were routed by the count of Clermont at Four- 
migny. T he duke of Somerſet was again reduced 

to capitulate in Caen; Falaiſe opened his gates, 

on condition that the earl of Shrewſbury ſhonld be 


reſtored to liberty; and the ſurrender of Cher- 


bourg, the laſt place which remained to the Eng- 
liſh, completed the final conqueſt of Normandy. 


Tad Te. progreſs of the count of Dunois 
2457, 1453+ in Guienne was almoſt equally rapid. 
To preſerve that province, the earl of Shrewſbury 


had landed with five thouſand men; but he was 
compelled againſt his better judgment, by the 


impatient clamours of the citizens of Bourdeaux, 


to hazard the battle of Caſtillon. Oppreſſed by 


ſuperior numbers, he diſdained to ſurviye a deſeat 
ZSB * 
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ſo fatal to the liopes of his country, and fell with 
his youthful ſon, reſpected and lamented by the 
victors. Bourdeaux, diſmayed at his fate, en- 
gaged to open her gates, if not relieved within 
2 certain time. But all concern for France was 
now ſwallowed up by the commotions which af- 
flicted England, and ſhook the throne of Hen- 
ry: No ſuccour was ſeat; and Bourdeaux ac- 
knowledged the authority of Charles the Seventh. 
Bayonne followed the example; and the pro- 
vince of Guienne, after a period of three cen. 
turies, was ultimately re to the « crown of, 
France. 

But while the - 3 of viHZorious 
was attached to the name of Charles, 
while the fortune of the monarch was envied and 
2dmured, his feelings as a father Were moſt deeply 
and mortally wounded, The. intrigues of the 
dauphin had already impeded his career of con- 
queſt ; his reſentment had aſſailed the miniſters 
of his cabinet, and proved more fatal to Agnes So- 
reille, the beloved miſtreſs of the king. His en- 
mity to that amiable female, whoſe influence was 
inceſſantly exerted to excite her royal lover to 
deeds of glory and martial atchieyements, was 
public and undiſguiſed ; and the ſuſpicious cir- 
| cumſtances which accompany the death of Agnes, 


afford but to much reaſon to believe that poiſon 
o was 


A. v. 1450. | 


Guienne. 3 
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. was adminiſtered to her by the expreſs command of 


Lewis. - In oppoſition | 'to his father's poſitive in- 
junctions, that prince had eſpouſed as his ſecond 
wife, Charlotte, daughter to the duke of Bayoy; 


and ha reſented the contempt by. a declara- 


tion of war againſt Savoy, which he was perſuaded 
to recall, that he- "night nen _ reduction of 
3 The eg Sad ſis of 
2451 1456. the Engliſh in France Were: now con- 


' fined to the walls of Calais; and Charles, 


weary of the diſobedience of his ſon, and irrita- 
ted at the exactions which he practiſed in the 
county of Dauphinẽ, commiſſioned Anthony de 
Chabannes, count of Dammartin, to ſeize his 


| perſon. Lewis, informed of 'the deſign, : and hope- 


leſs of protection from his father i in law, the duke 
of Savoy, precipitately withdrew into Franche 
Comtè, and afterwards continued his route into 


Brabant. The duke of Burgundy was no ſooner 


apprized of his arrival, then he ſent his ſon, the 
count of Charolois, to wait on him; ſupplied his 
neceſſities with, a liberal hand; and gave orders 
that he ſhould be treated with every mark of r re- 
ſpect. But Philip, who from the mild tenor of | 
his latter conduct, had attained the enviable ap- 


| Pellation of Good, refuſed to ke him till he had 
| | | obtained 
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obtained. the approbation of his father, Lewis 
having. in yain endeavoured to prevail on that 
prince to ſupply him with an army to diſturb the 
government of Charles, retired to the caſtle of 
Guaneppe, near. Bruſſels, which the duke of Bur- 
gundy had allotted for his reſidence, and where 
he aſſigned him the princely penſion of twelve 
thouſand crowns; while Lewis, ever reſtleſs and 
malevolent, employed his leiſure hours in ſowing 


the ſeeds of diſcontent between his benefactor and 
his ſon, the count of Charolois. 


Arthur, count of Richemont and | 


conſtable of France had by the death © IR 


of his nephew acquired the duchy of Britney ; 


but the ſatisfaction which the king might derive 


| from the advancement of that prince, who when 


his capricious paſſons intervened not had faith- 
fully adhered to him, was imbittered by the trea- 
fonable intrigues of the duke of Alencon. . That 


| haughty chief, diſguſted at the coldneſs with which 
the king regarded his pretenſions to Fourgers, a 


town occupied by the duke of Brittany, entered 
into a negociation with England. His wild de- 
ſigns, which threatened the tranquillity of Nor- 


mandy were detected; and Charles in anguiſh, 
exclaimed, © In whom can I now put my truſt, 


« when the very princes of my own blood con- 


2 ' ſpire againſt me?” The dulce was immediately 
arreſted 
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arreſted, tried, and condemned by : a ſentence of 
the parliament: At the requeſt of the duke of Brit- 


tany, his puniſhment of death was commuted to 


perpetual impriſonment ; and the caſtle of Loches 
was _— as the ſeat of his captivity. 

1 The dauphin and the duke of Bur- 
1458, 1460. gundy were both ſuſpected of having 
countenanced the deſigns of the duke of Alengon; 
but the domeſtic peace of Philip was ſoon wound- 


ed by che arts of Lewis, and the ambition of his 


own ſon, the count of Charolois. The king of 


France was actuated by compaſſion to eſpouſe the 


party of Henry the Sixth, deſpoiled of the crown 


of England by the triumphant Houſe of Tork; 


the count of Charolois offered to command the 
forces intended for this enterpriſe; But under 
this pretence, he endeavoured to conceal his de- 
fign of arming againſt the authority 'of his fa- 


ther. His intention was penetrated by Charles; 
and the expreſſion of that monarch marks an ho- 


neſt deteſtation of the crime, and eſtabliſhes the 
moderation of his own character; © For two ſuch 
cc kingdoms as my own, I would not have the 
cc leaſt participation in ſo unworthy an action.“ 


But he beheld with diſtruſt the reſidence of the 


dauphin in the dominions of the duke of Bur- 


gundy; and it is not improbable that he enter- 
tained an inclination to * his ungrateful fon 


of 
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of the gicntfion, when a life of ſixty, and a reign 
of thirth-nine, years were extinguiſhed by a death 


equally ſingular and lamentable. 
The dauphin's vindictive ſpirit and 
unnatural diſpoſition had inſpired 


A. D. 1461. 


Charles with continual ſuſpicions. Repeated in- 
formations pointed out the domeſtics of the 


king as the aſſociates of that prince, againſt 


the 


life of his father. The wretched monarch, 
jealous of all, and ignorant whoſe attachment 
to rely on, obſtinately refuſed to take any nou- 


riſhment during ſome days; and when the i 


im- 


portunity of his attendants prevailed over his ter- 
rors, his ſtomach would no longer receive the 
food they proffered, and he periſhed for want of 


ſuſtenance. His character has already been 


de- 


ſcribed as mild, generous, and courteous ; frequent- 
ly ſunk in indolence and effeminacy, but ſome- 
times riſing into thoſe exertions of virtue which 
diſtinguiſh the hero and the prince. His life 
had been. chequered by every viciſſitude of for- 
tune ; and when he had triumphed over the here- 
ditary enemies of his throne, he at laſt expired 
the victim of domeſtic diſſenſion. His remains, 
neglected by his ſon, were interred at the expence 


of his faithful Follower Tannegui de ; Chaſtel, 
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0 Bapter the Nineteenth. : 


ACCESSION | OF LEWIS THE ELEVENTH. —LEAGUE 
FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD, —BATTLE' OF MONT- 
- LEHERI. —TREATIES OF CONFLANS- AND SAINT 
AUR. —INTERVIEW OF LEWIS AT PERONNE WITH 
THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY, —IMPRISONMENT or 
' THE KING PF FRANCE. —REVOLUTIONS IN ENG- 
LAND. — EDWARD THE. FOURTH INVADES 
| FRANCE, — TREATY OF PECQUIGNY: = 


* 
* 


A. D. 161. LEwis the Eleventh received the 


intelligence of his father's death with a 


joy which he affected not to conceal: The compe- 


tition of his younger brother, the duke of Berri, 
- vaniſhed at his appearance: his coronation was ce- 


tebrated with magnificence at Rheims, and graced 
by the preſence of the duke of Burgundy and the 
count of Charolois. The firſt emotions of the 
king's gratitude for the protection he had met 
with, was diſplayed in his declaring the count his 


lieutenant-general in 0 wich a falary of 
6 | ©. 3 
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cee thouſand crowns; 3 but theſe marks of 
eſteem and confidence were tranſient and deceit- 
ful, and were ſoon ſucceeded by an enmity be- 
tween thoſe rival 1 which 0 2 . 
with life. 
Fron his 1 addicted to intrigue, nd de- 
lighting to tread the crooked paths of policy in 
preference to the open road which lay before him, 
Lewis, while he loaded the count of Charolois 
with careſſes, ratified the treaty which his father 
had. made with the people of Liege; though he 
well knew it had been ſuggeſted to Charles by 
reſentment at the reception which the duke of 
Burgundy had afforded him; and although he 
had engaged to that prince not only to annul the 
treaty, but to join his arms againſt the Liegeois. 
With a greater degree of conſiſtency, with an 
avowed contempt for the meaſures of his father, 
the miniſters of the late monarch were ignomi- 
niouſly diſmiſſed; the count of Dammartin was 
committed to the Baſtile; and the duke of Alen- 
gon, who had been impriſoned for his treaſonable 
practices againſt Charles the Seventh, was imme 
diately releaſed: Yet the new monarch puniſhed 
an inſurrection of the citizens of Rheims, againſt 
his own + . with 2 moſt py 
ſeverity; | Fog 
Some troops which Leb bad g grant= 4 p. 
ed to the diſtreſs of Margaret of * 1462, 2465. 
r. 1. 85 k . conſort 
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conſort of Henry the Sixth of England, and for 


Which he had ſtipulated the reſtoration. of Calais 


if chat princeſs proved ſucceſsful, were defeated; 
and Breze, ſeneſchal of Normandy, who com- 
manded them, eſcaped with difficulty. But the 
ſuccours which he ſent to the aſſiſtance of John, 
king of Arragon, whoſe ſubjects had ſhaken off 
their allegiance to a prince ſtained with the blood 
of his own ſon, were accompanied by that fortune 
which the guilty cauſe they had eſpouſed but ill 
deſerved. With his forces, Lewis had lent to 
that monarch the ſum of three hundred thouſand 
crowns ; and the important counties of Rouſillon 
and Cerdagne, ſubject to redemption, were trans- 
ferred to wa as the e wy * . he had 
advanced. 
lde 3 of Naples, which 8 des 
longed to the houſe of Anjou, had been uſurped by 
that of Arragon, and was no poſſeſſed by Ferdi- 
nand, a natural fon ef Alphonſo, tlie late king. 
The duke of Calabria, the ſon of Reignier, the titu- - 
ur monarch of Naples, Sicily, and Jeruſalem, found 
the inclinations of the Neapolitans favourable to 
his pretenſions. In the fruitleſs hope of reſtoring 
his kinſman, and to incline the pope to the en- 
terpriſe, Lewis revoked the Pragmatic Sanction, 
which had been eſtabliſhed by his father. But Pius 


che Second, whoſe nephew was married to the 


1 of F — * refuſed to ſanction che 
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claim of the duke of Calabria; and the king of 
France, to eſcape the charge of levity, and yet 
to avoid being duped by the arts of the pontiff, 
' ſuffered his parliament to carry into execution 
the Pragmatic Sandtion, which! he had — 
cancelled. 8 
Some differences been the crowns of F rance 
and Caſtile were productive of an ' interview 
between the two monarchs, Lewis, and Henry 
the Fourth, ſurnamed the Impotent. They met 
at Mauleon, on the confines of the kingdom of 
Navarre; and their different diſpoſitions were 
evinced by their contraſted appearance. Henry, 
vain, magnificent, and haughty, was attended by a 
ſplendid train; Lewis, mean in his perſon, clad 
in coarſe cloth ſhort and unbecoming, a leaden 
image of the Virgin in his bonnet, was flenderly 
accompanied; but the wealth the former had ex- 
pended in his ſumptuous preparations, the latter 
employed to bribe the miniſters of Caſtile and - 
Arragon; and the two kings, after a fruitleſs 
conference, returned with a thorough contempt of 
the ſordidneſs of the one and the r 
the other. 
With better ſucceſs Lapin n into a nega- 
ciation with the duke of Burgundy, to procure 
the reſtitution af thoſe towns on the river Somme 


2 been ceded by Charles he Sgyeath, at 
an K K 2 | the 
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te treaty of Arras; and which, in effect, made 
Philip maſter of Picardy. The meaſure was 
oppoſed by the count of Charolois; but the king 
of France had corrupted John de Croy, the miniſter 
of the duke: His influence prevailed; and four 
hundred thouſand crowns were given to recover 
theſe valuable pledges; yet with them he inſured 
the laſting enmity: of the count, who ever after- 
wards regarded Lewis with jealouſy and hatred. 
Even in this tranſaction, the duplicity of that 
monarch was ſtudiouſly diſplayed: He had agreed 
to retain the officers appointed by the duke as 
governors of theſe towns ;- but no ſooner was he in 
poſſeſſion than he diſplaced them, and at the fame 
time nominated others, N he e would. be 
equally acceptable to Philip. | | 
A prince who profeſſes to Ades miſt bu uni- 
verfally ſuſpected; and when to theſe crooked arts 
was united a preſumption founded on the facility 
with which he had hitherto accompliſhed his pro- 
_ Jets, his danger muſt be proportioned to the 
power of thoſe whom he has ever- reached and op- 
preſſed. Arthur, the late duke of Brittany, and 
| conſtable of France, was ſucceeded i in that duchy 
by Francis, a weak but generous prince, whoſe 
Ai imbecility was ſupplied” by the abilities of his 
m miniſters. Lewis, who held him in contempt, 


had inſulced- him by mandates of the moſt de- 
"6... * 5 * 


** 


levy any taxes in his dominions ; to coin money; 
or to term himſelf Duke by the grace of God.” 
And Francis, unable ſingly to oppoſe the arrogance 


of Lewis, by the advice of his council, affected 
to ſubmit, while he privately negociated a confe- 
deracy which threatened to ſubvert the throne of 


his oppreſlor, 


The nobles of F . had been 3 broiſed 


by the iron ſway of their ſovereign ; the duke of 


Orleans „the firſt prince of the blood, reſpected 
for his years and virtues, had preſumed to remon- 


ſtrate againſt his arbitrary meaſures ; the inju- 
rious reproaches of Lewis affected a mind too 


ſenſible of diſhonour; ; and two days after, the : 
duke of Orleans ſunk into the grave beneath the 
preſſure of unmerited inſult. His death affected 


not the relentleſs heart of his royal kinſman; whoſe 
reſentment was perpetuated by abandoning the 
pretenſions of the houſe of Orleans to the duchy 


of Milan, and entering into an alliance with 


E ranciſco Sforza, who had uſurped thoſe do- 
minions, 
The count of Charolois a EIN ke * 


the perfidy of the king of France had been directed 
to ſeize his own perſon, and that of his father, the 
duke of Burgundy. To theſe princes the duke 


of Brigany cloſely united himſelf; the canfederacy 
. i k * | Was 
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ſpotic and imperious nature; he forbad him to 


—— + 


——— 


= 
— 


Ty 
N. 
* 
7. 
wa 
"3% 
5, 
LY 
9 
55 


. 4 
— 4 * 
* . y 
= . 
ws 4 . * 4 { 
. 4 - 
— 
= - . . — a . 1 ws . a 
. — 2 — — — 8 
— - . . 4 wt — * <4 — + 
8 *.. £ elk D . - - 2 N a 
— — * = 2 no” $6" _ . « X 8 
— — — — —— — — a * * — - = — by E >> > - = — 
— — — — 2 — — — — — _ —— — — — = — — 9 — 2 8 — — — = - — * — wo = — - >. 3 __ - 2 8 52 K 1 
- — —— ares — 1 = —— T5) a — Rs . = — — — — — — — — — — — - — = _ — —— _ — — = 5 — = Io — — 2 — = — — nn => : ads... _—_ 
r= — 5 > bd 3 —— 222 — _ = CAME r — payne — n _ - w—_ — = I eo — * 3 = — s _ — — — bs dk © * ow» h 
_ \ _— — — — —_ r —— 4 — SEE — — IS - — — þ — — — E — — = = _ \ = _ a ba 2 2 2 A * 2 — =" N 2 = _ — 
"ek — —— = - — 3 — * — — 5 — — — 8 — — — — = = —— > 8 — * — — — n o 
2 — — — — — == = - n — — = — — . 3 r . 
r — — —— a © l 3 a : > N — — * — — — ie = „ 7 I 3 = — 2 2 2 - \ _ = b = I = Ub : Se GD 2 Lax A > 2 
8 — Fa - ; 2 3 f = — En nn 1 —_—— — * — * XR — b * * = l — 22 A's = = - R = — 5 2 _ £ — 2 Jo Re. r 2 
* — E- +2 = 2 =p © \ _ — \ — = Ek... — ne nam = b — 2 — — 1 = > = > > — beg * . ; - bo 8 
. ned l - 8 . — 7 — = hs 9 — 2 — - = = D 8 . r at, Sg - - gy — — — - — é— — ä ang - £ 2 = — 8 L 2 . 5 - "So _ : n n 
7 DN 9 3 TTY . — = ws of — n 8 = 2 = by bay 7-4 IS. II R > — ASX 7 = — — = e = 2 => = — * py —_— S.s y * po N by 
= Rr — 1 N — p _— 7 LIVED - - with = bY = = — 2 — 4 : * 1 SY x Y . 8 2 - — 2 — 5 — A 
ww her hg Sol 8 Denner r =... —Y > ag I 3 th > 55 — — DR 3 by - * 8 5 3 LOANED oa 6 -= 
NOSE, l \ = = ** SES. - 8 = 1 * : 2 2 — 1 y ZE l = \ E _ = WW — 4 — e N 1 : 4 * 2 2 = by = 
= Luk — — r þ L 0 waz 5 — p => xr Sn Þ 3 2 r 8 — — + — — — i 
- 8 CESS Pg 25 — — — rs 5 — — — 2 CNES Xx” WT — : ——— — — — hy 5 


—.— 
a 2 
* d 


2 


gz HISTORY or FRANCE. 


| was ſwelled by the acceſſion of the dukes of Bor- 
bon and Nemours, the counts of Duno and St. 
Pol, and the count of Dammartin, who had eſcaped 
from his impriſonment. The ſecret, which was 
' imparted to near five hundred perſons, was pre- 
ſeryed invielably; and the duke of Berti, the kings 
brother, ſoon joined the conſpirators; who, to 
deſcribe their views, aſſumed the lofty 3 
of the League for jhe public Good. 
The duke of Brittany, to fartify his hopes, had 
e into an alliance with Edward the Fourth, 
who at that time occupied the chrone of England; 
and the king of France, ſecure and unſuſpicious of 


, the ſtorm which was gathering, reſolved to preſet 


the ſubmiſſian of his vaſſal by the moſt vigorous 
meaſures. Under the pretence of a pilgrimage, 
he advanced to Poitou, a' ſituation convenient for 
his projected invaſion of Brittany; but from this 
deſign he was recalled to provide for his own de- 
fence; the flight of the duke of Berri was the 
ſignal for open hoſtilities; and while the duke of 
Brittany entered France on one fide, the count of 
Charolois on the other paſſed the Samme, and | 
rapidly advanced towards Paris. . 
Amidſt this alarming concurrenee of circum- 
ttances, the genius of Lewis, active, penetrating, 
und peculiarly calculated to extricate him from 
difficulties, eminently N To prevent the 
3 en 
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Junction of che Bretons and Burgundians, he 
diligently pointed his march towards the capital, 
which was already inſulted by the hoſtile arms of 
the count of -Charolois. On the intelligence of 


the king's approach, that prince advanced to 


M ontleheri, about eight leagues beyond that city. 


But while he anxiouſly awaited there the arrival of 


his confederates, the preſence of the royal army 


compelled him to hazard an action, ſingly and 


unſupported. The ſuſpicions of Lewis, always 


lively, and now particularly arouſed by the con- 


ſciouſneſs of his own perfidious arts, and by the 
numbers who daily deſerted him, were extended to 
Breze, ſeneſchal of Normandy, to whom he had 
entruſted the conduct of his army. He eagerly 
demanded of that leader, whether he had not 


ſubſcribed the i of his enemies? © They 


« have indeed,” - anſwered Breze, 4 hand- 


« writing; but my body is your majeſty's.” To 


efface the doubts of Lewis, the ſeneſchal deter- 
mined immediately to engage: With the van-guard 
he drew ſo near the count of Charolois, that a 
battle was inevitable ; and the king, unable to 
retire without diſgrace, was reluctantly induced to 
: 1 the ſignal of attack. 


The battle of Montleheri was obitinarely diſ= 


| puted for above five hours; the field preſented 
2 ſcene of confuſed carnage, without either ſkill or 
K k 4 orcs 
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order; the count of Charolois here firſt diſplayed 
that impetuous courage which: ever after character- 
"ized him through life ; and the king, cool and in- 
trepid amidſt the dangers which ſurrounded him, 
extorted even from his adverſaries the acknowledg- 
ment of perſonal valour. Yet the efforts of the 
leaders were but ill ſeconded by their troops; and 
ſtruck with a ſudden panic, the greateſt part of both 

armies deſerted the conflict. On the ſide of Lewis 
periſhed Breze himſelf, and about fifteen hundred 
men; the loſs of the count of Charolois was nearly 
equal: But that prince, though wounded in the 
throat, ftill kept the field, and claimed the victory; 
while Lewis, anxious to preſerve the metropolis, 
and diſtruſtful of the attachment of its citizens, 
haſtily decamped, and entered Paris. 

The attention of the king of F rance was im- 
mediately directed to ſecure the affections of the 
inhabitants of his capital. He endeavoured to 
inſinuate himſelf into their boſoms by that plia- 
bility of addreſs of which he was ſo eminently 
maſter; he adopted manners the moſt engaging 


and popular; he courted the wives and daughters 


of the mechanics; he promiſed a repeal of every 
| burdenſome or extraordinary impoſt ; and he ex- 
' tended ſeveral acts of grace to, retain them in 
their allegiance. In the mean time the duke of 
Brittany had joined the count of Charolois ; ; and 
| che gonfederates, ſvelled to an hoſt of one hun- 


dred 
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dred thouſand men, among whom were five hun- 
dred Swiſs, the firſt ever ſeen in France, ſwept 
the open country, and encamped in the villages 


adjacent to Paris. But they in vain attempted to 
gain poſſeſſion of that city by blockade, by fa- 


mine, and by intrigue; conſtant ſupplies were 


introduced by the rivers the Maine, the Yonne, 
and the Seine; and the hopes of inſurrection were 
baffled by the prudence and vigilance of Lewis. 
Terms of accommodation * ſucceeded a fruitleſs 


"ſiege; a conference was propoſed and agreed upon 
between the king of France and the count of 
Charolois; and in a treaty that prince obtained 
for himſelf and his next heir the towns upon the 
Somme, which had already been ranſomed ; and 
the diſtricts of Boulogne, Guiſnes, Peronne, Mon- 
didier, and Roye, as a perpetual inheritance. In 
a ſeparate and ſubſequent treaty, the reſt of the 
confederates were gratified in their demands; 
Charles, the brother of the king, received the 
duchy of Normandy, which Lewis more readily 
granted, as he was already appriſed of the revolt 
of Rouen. To the duke of Bourbon was allotted 
Donchery, ſeveral lordſhips in Auvergne, and a 
hundred thouſand crowns. . The duke of Brit- 


any acquired Montfort and Eſtampes ; the count 


ef Dunois occupied his former military poſts ; 
tle count of St, Pol was inyeſted with the ſword 


! 
L 
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of Conſtable; and Anthony de Chabannes, count 
of Dammartin, was reſtored to his eſtate, and 


ſoon became an acknowledged favourite of his 
| ſovereign. The league thus broken, each mem- 


ber of it returned to his reſpective dominions or 


caſtle; while the king, the moment he had ſigned, 
proteſted againſt the treaty, in the preſence of 
ſeveral confidential members of the parliament of 
Paris, as contrary to the intereſts of the crown; 
and held himſelf in readineſs to improve each 
favourable occaſion, and ſingly to cruſh thoſe op- 
ponents, to whoſe united force he 4 e 


ſubmitted. 

1 The count of Charolois had con- 
ſented to an accommodation with 
Lewis, that he might exert his entire ſtrength 
againſt the rebellious inhabitants of Liege; Ed- 
ward the Fourth of England was ſcarce con- 
- firmed on his throne, which he had aſcended by 
the expulſion of the Houſe of Lancafter ; the king 
of France therefore ſeized the ready opportunity 
to ſhake off the fetters which the late treaties had 
impoſed. He gained the duke of Bourbon, the 
moſt able and moderate of the confederates, 
by 2 ſpecious acknowledgment that his deſerts 
had not hitherto been properly confidered,. and 
by beſtowing on him the hand 'of Jane, lis 
natural 3 wich the dowry of U fon in 
Auvergne, 


— 
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Auvergne, and Moras, Beaurepaire, and Cornillon, 
in Dauphine; while the diſcontents between the 
dukes of Brittany and Normandy enabled him to 


ſecure the neutrality of the former, and to recover 


what he had unwillingly ceded to the latter. 


| Charles, duke of Normandy, timid in his dif- 


poſition and feeble in his mind, had abandoned 
himſelf to counſellors equally. weak and ſordid; 
Theſe ſoon embroiled him with' his royal brother; 
and Lewis, vigorous and rapid in his movements, 
entered the province he had ſo lately yielded, and 
made himſelf maſter of Vernon, Giſors, Gournay, 
and Louviers. Rouen ſoon opened her gates 
and implored his mercy; and Charles, deſtitute 
of reſources and allies, deprived of both his titles 
of Normandy and Berri, was forced to ſeck a 
doubtful ſhelter from the ſtorm in-the court of the 


duke of Brittany, and even to ſell his plate to 


procure a wretched ſubſiſtence. 

To attach to his intereſts the Houſe of Anjou, 
the king of France preſented to the duke of Ca- 
labria the ſum of twenty-four thouſand livres; 


but at the ſame time he ſeverely puniſhed the 


count of Maine, whom he diſcovered to have 
held a fecret correſpondence with the confede- 


rates. The effects of hope and fear, which ſa 


entirely influence the human mind, were ſuc- 
| ceſsfully excited by the policy of Lewis; who 


| berally 
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liberally: rewarded his adherents, and chaſtiſed 
with exemplary rigour his adverſaries. Yet when 
prudence diCtated, he could diſguiſe his reſent- 
ments, nor ſuffered paſſion to interfere with his 
intereſt. Lewis of Luxembourg, count of St. 
Pol, had diſtinguiſhed himſelf at the battle of 
Montleheri as an active and enterpriſing general, 
and as a zealous partizan of the league; he had 
aſterwards extorted from the king the ſword of 
conſtable ; but Lewis, - ſenſible of his abilities and 
ſplendid connexions, determined if poſſible to de- 
tach him from the Houſe of Burgundy, and to 
ſecure his future fidelity by a marriage with My | 

of Savoy, the ſiſter of his queen, 

The death of Philip, duke af Wr, 
| gundy, whoſe juſtice, beneficence, and 
paternal attention to his people had acquired him 
the ſurname of Good, devolved his ſpacious domi- 
nions on his ſon Charles, count of Charolois : That 
prince, of fiery and impetuous manners, bold in 
action, patient of fatigue, and daring in his de- 
ſigns, had already humbled the rebellious people of 
Liege; he had reluctantly ſuffered the brother of 
the king to be diſpoſſeſſed of the duchy of Nor- | 
mandy; and had beheld, with a lively jealouſy of 
the growing power of France, the tardy and in- 
|  effetual efforts of the duke of Brittany to reſtore 
him. Win Francis he had entered into a ſecret 
: | creat; Y 


A. D. 1467: 
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treaty; but the Bretons were already driven from 
che poſts they had occupied in Normandy before 
the duke of Burgundy paſſed the Somme; and 
- the king, dreading the confederacy of thoſe power- 
ful neighbours, concluded an - inſtant peace with 


the duke of Brittany; conſented to allow his bro- 


ther, the duke of Normandy, but who was now 
ſimply ſtiled Monſieur, an income: ſufficient: to 
maintain the dignity of his birth; and deſirous of 
availing himſelf of his ſuperior addreſs in negocia- 


tion, he determined on a perſonal interview N 


the duke of Burgundy. 
Peronne, a town of Picardy, and i in 


| the poſſeſſion of the duke of Burgundy, Au 168 


was appointed as the place of conference ; and 
Lewis, attended by a ſlender train, and accom- 


panied only by cardinal Balue, the duke of Bour- 
bon, and the conſtable the count de St. Pol, 


entered the hoſtile walls. Intent on deceiving his 


rival, and improvident of his own ſecurity, he 
committed himſelf to the faith of a prince whom 
he had invariably endeavoured to delude; * even 


common prudence ſeems for a moment to have 


deſerted a boſom lately occupied by ſuſpicion, 
and a mind which teemed with every wily ſtrata- 
gem. The duke of Burgundy received the king 
with every mark of diſtinction, and lodged him 
in the town of Peronne; but the concourſe of 
I 15 Burgundian 
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510 HISTORY OF FRANCE, | ; 
Burgundian lords and other perſons of rank, the 


avowed enemies of Lewis, who daily arrived, 
awaked too. late the apprehenfions of that monarch; 
his fears plunged him into an error ſtill more dan. 
gerous than that which his preſumption had ſug- 

geſted ; for his immediate ſecurity, he requeſted he 
might have apartments aſſigned him in the caſtle ; 
and thus voluntarily wed himſelf a yew 


at the diſcretion of Charles. 


Previous to the interview, the king, whoſe W | 
object was to keep the duke of Burgundy con- 
ſtamly employed in domeſtic wars, had ſent agents 
privately to Liege, to induce the inhabitants to 
refume their arms by a promiſe of protection: 
Whether, intent on higher deſigns, his memory 

betrayed him, or that he did not expect the conſe- 
quences of his intrigues would be inſtantaneous, 
the danger that might reſult from theſe practices 
appears not to have been the object of a mo- 

ment's conſideration. Inflamed by his arts, a 
- conſiderable number of the Liegeois aſſembled 
privately at Tongres, where the biſhop of Liege 
and the lord D' H imbercourt, a Burgundian officer 
of high eſtimation, were quartered with two thou- 
ſand men; the conſpirators fuddenly ſurpriſed the 
town, captured the biſhop and the governor, maſ- 
ſacred my of their train, wo after ſatiating them- 
; _ ſelves 


FP 
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ſelves with, ſlaughter, retired with heir priſoners 
to Liege. 1 % oaths 
The intelligence was 3 8 to the 
duke of Burgundy; and it was added, that the 
ambaſſadors of the king of France, had appeared. 
in perſon, animating the infurgents. The paſſions 
of Charles, always impetuous, were on this occaſion 
heightened to fury. In a tranſport of rage, he 
reproached Lewis with his breach of faith, com- 
manded the gates of the. caſtle to be ſhut and | 
ſtrictly guarded, and denounced: vengeance againſt 
the perfidious monarch who. had. deceived him. 
While Charles concerted what meaſures to purſue 
with the miniſters he moſt confided in, the cauſe 
of his violence reached the ears of the king o 
France. Lewis, naturally timid and irreſolute, 
in the hands of his mortal enemy whom he had 
deeply offended, ſurrounded with people who de- 
reſted him, and ſhut up in the very fort where Her- 
bert, count of V ermandois, had confined Charles 
the Simple, underwent by anticipation all the 
horrors of death. Yet in this dangerous criſis 
his art never forſook him; he diſtributed large 
fums of money among thoſe officers whoſe opt- 
nions were..moſt likely to influence the duke of 
Burgundy ; and endeavoured by ſplendid preſents - 
and promiſes to allay the reſentment; of his ene- 
£21.25 $093 10" £01807 v5 S175 7 £36 0000 
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mies, and to confirm the attachment of his friends, 
Three days he paſſed in a ſtate of painful ſuſ- 
pence, while Charles, without deigning to viſit 
him, maintained an indignant filence. At length 
- the rage of that prince gradually ſubſided; and 
on the fourth morning he propoſed to the king the 
conditions which works had fixed as mw . 80 his 
Rerdem. 

Theſe differed but little Hoek theke which i com- 

; poſed the former treaty; but the friendſhip of 
the duke ſtipulated for Charles, the brother of the 
king, the counties of Champagne and Brie, in 
lieu of the duchy of Normandy, of which he had 
been deſpoiled; and his reſentment inſiſted on the 
pteſence of Lewis, while he avenged the late 
maſſacre at Tongres, and chaſtiſed the revolt of the 


mnnhabitants of Liege. The two princes imme- 


diately formed the ſiege of that city; the walls had 
been partly deſtroyed in the aſſault of the pre- 
. ceding year; but the breaches, which had been 
| neglected by the confidence, were defended by the 
dieſpair of the citizens, enamoured of freedom, and 
hopeleſs of pardon. The mareſchal of Burgundy, 
who had preſſed forward as to a certain victory, 
was admoniſhed to reſpect the ſteady valour of the 


imhabitants, who crouded through their gates to en- 


counter him. In a more daring ſally, the Liegeois 
: „ eee to the very quarters of the King of 
France 
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Franbe and the duke of Burgundy: For a moment, 
' the, deſtruction of Lewis and Charles appeared 
inevitable; and it was not without, the moſt 
ſtrenuous efforts of perſonal proweſs, that they at 
length repelled their enemies. But the animated 
effuſions of enthuſiaſm ſoon ſunk before the in- 
creaſing numbers and inceſſant attacks of the be- 
ſiegers; Liege was carried by ſtorm; the city was 
devoted to the flames; and the citizens atoned by 
their blood for the cruelties which they had nn, 
at Tongres. | 
Lewis had been coinpelled- to contribute his 
aſſiſtance to the reduction of the unhappy people 
whom he had excited to revolt, and to witneſs 
the puniſhment of a crime which he himſelf had 
ſuggeſted: He was now permitted to return to 
France; but before he quitted the dominions of 
the duke of Burgundy, he enquired of that 
prince what conduct he expected him to purſue 
if his brother ſhould not be ſatisfied with the 
. counties of Champagne and Brie? * In that 
e caſe,” replied Charles, © I ſhall withdraw all. 
t future mediation, and leave you to accommodate 
cc your own differences.” An importaht. anſwer, 
which was haſtily given, and which the king of 
France received with pleafure, and ſoon converted 


to his advantage. Boo ; 
vor. I. 1 14 0 e The 


* 


514 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 
A p. The' fitvation of Champagne and 
1469, 271. Brie, in the vicinity of the Burgundian 
dominions, would have infallibly cemented the 
alliance between the two dukes; and Lewis had 
no ſooner arrived at Paris than he exerted his abi- 
lities and addreſs to prevail on his brother to ac- 
cept in exchange the county of Guienne. That 
prince, weak, and deceived by the marks of kind- 
neſs which the king affected towards him, com- 
plied with the propoſal, and changed his title of 
duke of Normandy to aſſume that of Guienne. But 
convinced when it was too late of the error he had 
committed, and allured by the hopes of a mar- 
riage with Mary of Burgundy, the only daughter of 
and heireſs to the vaſt poſſeſſions of Charles, he 
began to renew his confederacy with that prince 
and with the duke of Brittany. Before their 
meaſures were ripe, Lewis himſelf had determined 
on open hoſtilities: He had reluctantly yielded 
the towns of the Somme, which expoſed Picardy 
to the controul of his rival; and he now pre- 
pared to recover by arms what he had loſt by 
his imprudence. As a peer of France, the duke 
of Burgundy was ſummoned to the parliament 
of Paris; and on his refuſal, the conſtable St. 
Pol inveſted and poſſeſſed himſelf of St. Quin- 
tin. Amiens, Roie, and Mondidier ſoon after 
opened their gates to che French; and Charles 
3 : ” | Was 
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' was leſs diſmayed by the loſs of theſe cities than 
by the defection of his natural brother, Baldwin, 
whoſe fidelity Lewis had corrupted. Uncertain 
whom to truſt, and doubtful of the event of war, 
the haughty diſpoſition of Charles condeſcended to 
ſolicit a peace: To enforce his propoſal, he croſſed 
the Somme with a numerous army; and Lewis; 
ſwayed by his natural irreſolution, eh to a 
truce for a year. | 
When the king of France firſt Re 44, 
ſolved to attack the duke of Burgundy, %, 14713 
he was encouraged in that enterpriſe by a new 
revolution in England. The earl of Warwick, 
whoſe valour and popularity had contributed {fo 
eminently to raiſe Edward the Fourth to the 
throne, had quitted the cauſe of that prince in 
_ diſguſt; and eſpouſed the claim of Henry the Sixth, | 
from whoſe feeble hand he had formerly wreſted 
the ſceptre. Charles of Burgundy. had married | 
the ſiſter of Edward; and Lewis, impelled by his 
natural enmity to the allies and connections of | 
Charles, furniſhed Warwick with a fleet to eſcort 8 
him, and granted him a ſupply of men and money: | is j 
| 


That nobleman landed at Dartmouth; and the ſpirit 
of diſcontent ſoon ſwelled Eis martial train to an 
army of ſixty thouſand men: Near Nottingham, 
the camp of Edward was betrayed by the ſecret 
adherents of the houſe of Lancaſter, and the par- 
tizans of Warwick. Edward himſelf, amidſt the 
8 LI confuſion 
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confuſion of a no@turnal tumult, eladed the ſearch 


ol his enemies, and with a ſmall retinue fled to Lynn 
in Norfolk ; there he fortunately found ſome ſhips 


ready, in which he embarked, and eſcaped with 
difficulty into the port of Alcmaer in Holland, 
But the hopes which Lewis might entertain front 
the reſtoration of Henry the Sixth, were ſoon diſ- 
fipated by a fecond revolution equally rapid and 
extraordinary: Although the repeated information 
which Charles had conveyed to his brother-in-law 
of the deſigns of Warwick had been diſregarded, | 
yet intereſt and iticlination prompted him to make 


| ſome efforts in the ſupport of fo near a kinſman; 


and he dreaded leſt Henry and Lewis ſhould 
overwhelm him with their united arms : He de- 
termined However to conceal his preparations as 

much as poſſible, and if unſucceſsful to diſavow 
them. Four large veſſels were equipped at Ter- 
veer in Zealand; and fourteen ſhips were ſecretly 


| hired from the Hanſeutic League; a conſederacy 
which originated with the cities of Lubeck and 
Hamburgh, and which afterwards included eiglity 


conſiderable cities, ſcattered through thoſe coun- 
tries that ſtretch from the bottom of the Baltic to 
Cologne on the Rhine. With this ſmall ſquadron 
Edward, impatient for revenge, ſteered towards 
England: Afﬀter an ineffectual attempt on the 
coaſt of N orfolle, he landed at Ravenſpur in 

| Yorkſhire 


n. : 
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Yorkſhire ; he ſoon obtained poſſeſſion of the city 
of York; and by the acceſſion of his adherents 
found himſelf at the head of a formidable army. 
By ſecret and rapid marches he evaded the forces 
of Warwick, paſted near Leiceſter; preſented him- 
ſelf at the gates, and was received by the citizens 
of London, In the battle of Barnet he defeated 
Warwick, who periſhed in the field; in a ſecond 
action near Tewkeſbury he again triumphed oyer 
the Lancaſtrians; and the murder of Henry the 
Sixth, and that of his only ſon, ſeemed to extin- 
guiſh the hopes of the party, and finally to ſecure 
the crown to the houſe of York, 
The ſucceſs of his brother-ip-law - _ 
revived the ambition of the duke of © 9% 
Burgundy; he reſumed his negociations with 
| the king of England, the duke of Brittany, and 
the duke of Guienne. The latter prince was 
again allured by the hopes of marrying Mar- 
garet of Burgundy.: But while the deſigns of 
the confederates preſented the faireſt proſpect, jt 
was again overcaſt by the ſudden and myſterious 
death of the duke of Guienne ; an event ſo for- 
tunate for Lewis as to occaſion an univerſal ſuſ- 
Picion of his having haſtened it by poiſon. A 
variety of circumſtances combined with the cha- 
racter of Lewis to confirm the public opinion. 


The abbot of St, John d' Angeli, on whom the 
| L13 general 
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- general voice had guet as the inſtrument of this 
atrocious deed, - was found, in the morning ap- 
Pointed for his trial, ſtrangled, and lying dead in 
his cell; and it was commonly believed that the 
. king had not heſitated to conceal the firſt . crime 


by the perpetration of a ſecond. With a conduct 
equally dark and deſigning, he procured documents 


tending to trace the authors of his brother's fate 
to be brought to him; he even appointed com- 
miſſioners to enter upon their examination; but 


this tribunal was not allowed to come to any de- 


ciſion, although the members of it were rewarded 


by Lewis, who eagerly ſeized Guienne, and re- 


united i it to the crown of France. 


The indignation and reſentment of the duke 


of Bur gundy were arouſed by the deplorable 
and unexpected death of his ally; he entered 


Picardy with an army, determined to wreak his 
vengeance on the unhappy ſubjects of the unna- 


. rien Lewis, and to facrifice to the memory of. 


the duke of Guienne every inhabitant who fell - 
into his power, The unfortunate citizens of Neſle 
were the firſt to encounter his fury, and were in- 
volved in a promiſcuous maſſacre, without re- 
ſpect to ſex or age. But Beauvais, confident in 


her walls and the ſtrength of her garriſon, derided 
his menaces, and repulſed his attacks while 


e OI in this attempt, raiſed 'the 
, bopeleſs 
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hopeleſs ſiege, entered the county of Caux, ſeized 
the cities of Eu and St. Valery, delivered Lon- 
gueville to the flames, and extended his devaſta- 
tions as far as the gates of Rouen. 

Lewis, uniform and conſtant in his geliges 
had, during the invaſion of his furious rival, en- 
camped on the frontiers of Brittany, determined to 
diſſolve the league between Francis and Edward 
the Fourth. The latter prince, occupied in the 
internal regulation of his own kingdom, was de- 
terred from affording that ready ſuccour which his 
allies required; and the duke of Brittany, unable to 
face the royal army of Lewis, ſubſcribed a truce 
for a year: His example was followed by the duke 
of Burgundy, whoſe impolitic violence in deſtroy- 
ing the open country had proved fatal to his own 
deſigns, and compelled him for want of ſubſiſtence 
to retire towards his own dominions, and to agree 
to a ceſſation of hoſtilities, _ 

This interval from war was diligendy. . 
employed' by each prince in endeavours 
to increaſe. the number of his own adherents, and 
to corrupt thoſe of his adverſary. Of the nobles 
of France, Lewis of Luxemburgh, count de St. 
Pol and conſtable. of that kingdom, claimed the 
pre- eminence in power and abilities: His terri- 
tories lay between the king's and thoſe of the 
| _ of W St. Quintin, Ham, and 
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venue which he drew from hi oth "in . mar- 
tial train which he maintained, reſembled rather 


the eſtabliſhment of a ſovereign than a ſubject. At 


the battle of Montleheri he had diſtinguiſhed 


85 himſelf as one of the moſt active chiefs of the 


league ; ; and though he had ſince preſerved the 
external appearance of allegiance to Lewis, yet he 


| had never heſitated to engage in every rebellious 


negociation, To reconcile ſome differences which 
had ariſen between the king and himſelf, he had 
inſulted the dignity of the crown by inſiſting on a 

na conference ; and at their interview he 
ſtudiouſly affected to diſplay his diſtruſt, by the 


precautions which he apenly made uſe of, and the 


number of armed partizans by which he was at- 
tended. From this conference he retired, after 
vowing inviolable fidelity i in future, to enter into 
freſh intrigues with Edward the F ourth of England, 
and with the duke of Burgundy. | 

Though Edward conſidered himſelf but little 


indebted to the duke of Byrgundy for the recep - 


tion which Charles had given him during his 
exile, yet policy induced theſe princes to maintain 
a cloſe connection, and they agreed to unite their 
arms in making a powerful inyaſian on France. 
A league was formed, in which Edward ſtipulated ” 


wy * e 
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fand men, and to invade che French territories ; * 
Charles promiſed to join him with all his forces, 
The king of England was to challenge the crown 
of France, and to obtain at leaſt the provinces of 
Normandy and Guienne; che duke was to acquire 
Champagne, and ſome adjacent diſtricts, and to 
free his dominions from homage ; neither party 
was to make peace without the conſent of the other. 
The intereſt of the duke of Brittany they natu- 
rally concluded would indace him to join their 
ſtandard ; and the count de St. Pol had ſecretly 
engaged to receive the Engliſh into St. Quintin, 
and into the other towns whack he — on the 
river Somme. 

The ſituation of Lewis was at leaſt 
delicate if not dangerous; and he was 
preſerved from the ſtorm equally by his on dex- 
terity and the indiſcretion of his adverſaries. The 
king of. England had paſſed oyer to Calais with 
an army of fifteen hundred men at arms, and 
fifteen thouſand archers ; but the impatient temper 
of the duke of Burgundy could ill brook the ne- 
ceſſary delay which attended the levying ſo for- 
midable a force: Enamoured of new deſigns, he 
had already engaged in a quarrel with the whole 
Germanic body by laying ſiege to the town of 
Nuiz on the Rhine; and while he pertinaciouſly 

adhered to this enterpriſe, he in vain endeavoured 
| | * 
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in perſon to excuſe his breach of treaty, ai to 
extort the approbation of his ally to a meaſure ſo 
fatal to their mutual intereſts. Yet Edward ad- 
Fa vanced into Picardy, in expectation that the con- 
| ſtable would at leaſt have performed his promiſe, 
Hs and delivered into his hands the town of St. Quin- 
F tin; but St. Pol, by a double piece of treachery, . 
i deceived his allies, and enabled Lewis to diſſolve 
3 a league, which if it had been ſtrictly maintained, 
 - . might have renewed the diſaſtrous defeats of cer | 
| and Azincourt, _ 

Lewis,” ſenſible of his: n to 
oppoſe the confederates by arms, had 
recourſe to artifice and negociation, his uſual en- 
gines: Swayed more by political views than the 
point of - honour, he deemed no ſubmiſſions too 
| mean which might free him from his enemies, 
E Edward, voluptuous and indolent, and diſſatisfied 
1 With his allies, lent a ready ear to his propoſals. 

The king of France ſtipulated to pay to the king 

of England ſeventy- five thouſand crowns, on his 

5 conſenting immediately to repaſs the ſeas: To this 
3 condition was added another, which plainly pro- 
| dcälaimed the ignaminious badge of tribute; fifty 
1 thouſand crowns a year were ſettled on Edward for 
| „ ö his life; and the laſt article betrothed the dauphin 
3 when of age to the eldeſt daughter of the king 
| of England. In vain did the duke of Burgundy 
= 3 TOY 
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loudly clamour againſt chis injurious treaty; Ed- 
ward, unmoved by his reproaches, and Lewis, 
indifferent to his menaces, ratified the peace at a 
perſonal i interview at Pecquigny, near Amiens. Yet 
the lapſe of ſucceſlive years had not effaced the 
guilty conference of Montereau; and the two mo- 
narchs in their preparations ſeem to have been 
actuated by a mutual diſtruſt. In the middle of 
the bridge of Pecquigny, a grated barrier was 
erected, the intervals of which would only allow 
an arm to paſs; on oppoſite ſides the two princes 
appeared ; and after conferring privately toge ther, 
_and confirming the articles of peace, they parted 
with liberal but hollow profeſſions of reciprocal 
friendſmp and eſteem, 

Vet however the. abject conceſſions of Lenis 
might degrade the dignity of the king of F rance, 
his ſoul on this occaſion ſeemed not deſtitute of 
humantty; and amidft a variety of intereſted in- 
trigues, one action of genuine liberality commands 
our attention and admiration. Margaret, the un- 
fortunate widow of Henry the Sixth, was ranſomed 
from Edward by Lewis for the ſum of fifty thou- 
ſand crowns ; and that princeſs, after having ex- 
perienced ſo many viciſſitudes of life, after having 
beheld the untimely fate of her huſband, her ſon, 
and. the noble followers of her fortune, found a 
ſafe aſylum i in France, where ſhe paſſed the re- 

mainder 
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mainder of Her * in tranquillity and pri 


Vacy. 
Although nn had ſo tue reaſon « to be 
ſatisfied with the conduct of the duke of Burgundy, 
he reſeryed to that prince a power of acceding to 


the treaty of Pecquigny ; but Charles, naturally 


haughty, replied that he was able to ſupport him. 
ſelf without the aſſiſtance of England, and that 


he would make no peace with Lewis till three 
9 5 months after the return Ag Edward into his own 
, country; To this reſolution he adhered ; but that 


was no ſooner elapſed than he vegociated 
and concluded a truce for nine years. 


When theſe princes agreed to ſuſpend their ac- 
tive enmity for ſo long a term, the public articles 


they ſubſcribed contained only mutual ' ſtipula- 


tions for the common advantages of their ſubjects; ; 


but in private they had ſigneq an agreement of 


different import. The perfidy of the count de St. 


Pol had rendered him obnoxious to all parties, 
and his ruin was ſecretly determined; on the firſt 
intelligence of the implacable reſentment of Lewis, 


the conſtable, confounded and irreſolute, had 


fled to Mons in Hainault. But the duke of Bur- 


by had already conſented to deliver him u 
* P; 


Ky the count de St. Pol, after a haſty trial, was 


condemned, and executed on a public ſcaffold. His 
| fate was the merited conſequence of his repeated 


. 
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acts of perfidy and ingratitude; yet the compoſure | 
and undaunted courage with which he encountered 
death, effaced the remembrance of his guilt; and 
poſterity has not failed to brand the avarice and 
rapacity of Charles of Burgundy, who ſtipulated 
the eſtates and moveables of St: Pol as the price 
of the unhappy fugitive whom he betrayed. 


* 
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WARS or cHARLES THE ; BOLD, DUKE oF BURGUNDY, 
—DEATH OF THAT PRINCE,—BURGUNDY AND 
ARTOIS RE-ANNEXED TO THE CROWN OF FRANCE: 
—ACQUISITION OF PROVENCE.—DEATH OF LEWIS 
THE ELEVENTH.——SKETCH OF THE CONSTITU- 
TION OF FRANCE FROM THE ACCESSION OF HUGH 
 CAPET TO THE DEATH OF LEWIS THE ELEVENTH. 


% 


Il 
| 


Les WIS had effeftually VOTRE | 
the enmity or ambition of the king 
of England by a ſervile compliance with the de- 
mand of tribute, which he in vain endeavoured. 

to diſguiſe under the name of a penſion; he had 
compelled the duke of Brittany to ſubſcribe a new 
and . ſeparate treaty, by which he renounced all 
alliances with the enemies of France; by the exe- 
cution of the count of St. Pol he had ſtruck terror 
into the ſeditious vaſſals of the crown; but the 
duke of Burgundy was ſtill a rival, whoſe grow- 


. — ” ing 


A. D. 1476. 
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ing greatneſs haunted his imagination, and claim- 
ce d his conſtant attention. That prince had lately 
teduced the city of Nancy, and added the country 
of Lorrain to his former dominions. But Charles 
poſſeſſed the courage and ambition of a conqueror, 
without the prudence or policy of a ſtateſman: 
Ever ardent in his enterpriſes, his reſtleſs diſpoſi- 
tion on ſome imaginary infult precipitated him 
againſt the Swiſs, a virtuous and hardy people, 

who had purchaſed their freedom by the boldeſt 
| oppoſition to Auſtrian tyranny, and who cheriſhed 
it with an enthuſiaſtic affection amidſt: their n 
and mountains. | 
The Swiſs in vain attempted to ppc the 
wrath of Charles by the moſt humble applica- 
tions for peace; in vain did they offer to abandon 
all alliances that were contrary to his intereſt, and 
for a ſmall ſubſidy to ſupply him with a body of 
ſix thouſand men to ſerve indiſcriminately againſt 
his enemies. Charles was deaf to every pro- 
poſal, however ſubmiſſive or advantageous ; ; Ne 
entered a bleak and mountainous 'country, which 
only could recompence his hazard and toils with 
barren laurels. After reducing ſome inconſider- 
able places, he laid ſiege to Granſon : That town 
was defended by the obſtinate valour of ſeven or 
eight hundred Swiſs, zealous in the cauſe of their 
country, and reſolute to vindicate their liberty. 
| The 


3 
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The cantons of Berne, Lauſanne, Fribourg, and 
Zurich, armed in their behalf; But Granſon had 
furrendered at diſcretion; and the garrifort had al- 
ready been ſacrificed to the reſentment of Charles, 
| before the confederates could arrive. The duke 
of Burgundy, after this example of ſeverity, might 
have maintained the advantageous poſt he had 
 eccupled, and derided the efforts of his enemies, 
vhom poverty muſt ſoon have compelled to diſ- 
perſe. But he obſtinately rejected the advice of 
his moſt experienced officers, and preſſed forwards 
to the fatal conflict. Confiding in the ſuperior 
numbers and diſcipline of an army, which is repre- 
ſented as amounting to fifty thouſand men; he pre- 
cipitately entered the defiles of the mountains, 
and was encountered and defeated by ſcarce ten 
thouſand Swiſs, haſtily collected and rudely armed, 
but animated by an invincible love of freedom. 
Tet the Swiſs, deſtitute of cavalry, were unable to 
continue the purſuit and improve the advantage. 
In the action of Granſon, the duke of Burgundy 
loſt, only ſeven men at arms; but his military cheſt, 
his ſuperb plate, and his jewels, the moſt ſplendid 
in Europe, were the prey of the victors; and the 
_ Swiſs were firſt taught the value of riches fro ** 
| magnificent ſpoils of the field. I 
A mind elated by conſtant proſperity could il 
" ſubmit to the iron . of adverkicy ; the diſ- 
appointment 
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appointment of Charles was attended by a ſevere 
indiſpoſition : But he could ſcarce raiſe himſelf 
from the couch of ſickneſs before he reſumed his 
arms, and prepared to efface the ſhame of his late 
defeat. By language the moſt ſubmiſſive, and by 
profeſſions the moſt laviſh, he endeavoured to ſe- 
cure the neutrality of the king of France: That 
monarch, though he affected to behold with un- 
concern, dlligently watched the meaſures of his 

tival; wary and cautious, he himſelf ſtill declined 
to engage in open hoſtilities z but with his gold he 

nurſecl the hopes, and fortified the independent 
ſpirits of the Swiſs; while Charles, inacceſſible to 
council, and bent on deſtruckion, re- aſſembled his 
ſcattered forces; and in four months from tlie 

defeat of Granſon, with an army of twenty-three 
thouſand men, he inveſted Morat, a fimall town f 
near the city of Berne. 

The Swiſs, reinforced by the confillcrice Cities 
of Germany, might compoſe a body of thirty 
thouſand men: Their valour was directed by the 
experience, and inflamed by the example of Rend, 
duke of Lorrain, whoſe territories the duke of 
Burgundy had ſeized, and who was now inſpired 

With a thirſt of vengeance, and the hopes of re- 
turning dominion. Charles, on intelligence of 
their approach, raiſed the ſiege of Morat, and 
advanced to meet them. But his EY was 
Vol. 1. N m | = 


8 > "dg 
— 9 — CA 
I; — —_— 
SER wax —— 


-— A. © 
22 — 
* WW bo 

- £ 


. ba " < — 

- - x . 22 

— I SR» WES * 
rr 
es oo ** wo 8 2 

2 — 0 — = > 5 


Rr 
—— 


* 
1 
10 
3. 
4 4 
14 
j 
wh 
1 
1 
« 
gn O14 
7 


— = ——_ 4 
— 


V 


| Ill-ſeconded by his troops; the ſteady covragy, 
of the Swiſs triumphed over all obſtacles; a 
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body of four thouſand horſe completed the con- 
fuſion of the vanquiſhed and eighteen thouſand 


Burgundians were ſuppoſed to have periſhed i in the 


battle of Morat : The duke of Burgundy himſelf 
continued his fight beyond the mountains; and it 
was not till he arrived at St. Claud, that he con- 


: ſidered himſelf in ſafety. 


The actions of Granſon and Morat convinced 


Lov: chat he could not-more effectually atchieve 


the deſtruction of the duke than by abandoning 
him to his own unbridled paſſions, and to the war 
againſt the-Swiſs, which he till perſevered in with 


| incredible obſtinacy. The late defeats had cooled 
the ardour of b his allies, and confirmed the confi- 


dence of his enemies; 3 the duke of Lorrain had 


recovered the city of Nancy, and great part of 
his dominions; while Charles, overwhelmed with 


ame and indignation, paſſed his melancholy 


hours at la Riviere, and ſecluded himſelf almoſt 


| fo n the 6 ght 4 lis moſt confidential miniſters. 


But tl the loſs of N ancy rouſed him from his le- 


4 4.% 
* 241 . 


: thargy ; ; and he endeavoured i in vain to recover that 


city, by thoſe efforts which might have preſerved 
it. He inveſted it with a third army againſt 
the advice of his moſt experienced officers z 
but Charles, confeious of his own breach of faith 

| £0 


® 
* 


HISTORY OF FRANCE 331 


to the count de St. Pol, had ever ſince the death 
of that nobleman been diſtruſtful of his ſubjects, 
and, ſtrove to ſecure his perſon by the attachment 
of foreigners. Among theſe, the count de Cam- 
pobaſſo, a native of Naples, and exiled thence 
as a partizan of the Houſe of Anjou, held the prin- 
cipal place in his favour. Whatever motives 
might ſtipulate him, Campobaſſo repaid the 
kindneſs. of the duke with the blackeſt ingrati- 
tude and baſeſt treaſon; z it is  obſcurely hinted -that 
he once ſuffered from the ungovernable rage of 
F Charles, the indignity of. a blow; but all hiſto- 
rians agree, that he repeatedly. offered to the king 
of. France. 2 deliver up, to, him his maſter, alive 
in a.the a which he adopted, he abliorred a 
treachery. which diſſolved all ties between the 
prince and his ſervant; he even reyealed the de- 
ſign to the duke of Burgundy: But the character 
of Lewis induced Charles to deſpiſe the intelli- 
gence. © If it were true, the king would never 
ce inipart to me ſo important a ſecret, was the 
reply of Charles; who even redoubled his marks 
of canfidence Ga , 40 ons e 
Nęapoliran. 01 | 
-Eheiduke” of Sy: wes fill: oc- 
cupied in the ſiege of Nancy, which 
he ꝑreſſecd, regardleſs of the inclemency of win- 
SI £1) 8 M Fs | | ter, 
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ter, when he was alarmed by the approach of 2 
numerous army of Germans, commanded by the 
duke of Lorrain, who diligently advanced to the 
relief of his capital. Charles quitted his en- 
trenchments to meet his enemies; his army, ane - 
amounting to four thoufand men, harraſſed by in- 
ceſſant ſervice, and difpirited by former defeats, 
was ſoon broken by the fuperior numbers of the 
Germans. Charles himſelf in vain fought with 
the moſt heroic courage, arid expoſed his perſon 
wherever the danger was moſt conſpicuous; 
when the route became general, he was borne 
away in the flight. Campobaſſo, who had deſerted 
previous to the action with about eighty men ar 
arms, left twelve or fifteen men about the duke's 
perſon, with a ſtrict command to aſſaſſinate him 
amidſt the tumult: Thefe executed their deteſta- 
ble commiſſion too faithfully; and two days af- 
terwards the body of Charles was found dead, 
naked, and frozen % 5 F with "nes 


wounds.” 0 
Thus fell the lat at 1 of the — of z 


Burgundy, a victim to his own ill-concerted en- 
terpriſes and preſumptuous courage. Lewis, ſenſi- 
dle of his danger and anxious for his fate, at the 
moment of his death, was at his favourite reſi- 
dence of Pleſſis les Tours; he received the intelli- 


* immocerate joy: and che Hberal re- 
compence 
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compence he beſtowed on the meſſenger pro- 
claimed his unbounded tranſports at the deſtruc- - 
. tion of his rival. The death of Charles open- 
ed a wide and flattering proſpe& to his ambi- 
tion: That prince left behind him an empty | 
treaſury, a feeble council, and an army without 
courage or diſcipline. His only daughter, Mary, 
had not yet attained her twentieth year; and 
during the life of her father ſhe had been ſuc 
ceſſively promiſed to ſeveral different princes, ac- 
cording as their alliances were favourable to the 
ambitious projects he entertained. Several of 
the provinces which Mary inherited had been diſ- 

| membered from the kingdom of France; and the 
dominions of Lewis, which ſtretched along the 
frontier of her territories, pointed out to his hopes 
the favourable moment of aggrandiſement. | 
That he might he able to exert his whole force 
on this oecaſion, he refuſed to ſupport the pre- 
tenſions of the duke of Orleans, firſt prince of the 
blood, and whom he had compelled to marry 
Jane, his youngeſt daughter, a princeſs ignorant, 
deformed, and deemed incapable of bearing chil- 
| dren, The untimely fate of Galeas, duke of 
Milan, who was aſſaſſinated in the midſt of his 
guards, ſeemed to open a deſirable opportunity for 
the duke of Orleans to ſubſtantiate the claims to 
that duchy, which he derived from his grand-mo- 
cher Valentia Viſcomti ; but Lewis, whoſe natural 
Mwwy: Jealouſy 


| 
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; Jealouſy would probably have prevented him from 


countenancing the meaſure, was now ſolely en- 
groſſed by the expectation of uniting to his crown 


the dominions of the houſe of Burgundy. Two | 


paths preſented themſelyes to his view: The firſt 

was the marriage of the dauphin, the fecond that 
of the count of Angouleme, a prince of the blood, 
with the daughter of the late duke. By the for- 
mer he would have annexed all her territories to 
his own, and rendered France the moſt powerful 


monarch in Europe ; but one obſtacle intervened 


in the diſparity of age between the. dauphin, then 


only eight years old, and Mary, who was already 


twenty. The F lemings alſo regarded with diſ- 
truſt the choice of a maſter poſſeſſed of ſuch re- 
ſources as might enable him to oppreſs their li- 
berties; and the dread of whoſe government was 
increaſed by the odious maxims which he public- 
ly profeſſed. From theſe objections the count of 


Angouleme was free; and Mary herſelf had diſ- 


covered ſome inclination to beſtow her hand on 
that prince. By this marriage Lewis would have 
prevented her dominians from being conveyed to 
a rival power ; and in return ſor the ſplendid 
eftabliſhment which the count of Angouleme 
would obtain, he might have ſtipulated conceſ- 


ſions highly beneficial to, the crown of France. 


But that monarch had been fo long accuſtomed 


” to tread the crooked. paths of inſidious policy, 


that 
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that he deſpiſed the plain and open road; and 
whether actuated by the dread of aggrandiſing. a 
fubject, or his unrelenting deteſtation of the race 
of Burgundy, he adopted a courſe leſs likely to 
ſucceed, but better adapted to his genius, and 
more conſiſtent with his diſpoſition. 

While he amuſed Mary with inſiſting on the 
impracticable match with the dauphin, he propo- 
ſed to render himſelf, by force of arms, maſter of 
her dominions. He addreſſed circular letters to 
the principal cities of the duchy, repreſenting that 
Burgundy had only been given by king John to 
the male heirs of his ſon Philip, and that it now 
conſequently reverted to the crown. Though he 
was ſenſible that this plea could impoſe on none, 
yet he was ſatisfied that it might afford an excuſe 
to thoſe whom the more perſuaſive arguments of 
intereſt ſhould allure to his ſtandard. The go- 
vernors of the towns were corrupted to deſert their 
ſovereign; the inhabitants were ſeduced to riſe 
againſt thoſe governors who preſerved their allegi- 
ance; and upon the approach of Lewis, Ham; 
Peronne, It. Quintin, Roie, Mondidier, Vervins 
and Landrecy, opened their gates to him. The 
ſtates aſſembled at Dijon were ſummoned to yield 
obedience to the king; theſe complied upon the 
expreſs condition, that a general amneſty ſhould 
be "pane to all thoſe who had ſerved the late 

. | duke, 
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duke, or who were ſtill attached to the princess ; 
his daughter; and that the king ſhould evacuate 
the duchy i in caſe Charles, their rightful prince, 
again appeared; a ſtipulation founded on a report 
which was eagerly circulated, that Charles had 
-eſcaped the diſaſtrous field of Nancy, and had re- 
tired to Jeruſalem to paſs the remainder of his 
days in ſolitude and penitence. 
The province of Artois was a by the 
ſame means as the county of Burgundy; but 
Flanders reſiſted the arms and arts of the king of 
France. Oliver le Dain, who though at firſt only 
barber to Lewis, ſoon acquired the confidence of 
that monarch, held intelligence with the inhabi- 
tants of Ghent; but diſappointed in his hopes of 
| exciting theſe to revolt againſt Mary, he retired 
precipitately to Tournay, whoſe citizens readily 
liſtened to his ſplendid promiſes, and opened their 
gates to a detachment of the French. Mean- 
while Dammartin, grand maſter to Lewis, ſurpriſ- 
ed and levelled Aveſne to the ground, hurnt Caſ- 
ſel, and ravaged the open country with that fpirit 
of devaſtation which could only. be 1 88 by 
his unfeeling ſovereign. ä 

Now were the talents and induſtry of 1 leſs 

diſplayed in the cabinet than in the field. His 
practices unfold a ſeries of the meaneſt falſhood, 
ang the deepeſt n "HE. negociated with 
KC | Mary; ; 
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Mary ; and in order to render her odious to her 


ſubjects, he betrayed to them her moſt important 


ſecrets, he carried on à private correſpondence 


with the two miniſters whom the chiefly truſted, 


and then communicated the letters which he had 


received from them to the ſtates of Flanders ; 5 


who, enraged at their perfidy, brought them im- 
mediately to trial, tortured them with extreme 


cruelty, and unmoved by the tears and entreaties 
of their ſovereign, who knew and approved of 
all that the miniſters had done, they beheaded 
them 1 in her preſence. _ 

But the perfidy which Lewis practiſed againſt 
the miniſters, and the fury with which he ravag- 
ed the fertile fields of the F lemings, inſtead of 
ſubduing, ſerved only to confirm the averſion of 
that people to his government: and Mary, with 
the approbation of the States of Flanders, beſtow- 


| ed her hand and noble inheritance on Maximi- 
lian, archduke of Auſtria, and fon of the empe- 


ror Frederick the Third; the king of France, 
alarmed at having thus unexpectedly aggran- 
dized a rival power, endeavoured to counterba- 
| lance the error by an alliance with Edward the 
Fourth of England. He had previouſly infected 
that monarch, who was frequently actuated by 


paſſions unworthy of a ſovereign and a ſtateſman, 


with a jealouſy of his -brotlfer Clarence; this had 


induced 
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: induced the king of England to negle& the ad- 
vances which were made of marrying Clarence 
to Mary of Burgundy, and inclined him to be. 
hold with indifference the conqueſt of Lewis over 
that country ; ; he now conſented to convert the 
truce formerly concluded into a ſolid peace; which 
was to continue during the joint lives of the two 
Kings, and for a year after. | | 
The independence of F Wer was 
fortified by the union of Maximilian 
with Mary; and by the return of the prince of 
Orange. to the party of that princeſs, the flames 
of war were again extended to the cities of Bur- 
gundy. The French were. expelled from ſeveral 
conſiderable towns; and Lewis had reaſon hourly 
to apprehend the entire revolt of that country, 
when his fears were diſſipated by unexpected 
overtures of peace from Maximilian. The com- 
miſſioners of. the two monarchs . concluded a 
truce at Lens, without expreſſing any term for its 
duration, and without including the county of 
Burgundy, which was ſoon again reduced by the 


A. D. 1478. 


arms of Lewis. 


This ſuſpenſion of public hoſtilities could ſcarce 
be called a ſtate of tranquillity to the unhappy | 


ſubjects of France; with his years the ſanguinary 


diſpoſition: of Lewis increaſed ; he had nouriſhed 


an inceſſant deſire M vengeance againſt James 


4 'Ar- 
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d' Armagnac, duke of Nemoum one of the firſt 
noblemen in the kingdom, and who had appeared 

a zealous confederate in the © League for the public 
“Good. The authority of the ſovereign, gradually 
extended, no longer knew any bounds but his owl 
will; the execution of the count de St. Pol had 
broken the ſpirits of the nobility of France; and 
Lewis reſolved to ſatiate his thirſt of revenge on 
the duke of Nemours. That unfortunate noble- 
man, to avoid the reſentment of his royal maſter, 
had retired to the fortreſs of Carlat, among the | 
mountains of Auvergne. He was there beſieged by 
the ſeigneur de Beaujeu, who had married Anne, 
the daughter of Lewis: But the fituation of the 
caſtle rendered it almoſt inacceſſible by force; 
and the duke of Nemours received the moſt 
ſolemn aſſurances of ſafety, if he would ſurrender 
himſelf. Confiding in the honour of his enemy, 
he complied ;- but the king, who ſported with all 
the ties of virtue and ſociety, cauſed him, in vio- 
lation of his ſolemn compact, to be carried to the 
Baſtile: He vas confined within an iron cage, the 
familiar inſtrument of his ſovereign's cruelty; even 
the judges, who reluctantly condemned him to be 
beheaded, were reprimanded becauſe they had re- 
leaſed him from the narrow circle of his confine- 
ment during his examination. The inhumanity 


of the L extended beyond che ſentence, to 
inſult 
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anſult the offspring and embitter the laſt moments 
of the unhappy criminal: By an unprecedented re- 


finement in cruelty, he commanded the two ſons 


of the duke, as yet in early childhood, and conſe- 
quently incapable of any participation in his treaſon, 
to be placed directly under the ſcaffold ; where 
they were covered with the blood of their wretched 


father, which deſcended on their heads, 


The concurring teſtimonies of contemporary 


| kiftorians ſcarce allow us to credit the various bar- 


baritics which ſtamp with indelible infamy the 
xcign of Lewis: Four thouſand perſons, without 


. * the form of trial, are ſuppoſed to have periſhed 
che unhappy victims of his bloody ſuſpicions and 
reſentments: Yet while we deteſt his cruelty,” we 


are frequently. compelled x0 acknowledge his 
firmneſs and ſagacity, The wealth of -the fa- . 
mily of the Medici, acquired by trade, and the 
magnificent ſpirit of the firſt Coſmo, gave him 
ſuch an aſcendancy over his countrymen, that 
though the forms of a popular government were 
preſerved, he was in reality the head of the com- 


monwealth. A conſiderable degree of his power 
he tranſmitted to his deſcendants ; his gr randſons, 


Laurence and Julian, had rendered themſelves 


| obnoxious to pope Sixtus the Fourth; and the holy 
ſucceſſor of St. Peter did not heſitate to engage 
the envy of ſome citizens of Florence in a con- 


db 
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ſpiracy againſt the lives of the Medici. The 

church was fixed on as the ſcene of action; Julian 
periſhed by. the daggers of the aſſaſſins; but Lau- 
rence was oreſerved amidft the tumult by the zeal 
and fidelity of his friends. At the ſame moment 
che troops of Sixtus entered the territories of 
Florence, and extended their devaſtations to the 
gates of the city. The houſe of Medici, un- 
eqval to the conteſt, implored the protection of 
the king of France. Lewis, though the ſlave of 
the moſt abje& ſuperſtition, aſſerted on this oc- 
caſion the pretenſions of Laurence againſt the 
Roman pontiff; and the court of Rome, after an 
ineffectual diſplay of thoſe arts for which ſhe was 
celebrated, was compelled to recall her cenſures, 
and to yield to the powerful mediation of * king 
of France. 

To ſecure more firmly the friendſhip. 
of England, Lewis contracted the dau- A.D. 1479 
phin to Eliſabeth, the eldeft daughter of Edward 
the Fourth; While Maximilian, ardent and fickle in 
his enterpriſes, reſumed his claim to Burgundy, and 
renewed the war before the expiration of the truce. 
A variety of deſultory actions, and the mutual 
deſtruction of cities, can afford but little enter- 
tainment to the, reader; the hoſtile armies at 


length engaged at Guinegate z the Flemings were 


- 
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'broken by the impetuous charge of the F rench; 
but the victory was raviſhed from the latter by 
their own imprudence : While they heedleſsly urged 
the purſuit, the infantry of the Flemings rallied, 
and returned to the charge; yet the field ſeems 
only to have been diſtinguiſhed by the indiſcrimi- 
nate ſlaughter of both parties; and the king of 
France ſoon obtained a more deciſive advantage 
at ſea, by the capture of fourſcore veſſels belong- 
ing to the Flemings; a loſs e b felt 240 a 
commercial people. 

©: $- -*:.':-::3 Phear::dace diſaſter bed Tek 8 
| AD, 1489. Flanders to peace, and a truce was 
agreed to by Lewis, who Prev iouſſy ter minated a 
Uunguid and unintereſting war, which he had en- 
tered into with Ferdinand, king of Arragon. But 
nature was oppreſſed by his continual and unwea- 
ried application to buſineſs; and at a village near 
Chinon, in Touraine, he was ſeizetl with a fit of 
apoplexy. TO days he lay motionleſs and ſpeech- 
teſs; at the ench of which time His voice and. intel 
lects returned hut not the health he had formerly 
emoyed: Vet his indiſpoſition prevented him 
not from adjuſting the affairs of Savoy, and de- 
claring himſelf the protector of his infant nephew 
Charles. With the ſame zeal he applied himſelf 
to eſtabliſh the tranquil ſucceſſion of his own. ſon 
by cruſhing the nobles who were moſt capable of 

reſiſtance; 


* 


- * 


* 


i Fey — Linne a tacky of pretence : 


the lands of the duke of Bourbon, the only prince 


who poſſeſſed qualities which could give him any 
jealouſy ; yet the dauphin, for whoſe future gran- 
deur he ſo aſſiduouſſy waded through ſeas of 
blood, he kept a fort of Priſoner in the caſtle of 


| Amboiſe, where none were permitted to approach 


him except ſervants and perſons of the meaneſt 
condition; his own conſort, whoſe patient and 
enduring attachment merited a better treatment, 
he baniſhed into Savoy ; and by his laſt will he 
expreſsly precluded her from any ſhare i in the go- 
vernment, and endeavoured to inſpi pire his ſon with 
ſentiments of diſtruſt and averſion towards his 
mother. | 

The death of Charles, titular king "I 
of Naples, and the laſt prince of the 248, 1412. 


ſecond Houſe of Anjou, added at this juncture 


the county of Provence to the crown ; but while 
Lewis was employed in ſecuring this new acqui- 
ſition a ſecond ſtroke of an apoplexy warned him 
of his approaching end. Yet he again revived; 
and allured by the death of Mary of Burgundy, 
who died by a fall from her horſe in hunting, he 
reſumed his ambitious i intrigues. | The fate of that 
princeſs opened the way to a pacification between 
the king of France and Maximilian; and the in- 
fant daughter of the latter was en to the 
ſon of the former. | | 
. But 


= 
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But the king of England, whoſe principal gew 
were directed to obtain ſplendid eſtabliſhments 
for his daughters; and who had contracted his 
eldeſt, Elizabeth, to the dauphin; prepared to re: 
venge by arms the breach of faith in Lewis. 
That monarch, with his uſual art, endeavoured to 
I avert the ſtorm by intiting James, king of Scot- 
14 land, to make war upon England. But James 
1 fell the victim to a conſpiracy of his own nobles; = 
and Edward, burſting from the filken bands of 
_ pleaſure, purſued with diligence. his preparations 
for the invaſion of France; when his deſigns were 
broken by the fudden ſtroke of death, and his 
deceaſe again plunged his country into all the mi- 
ſeries of civil commotion, from which it had en- 
Joyed ſo ſhort 4 reſpite. 7 
But while the fbrtune of the king * 
France, who on every ſide beheld his 
enemies humbled and his power increaſed, was the 
envy of the neighbouring princes; the object of that 
envy was himſelf anxiouſly employed in the hope- 
leſs endeavour to prolong a miſerable exiſtence. | 
Every reſource of medicine was in vain exhauſted; if + 
every benefit that could be derived from change 
of climate was in vain experienced; and Lewis, 
after ĩneffectually ſeeking reſt through his ſpacious 
dominions, at laft fixed his final reſidence at Pleſ- 
fis les Tours, The walls of that caſtle were co- 
ps: vered 
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vered with iron ſpikes; a guard of croſs bow-men . 
watched the gates and ramparts night and day ; 3 


and the guilty tyrant heard his enemies in every 


paſſing wind. Earth was in vain ranſacked to 
revive his jaded appetites ; ; Heaven was in vain 
invoked with prayers and' proceſſions, to avert his 
| impending doom; all hope was fled; and his 
favourite, Oliver le Dain, pronounced to him the 
ſentence of certain and approaching diſſolution ; 
the king heard him without betraying any emo- 


tions of terror; he ſent for his ſon Charles from 
Amboiſe, and employed his laſt moments in ad- 


viſing him to cheriſh the princes of his blood ; ts 
govern by the counſels of his nobles ; to maintain 
the eſtabliſhed laws of the kingdom; and to di- 


miniſh the extraordinary impoſts with which he 
had burdened his ſubjects. This laſt effort ex- 
hauſted the ſtrength of the fainting monarch ; 

and after a reign of twenty-three years, which by 


the acquiſition of Burgundy, Artois, and Provence, 


laid the foundation of the ſubſequent grandeur of 
France, Lewis, in the fixty-firſt year of his age, 
expired. Dreaded by his ſubjects, whom he had 


eontinually oppreſſed, and deteſted by his neigh- 
bours, whom he had affiduouſly deceived, he yet 


obtained from 'the obſequious temper of the re- 
preſentative of St. Peter, the title of the Chriſtian 
king; a title that has been invariably tranſmitted 
| to his ſucceflors. . | | 
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The 1 and ſubtle charatter of Lewis he 


| Eleventh is ſufficiently illuſtrated by a review of 


his reign; but the arts by which he undermined 
the freedom of the people, humbled jthe ups of 
the nobility, eſtabliſhed a ſtandin army, and 

canverted a limited into a deſpotic overnment, 


will, in tracing the conſtitution of France, be- 
eome the object of our future enquiry. When 
that throne was occupied by Hugh Capet, the 
foundber of the third race of kings, the royal au- 


thority had dwindled into eontempt; the go- 
vernors of provinces and of towns, and the great 
officers of the crown, had rendered thoſe dignities, 


= originally granted only during pleaſure or for life, 


kereditary in their families. Each of theſe had 
uſurped all the rights which had hitherto been 
deemed the diſtinctions of royalty; and every 


Ford in his diſtrict purſued a diſtinct and ſeparate 


intereſt. Scarce any common principle of union 
remained in a kingdom divided into ſo many in- 


dependent baronies ; and the general aſſembly, in 


its deliberations, could hardly conſider the nation 
as forming one body, or eſtabliſh common regula- 
tions to be of equal force in every part. The ba- 
rons, the members of the ſupreme aſſembly, which 
ſoon after was diſtinguiſhed by the name of the 
States-General, avoided enacting any general laws, 
the execution of which muſt have been inveſted 


in the kingy and would have enlarged that Pare» : 


mount power which was the object of their jea- 


louſy : They therefore tacitly relinquiſhed the 


exerciſe of the legiſlative authority, and confined 


their Juriſdiction to the impoſition of new taxes, 
the determination of queſtions with reſpect to the 


right of ſucceſſion to the crown, the ſettling the 


regency when the preceding monarch had not 


fixed it by will, and the preſenting remonſtrances 
enumerating the grievances of which che nation 
wiſhed to obtain redreſs, 

But as the kings of France, during ſome cen- 
turies, but ſeldom required extraordinary ſubſi- 
dies from their ſubjects, and as they were ſtill leſs 
inelined to liſten to the clamorous remonſtrances 


of the States-Genecal, theſe aſſemblies were rarely 
ſummoned. The legiſlative authority, filently 
abandoned by the States, was aſſumed gradually 


by the crown: The deſcendants of Hugh Capet 
had indeed already promulgated their laws within 


their own immediate domains; but the reign of 


Philip Auguſtus is marked by the firſt ordinance, 
which appears to have been an ac of legiſlation 
extending to the whole kingdom, It was the 
care of that monarch to allure his ſubjects to ac- 
' quieſcence by the prudent objects of his edicts ; 
from the mild tenor in which they were iſſued 
they ſeemed rather to exhort than command; and 
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the ſtyle in which they were — Sk 
proclaimed the. provident parent anxious for his 
childrensꝰ welfare, than the dictates of an imperi- 
ous and arbitrary maſter. The celebrated inſtitu- 
tions of St. Lewis, which aboliſhed judicial com- 
bats, are diſtinguiſhed by the ſame prominent 


features. The wiſdom and equity of his code, 


which at firſt was only publiſhed to be obſerved | 
within-his own domains, enſured it a favourable 
reception throughout the kingdom; and the vir- 
tues and d good intentions of its author contributed 
to reconcile the nation to that legiſlative On 
which the king began to aſſume. 4 5 
: The people, from this period, were accuſtomed ; 
to behold their kings exerciſing the ſole legiſlative 
power; and the ſteps which led from this import- 
ant acquiſition to the right of impoſing taxes were 
few and eaſy. The ſubjects, habituated to obey 
in points of the greateſt conſequence, were not 
alarmed when they were required by the royal 
_ edicts to contribute certain ſums toward ſupplying, 
the exigencies of government, and carrying for- 
ward the meaſures of the nation. The principal 
nobility of that kingdom who might have ſueceſſ- 
fully reſiſted the extenſion of the regal prerogative, 
had exhauſted their fortunes, or yielded up their 
lives in the deſtructive wars which clouded the 
reigns of John the Good and Charles the Sixth: 
The remnant which ſtill maintained their My; 
looked | 
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looked up to Charles the Seventh as their deli-" 
verer from the yoke of the Engliſh, That mo- 


narch was not inſenfible to the advantages of his 


own ſituation, and the manifeſt decline of the 
body which he wiſhed to depreſs. He embraced 
the firſt interval of peace to raiſe the regal pre- 


rogative on the ruins of the ariſtocracy, and to 
new model the conſtitution. The happy-com- 


plexion of the times allowed him to introduce i in- 


novations the moſt important without the leaſt op- 
poſition. Diſguſted with the capricious ſervice of 
the vaſſals of the crown, and under pretence of 


keeping always on foot a force ſufficient to defend 
the kingdom againſt any ſudden invaſion of the 


Engliſh, he: retained under arms a body of nine 
thouſand cavalry, and of fixteen thouſand infantry. 
To provide the funds for the ſubfiſtence of this 


formidable ſtanding army, he ventured by his royal. 
edict, and without the concurrence of the States- | 


General of the Kingdom, to levy an extraordinary 


ſubſidy on his people. By his conciliating addreſs . 
he alſo prevailed on them to render ſeveral. taxes. ; 


perpetual, which had been formerly impoſed only 


occaſionally and during a ſhort time. Thus while 
he freed the crown from a precarious dependance 


in regard to its revenues on the will of the people, 
he mortally wounded the ariſtocracy by depriving 


the nobles of the direction of the military force of 
| e dhe 
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the Rate ; a ſource from whence they- had . . 


derived their principal influence and importance, 


The ſyſtem which had been cautiouſly and co- 
vertly purſued by Charles, was more openly adopt= 


cd, and more yigorouſly embraced by his ſon and 


ſucceflor, Lewis the Eleventh, Yet the daring 
ſpirit which his early meaſures proclaimed, gave a 


tranſient union to the nobility, whom he wiſhed- to 


oppreſs; a momentary ſally of reſentment linked 


chem in one great plan of defence; and Lewis 


beheld with terror a confederacy which was digni- 


fled by the appellation of The League for the public. 


Good. A body compoſed of ſuch diſcordant mem- 


bers could not long retajn its ſtability; it was ſoon 
diſſolved by che arts of Lewis; and the monarch, 

to avert the danger of a future gonfederacy, ſtea- 
dily per ſevered in the plan of more ſilently, though 
not leſs effectually, extinguiſhing the privileges of 


the nobles. He filled all the departments of go- 


vernment with new men, and often with perſons 


whom he had called from the loweſt and moſt 


5 deſpiſed functions in life, and raiſed at pleaſure 


to ſtations of great power or truſt: Theſe were 


5 his only confidents whom he conſulted i in fort ming 


his enterpriſes, and on whom he deyolyed the 


execution of them. The barons, removed from 
- the throne, were treated with ſtudied negleck; 

5 every artifice was employed to leſſen them in the 
eſtimation of the . and the King aſſid uouſſy 
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laboured to degrade the order, and to reduce the 
members of it to the ſame level with his other 
N ſubjects. No ſooner had the ſubtle monarch pro- 
ſeribed his nobility from offices of truſt, and de- 
| Tpoiled them of popularity, than he threw off the 
_ maſk, and diſplayed the open features of the bloody 
and unfeeling tyrant. Thoſe perſons of rank who 
preſumed to oppoſe his fchemes, or were ſo un- 
. fortunate as to awaken his jealouſy, were perſecu- 
ted with a rigour from which the pride of birth 
had hitherto exempted them. They were tried by 
judges who had no right to take cognizance of 
their actions; they were ſubjected to the moſt ſe- 
yere tortures; and were frequently condemned 
to execution on the public ſcaffold, without regard 
to their illuſtrious parentage, or the dignity of their 
condition. The houſes of Luxemburgh and Ar- 
magnac were violated by the hands of the common 
executioner; and the eſtates of the duke of Bour- 
bon were confiſcated by the capricious e 
of his ſovereign. 
The people beheld with leben, but per- 
| haps with regret, an order of men whom they 
had been accuſtomed to regard with a mixture of 
reverence and fear, ſhut up in dungeons, carried 
about in iron cages, or condemned to the moſt 
degrading deaths, at the voice of their imperious 
maſter; who while he ſtripped his barons of their 
: . and * * extended the preroga- 
tive 
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tive of the crown. To the ſtanding forces which 
his father had raiſed he added ſix thouſand Swiſs, 

at that time eſteemed the beſt diſciplined in- 
fantry in Europe, and whom he attached to his 
ſervice by the moſt liberal donatives and pay. 
Theſe he conſidered as the faithful guardians of 
his authority; in their valour he implicitly con- 
fided; and during the latter part of his reign he 
kept a conſiderable e of en e in 
one place. 
Such an additional eſtabliſhment: de an 
n e of the royal revenues, and Lewis 
was not diffident in aſſerting the prerogative which 
his father had aſſumed of ſevying taxes without 

the concurrence of the States - General. The im- 5 
poſts which Charles the Seventh had eſtabliſhed 
were nearly trebled by Lewis the Eleventh ; and 

thoſe extraordinary burdens, the odium of which - 
he was unwilling to bear, the ſubtle monarch im- 
poſed through the medium of the States; and daily 
diminiſhed the popularity of thoſe aſſemblies, by 


| rendering them the inſtruments of his exactions. 


On theſe occaſions he firſt diſplayed thoſe arts of 
corruption in which modern princes have ſince ſo 
eminently excelled; and by influencing the elec- 

tion of repreſentatives, by bribing or overawing 
the members, by artfully changing the forms 
of their deliberations, he converted 'the nomival 1 
* of he: liberties and Property of the 


people 


* 


people into the ſubſervient tools and ſupple mi- 


1 niſters of the crown; and while he affected to 


reſpect the channel, fatally poiſoned | the ſource of 
freedom. 

France by his various nat and by the 
perſevering policy of his adminiſtration, was 
formed into one compact kingdom, which ac- 
knowledged and obeyed the ſingle hand- of its 


maſter. Vet the deſpotiſm of his ſucceſſors Was 


frequently bounded by two powers, which, in the 
courſe of this hiſtory, it will be repeatedly neceſ- 


ſary for us to ad vert to. 1, The nobles of France, 


who, though deprived by Lewis of political privi- 

leges, ſtill poſſeſſed ſeveral perſonal rights, and 
maintained in the eyes of the people a degree of 
luſtre and delicacy of character, which frequently 
checked the daring career of intemperate ſove- 
reignty: 2. The parliament of France, and par- 


| ticularly of Paris, which during thoſe intervals 


that the States · General had been diſcontinued, had 
been inſenſibly and gradually gratified with the 


important permiſſion of adviſing their ſovereign, 


and of approving and regiſtering his edicts and 
ordinances, before they were Publiſhed and 
declared to be of authority in the Wagen 
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